September 19, 1996

Dr. Robert G. Baca, Manager

Performance Assessment Program Element
Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory Analyses
Southwest Research Institute

6220 Culebra Road, Bldg. 189

San Antonio, Texas 78238-5166

SUBJECT: REVIEW OF LETTER REPORT ENTITLED "USE OF GROUNDWATER IN THE ARID
AND SEMI-ARID WESTERN UNITED STATES: IMPLICATIONS FOR YUCCA
MOUNTAIN AREA": INTERMEDIATE MILESTONE 5708-771-640

Dear Dr. Baca:

On August 29, 1996, the Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory Analyses (CNWRA)
transmitted the letter report entitled "Use of Groundwater in the Arid and
Semi-Arid Western United States: Implications for Yucca Mountain Area."

Based on my review, it was determined that this deliverable was transmitted on
time and is adequate and consistent with the technical direction provided to
the CNWRA. Therefore, the requirements of Intermediate Milestone 5708-771-640
are considered acceptably met.

If you have any questions regarding the contents of this letter, please
contact me at (301) 415-6681.

Sincerely,

[Original signed by:]

Timothy J. McCartin, Manager
Performance Assessment &
HLW Integration Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

September 19, 1996

Dr. Robert G. Baca, Manager

Performance Assessment Program Element
Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory Analyses
Southwest Research Institute

6220 Culebra Road, Bldg. 189

San Antonio, Texas 78238-5166

SUBJECT: REVIEW OF LETTER REPORT ENTITLED "USE OF GROUNDWATER IN THE ARID
AND SEMI-ARID WESTERN UNITED STATES: IMPLICATIONS FOR YUCCA
MOUNTAIN AREA": INTERMEDIATE MILESTONE 5708-771-640

Dear Dr. Baca:

On August 29, 1996, the Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory Analyses (CNWRA)
transmitted the letter report entitled "Use of Groundwater in the Arid and
Semi~-Arid Western United States: Implications for Yucca Mountain Area."

Based on my review, it was determined that this deliverable was transmitted on
time and is adequate and consistent with the technical direction provided to
the CNWRA. Therefore, the requirements of Intermediate Milestone 5708-771-640
are considered acceptably met.

If you have any questions regarding the contents of this letter, please
contact me at (301) 415-6681.

Sincerely,

Timothy J. McCartin, Manager
Performance Assessment &
HLW Integration Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

cc: S. L. Fortuna, PMDA
B. D. Meehan, CAB



