
Look me in the eye 
and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 

Jim Caldwell 
Regional Administrator 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-4351 

September 15, 2003 

Lake County, Ohio. In Lake 
to ask you to keep the Davis- 

in Cuyahoga County and the 
County, I own a house 
Besse Nuclear 

Mr. Caldwell: 
I am a resident of 

and close the Perry Nuclear Power Plant. 

The recent press citing the difficulties with unrecognized problems with both the Davis-Besse and Perry Nuclear Power 
Plants is cause for great concern. The blackout in the northeast signaled the unpreparedness of the Perry plant. Safety 
concerns brought on by terrorist activities during the past two years continues to increase those concerns for our safety 
and First Energy’s lack of proactive management in protecting our health and our lives. 

Mr. Caldwell, I have had I cannot emphasize how unpleasant and - _ _  long-term the effects are of even helpful radiation, let alone the imagined effects of doses caused by an “accident” or 
sheer carelessness at these nuclear power plants., I do not want to have to think about what may happen or that I may 
have to swallow little pills in the event there is a catastrophe. I do not want to consider that my backyard vegetable 
garden may have its soil contaminated for generations because of any fallout or unscrubbed, leaked radioactive debris. 

After Lake Erie has come back from its overpolluted death in the 1970s to a vibrant part of our lifestyle in the 2000s, 
I do not want to consider the irreversible damage to our lake, the interconnected Great Lakes and our water supply that 

an accident would cause. 

NRC’s top priority m u ~ t  be public safety. The physical attributes of the plants have fallen into admitted unrecognized 
disrepair. The plants location along Lake Erie and their very construction make them far too vulnerable to attack by 
plane or boat or simply “walk-ins” from security breaches. These realities indicate First Energy is putting their schedule 
and business management above concern for its Ohio and Canadian citizens’and public lands, including our Great Lake 
Erie. 

I do not want anyone’s assurances of safety from existing plants because I believe there is no such thing as a safe nuclear 
power plant. History has proved this over and over. There are far too many opportunities for undetected “accidents.” 

In the best interests of protecting the land and lives God gave us, I urge you to keep Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Plan 
closed and to take necessary action against it and the Perry Nuclear Power Plant. 

Thank you. 
Sincerely, 



October 7,  2003 

M r .  J i m  Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U . S .  Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrenvi l le  Road 
L i s l e ,  I L  60532-4351 

Dear M r .  Caldwell, 

As r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  s t a t e  of Ohio, w e  a r e  wr i t ing  t o  ask you t o  keep t h e  Davis Besse 
nuclear  power p l a n t  c losed permanently. The unsafe operat ion of t h i s  p l a n t  t h rea t en  our 
hea l th ,  our s a f e t y ,  and our environment. 

The problems a t  Davis Besse go f a r  beyond t h e  hole found on t h e  r e a c t o r ' s  l i d .  Design 
flaws and a c l e a r  d i s regard  f o r  " sa fe ty  c u l t u r e "  a t  Davis B e s s e  g ive  you more reasons 
than you need t o  j u s t i f y  a permanent shut-down of t h i s  r eac to r .  

Furthermore, t h e  N R C ' s  Off ice  of Inves t iga t ions  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  midst of t h e i r  probe t o  
determine what cr iminal  ac t ions  F i r s t  Energy engaged i n  when they  with he ld  information 
from f e d e r a l  regula tors .  

Please w r i t e  us back and l e t  us  know what you w i l l  do t o  p r o t e c t  u s .  

Thank you, 

ROBERT FEIKLOWICZ 

___cli 
DIANA & K I R K  ROOSE 

WALTER CLARKE KAREN SQUIRES 

_I 

CATHY MILLER 

J U D I T H  BUHOVECKEY SARAH KAPCAR JOAN GOOLSBY 

- 
GARY SART I N  I THOMAS RYCHLEWSKI 
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Dear Jim Caldwell, 
I would like to take the time to tell you that it upsets me to 

