October 30, 2003

Ms. Kathi Bearden

Economic Development Corporation
of Lea County

P.O. Box 1376

Hobbs, NM 88241

SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE OFFER FOR LOUISIANA ENERGY SERVICES
PROJECT

Dear Ms. Bearden:

Thank you for your letter of October 14, 2003, in which you offered to assist us in our activities
related to the licensing of the Louisiana Energy Services (LES) gas centrifuge enrichment plant
proposed for Lea County, New Mexico. We also appreciate your offer of temporary space at
your offices in Hobbs. We may need to contact your organization to gather information needed
for our Environmental Impact Statement. However, because of our concerns about leaving any
of the public with a perception that we are promoters of the LES project, we respectfully decline
your offer for use of temporary office space.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-7299.
Sincerely,

IRA/

Timothy C. Johnson

Special Projects Section

Special Projects and Inspection

Division of Fuel Cycle Safety
and Safeguards

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

Docket: 70-3103

cc: William Szymanski/DOE Claydean Claiborne/Jal
Rod Krich/Exelon Bobby Walloch/Hobbs
James Curtiss/W&S Troy Harris/Lovington
Mario Robles/USEC Betty Richman/Tatum
James Ferland/LES Glen Hackler/Andrews
Dennis Holmberg/Lea County William Floyd/New Mexico
James Brown/Eunice Richard Ratliff/Texas
Michael Marriotte/NIRS Jerry Clift/Hartsville

Terry Sweeton/CSC
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