
STATE OF NEVADA

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL BUREAU
LEGISLATIVE BUILDING

CAPITOL COMPLEX
CARSON CITY, NEVADA 89710

Donald L. Vieth, Director
Waste Management Project Office
U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 14100
Las Vegas, NV 89114

Dear Don:

Thank you for agreeing to participate in the first meeting of the
Nevada Legislature's Committee on High-Level Radioactive Waste
(Senate Bill 55, chapter 211, Statutes of Nevada 1985). I believe
this meeting is extremely important since it will set the tone
for the committee during the interim study period. I feel the
committee should have a good idea where the project offce fits
and how it functions in the repository siting program.

The meeting will be held in the Clark County School District Board
Room at 2832 East Flamington Road in Las Vegas, Nevada.

The date of the meeting is Tuesday, August 20, 1-985. The time
will be from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. You have been scheduled from
10:45 a.m. to 12 noon, and the broad topic is Federal Programs
and Activities and whatever else you feel is important.

If you prepare a written copy of your discussion, the committee
secretary would be pleased to receive a copy prior to your
presentation.

I will look forward to seeing you on August 20th. If you have any
questions, please call me at 453-5855 or Don Bayer at 885-5392.

CC

Very truly yours,

Senator Thomas J. Hickey
Chairman, Nevada Legislature's
Committee on High-Level Radio-
active Waste in Nevada



MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA

NEVADA LEGISLATURE'S COMMITTEE ON HIGH-LEVEL
RADIOACTIVE WASTE IN NEVADA

(S.B. 55)

Date and Time:

Place:

Tuesday, August 20, 1985, at 9 a.m

Clark County School District Board Room
2832 East Flamingo Road
Las Vegas, Nevada 89121

I. Call to Order and Opening Remarks
Senator Thomas J. Hickey, Chairman

II. Federal Law and Schedule
Ben C. Rusche, Director, Office of
Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
United States Department of Energy

Break

III. Federal Programs and Activities
Donald L. Vieth, Director, Waste Manage-
ment Project Office, Nevada Operations
Office, U.S. Department of Energy

L U N C H

IV. Nevada State Programs and Activities
Robert Loux, Director, Nevada Nuclear
Evaluation Program

V. Local Programs and Activities
(Local Government Representatives)

VI. Activities in Other States
Julie Jordan, National Conference of
State Legislatures

VII. Committee Discussion of Future Schedule
and Other Matters

VIII. Adjournment



(REPRINTED WITH ADOPTED AMENDMENTS)
FIRST REPRINT

SENATE BILL No. 55--Committee on Human Resources and Facili-
ties

JANUARY 29, 1985

Referred to Committee on Human Resources and Facilities
Summary-Establishes legislative committee on high-level radioactive waste.

FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: No

AN ACT relating to high-level radioactive waste; establishing the legislative committee
on high-level radioactive waste; prescribing its powers and duties; and provid-

ing other matters properly relating thereto.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN SENATE AND
ASSEMBLY. DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:



REPRINTED WITH ADOPTED AMENDMENTS
SECOND REPRINT

SENATE BILL No. 56-COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES AND FACILI-
TIES

JANUARY 29, 1985

Referred to Committee on Human Resources and Facilities
SUMMARY-Creates commission on nuclear projects.
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Govermment: No.

Effect on the State or on Industrial Insurance: Yes.

AN ACT relating to radioactive waste; creating the commission on nuclear projects and
the agency for nuclear projects providing for an Executive director of the
agency and prescribing his duties: and providing other matters properly relating
thereto.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN SENATE AND
ASSEMBLY. DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

I Section 1. The legislature hereby finds, and declares it to be the
2. policy of this state, that the study of the disposal of high-level radioac-
3 tive waste in the State of Nevada and related activities is essential to the
4 preservation of the public health and welfare. This study must Involve
5 the governor, the legislature and local governments as direct partici-
6 pants.
7 Sec. 2. Chapter 459 of NRS is hereby amended by adding thereto
8 the provisions set forth as sections 3 to 13, Inclusive, of this act.
9 Sec. 3. As used in sections 3 to 13, inclusive, of this act, unless the

10 context otherwise requires:
11 1. "Agency" means the agency for nuclear projects.
12 2. "Commission" means the commission on nuclear projects.
13 3. "Executive director " means the executive director of the
14 agency.
15 4. "Radioactive waste" is limited to:
16 (a) The highly radioactive material resulting from the reprocessing of



spent nuclear fuel, including liquid waste and any solid material
derived from the liquid waste that contains concentrations of matter
produced by nuclear fission sufficent to require permanent isolation, as
determined by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission;

b) Spent nuclear fuel that has bee withdrawn from a reactor follow-
ing irradiation and has not been separated into its constituent elements
by reprocessing: and

c) Other material that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission deter-
mines must be permanently isolated.

Sec. 4. 1. The commission on nuclear projects, consisting of seven
members, is hereby created.

2. The commission consists of:
(a) Two members of the govenor's own choosing.
(b) Two members chosen by the governor from a list of three names

submitted to him by the legislative commission.
(c) Two members chosen by the governor, one of whom is chosen

from a list of three names submitted to him by a statewide organization
of county governments and one of whom is chosen from a list of three
names submitted to him by a statewide organization of city govern-
ments.

(d) One member to be designated by the members of the commission
who is a resident of an area that would be affected by a proposed facil-
ity for the disposal of radioactive waste.