no end to know that with ail that is going on today in our world 
tbat I have to worry about a Nuclear Power Plant that is 
practilly in my back yard with a hole in it the size of a football. 
Not only that it went un-noticed for over 6 years by your staff 
but also that it was found on accident. I live ia- 
sad so do my family and marry of my friends, I want to know 
what it is you are planning on doing to ensure my safety and 
the safety of ail those ]I know and even people that 1 don’t? We 
already know that you and your staff failed to do their jobs in 
preventing this from happening, ob and don’t let me even get 
into all the other problems that have been encountered since 
the plant has been off line. I know First Energy put PROFIT 
BEFORJ3 PEOPLE’S SAFETY! Why i s  that? Is it not the 
NlRC’s jab to ensure safety before all else? I ask that seeing you 
and your staff whom can’t guarantee a safe re-opening that 
you keep the PIant and that Reactor OFF LINE!!! and SHUT 
IT DOWN PERMANENTLY!!! The hole never should have 
occurred and my families’ safety never should have been risked 
just to get 8 few extra years out of an old and dangerous plant! 
I would like a response to this with your reasons behind what 
has gone on! Thank you and may God have mercy on you for 
putting all of us at risk! 

c 

Sincerely, 
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Look me in the eye 
and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 



Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-435 1 

Look me in the eye 
and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 

Dear Sir: 

Ever since March 6,2002, when the hole was discovered in the Davis-Besse Nuclear Plant’s 
reactor, I have had serious concerns about this plant’s safety record. I have relatives that live 
within the 25 mile radius of that plant. I myself live - This region would be 
seriously impacted in the event of a nuclear accident. ?!!lm!m eeds to be sure it is 
absolutely safe to fire up that plant in the future. The lives of too many people and the economy 
of an entire region depend on the safe operation of Davis-Besse if it is put into active use again. 
The need for cheap electric power should never be put before the issues of safety. 

Joyce E. Rea 
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September 29,2003 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
801 WarrenviUe Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-4351 

Dear Mr. Caldwell - 
I am writing in response to a request fiom the Ohio Citizen Action committee that 
I let you know I wish the Davis-Besse nuclear plant to r e d  closed until it 
passes every available safety test and that it not reopen until every possible 
inf?action has been corrected. 

Sincerely yours, 
LZ L c - 7  
Louise C. Beckemeyer 
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Mi. Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
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’ 

Dear Mr. Caldwell, 

My family and I live along the shores of Lake Erie, i m h i o .  We are 
members of the Ohio Citizen Action Organization. We are writing to you today to for 
your consideration in keeping the DavisIBesse Nuclear Power Reactor from going back 
on line. 

Since the events of 9/11, we are most concerned with the fact that the Davis-Besse 
Nuclear Reactor could be a prime terrorist target, especially since the reactor is so old and 
in constant need of major repair, as was evident last March 6, 2002, when the 5” x 7” 
hole was discovered in the reactor. 

May I remind you that Public Safety should be the top concern of the NRC. 
Please do not allow First Energy’s schedule to dictate your discussion. 

AS you may know, our community is downwind of the Davis Besse plant, as so we have 
always been concerned with the fact of the prevailing west winds. 
Since 9/11 however, we are even more concerned with the deteriorating condition of this 
aging reactor, as anyone can see how it could become a easy target. Just imagine the 
devastation that would occur. 

Please, Mr. Caldwell, please consider keeping the Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Reactor 
closed down. 

Please, Mr. Caldwell, its the right thing to do! 

Thank you for your time, and your consideration of this critical issue. 

The Robert Szekely Family 



September 18,2003 

Mr. Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Nudear Regulatory Commission 
801 Warrenville Road 
lisle, IL 605324351 

Dear Mr. Caldwell: 

Thank you for taking the time to read our letter. We will keep it brief. 

My wife and I live minutes from Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Plant. Davis-Besse has 

that Davis-Besse would never come that dose to disaster again. However, it did. I n  
March 2002, an employee discovered a 5%7" hole on the reactor. The acid had leaked 
through 6 inches of steel, leaving only 3/8" of a stainless steel to seal the reactor. 

had two neardisa R ers since 1985. I n  1985, the NRC went to great lengths to assure 

Our concern is that public safety is 1Jop priority and not First Energy's schedule. Some 
statistics from a 1982 study performed for the NRC follow. If a core meltdown were to 
o a r  at Davis-Besse it would cause over 10,000 thousand deaths due to exposure to 
radiation. I n  addion, it would also cause over 70,000 radiation related injuries. It would 
cause ~$160 billion in damages to Davis-Besse alone, not induding health care cosls to the 
affected population, lost wages, relocation expenses, decontamination & or kx t  property 
or farmland. Finally, an accident at Davis-Besse could destroy Lake Erie and potentially the 
Great Lakes system-the largest freshwater system in the world. Lake Erie provides 
drinking water to 11 million people. If Lake Erie were destroyed, Ohio tourism, fishing and 
agricuttural indusbies would also sutTer tremendously. 

