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LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 03-005, EMERGENCY DIESEL GENERATORS START
ON LOW VOLTAGE CONDITION

Licensee Event Report (LER) 03-005 is attached. The LER describes a start of the
emergency diesel generators on a low voltage condition. This event is reportable in
accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(iv)(A).

This letter contains no new commitments and no revisions to existing commitments.

Daniel 3. Malone
Site Vice President, Palisades Nuclear Plant

CC Regional Administrator, USNRC, Region ll|
Project Manager, Palisades Nuclear Plant, USNRC, NRR
NRC Resident Inspector — Palisades Nuclear Plant
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4. TITLE
EMERGENCY DIESEL GENERATORS START ON LOW VOLTAGE CONDITION
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9. OPERATING 14, THIS REPORT IS SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF 10 CFR 3: (Check all that apply)
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12. LICENSEE CONTACT FOR THIS LER
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Barb Dotson, Compliance Analyst (269) 764-2265
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16. ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, I.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines)

On August 14, 2003, at approximately 1607 hours EDT, with the plant operating at 100% power, an
electrical power grid disturbance occurred, resulting in 2 momentary lowering of voltage on both 2400
volt safety related buses 1C and 1D. The reduced voltage on the 2400 volt buses caused both
emergency diesel generators to start. However, the 2400 volt safety related buses remained
energized from offsite power throughout the event. Local grid conditions stabilized within
approximately five minutes. The diesel generators were secured at 1650 hours EDT. The plant
remained at full power throughout the event.

This event is reportable in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(iv)(A) as an automatic actuation of
the emergency AC electrical power system.
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17. NARRATIVE (If more space is required, use additional copies of NRC Form 366A)
EVENT DESCRIPTION

On August 14, 2003, at approximately 1607 hours EDT, with the plant operating at 100% power, an
electrical power grid disturbance occurred, resulting in a momentary lowering of voltage on both
2400 volt safety related buses [BU;EB] 1C and 1D. The reduced voltage on the 2400 volt buses
caused both emergency diesel generators [DG;EK] to start. However, the 2400 volt safety related
buses remained energized from offsite power throughout the event. Local grid conditions stabilized
within approximately five minutes. The diesel generators were secured at 1650 hours EDT. The
plant remained at full power throughout the event.

This event is reportable in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(iv)(A) as an automatic actuation of
the emergency AC electrical power system [EK].

CAUSE OF THE EVENT

The emergency diesel generators started, as designed, when undervoltage was sensed on the 2400
volt safety related buses.

SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE

As described above, all equipment functioned as designed. The safety significance of this event was
minimal.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS
No corrective actions were required to be taken at the plant as a result of this event.

PREVIOUS SIMILAR EVENTS

LER 98-013, “Safeguards Transformer Tap Changer Failure Causes Inadvertent Diesel Generator
Start.”

LER 00-003, “Inadvertent Closure of Emergency Diesel Generator 1-1 Output Breaker.”

LER 03-003, “Loss of Shutdown Cooling and Emergency Diesel Generator Start.”
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