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“ AN A UNmEDSTATES ¢ ¢
§ W 8 NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
ry / -, | WASHINGTON, D.C. 206860001
TS | August 22, 1995 .

Mr. Robert R. Loux, Executive Director .= .

Agency for Nuclear Projects/NHuclear Waste
Project Office '

State of Nevada

Capitol Complex

Carson City, Nevada 89710

SUBJECT: STATE OF NEVADA COMMENTS ON U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE USE OF EXPERT ELICITATION
IR THE HIGH-LEVEL WASTE PROGRAM

Dear Mr. Loux:

I am responding to your July 25, 1995, letter commenting on the U.S.
Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) proposed resclution of Site Characterization
Analysis (SCA) Comment No. 3, including {ts May 1995 "Principles and
Guidelines for [the] Formal Use of Expert Judgment by the Yucca Mountain Site
Character{zation Project.”

As indicated in Dr. John Austin’s July 21, 1995, letter to Ronald Milner of
the U.S. Department of Energy (a copy of which was provided to you), the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff {ntends to defer formal comment on both
DOE’s *Principles and Guidelines" document and DOE’s recommended resclution of
SCA Comment Ho. 3 until after a proposed NRC/DOE technical exchange on expert
elicitation later this year. As with all technical exchanges, the State of
Nevada and Affected-Units-of-Local Government will be notified of the
technical exchange, and we encourage the State to present its views on DOE’s
proposals at that time. We thank the State for its timely review comments to
which the staff will give careful consideration as it prepares for the
forthcoming technical exchange.

In addition to commenting on DOE’s "Principles and Guidelines® document and
DOE’s recommended resolution of SCA Comment No. 3, your letter also contained
some review comments on a recent HRC contractor report entitled "Background
Report on the Use and Elfcitation of Expert Judgement.® We wish to note that
this and all other contractor reports represent the views of our contractor,
the Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory Analyses, and do not, necessarily,
reflect the views or regulatory positions of the NRC staff.

Finally, regardln? your request for {nformation on the process and timing for
issuing gufdance in the area of expert elicitation, the staff plans to issue a
draft Staff Technical Position (STP) for a 90-day gublic comment period
sometime this Fall. The staff will analyze the pubiic comments received and
should be prepared to 1ssue a final STP sometime in the Spring of 1996.
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R. Loux * 2

If you have any additional questfons on this subject, please contact
Dr. Janet. P Kotra. She can be reached at 301 415-6674.

Sincerely,

Original Signed By

Joseph J. Holonich, Chief

High-Level Waste and Uranfum Recovery
Projects Branch

Division of Waste Management .

Office of Huclear Material Safety
and Safeguards
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CC LIST FOR LETTER TO ROBERT LOUX DATED August 22, 1995

cc: - J. Meder, Hevada Legislative Counsel Bureau
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R.
c.
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d.

Barnes, YHPO

Milner, DOE/Wash, DC
Einberg, DOE/Wash, DC
Murphy, Nye County, NV
Baughman, Lincoln County, NV
Bechtel, Clark County, NV

. Weigel, GAO

Niedzielski-Eichner, Kye County, NV
Mettam, Inyo County, CA
Poe, Mineral County, KY

. Cameron, White Pine County, RV
. Williams, Lander County, KV
. Fiorenzi, Eureka County, KV

Hoffman, Esmeralda County, NV
Schank, Churchill County, RY
Bradshaw, Kye County, WV
Barnard, KWTRB

. Holden, NCAI
. Melendez, NIEC

Brocoum, YMPO

. Arnold, Pahrump, RV

Stellavato, Nye County, RV