I n  considering the ecology, economy and health of Lake Erie region and the many lives at 
risk, my wife and I request that you keep Davis-Besse nudear reactor dosed. 

Thanks again, 
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Do Not Open The Davis-Besse Plant!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

I live in 1 Ohio. I am within the radiation span of this plant shoufd 

anything go wrong. I have 3 children and I am mostfy concerned with their safety. Some 

plants are so concerned &out jobs, money and schdules, that theG'do 

public's interest at hart .  Well you can have 12 million reasoks why you should not ;pen 

this plant. They would be thk 12 miIlion people that use Lake Erie as their m&n water ' 

source. I am one of those 12 million, and my children are 3 moie of those 12 niillion. 

5 
take the 

NRC's top priority should be the public. The peopfe that surround that plant and' the 

people that live right by it. Your top priority should not be First Energy's schedule. For 

once I wish the owner of a company would take ib account for alI the peupIe they will 

injure vs. the money they will make. 

I and about 12 million others want you to keep the Davis-Besse nuclear reactor 

closed-PLEASE! ! 

I am sending you my Name & Address: Sarah Chandler 

Please respond to this immediately. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Miss Sarah Chandler 

f 
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NRc's top priority should be the public. The people that surround that plant and the 

people that live right by it. Your top priority should not be Fist  Energy's schedule. For 

once I wish the owner of a company would take in account for all the people they will 

injure vs. the money they will make. 
, 

I and about 12 million others want you to keep the Davis-Besse nuclear reactor 

dosed-PLEASE!! 

I am sendw you my Name & Address: Sarah Chandler 

Please respond to this immediately. Thank you. 

; Sincerely, 

Miss Sarah Chandler 
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Dear Mr. Caldwell, 

We are very glad that you are keeping the Davis-Besse 
nuclear closed. I t  is good that the NRC's top priority 
mustbe public safety and not FirstEnergy's schedule. If 
not for you many of the people we have today would have 
died and been very ill. Also, because of you we still have 
clean water t o  drink. We can also go t o  Lake Erie and be 
safe in the water. I hope that nothing dangerous happens 
in a few years and we will t ry  our best in every way we 
can. 

Amanda Brickman Age 12 

Bradley Brickman Age 10 

Kelly Brickman Age 7 
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Look me in the eye 
and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 

Hello,my family and I are alarmed and concerned with information recieved of the 
Davis-Besse Nuclear Reactor. Ohio citizen action brought us the facts surrounding an action 
to close the plant down. We agree. My family consists of my Grandma, Aunt, Cousin, and 
myself when I am away from school in Arizona. We live in Strongsville, Ohio, a suburb of 
Cleveland. Also nearby are my cousins David, Robin, Dana, their children, my Uncle Russell, 
Uncle Donald, Aunt Shirley, my mom and dad, and my little brother. We share the same 
concerns. We are aware of the health risks of the Nuclear facility. We also know how difficult 
it is to harness the power of the atomic energy. Due to health, economic,and environmental 
reasons, we agree that the risks aren't worth the consequences. 

Threats of meltdowns are apparent, and the maintenance of the facility costs too 
much in taxes for the people. Money should be the least of our worries. We live in a country 
that supplies less than 25% of the world's resources, but has 75% of the world's waste. We 
need power, but our culture is too apprehensive to try new energy efficient alternatives. The 
expense of Nuclear Power could be spent on more eco-friendly methods of power creation 
and conservation, such as wave, solar, and wind energies. These are ecologically correct 
methods of harnessing energy. They are expensive to research and develop, but the fuel 
neccessary is cheap and abundant. 50 garage sized wave power facilities on the coast of 
California could supply the southwestern United States with power. One of these said facilities 
exists in the coast of Ireland, and it powers much of the country. Where are our alternatives? 
They exist in tax breaks for fuel efficient vehicles, but there are no choices publicly available 
for electricity. 

children. Leukemia lurks in a 30 year distance of subjectivity to radioctive hazards. How 
many people have you known that have had cancer? On March 6th, the facufty at 
Davis-Besse found a 5 by 7 inch hole in the reactor. Three-eighths of an inch separated us 
from a meltdown. The negatives of Nuclear power exceed the positives. One meltdown 
means 10,000 cancer related deaths in the exposed population, 1,400 fatalities from radiation 
exposure other than cancer, and 73,000 injuries related to radiation, all in a 25 mile radius. 
Public safety is our number one priority, and what we are hoping to preserve with this action. 

geological time. What is to be left over to the next wave of planetary evolution? The great 
contaminated lakes, will be replacing the great lakes freshwater system, slowly destroying our 
current habitat and the biodiversity within. 

reactor closed. We seek immediate action to save our health, money, and environment. 
Please respond to our concerns, because this is your world as it is ours. 

