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NRC DISPATCHES INSPECTOR TO DAVIS-BESSE NUCLEAR POWER STATION 
FOLLOWING DISCOVERY OF RADIOACTIVE PARTICLES OFF-SITE 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is reviewing an incident in which microscopic radioactive particles were recovered from 
four individuals, their clothing, residences and hotel rooms after leaving the Davis-Besse nuclear power plant in Ohio. 

Radiation protection personnel at the Davis-Besse plant were notified on March 22 by the Oconee nuclear facility in South 
Carolina that discrete radioactive particles were found on a worker's sleeve. The worker was undergoing in-processing for 
work a t  the Oconee facility, and had last worked at Davis-Besse. 

FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company operates the Davis-Besse nuclear power plant near Oak Harbor, Ohio. The licensee's 
investigation to  date has determined that a total of 13 discrete particles were recovered from four individuals, their clothing, 
residences and hotel rooms in Ohio, South Carolina, Texas and Virginia. The individuals had worked on steam generators at  
Davis-Besse, which shut down in mid-February for a refueling outage. 

A senior health physicist from the NRC's Region I11 Office in Lisle, II., has been dispatched to  the Davis-Besse plant to  assess 
the possible dose consequences to the four contract employees who visited Davis-Besse before traveling to other sites and 
to evaluate the licensee's investigation into the matter. FirstEnergy is attempting to determine how the particles were 
transported off-site. 

Preliminary dose calculations by the licensee indicate no adverse health effects are expected to either the workers or 
members of the public from the tiny particles. The particles are believed to be byproducts of the fission process with 
relatively low levels of activity. 
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Associated Press 

Toledo- FirstEnergy's Davis-Besse nuclear power plant is about to break 
its record for consecutive days without producing electricity. 

On Wednesday, Davis-Besse will have sat idle for 565 days. The record 
was 564 consecutive days between June 9,1985, and Dec. 25,1986. 

The cost of the current outage is more than $500 million, and is starting 
to approach the $642 million price tag that it cost to build the plant in 
1977. 

The 1985-86 shutdown occurred after a series of pumps and valves 
failed, causing a loss of coolant water to the reactor core of the plant, 30 
miles east of Toledo near Oak Harbor. 

Then-operator Toledo Edison Co. restarted the plantChristmas Day 
1986, but it struggled with shutdowns on and off into early January 
1987. 

The plant has been shut down since February 2002. A month later a 
leak was discovered that had allowed boric acid to eat nearly through 
the 6-inch-thick steel cap covering the plant's reactor vessel. 

FirstEnergy originally announced plans to return the plant to service in 
April 2002, but that date has been pushed back repeatedly because of 
other problems and Nuclear Regulatory Commission scrutiny. 
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FirstEnergy will make a presentation about its progress Sept. 18 at the 
agency's Midwest regional office in Lisle, 111. The agency will meet again 
to give the company feedback before restart, agency spokesman Jan 
Strasma said. 
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Davis-Besse incident t o  uncover whether industry -profits were put before public safety and 
examines concerns about the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's ability to effectively monitor 
all o f  the nation's nuclear reactors. 

Currently, there are 103 (104 if Davis-Besse comes back on-line) commercial nuclear 
reactors producing electricity in the United States, located at 64 sites in 3 1  states. Today, 
nuclear power plants - the second largest source of electricity in the U.S. - supply about 
20% of the nation's electricity each year. Nuclear energy is the world's largest source of 
emission-free energy, producing no controlled air pollutants or greenhouse gases. The use of 
nuclear energy in place of other energy sources helps to  keep the air clean, preserve the 
Earth's climate, avoid ground-level ozone formation and prevent acid rain. 

Nuclear technology uses the energy released by splitting the atoms of certain elements. First 
developed in the 1940s, research initially focussed on producing bombs by splitting the 
atoms of either uranium or plutonium. I n  the 1950s, attention turned to  the peaceful uses of 
nuclear fission, notably for power generation. Today, the world produces as much electricity 
from nuclear energy as it did from al l  sources combined in 1960. 

The United States Nuclear Requlatory Commission (NRC) regulates U.S. commercial nuclear 
power plants and the civilian use o f  nuclear materials, The NRC considers public involvement 
a crucial part of their mission, and you can report a safety or security concern involving a 
nuclear facility or  radioactive materials on the NRC Web site. I n  addition, there are many 
other ways to  learn about nuclear reactors in the U.S. and around the world: 

Find out i f  there are any nuclear reactors in your area by consulting the Department of 
Energy's list of "Nuclear Power Plants Operatinq in the United States," organized by state. 

View a map of all the nuclear reactors worldwide: World Association of Nuclear Operators. 

