Asadul H. Chowdhury, . .

.Manager, Mining, Geote :al, and Facility Engineering [~tober 18, 1999 .
Center For Nuclear Waste-r{egulatory Analyses -/

\\220 Gulebra Road, P.O. Drawer 28510

San Antonio, TX 78228-0510

SUBJECT: REPOSITORY DESIGN AND THERMAL MECHANICAL EFFECTS KEY
o TECHNICAL ISSUE INTERMEDIATE MILESTONE NO.20-1402-671-950:
ROCK-MASS BEHAVIOR IN THE TRANSITIONAL ZONE BETWEEN STRONG
AND WEAK ROCK CONDITIONS

Dear Dr. Chowdhury,

I have reviewed the subject Intermediate Milestone Report submitted by the Center on
September 15, 1999. This report is accepted and considered to fulfill the Center’s obligation for
this intermediate milestone under the Repository Design Thermal-Mechanical Effects Key
Technical Issue Program Element for the Fiscal Year 1999.

The results presented in the subject report may be used during the upcoming interaction with
the U.S. Department of Energy on November 17-18,,1999. In this context, | suggest that a set
of slides/transparencies summarizing the salient points of the study be prepared to assist us
during the abovementioned interaction. | also believe that it will be useful if the authors present
the results of the report and explain this analytical study in the context of underground facility
design and repository performance to the Yucca Mountain Team at some point in the near
future.

If you have any questions regarding the contents of this letter, please contact me at (301) 415-
6695 or via e-mail (msn1@nrc.gov).
Sincerely,

[Original signed by:]

Mysore Nataraja, Ph.D., PE

Program Element Manager

High-Level Waste and Performance
Assessment Branch

Division of Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
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B. Sagar, CNWRA
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