What is important to us is our Health, and most importantly, the health of our 

Environmentally we have to realize that humans may not exist much longer in 

We are acting on this to pursuade the powers that be, to keep the Davis-Besse 

Page 1 
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Hello,my family and I are alarmed and concerned with information recieved of the 
Davis-Besse Nuclear Reactor. Ohio citizen action brought us the facts surrounding an action 
to close the plant down. We agree. My family consists of my Grandma, Aunt, Cousin, and 
myself when I am away from school in Arizona. We live in Strongsville, Ohio, a suburb of 
Cleveland. Also nearby are my cousins David, Robin, Dana, their children, my Uncle Russell, 
Uncle Donald, Aunt Shirley, my mom and dad, and my little brother. We share the same 
concerns. We are aware of the health risks of the Nuclear facility. We also know how difficult 
it is to harness the power of the atomic energy. Due to health, economicland environmental 
reasons, we agree that the risks aren't worth the consequences. 

Threats of meltdowns are apparent, and the maintenance oft facility costs too 
much in taxes for the people. Money should be the least of our worries. e live in a country 
that supplies less than 25% of the world's resources, but has 75% of the rld's waste. We 

expense of Nuclear Power could be spent on more eco-friendly methods of power creation 
and conservation, such as wave, solar, and wind energies. These are ecologically correct 
methods of harnessing energy. They are expensive to research and develop, but the fuel 
neccessary is cheap and abundant. 50 garage sized wave power facilities on the coast of 
California could supply the southwestern United States with power. One of these said facilities 
exists in the coast of Ireland, and it powers much of the country. Where are our alternatives? 
They exist in tax breaks for fuel efficient vehicles, but there are no choices publicly available 
for electricity. 

children. Leukemia lurks in a 30 year distance of subjectivity to radioctive hazards. How 
many people have you known that have had cancer? On March 6th, the faculty at 
Davis-Besse found a 5 by 7 inch hole in the reactor. Three-eighths of an inch separated us 
from a meltdown. The negatives of Nuclear power exceed the positives. One meltdown 
means 10,000 cancer related deaths in the exposed population, 1,400 fatalities from radiation 
exposure other than cancer, and 73,000 injuries related to radiation, all in a 25 mile radius. 
Public safety is our number one priority, and what we are hoping to preserve with this action. 

geological time. What is to be left over to the next wave of planetary evolution? The great 
contaminated lakes, will be replacing the great lakes freshwater system, slowly destroying our 
current habitat and the biodiversity within. 

reactor closed. We seek immediate action to save our health, money, and environment. 
Please respond to our concerns, because this is your world as it is ours. 

need power, but our culture is too apprehensive to try new energy efficien 3 alternatives. The 

What is important to us is our Health, and most importantly, the health of our 

Environmentally we have to realize that humans may not exist much longer in 

We are acting on this to pursuade the powers that be, to keep the Davis-Besse 
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\ 





Look me in the eye 
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and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 



David McDowell 
2635 North Park Boulevard 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44 1 06 
(2 16) 93 2-4366 
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and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 

August 4,2003 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
80 1 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, IL 605324351 

Dear Mr. Caldwell: 

It has come to my attention the Davis-Besse nuclear power plant is to be 
reopened. Please do not let th~s happen. I do not need or want more medical 
bills or die before God wants me. 

I live in Huron, Ohio just a block and a half from the great Lake Erie. We are 
supposed to save the environnment, not destroy the beauty that surrounds us. 

Once again, please do not let Davis-Besse reopen. 

Thank you, 

Jenifer Ladwig 
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Economic 
This same study found that a meltdown at Davis-Besse would cause $84 billion in dam- 
ages in 1982 dollars-that's $159 billion in current dollars. 

