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X: UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

Reply to:
1050 East Flamingo Road
Sui te 319
Las Vegas, Nevada 89119
Tel: (702) 388-6125
FTS: 598-6125

TO: John J. Linehan, Director, (HLPD), Division of
High-Level Waste Management, M/S 4-H-3

FROM: Paul T. Prestholt, Sr. Dn-Site Licensing Representative

DATE: August 18, 1989

SUBJECT: NEWSPAPER ARTICLES(S)

Please find enclosed more information that appeared in
our local newspaper that is of interest.

PTP:nan

cc: Greg Cook .
Sue Gagner, GPA/PA, M/S 2 65, OWFN
Rosetta Virgilio, GPA/SLITP, M/S 3 D23, OWFN
FPhil Justus
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rehsh mtervemng il What- grants( ‘the governor,’ ]

sf Ueé{glature finally joiried with the
" executive branch in & united voice |
' -agamst plans by the Energy De-

posxtory?at‘“Yucca ‘Mountain;
about!100° miles from Las’ ‘Vegas. |
Sy r'Thé “Energy“Department TIOW. f_

| concern b because of a pew law that
‘makes it illegal to locate a high- ‘
level nuclear dump in the state. |
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ty-went to-work: forsthe: federal:z -University ofﬂcials ‘are ex-’
t:goverxnment. vz pected to -ask: Attorpey General
AL hypothetxcal‘,situation, he: ‘Brian® McKay whether "the “new
sa;dL coulcr occur, with'the: At.ate - Jaw prohibiting a nulcear dump in.
and _the  federal * “government‘at® Nevada would prevent them from
'”‘"‘afe ““odds'and énd up in a courthearing”‘taking the’ eontract.‘"’"“"* e
“or congressional session:"He! saidtf% P 5 e
""‘: y -9 h ‘7 - . N .
gzn?r;rgn m&w; speak with a single voxce, .said

: « .the governor. He said the state has
testify in opnﬂ:ch with the posxtion -rejected money in the past from

: ;the government to accept the site.

argumg when you have the other 1 1 - Bryan complamed the energy
side bring: in’ people from your .department-was using:-a “divide

' said -and conquer” tactic by trymg to
1hmeMLreL&r¢em ShAvRE

The }govemo sa:d*

T Butié fhé’ ai

partment: to ‘locate ‘a nuclear re-
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But beyond that, he said he was
worried about ‘“clouding the.

message” of Nevada if a universi-
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; .C'ARSONLCITY (UPI) P Govi ‘o nof support Fish and Wildiife’ s dangered will ot stop the spread |
» Bob Miller 'and Attorney General ~ contention that a respiratory dis-~ of the disease, it.will give scien--
] Brian“McKay possible ‘rivals in -ease:is:endangering the desert tists time to work to control the
. 51<néxt year’s election, joined forces:: tortoise population in Nevada, as outbreak, providing extra protec- ‘
Tuesday:to fight the Ut.g. ﬁan% ‘it is in other areas. .-=¢ 345745 ;  tion for the tortoise. . vt -
. i Wildlife Service over the issue o tecting the dae rtoxse - Nevada-will” seek ‘to’ be
- yghe desert tortoise.ivyria-Y wrivts 'anc‘l‘l::lz;.hdmg fot,!:,eet th{,t,f;’eds of repmented at a hearing Thurs-
13 ¥The federal agency last month ‘growth ‘are not mutually ‘ex-, day-in the court of U.S. District
.'invoked emergency powers to list" “clusive,” Miller said.. e . Judge Stanley S. Harris on a2 mo-
"the tortoise population in the West :=:. L 2 tion for a preliminary-injunction
" as'ar'endangered species. It could - “The - b&‘t 5°1“t’°“ to assure 'sought by the developers agamst
mean -developers in’ Las - Vegas that economic: growth. continues the federal agency. - - ,
would haveto delay or even scrap :-2nd that jobs are not lost would be - *This case involves stnkmg an
plans for'millions” of dollars iof - -to move the tortoise to a preserve - gnoronriate balance between the
5 pomtmction?;.." R TIVIUNL 0T B fﬂd maintain theppmg;v’e OVera npeeds of -wildlife and a growing
: “, iMiller ,ananMcKay said the ong-term basis..; .. vz p % population,” McKay said. “In light
~state ‘will file:a ‘motion to: inalev A mystenous mpiratory dis-- of this, the state must be given an
.tervene’in’ .&%'suit brought by- ease has broken out in the Mojave .adequate voice to protect its in-
. Southern*Nevada developers and - desert . tortoise population 0 Erests. - oo e - e m e
" ;iocal governments to stop the de-- Southern California, Utah, : Miller,.a Democrat, may be
- signation by the'Fish and Wildlife Arizona and Nevada, according to challenged next year by McKay, a.
Semeeﬁ NEE R e & the Fish and Wildlife Service. Repubhcan, but m tlus case t.hey
*McKay said the facts available ‘While listing the species as en- are united. i =
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;v‘“level ‘miclear Waste’ o h:éhwazg

