
September 25, 2003

Mr. David J. Modeen
Vice President & Chief Nuclear Officer
Electric Power Research Institute
3412 Hillview Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94304-1395

Dear Mr. Modeen:

We received with considerable interest your letter of September 9, 2003, requesting
discussions on test plans for the cladding program at Argonne National Laboratory (ANL).  As
EPRI and NRC are both participating in this program, we are certainly happy to continue
discussions on this subject with your staff.  We are planning to organize a broad-based group
to address the technical issues discussed in your letter.  Dr. Ralph Meyer of my staff will work
closely with Dr. Rosa Yang to organize the 1st meeting, which would involve internal and
external stakeholders.  

As you are aware, extensive presentations on the status of this work were given to both your
staff and other program participants at ANL on July 16-17 of this year.  We believe those
presentations may have elicited the technical comments provided in your letter.  We anticipate
further discussions in this area when EPRI and the NRC staff meet with the Advisory
Committee on Reactor Safeguards on September 29 and October 1.  We will take advantage of
this occasion to continue to address the issues raised in your letter.

We appreciate your concerns in this matter and will work hard to keep open communication
channels at all levels.

Sincerely,

/RA/
Ashok C. Thadani, Director
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research
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