This figure does not include health care costs to the affected population, lost wages, 
relocation expenses, decontamination costs, or lost property and farmland. 

in addition, an accident at Davis-Besse could destroy Lake Erie which is essential to 
Ohio's tourist, fish.ing, and agricultural industries. For example, Ohio's seven lakeshore 
counties earned $7.4 billion from travel and tourism in 1999. 

Envirunmental 
A meltdown at Davis-Besse would cause irreversible damage to Lake Erie and potentially 
the Great Lakes system-the largest freshwater system in the world. Twelve million people 
live in the Lake Erie watershed, including seventeen metropolitan areas with more than 
50,000 residents. The lake provides drinking water for eleven million of these people. 

PIeas e NRC 
Letters are most effective when put in your own words. Jim Caldwell of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) has the authority to keep Davis-Besse closed. 

Here are some tips to help you get started -- 
- 

Let him know where you live and why you and your family are concerned 
for your safety. 
Remind him that the NRC's top priority must be public safety, not 
FirstEnergy's schedule. 
Ask him to keep the Davis-Besse nuclear reactor closed. 
Make sure to include your name and return address and ask for an immedi- 

~ 

I 

-- - --- 

--\ Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator -\. 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission ; 

/ 801 Warrenviile Road 

-- 
Please tape your ietter to your front door by 8 pm. and leave the porch light on so 
it's easier to see. Thanks. 

- I 



.. . 



Dear Jim Caldwell, 
We live in University Heights Ohio. We are concerned for  our 

family's safety because the power plant has had multiple leaks. I f  
there ever were a meltdown than it would jeopardize everyone's 
health. 

Davis +esse nuclear reactor closed. We are two 7th and 8th 
graders who are concerned for our family. 

The N.R.Cs top priority is public safety. Please keep the 

sincerely, 
Sarah Anderson 

And 
Michelle Sutad j i 
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and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 
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and tell me Davis-Besse is safe . .  

K W L  L-&m,& c5&u%!J. 
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Look me in the eye 
and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Agency 
80 1 Warrensville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-435 1 

Dear Sir: 

My family and I live east of the Davis-Besse Nuclear power plant. In this era of 
terrorist attacks any nuclear plant is a prime target for those that would do our 
country harm. Apart from that very real concern, the administration of Davis- 
Besse has shown itself to be careless. How could a five by seven inch hole in the 
reactor go undiscovered for the time it took boric acid to leak through cracked 
pipes and eat through six inches of carbon steel? 

Whatever the answer to the above question, it is a risk not worth taking. Over 
10,000 cancer deaths would occur if there were a melt down of the plant’s reactor. 
I am well aware that our dependence on foreign energy is a good reason to have 
domestic nuclear production. As the regional administrator of the Nuclear Regula- 
tory Agency I am positive that you know of many safety violations that never 
reach the press. A melt down at Davis-Besse would be catastrophic in its effects in 
human health and in national treasure. Lake Erie would be destroyed. There could 
be as many as 73,000 radiation related injuries. Who can say how many early 
deaths. The cost of a melt down could exceed 160 billion dollars. 

Please do not allow Davis-Besse to go back on line 

Sincerely, 

3-m- 
Lois McClelland 
Sheffield Lake, OH 



Look me in the eye 
and tell me Davis-Besse is safe 

Jim Caldwell, Regional Administrator 
U.S . Nuclear Regulatory Agency 
80 1 Warrensville Road 
Lisle, IL 60532-435 1 

Dear Sir: 

I live downwind of the Davis-Besse Nuclear power plant, in SheEeld Lake, Ohio. 
In this era of terrorist attacks any nuclear plant is a prime target for those that 
would do our country harm. Apart fkom that very real concern, the administration 
of Davis-Besse has shown itself to be careless. How could a five by seven inch 
hole in the reactor go undiscovered for the time it took boric acid to leak through 
cracked pipes and eat through six inches of carbon steel? 

Whatever the answer to the above question, it is a risk not worth taking. I am well 
aware that our dependence on foreign energy is a good reason to have domestic 
nuclear production. As the regional administrator of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Agency I am dead on positive that you know of many safety violations that never 
reach the press. A melt down at Davis-Besse would be catastrophic in its effects in 
human health and in national treasure. Lake Erie would be destroyed. We need to 
invest in alternative energy sources that are environmentally fi-iendly or at worst, 
neutral. Please do not allow this plant to re-open. 

Sincerely , 

k=-b~a.--k b. 
Miles M. McClelland 
Sheffield Lake, OH 
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