ugh *nelghborlfoéds

Transportation * -ask Fére
'h_.xsiexpected 10 get’ urider resented by about 20 “org: “
t:ons from: across the country at'a
ifveekend meetmg -at:th

T BT

‘tia"ﬁ.“ t‘hxgh

all 7o over’,

rce. Tep- Lwhe

lamied' 1ts strategy

- An xtmerary‘ dxscussed Fnday
}by the; group‘;wouldxstartdmth‘ai :
ytrip betweenaﬂeno tand;. Sacra-
i mento,j moye-on’ to: Los’Angeles;
$Las Vegas and, Salt Lake: :City}

reposxtones is expected next year,

{tain; located on the Nevada Test:’

¢~ Thetrip: gcould scontinue’ Q‘Wegas. ‘High level commercml ra=3 ' to various’ locatxons, Jincluding’;

gthroughout the country, mcludmg "dioactive.waste is proposed to b’ i" site in Idaho; pending completior .

$a-stop.in. Washmgton D.C. uried. in' shafts dnlled mto the of the New Mexico plant: . :

§ ‘The show will likely ‘consist o mountain; 5 s :#'% Lind Bjornsen, representing : tain will do to us and OFhel' hvmg
fa caravan of ‘automobiles” and Opposed by most Nevada elect- : the Idaho-based Snake River Al- thmgs, Harney said.: -;

,truck carrying -a nuclear waste - édoﬁ'icmls the dump has not yet -
container, which measures 5 feet - been approved. The timeline for
by 12 feet, Fulkerson said. Stops opening such a repository is sev-

at cities would include rallys, eral years away, but tests are on--

news conferences and meetings going at the site,
with local officials, ~
"~ With- 60 groups- repmentmg Wasta Isolation Pilot Plant, is lo-™
several thousand people on the . cated near Carlsbad, N.M., and is_
‘task force, an’ effective demon-.-
stration can be accomplished,’ he: active wastes. The plant, which
said. - " wxllstorethewaste2000feetbe-

Chris Brown, theLasVegas co— low ground, is not scheduled to

1
l' ,‘n.»l

wdiolend qinaiats

N ordxnator of - Citizen -Alert, said : ¢ : :
the .timing is.important’ because .. will possess lethal levals of radio-
‘congressional action on the waste ; acthty for 24 000 yeal-s_.

¥ The repository under consider : - si
ation. in Nevada is Yucca Moun-. - ;

1Site!60: miles- northwest: of. Las

* 31~ - The other repository, called the

proposed to hold mxhtary radio-.

I-Iarney of Battle Mountain, rep:
resenting the :-Western Shoshone
nation.: Native  Americans: are
¢oncerned - about: the Yucce
Mountain' project: and . other:nu-
clear ‘waste- storage’ facilities; be-

cau'_sa'»of the . effects’; the :wast

T8

could: have. on. the environment

S

v Currently'-'—

- expended | fiiel on’ sits: Military :
wastes' have’ been' being shipped -

- Pollution' of the ground ‘wate:
is a real possibility, he said. Suct
a disaster would destroy theu- way
. of life, Harney said. .

- Fulkerson said the task foros

liance, -which counts: between - ;.
5,000 and 10,000 supporters, said .
the group is ooncerned about all
nuclear waste, -

s Bjomsen said Idaho is bemg L
- used as'a temporary ‘repository. = would Jlike to see nuclear waste
for nuclear waste from the Rocky " 'stored.as safely as possible at
- Flats nuclear research facility in : each site where it is generated fol
- Colorado. Opening the New Mex:;  .the next 50 to 200 years. This
ico site would mean transportmg, " would allow time for research anc
it several hundred miles.- = - . = solutions to dealing with high lev-

Also at the meeting was Corbin' . el nuclear wastes, he said.
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“radioactive’ dump'at‘Yucca*
GhStainealling the plana*wish " Encrgy I
g =iy atziheliso Yolide: Hoover- Datn 2

