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Nuke waste experts schedule meeting

Z‘Grassroots organization
leaders working on the high-levél
nuclear waste issue from 15 states
will meet Friday through Sunday

at Washoe Pmes RanchinWashoe , '
" May 28 that Yucca Mountain, |

Valley.

“Conferénce organizers plan to _

develop a legislative strategy for
improving the federal nuclear
waste program. = -

~~*This federally-mandated war
plans for a second repository, as
‘mandated under the Nuclear
‘Waste Policy Act of 1982. :

between the states is dangerous
and wasteful,” Citizen Alert direc-

tor Bob Fulkerson said. “The De-

- partment of Energy is counting on
the “divide and conquer’ strategy
to enable them to shove the dump

on the politically weakest state.
“We hope a national coalition

will emerge from this conference

to prevent this from happening.”
‘DOE officials announced on

Hanford, Wash., and Deaf Smith
County, Texas were the three!

finalists for the nation’s first high- '
level nuclear waste repository. '

DOE also said it had stopped

Citizen Alert, Fulkerson said,
formed in 1975 around the high-
level nuclear waste disposal issue. |
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) SUN Staff Writer
and United Press Internatioaal

BOSTON — The Department of Energy “took

. advantage” of fallout from the Chernobyl nuclear

accident to vent radioactive debris from a failed
“Star Wars” nuclear test in Nevada, a radiation
expert charged Wednesday.

Department of Energy officials in Nevada and

Washington denied the underground nuclear
weapons test named “Mighty Oak” was part of the
Strategic Defense Initiative or that any Iodine 131
left its tunnel, 2,000 feet beneath Rainier Mesa.

Rosalie Bertell also said France, West German =~

and Japanese governments may also have timed
unpublicized venting of nuclear power plant
radioactivity to coincide with the global cloud of

debris from the Sovnet accxdent.

r ~

"It was opportunistic 'iiéhtihg - S0 they could
blame it o the Russians,” Bertell, a biostatistician

" 'who heads the Intemanonal Institute of Concern for
“ Public Health in Toronto, said in an interview.

“The U.S. Department of Energy apparently took
advantage of the Chermobyl accident to wvent

‘radioactive debris from the failed Mighty Oak
nuclear test blast at the Nevada Test Site” on Apnl
_10 she charged CEE '

C—

A DOE spokesman in Washington dismissed the
charge, saying: “Of course it’s not true.” | ...

DOE Nevada Operations spokeswoman Barbara.
Yoerg said monitors knew the difference between :
test site radiation and that from Chernobyl because .
the Soviet radioactivity had Iodine 131 with other.
fissiozable products. No radioactive particles, othér*
than inert gases, left the test site tunnel, she added.,

(See RADIATION, Page SA) -
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, Radiation expert: U.S took advantage of Chernobyi:
e " (Continued from Page 14) .. - Z a much less dangerous iadioacti,ve' éas - from ‘i'wg disputed the entire scenario painted by the * same,” she 'said,-noiing’ “ history” of the U8,

|+ The venting, delayed until April 27, a day after  the April 10 Nevada test. o radiological health expert. “We think the doors - masking radioactive . releases to coinclde - with
‘ ¢ ;- the Chernobyl accident, “seriously contaminated” . . “That would be a first class scientific miracle” if  closed, the way they were Supposed to a millisecond  various ‘worldwide emissions, the latest during
: + Salt Lake City, Utah, and Spokane, Wash. = 1o other radioactive matter was released, said after the blast, but that is pure speculation,” she  China's nuclear tests in the 1970s, M
. downwind from the Nevada site — with high levels  Bertell, a former consultant to both theEPAandthe said. “We don’t know what went wrong with the - 1p the April 10 test, part of the Strategi'g Defanse
L I of ‘radioactive lodine 131, Bertelf said. U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission and member test.” - C - ' .+ . Initiative “Star Wars” research, a hydrogen bomb
1 ventilation prossucinse ot rediation fromnormal  of the citizens advisory commitics to the Presk. Yoerg denied Mighty Oak was part of “Star . was exploded underground. A’ closed somiers

. ventilation procedures only released noble gases  dent’s Commission on the accident at Three Mile - " , e e
such as Xenon 133 and Krypton, just outside of the Island. o ‘ 2 Wars” It was a nuclear weapons-related test, she  doors were opened for milliseconds to capture

. A : . o C said, costing an estimated $70 million. Ctews are radioactivity for a weapon beam, but the doors

portheast border of the test site,” Yoerg said. Yoerg said three test site workers were exposed digging a tusnel parallel to tfe contaminated oneto closed late and the chamber filled with radioactive
- 'Yoerg, explained that noble gases won't react  to low levels of iodine 131 inside the tunnel when retrieve some $20 million of monitoring equipment.  gases, Bertell said, ' N ,

: with living cells and radiation measured on  they entered to recover monitoring equipment. The o ' . “This is very shabby reportin ina éouh.tx'y with ~

e Toonitors 45 miles northeast of the tunnel showed  radiation inside the tunnels is under investigation. - “The group that has been lying to us is the DOE, : ry y reporting :

-

“ ) : - » A - freedom of information,” Bertell said. “The:irony is
very low” levels of inert xenon 133. - . They all received less than one third of the al. Bertell said, - , : y

e e S BP0 M i sy T St g

fiSflox;able prodft.xct_s, s:le addteed.'all\fhghti?sak ddxd - Test site scientists thouihilt fatill?:d s.ttee; do%rsi because the Chernobyl radiation got into the jet . been guarding the chickens,” . - Ny i

) Dot release any fissionable material from its under- i three metric tons each, failed to close, but " » “ ' ion . i RITIE

) ground caven{ Yoerg noted. : ‘ o Ehing b Seam She sald, “and they don't want retaliation Bertell said the congressional panels created in_

_ - - aren’t sure what happened after the nuclear blast. ° ainst the Nevada Test Site and ‘Star Wars.™ ' ,
Bertell based her data on the Environmental The levels of radicactive iodine measured in the agal y ' ‘ ' the wake of the Chernoby] accident should press the |

Protection Agency's Chernobyl Federal Response  Western United State the EPA in the first two - Bertell, who just ended a six-week study in DOE — using the Freedom of Information Act — for’
Data lnform-'lgtiﬂl(l:y Sheet. The {)OE. which mnl;O the  weeks of May could no{ have been attributed to Europe into the bealth effects of Chernobyl, said  complete data on the venting from the -April 10:
Nevada Test Site, has never made complete spec- Chernobyl, Bertell said, which primarily emitted French and West German colleagues raised Nevada SDI test. . v Su

trum breakdowns public, she said. radioactive cesium 134, : ' “serious questions of deception” by those nations . “Istrongly urge immediate cessation of n.uc‘léfm-;~
“This information was shabby, not very However, EPA records publicly stated that venltmg mllclear pl;mts as the cloud spread from the testing at the Nevada Test Site by both thd United

credible,” she said, noting the DOE’s May 6 ad-  Chernoby) emitted lodiue 131, cesium 134 and strop-  uclear plant in the Ukraine, -~ States and Great Britain both in the interest of U.s,

mission there had been the release of only xenon133 _ tium 99, . : | . “And I suspect the Japanese may have done the  national security and public health,” she said. - ;

— - e -