View the damage to  the reactor a t  the Davis-Besse nuclear power station. 

Ralph Nader writes about w e a r  Power Plant Risks after September 11th. 

According to  The Nuclear Control Institute, "more atom-bomb material enters civilian 
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FirstEnergy Corp. has known for years that Davis-Besse had design flaws that 
made the nuclear plant vulnerable to disaster, according to a South Carolina 
contractor who claims his firm was banned from the site in the fall of 1988 after he 
had documented alleged shortcomings in a progress report. 

Latest News 

sports 

Business 

Arts & Entertainment 

Davis-Besse In-depth 

Opinion 

Religion 

Health & Science 

Technology 
Columnists 

Obituaries 
Special Reports 

Weather 

AP Wire 

Photos of the Day 

Lottery 

Daily Log 
Today's Front Page 

William N. Keisler, president of BKE, Inc., and Nuclear Maintenance Integration 
Consultants Corp., said in a lawsuit filed in Ottawa County Common Pleas Court 
that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission was kept largely in the dark by 
FirstEnergy and one of its subsidiaries, Toledo Edison Co., which operated Davis- 
Besse. 

Davis-Besse's work force historically has been reluctant to come forward because 
of retribution fears, according to the lawsuit. The NRC has said it will not tolerate 
that kind of intimidation, and that any lingering signs of it must be overcome 
before it will allow the plant to be restarted. 

But the NRC has not been totally oblivious to the problems, either, according to 
the lawsuit. The suit claims several allegations Mr. Keisler has reported to the 
NRC's regional office near Chicago since 1992 have gone nowhere. The matter 
has been referred to the NRC's Office of Inspector General, according to a letter 
by William D. Travers, the agency's executive director for operations, to U.S. Sen. 
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Real Estate Mr. Keisler told The Blade last night during an interview in which he claimed the 
Autos beleaguered plant's current state of affairs has, in large part, been shrouded in 
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It said three members of Toledo Edison's senior management team - none of 
whom is still with FirstEnergy - objected to a 1987 report Mr. Keisler had prepared 
for the company while he was under contract. Called a preventive maintenance 
program review, the report outlined shortcomings with design issues, equipment, 
and labor-management relations after the June 9, 1985, temporary loss of 
auxiliary feed-water incident at Davis-Besse - at the time, the nation's closest 
brush with a nuclear accident since Three Mile Island in 1979. 

That 1985 event has been surpassed by the near-hole in Davis-Besse's reactor 
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Dear Mr. Caldwell, 

I don't like nuclear power anyway, and I certainly don't like it if the 
damn plant leaks. We live in Russell, Ohio, too close t o  Davis Besse for 
comfort. I am writing t o  ask you t o  please keep the damn, leaking plant 
closed. 

Sincerely, 

Charlotte Saunt 
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In my opinion, since the Davis-kesse nuclear power plant has had two near disasters, one 
in 1985 and the last one in 2002, it is plainly evident that the NRC needs to seriously 
evaluate its competency in running such a plant. 

To reopen serves no w e l l  purpose. We have done just fine without the plant online and 
the dangers fhr out way the benefits. I am a cancer patient and certainly don’t need the 
added worry of a meltdown and possibly being in the 10,000 people that could and would 
die in the event of a nuclear meltdown. And would it be my children that would be part 
of the 1400 early fatalities due to radiation, or my grandson.. ..would he have a radiation- 
related sickness in the event of Mure? 

I vote that the plant stay of€line - permanently.. . . . . . . .Dorinda Robinson 
Shaker Heights Ohio 
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Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
80 1 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-435 1 

Dear Mr. Caldwell, 

As a resident of Ohio I feel that safety issues of Davis-Besse are of valid 
concern to all local and surrounding Ohio residents. Possible results of nuclear 
‘accidents’ are of greater importance than success or failure of any company. Obviously 
meltdown would not only result in major economic and social damage to FirstEnergy, but 
it would also result in mass loss of consumers. FirstEnergy would literally be finished. 

Personally I am not impressed by the performance of the company’s employees. I 
have met McDonald’s employees who take more pride and caution in their work. Never 
would I have expected such negligence and irresponsibility to be found in those 
individuals whom hold such important j b positions. If FirstEnergy is unable to meet the 

needs to find new responsible management that truly safety for themselves and 

immediately respond to this problem and seek that all safety standards are meet with 
highest regard. 

standards needed to keep Ohioans safe, 9 ask that Davis-Besse be shutdown. FirstEnergy 

others as a top priority. It is my reque$ that you, a influence and ablaposition, : 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Robert M. Warren 



Robert L. Warren 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U S .  Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-4351 

Dear Mr. Caldwell, 

As a resident of- Ohio I feel that safety issues of Davis-Besse are of valid 
concern to all local and surrounding Ohio residents. Possible results of nuclear 
‘accidents’ are of greater importance than success or failure of any company. Obviously 
meltdown would not only result in major economic and social damage to FirstEnergy, but 
it would also result in mass loss of consumers. FirstEnergy would literally be finished. 