-eprwentativm from~Ciﬂzen~ waste route,"Patlos

a@@ﬂgya@g@m

.\q_zjl - aR asad LV 5
.+, - the Waste Isolation “Pilot Pro;ect ,
A Boulder:City tepresentative in:New-Mexi¢o! 25527525k

O

~—— " agreed : with-him. Jeff:Patlovich#:*+In the waning hours of the 1989
rNevada md’earqvaste pro- *said~comting: Hooverfl)am*as' "Leglslature,' lawmakers:*passed -
.oiﬁcxélifﬂ'bursday “criticized shipping route iswrong#u e -—ABzzz,‘forbidding nucleat dumip--
rk County’s approach to study-73:¢“Tliere’s a pmumphon, but the :‘ing or storage in the state, Strolin
impacts froma proposed high- - “plani doesnot stidy* whether:that< saidi® peiasdisy el
3 a‘correct route,?thésaid P8 Y77 Watkins' WS said’ that it could
: Department‘ plans>in-~take: four. Zyears'*io -tﬁght the~
Sa*nnclear “Nevada:law in’thé’ courts"" :‘9%‘
¢h §aid 19%5-45 7 But: Congress: is*holding study .

;Fm

Mﬁzf

$and(Nevadans 7Against¢the s Strolin warned countyand city <fundsfor: ‘Nevada hostage, Strolin -

;_ Nficlear.Dum

Dump said that the coun- {fficials that General° Accounting “said"The staté received $4 million -

tyfs*plan contradxcted the :state’s "Ofﬁcei‘audltors Lwillztfrown 3on- of : :its*$23" million*request; ‘with -

ition"to :the repository. <3

015

}&Rnuclear -waste'study*funds:being another $6 million'left to Wtkins’
={The? ClatKL Connteruclear i msed-to ‘build roadsstreets; ‘even i discretion™if1theé~state* ‘Peleases”
pste Steering Committee met to i the. Black: Canyon: Bridgeacross “environmental permit’s ‘needed to
: ‘dim ‘a.draft‘impact stndy. plan "Hoover Dam; if the foutes‘are not ~study-Yuccd MountainSiemsntass

I degHm . up. . by Richard"Moore, a used to transport nuclear waste to “xxThe state has staunchly refused
W’ﬁmmg( copsaltant; onthe, Yucca:Mountaifl, about.90.miles :to deal with the DOE, Strolin said.*

keeper;',mxssﬂe:pto,;ect. §anorthwat Las: Vv
onithe: -wrong .75~

régasivdid:

xR

- cquld-expenence sarso;.percent

' The: county’s approach could

'chlll on:gaming:aftér:arnuclear:

.acecident,:. said_ Chns:Brown,
:Cit‘izen‘Ale!'t mrdlnator‘s -:' 3 '. éfi::“lzm* at“a ]oss’ for WOrds’
SRoFighting: thet dump:should:be ® "ost,"'Moore said;‘addingihe
< our *prime concern, 2¥said Tom ‘had"seeri \ the’ draft| plan-as as‘an
" Polikalas-of NAND. ¥ bateeq .= impact ‘assessment’ 2o b

‘<¥Those funds.can only:be.uvsed -

‘ For example, the plan calls for.

. ‘and ‘we don’t know:what the im- -
pagcts are;” Strolin saidAI". 512 - -payement “on“intersections

: ‘lf the impact study program is throughout Southem Nevada in
-seen as an invitation to the federal 1999 TN
goVemment to provide improve-  The Energy Department has
ments such-as streets, a-beltway pot. begun its study to explore
and a pew bridge over. Hoover Yucca Monntain’s suitability,
:'Dam, county -and-local .govern- Strolin said. <o —eiienls
: ments could lose funds, he said. "2 New: ‘Energy Secretary James
* x¥You've got a package promot- Watkins promised to reassess the
. ing-a whole variety -of. benefits troubled nuclear waste program
* that may come to the county from after President George Bush ap-
~the project, but they may not,” he pointed him. He found a- program
sand. ““Yow've approached 'this jn disarray and recently in-
from .a wish list. Yon've got the definitely delaved thé openine of.

