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Gentlemen:

The Strategic Teaming and Resource Sharing (STARS)1 nuclear power plants endorse the
comments provided by the Nuclear Energy Institute on NUREG-1805, Fire Dynamics Tools
Quantitative Fire Hazard Analysis Methods for the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Fire
Protection Inspection Program. STARS supports the concept of standardized guidance and
training for inspectors charged with inspection activities of fire protection features. STARS
believes the advancement of tools that support and promote the advancement of risk informing
processes is important. STARS believes in the principals noted in the NUREG of a risk
informed, objective, predictable, understandable focused regulatory process and believes that
documents such as this help achieve that goal. However, there may be a tendency for individuals
to take the course work and NUREG and set out on their own and become isolated. Fire
Protection is a complex field that many times requires the assistance of fire protection experts.
The NRC should emphasize that independency is not the goal of this document and that
inspectors must seek guidance. In addition, STARS is concerned at the lack of guidance
provided for differences in engineering judgment between the licensee and the inspector and the
lack of specific instruction for issue resolution. This leads to a concern as to what the licensee
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will ultimately be held to in situations where the licensee and the inspector have a difference in
understanding.

The NUREG provides a conservative method for estimating fire risk. With conservative data
inputs and a novice user, inappropriate results can be generated. Because Fire Protection is so
complex, a small difference in input can change results such that without full depth of
understanding, the interpretation could lead to inappropriate findings. Therefore, the NRC user
needs to fully understand the nature of the methodology and it's limitations and put the results in
the appropriate context. It will be difficult for inspectors to meet this expectation without the
broader background, experience and training of a fire protection expert.

The STARS plants appreciate the opportunity to comment on NUREG 1805. If there are any
questions regarding these comments, please contact me at 254-897-6887 or dwoodlal @txu.com.

Sicerely

D. R. Woodlan, Chairman
Integrated Regulatory Affairs Group
STARS