Personally I am not impressed by the performance of the company’s employees. I 
have met McDonald’s employees who take more pride and caution in their work. Never 
would I have expected such negligence and irresponsibility to be found in those 
individuals whom hold such important job positions. If FirstEnergy is unable to meet the 
standards needed to keep Ohioans safe, I ask that Davis-Besse be shutdown. FirstEnergy 
needs to find new responsible management that truly holds safety for themselves and 
others as a top priority. It is my request that you, a man of influence and able position, 
immediately respond to this problem and seek that all safety standards are meet with 
highest regard. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Robert L. Warren 



Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-435 1 

Dear Mr. Caldwell, 

As a resident 0- Ohio I feel that safety issues of Davis-Besse are of valid 
concern to all local and surrounding Ohio residents. Possible results of nuclear 
‘accidents’ are of greater importance than success or failure of any company. Obviously 
meltdown would not only result in major economic and social damage to FirstEnergy, but 
it would also result in mass loss of consumers. FirstEnergy would literally be finished. 

Personally I am not impressed by the performance of the company’s employees. I 
have met McDonald’s employees who take more pride and caution in their work. Never 
would I have expected such negligence and irresponsibility to be found in those 
individuals whom hold such important job positions. If FirstEnergy is unable to meet the 
standards needed to keep Ohioans safe, I ask that Davis-Besse be shutdown. FirstEnergy 
needs to find new responsible management that truly holds safety for themselves and 
others as a top priority. It is my request that you, a man of influence and able position, 
immediately respond to this problem and seek that all safety standards are meet with 
highest regard. 

Thank you for your time. 

h 

Sincerely, 

Tiffany Warren 



Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
80 1 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-435 1 

Dear Mr. Caldwell, 

As a resident of- Ohio I feel that safety issues of Davis-Besse are of valid 
concern to all local and surrounding Ohio residents. Possible results of nuclear 
‘accidents’ are of greater importanie than success or failure of any company. Obviously 
meltdown would not only result in major economic and social damage to FirstEnergy, but 
it would also result in mass loss of consumers. FirstEnergy would literally be finished. 

Personally I am not impressed by the performance of the company’s employees. I 
have met McDonald’s employees who take more pride and caution in their work. Never 
would I have expected such negligence and irresponsibility to be found in those 
individuals whom hold such important job positions. If FirstEnergy is unable to meet the 
standards needed to keep Ohioans safe, I ask that Davis-Besse be shutdown. FirstEnergy 
needs to find new responsible management that truly holds safety for themselves and 
others as a top priority. It is my request that you, a man of influence and able position, 
immediately respond to this problem and seek that all safety standards are meet with 
highest regard. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Christina K. Warren 



Jim Caldwell, Regional Adminstrator 
U S .  Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-435 1 

Jim, 

My family and I live in m Ohio and we chose to live here because we feel 
that it provides a safe environment. The current issues with nuclear power is scaring us 
and we are considering moving if nothing is done to make sure the NRC recognizes that 
public safety is their number one concern and NOT FirstEnergy’s schedule. Please keep 
the Davis-Besse reactor closed. An immediate response to my concerns would be greatly 
appreciated. My address is: 

Thank you, 

/ 
Jon 

f 



August 13,2003 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrensville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-4351 

Dear Mr. Caldwell, 

I writing to encourage you to keep the Davis-Besse Nuclear Reactor closed. The NRC’s 
top priority should be public safety, not FirstEnergy’s schedule! Davis-Besse is a threat 
to our area’s health and environment. An accident at Davis-Besse could also destroy 
Lake Erie which is essential to Ohio’s tourist, fishing and agricultural industries. Please 
take these points into consideration. Keep Davis-Besse closed. Thank you. 



August 18,2003 

Mr. Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-4351 

Dear Mr. Caldwell: 

During WWII, I was a little girl, but I remember the bombing of Japan and the horrible 
result of the radiation to the people. That bombing was done intentionally and it stopped 
the war and saved thousands of lives of our American fighting men and women. 