:.—A

v#na N

“for/studying- repository:impacts, upgradmg rthe” civil*defense *
-system next year Fand $1 millionin -

‘sighal-an invitation, z although the
_County, Comtmss:on,, Las Vegas.
“City Couneil and North Las® Vegas.
': City Council have passed ‘resolu-
tlons agamst‘the dump, Strolin
d:i)h 15:?'(1 o N m.;&l FEE
Federal’c'ﬁﬁ ffom the nmclear :
‘ratepayers fund already have af- .
fected UNLV’s’'-Nuclear- Waste
Transportation Research Center,
.said Russell di Bartolo. Instead of
receiving an expected $1 million,
the center’s share was--cut: to
$200,000, -delaying monitoring of
transportation lmpacts for at
least a year.
“* Dennis Bechtel, connty nuclear
waste coordinator and committee-
chairman, said-the approach to
exploring impacts from the dump
will take time.
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.omentsz.of Zhighlyi:radioactive
{+waste to:.Yucca:Mountain, none ;
2 f them: near:the Nevada’ Test f
! Slte.af»’ Sl , B
"Threermost favorable:to

¥ ederal :government officials in--
- ¢lude :spurs:thiough: Caliente,

LCarlin-and . Jean, . said -Wendy ; !

Dlxon,‘.DOE -Yueea. Mountain

Project: ;ransportahon division
ciu'ector..#- e e

,L;me‘“mo* million Caliente ; $
" route’ swings; northwest - near*

tzumopah, thenz'drops southwest -+ 4
Yucca:‘Mountainj'The”. 4183

+| ~rhillionJean:plar: romtes 7250 - 3

iwyaste:shipments:a yearion+a ]
.track zfrom’. :Jean etozArden; | 1
northwest .along- the - Nevada- :
galifornia border, throngh. |
ahrump and into Yucca‘Monn- -
m

m.‘.‘m

Dlx?n“saxd ‘that Dom'ix'g?i Hot.
2l ade any “decision " on’ rail..
utes” .through” 'Nevada’_.and
1sked for comments from. state
Tocal: govemmenis.“fe o

;:By:Mary Manning. rfgdg;, »’j

ISTReLU. S RDepartment-of | |-
Energy: on -Thursday; mveiled.: |:/[:
- 13-possible’rail Toutes for ship-; .
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=5 s:*r“Why;bothé;:s”;ién

'_jasked.‘ 19:09id 2OIA 0T LR ANTRS Y S, S FishiFand* Wildlife |

N o

.?not ~consider-routesdcutting4f dwerftodbisé'-én éndanigered :

ﬁh’A"staterrepmentahve im-'-‘
- ately criticized the routes.
~1“T'm disappointed that DOE
n’t look at the route on the
backside of the Nevada Test .
. Site if you want.to stay away -
_ populated areas,” said Joe- ;
_ZS lin of the Nevada Nuclear
Projects Ofﬁce.‘n Frpa )
Lincoln. County had sub-
mgtted three. route alternates .
added to 10 submitted by DOE, -.
Dixon said; but agency head- -
“quarters- still had all of them

_ security reasons. s -7a.; £iT

» “Some peOpleyouworkformay “_ more than’one-eénvifonmental:

5 main track running through Las- said ‘Katie; Grassmesier. of . the -
Vegas. “This will mean a train. Yucca Mountain Project Office. .
— o

oL .-,\o

; ”i_&g? Y su?-pm by:lE:L,% l.mummgl ;
S350 O two axweek’.'_'for the 30-year 3
g the ¥ life of the dumnp; he ‘said. 2133,
“money to go all the way around&:_‘ #- Althoti vmtsd,sc‘u‘géd;rm“g’
‘the-Nevada.Test Site?’ Strolin_,}o:mtgtreadou tortoise habitat.

- Dixon said- that DOE: conld? VI Service Tdéclared:the™Mojave

~across IAir: Forceiland: or~the’; specxa"rortommll be’a con-" - ‘

. Nevada .Test Site for natlonal sideration “when: . DOE “seeks’

: licensing from the Nuclear Re- |
gulatory Comrmssion, if the or-
der becomes permanent.~ ' e

- Strolin sald DOE ‘may need

. “What 'you guys: have done
once again is knuckled under to
political pressure,” Strolin said. i

- not like those routes.” w2345/ jmpact statement-to~approve’

-~ William Andrews of SAIG, a-xrail routes thronghout the state.*
DOE -contractor, on:the Yucca 1+o= DOE expects; to_submit all-
Mountain project,-said-that the:“-proposed routes in:a plan for
+ proposed routes are not like the - public comment by December,
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in tbe vstate whefe the “stresa"nf :

= 2354 rel , R
bomays for the city oLas Veg: ° ' - urbanization, predators~and othe
{Nevada 1develoffs<told “a! Sedway Seeks ;factors’ -'g}so endangered J::;cv
federal &dgé’- - < tha't’;‘si.g; 1.CARSON. CITY. (UPT) — An inflvential as-". specie- A A L
Eluding the state’s désh torto E

-~semblyman™~Thursday- suggested the| state . al- ~
:locate ;at; least :$1 ;million: to help. kolve._ the... .