3. After the initial terms, members shall serve terms of 2 years.
4. Each member of the commission is entitled to a salary of $80 for

each day's attendance at a meeting of the commission.
Sec. S. The members of the commission shall annually select a

chairman from among themselves.
Sec. 6. The Commission shall:
1. Be informed on issues and developments relating to the disposal

of radioactive waste.
2. Report to the governor and the legislature on any matter relating

to the disposal of radioactive waste which it seems appropriate and on
any such matter requested by the governor.

3. Advise and make recommendations to the governor and the legis-
lature on the policy of this state concerning all projects involving the

disposal of radioactive waste.
4. Formulate the adminisrative policies of the agency and its divi-

sions.
5. Advise the state and local governments on litigation relating to

radioactive waste.
6. Adopt such regulations and perform such other duties as are nec-

essary to carry out the provisions of sections 3 to 13, inclusive, of this
act.

See. 7. I. The agency for nuclear projects is hereby created. It
consists of the commission and:



I a) The division of technical programs.
2 (b) The division of planning.
3 2.The governor shall appoint an executive director, who serves at
4 the pleasure of the commission, and who must;
S (a) Be appointed from a list of three persons submitted to the gover-
6 nor by the commission.
7 (b) Possess broad management skills related to the functions of the
8 agency and have the ability to coordinate planning and communication
9 among the Federal Government, the state and the local governments of

10 this state on issues related to radioactive waste.
11 Sec. 8. The executive director shall:
12 1. Appoint, with the consent of the commission, an administrator of
13 each division of the agency.
14 2. Advise the commission on matters relating to the potential dis-
15 posal of radioactive waste in this state.
16 3. Evaluate the potentially adverse effects of a facility for the dis-
17 posal of radioactive waste in this state.
18 4. Consult frequently with local governments and state agencies that
19 may be affected by a facility for the disposal of radioactive waste and
20 appropriate legislative committees.
21 5. Assist local governments in their dealings with the Department of
22 Energy and its contractors on matters relating to radioactive waste.
23 6. Carry out the duties imposed on the state by 42 U.S.C.
24 1010) to 10226, inclusive, as those sections existed on January 1,
25 1985.
26 7. Cooperate with any governmental agency or other person to
27 carry out the provisions of sections 3 to 13, inclusive, of this act.
28 Sec. 9. The executive director may:
29 1. Provide information relating to radioactive waste to the legisla-
30 ture, local governments and state agencies that may be affected by the

31 disposal of radioactive waste in this state.
32 2. Consult departments, agencies and institutes of the University of
33 Nevada System or other institutions of higher education on matters
34 relating to radioactive waste.
35 3. Enploy, within the limitations of legislative authorization, techni-
36 cal consultants, specialists. investigators and other professional and
37 clerical employees as are necessary to the performance of his duties.
38 4. Make and execute contracts and all other instruments necessary
39 for the exercise of the duties of the office.
40 5. Obtain equipment and supplies necessary to carry out the provi-
41 sions of sections 3 to 13, inclusive, of this act.
42 Sec. 10. Employees of the agency are exempt from the provisions of
43 chapter 284 of NRS.



(c)Any other polices relating to the disposal of high-level radioactive

waste.
4. The commhtee shall report the results of its studies and evalua-

tions to the legislative commission and the buerim finance committee at
such times as the legislative commission or the interim finance commit-
tee may require.

5. The committee may recommend any appropriate legislation to the

legislature and the legislative commission.
.6 The director of the legislative counsel bureau shall provide a sec-

retary for the committee on high-level radioactive waste. Each member

of the committee is entitled to a salary of $80 for each day or part

of a day during which he attends a committee meeting or is otherwise
engaged in the work of the committee. Per diem allowances, salary and
travel expenses of members of the committee must be paid from the leg-

islative fund.



Sec. II. 1. The administrator of each division shall administer the
provisions of law relating to his division under the supervision of the
executive director.

2. The executive director and the administrator of each division:
(a) Are in the unclassified service of the state and are entitled to be

reimbursed for travel expenses and expenses of subsistence in amounts
provided by law for state officers and employees.

b) Shall devote their full time to the business of the agency and not
engage in any other gainful employment or occupation.

Sec. 12. The a administrator of the division of technical programs
shall:

1. Evaluate the
(a) Potential effects of radioactive waste upon the physical environ-

ment:
(b) Potential health hazards from the disposal of radioactive waste;

and
(c) Design of and engineering techniques involved in a facility for the

disposal of radioactive waste.
2. Assure the quality of techniques and procedures used in research

involving radioactive waste and of any information developed as a
result of the research.

3. Analyze the geological and technical information which would
affect the feasibility and safety of locating a facility for the disposal of
radioactive waste in this state.

4. Perform any other duties assigned to him by the executive direc-
tor.

Sec. 13. The administrator of the division of planning shall:
1. Coordinate activities between the agency, politcal subdivisions of

the state and affected state agencies.
2. Disseminate information to the state, interested political subdivi-

sions of the state or any agency of either and members of the public
regarding radioactive waste.

3. Study the effects of a facility for the disposal of radioactive waste
upon transportation and social and economic conditions in this state.

4. Assess the means of mitigating the adverse effects of a facility for
the disposal of radioactive waste.

5. Perform any other duties assigned to him by the executive direc-
tor.
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