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Robert E. Browning, Director
Division of High-Level
Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Material
Safety and Safeguards

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Browning:

In recent discussions including those attendant to the
February 15, 1990 Quality Assurance (QA) Meeting, a DOE/NRC
workshop aimed at increasing the understanding of QA programs was
contemplated. DOE believes that such a discussion involving QA
and Program/Technical Management would be useful and should be
pursued further.

DOE proposes that a DOE/NRC Management Meeting to discuss QA
practices for scientific investigations be scheduled for mid-
April, 1990. In addressing DOE Management, it would be
beneficial if NRC could provide their views on where flexibility
is contained in the NRC requirements for making these practices
appropriate for the kind of work to be performed during site
characterization. It would also be beneficial if the NRC staff
could brief our Technical Management on the status of each of the
participants' QA programs.

Please feel free to contact Linda Desell of my staff on
586-1464 with any questions regarding this correspondence.

Sincerely,

Ralp Sein
Associate Director for Systems

Integration and Regulations
Office of Civilian Radioactive
Waste Management

cc:
R. Loux, State of Nevada
M. Baughman, Lincoln County, NV
D. Bechtel, Clark County, NV
S. Bradhurst, Nye County, NV
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