Bradfish ;said; thq,,ﬁeconomic in-’

Wlisting is rraonal. 7 by 1 , problemoftbedwerttortiose,whlchlnsbraught “A mysteriousmmbrokeo tinthquave : M’M-y" to Las- ~Vegas™ developé
_i| =/ Seeking an- injuneti a i o _1new construction.to a halt in Southery Nevada, - "Dwert tortoise_inSouthern; CsLifornia:anc the'. 5 fafls to ‘constitute. the kind of i 1;-
| the emnrgencGy;Mb t?on, at-‘;. . * 7% zAssembiyman Marvin' Sedway, D-Las Vegas, . Fish and Wildlife Service says t has sprec.d to - reparable harm needed to Jusﬁfy
] the! me“ oyaveh“ in. i desert by oisesin" |3 i - 'served notice to the Interim Finance C} ymmittee, . other states. To preserve the tor }oise, the fereral nst: the eﬁ-..

' Nevada should be"excded froms |

- *that ‘he-wonld ask the next meeting to dip into its agencyissued an emergency ordjir designating it -

led from® <emergencyfund for money to help rel>cate'the s an ‘endangeredspecies. mezming that new- ""’

 the.emergency 1istir ‘because” | - desert stortoiss;swhich has ‘been des lared an:  construction couldnotgoforwm‘dmareas where. - ‘:ll,'here 13110 Mdm_@at any
o R Srdence'fpy arein . « endangered species by the ULS; Fish and Wildlife . - these are located: "o, oo b =0 v =0 | °§u oemeses. Wil o into:
ifeopar yfrom’ dgab ly - :Serviee:t: JremyTIvOT  adt i aNEs e 37 3 2ob gwn, snBradfis 1:3’1!1:* RN

) ‘rq,iratory’ disease?i hasae.g’ . f;” KRt BT RIS o O T

S ﬂxthasstoppedcompletelyaﬂeasﬁ,_','!‘

Vasta speci SN
1 “Tbt::;hi:mraﬁat: m;:w , i T : — - . , _.____,._-wou]dbeat]eastqweekbeforehe
-regulation,”-attodry * Triviri & - Goldbloom ‘was-among'3’ ban!r pla'ﬁs”fof‘;‘millions 6f ‘dollars in myvkenous resplratory ' disease. ailment,‘*“the s no direet c:or-Lf m:ist‘;g the. ctz:se y‘mhget'e l“z
Goldbloor:told U. District - of attorneys representing the city - construction in .the Las. Vegas .poséil a danger-of wiping out the ; relation ‘betwicen the' listing and lg\r'e p ;m& on; 3; th a
c‘ml-tJndge‘stan]ey "“It,su and developets mﬁng .10 overs> oy area. Ayt :’t:".}f;{ "Tl' shpea,y . spe('nes £ :.!{' §3 u".:"x b M"'—?.deali“g'WIth hé dlsease to Save tb vaida f"t‘h r;enel n ecaseon'.

irratmnal.’! 4D Z4¥ “V8307T turn the listing, orat least modify: - - Interior Secretary: Mamnel Lu- 3+ ©“¥le contend. thatthere is no'-tortoises SCRES Do ESICE O e_gygar_opers.
~ ‘Lastimonth the U 1sh and it:so that: Nevada :is- exclnded. jan approved the emergency list-' -documented 'respiratory: diseaserims2 83 3 il fw 7, M"*“’ e Washington attorney : Andrew"'
,Wildlife“*Service voked* They argued the regulation conld - ing for tortmsmwatandnorthof in the tortoise: population’ in £ But gove nment . attorneys -Miller, representing Nevada, said,
;ereergency . powers + | list:the cause. ‘‘irreparable- -damage”: the Colorado 'River - after: con- “Nevida,”:Goldbloom-said.: He ~ argued th:jt' at .least” two 'the state wonld likely file several.
‘tortoise population in & West as * because protecting .the tortoises’:. servation™ groups- ‘petitioned the addéd that because there is no .veterinarians|in Nevada indicated. documents in the case over the
‘L‘s— habitat:-would. delay or. even halt- .department- claiming a: known ¢ure: for- the resplratory thediseaseh. ‘sspreadtotortonsa next few days. < fet ¢ o -
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