
WASTE nMAAOEMEPAT AUTUMN HILLS RECYCLING & DISPOSAL FACILITY
August 26, 2003 700 56th Avenue

Zeeland, MI 49464
(616) 688-5777

Mr. Sam Nalluswami (616) 688-5781 Fax

Project Manager
USNRC, Decommissioning Branch
Nuclear Materials Safety and Safeguards/Division of Waste Management
Two White Flint North
11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852-2738

Subject: Request for Extension of Due Date for Submittal of the Decommissioning Plan
SCA Hartley & Hartley Landfill Site, Kawkawlin Township, Michigan
NRC Materials License No. SUC-1565, Docket-No. 40-9022

Dear Mr. Nalluswami:

Waste Management, Inc., hereby requests the USNRC's approval to amend NRC Materials
License SUC-1565 for the SCA Hartley & Hartley Landfill Site in Kawkawlin Township, Michigan, to
extend the due date for submittal of the Decommissioning Plan to November 30, 2003. The current
due date is September 30, 2003, as approved by the USNRC on October 10, 2001, as part of
Amendment No. 2 to this license. This extension request is being made pursuant to 10 CFR
Part 40.4 2(g)(2), which allows an alternative schedule if such a schedule is necessary to the effective
conduct of the decommissioning operations and presents no undue risk from radiation to the public
health and safety and is otherwise in the public interest. Waste Management believes that this is the
case.

This request to extend the due date for submittal of the Decommissioning Plan is being made in light
of new information that has prompted Waste Management to propose the termination of its license
for unrestricted release, rather than for restricted release as had been contemplated previously. Waste
Management's decision is based on two factors. First, the results for the samples of site media
collected in December 2002 and in May 2003 at the same locations as those collected in July 2000 did
not confirm the elevated radioactivity levels that were originally reported. In fact, the radioactivity
levels measured in the confirmation samples were generally one to two orders of magnitude lower
than the levels reported in the original samples. Secondly, in May, the USNRC published its staff
recommendations for changes to the License Termination Rule (SECY-03-0069). Among the
recommendations in the SECY Paper is the recommendation to use more realistic exposure scenarios
for future land use-(i.e;,.scenarios other than the default scenario of a resident farmer). This shift in
the NRCS thinking supports Waste Management's plan to develop an alternative exposure scenario
as part of a Decommissioning Plan for unrestricted release. The decision to terminate the license for
unrestricted release required additional evaluation of the data, as well as discussions between Waste
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Management and its technical consultants. We will also need some extra time to fully incorporate this
new direction into the Decommissioning Plan.

When we meet with the USNRC on September 9, we would like to discuss these recent developments
in more detail, as well as other project-related issues.

In the meantime, your timely response to this request would be greatly appreciated. Please call me, at
(616) 688-5777, if Xou have any questions.

Sincerely

Phillip M. Mazor
Remedial Projects Manager

cc: Claudia Craig, USNRC
Gene Bonano, USNRC Region III
Jim Forney, Waste Management, Inc.
Jack Dowden, Waste Management, Inc.
Rachel Schneider, Quarles & Brady
Linda Hicken, RMT
Gene McLinn, RMT
James Wedekind, RMT
Bill Thomas, IEM
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