Whether or not the Davis-Besse plant has exceeded it’s use is not the question. The real 
question is what would result if a meltdown occurred. When that hole was discovered 
March 6,2002, that was just the begining of problems that will no doubt follow, if the 
plant is allowed to continue its operations. The building and use of Davis-Besse was to 
service the public safely and efficiently. But the safety and health of the public will be in 
great jeopardy as the plant ages and the greater possibility of a meltdown OCCUTS. 

Lake Erie has once again become a clean and pleasant place for people to enjoy for 
recreation . But supplying drinking water for eleven million people is the most valid 
reason for keeping Davis-Besse closed. Without water we cannot live. Clean water 
is at a premium today in many parts of this country. Don’t let northern Ohio become 
another such place. Keep that reactor closed! 

That is a b o u t m h o k s  from Lake Erie. 
However, water tables are 
I live with my husband in 

and winds carry radiation very far. 
I’m not fi-ightened, just concerned and cautious. We must use common sense to solve 
our problems. Common sense tells me that one hole in Davis-Besse could become 
two or three in time. Pleases keep Davis-Besse closed as I believe we can never be 
assured that it can operate safely again.. 

According to the NRC 1982 study, detrimental health and economic factors far outweigh 
any benefits of continuing the use of Davis-Besse. Yes, I enjoy the use of electricity, but 
it has to be obtained from safe sources. Keep Davis-Besse closed. Hopehlly, the 
concerted effort of thousands of people will convince you that the danger is too great and 
you will not want it on your conscience. 

Ruth H. Ceteras 
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Look me in the eye 
and tei! me Davis-Besse is safe 

L/ // 



Jim Caidwell, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, I L  60532-4351 

Dear Mr. Caldwell: 

I also live in u, Ohio and I am very concerned for my family's 
safety because of the Davis-Beese nuclear power plant two near 
disasters. I would hope that you would help to keep the Davis-Beese 
nuclear reactor closed. This should be the NRC's top priority, because 
of the threat to  public safety and the health of millions of families, not 
just the Murdock family. I would appreciate an immediate response to 
my letter, as I will be keeping a close watch on your action. I have 
been fishing Lake Erie for more than a y e a r s .  As my family and I are 
avid fishermen, we have great concern for the safety of our beautiful 
Lake Erie. Please listen and keep Davis-Beese closed. 



Look me in the eye 
and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 

Jim Cddwell 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-435 I 

DearMr. Caldwell, 

I am distressed that the Davis-Besse Plant came so very close to a catastrophic failure. 
It makes me question safety procedures that could let this happen. I would suggest that 
there are safer alternatives for producing electric power in Ohio. The Davis-Besse 
Plant should remain shut down indefinitely. 

Sincerely, 

HbKzj?/ Dennis Foley 
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July 28,2003 

Lisa Fluellen 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-435 1 

Dear Mr. Cladwell, 

I am writing to you with concern for the safety of the public. I am a resident of- 

damage that uncontrolled and uncontained environmental hazards can do. The well being 
of the community should be of utmost importance to our legislation and not that of big 
business. As such, NRC should prioritize public safety and not First Energy’s schedule. It 
is imperative that the Davis-Besse nuclear reactor remain closed. The health and 
wellbeing of the community depends on it. 

Thank you for your attention and I welcome any response you may have in the near 
future. 

- Ohio and a nurse who deals with cancer patients on a daily basis. I see the 

Sincpel y, 

Lisa A. Fluellen 



. 



August 8,2003 

Jim Caldwell 
U. S. nuclear Regulatory Commission 
80 1 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IT, 60523-4351 

Mr. Caldwell: 
To mv understanding, with the letter that was handed to me this &moon vou don’t 

care abo& human life. k t h  the twelve million people that live in th- 
watershed area, including seventeen metropolitan areas with more than 50,000 residents, 
if you keep the Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Plant open and there’s another 1985 and 
March 6,2002 incident, YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBLE for 10,000 cancer deaths over 
the lifetime of the exposed population, with the exception of leukemia which will occur 
within 30 yrs. of the accident. Also 1,400 early fatalities due to radiation exposure from 
causes other than cancer within one year of the accident; 73,000 early radiation-related 
injuries within one year of the accident which require hospital treatment or medical 
attention. This data accounts for only those who live within a 25-mile radius of the plant- 
--- oh, that’s riiiight, you live in Lisle, IL no where near the plant, so let’s not be 
concerned with the people that live on or near the shores of Lake Erie. 

Let me remind you that I was always told safety first. So what do you say? Huh? 
Keep the plant closed. It sounds like with the position you are in, you make a shit load of 
money and can live anywhere your family desires. Why don’t you move your family 
next to the Davis-Besse NUCLEAR Power Plant and see what your up against. Oh, by 
the way, why don’t you take a day aside with your lovely family and rent out the movie 
Erin Brockovich and after you watch the movie with your family, tell them what your 
going to do. 

Sincerely, 

LIFE 



LOOK ME IN THE EYE AND TELL ME 
DAVIS BESSE IS SAFE 

August 8,2003 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Admirustrator 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrenville Rd 
Lisle, IL 
60532-4351 

Dear Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator : 

This evening I had an educated young lady stop by and present me with some startling facts 
about the Davis Besse nuclear power plant. If what she explained to me is true and if the 
plant has had two near fatal disasters, I cannot see how you can allow the plant to re-open 
under its current management. I ask of you to review all the information from the plant 
and the public and make sure you do your job and protect the citizens. I am sure you 
receive much more information than I and am positive you will make the right decision for 
the people and keep the Davis Besse nuclear reactor closed until you can be 100% positive 
we d be protected. 

Sincerely, 

Kira L Karabanovs 



July 28,2003 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
80 1 Warrensville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-4351 

Dear Sir, 

We live in Ohio and we are concerned about the safety of our family regarding the 

As Regional Administrator for the NRC your top priority must be public safety, not First Energy’s 
schedule. 

Please see that the Nuclear Reactor - Davis-Besse remain closed until it is absolutely safe to operate and 
not harm our natural resources especially our Great Lake Erie which we depend upon for our drinking 
water. 

Please protect our family, 

Sincerely, 



July 28,2003 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
80 1 Warrensville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-4351 

Dear Sir, 

We live in , Ohio and we are concerned about the safety of our family regarding the 

As Regional Administrator for the NRC your top priority must be public safety, not First Energy's 
schedule. 

Please see that the Nuclear Reactor - Davis-Besse remain closed until it is absolutely safe to operate and 
not harm our natural resources especially our Great Lake Erie which we depend upon for our drinking 
water. 

Please protect our family, 
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Look me in the eye 
and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 
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Look me in the eye 
and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 

August 8,2003 

Mr. Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
80 1 Warrenville Rd. 
Lisle, IL. 60532-4351 

Sir: 

I am writing you this letter in hope that you will continue to keep the Davis-Besse Plant 
closed until it is completely safe for the residents of northeast Ohio. It was very 
distressing to me to learn of the very serious problems this plant is experiencing and the 
fact that much has been done to cover up these grave mistakes at the risk of the people in 
this area versus the profit of the company. 

People and their safety must come first, profit second. 

Sincerely, n 
HJk Timot y O’Rourke 
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Look me in the eye 
and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 

Dear Mr. Caldwell, 

My name is Wendy Gierowski and I am a resident of -Ohio. I am also a mother 
of to small children and I am very concerned about the safety of the Davis-Besse nuclear 
Power plant. It should be the NRC's top priority to put the safety of the public above all 
else and I implore you to keep the David-Besse reactor closed. I would love to my 
children to grow up in a world that puts the safety of its citizens before the interests of an 
energy company. Thank you for your time. 



Look me in the  eye 
and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
80 1 Warrensville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-435 I 

.! '. . ,.. 

Dear Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator: 
I am writing in regards to the current situation at the Davis-Besse nuclear power plant. Due to the safety 
hazard this plant poses I would like to urge you to keep the plant closed. The devastation that this plant 
can cause in human suffering and property damage does not merit continuing the operation of this 
facility. 

Thank you for your time in reading this and I would appreciate a response. 

Judith Henderson 
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August 8,2003 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

801 Warrensville Road 

Lisle, IL 60532-4351 

To Whom It May Concern: 

With an ever growing population our natural resources are dwindling at an alarming 

rate, which is why I understand it is necessary for an alternative mean of energy; however 

nuclear power plants located so close to major cities and essential water supplies is asking 

for disaster. The David-Besse nuclear power plant, being such a plant, should be closed. 

Nothing in this world is fool proof, so it seems impractical to expect that any nuclear power 

plant is sah. The damage that could be caused by a meltdown is immeasurable and 

irreversible, public safety and the environment should be the NRC's top priority. I would like to 

see the Davis-Besse nuclear reactor dosed permanently for the sake of my family and the 

millions others who would suffer if radioactive material were released into our environment. 

Thank you, I 

Melissa Slesinger 
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Look me in the eye 
and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
80 1 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-4351 

Dear Mr. Caldwell: 

the Davis-Besse Nuclear Plant. My Family and I live in the city 

of a safe environment for them to grow up in. 
am raising *children in what I feel is a very good community and 

I just want to remind you that the NRC's top priority must be public safety and ask you to 
keep the Davis-Besse nuclear reactor closed. 

Thank you for your concern with this matter, and I would appreciate a response. 

J. 
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