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NUCLEAR UCENSING

SUBJECT: VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY- ACCEPTANCE OF TOPICAL
REPORT VEP-FRD-42, REVISION2, ZRELOAD NUCLEAR DESIGN
METHODOLOGY," NORTH ANNA AND SURRY POWER STATIONS, UNITS 1
AND 2 (TAC NOS.MB3141, MB3142, MB3151, AND MB3152)

Dear Mr. Christian:

By letter dated October 8, 2001, as supplemented by letters dated May 13, and
December2, 2002, and March 21, 2003, Virginia Electric and Power Company (VEPCO)
requested approval of Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, entitled "Reload Nuclear
Design Methodology,'for North Anna and Surry Power Stations, Units I and 2.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff has found that Topical Report VEP-FRD42,
Revision 2, is acceptable for referencing in licensing applications for the North Anna and Surry
Power Stations, Units I and 2, to the extent specified and under the limitations delineated in the
report and in the associated NRC Safety Evaluation (SE). The SE defines the basis for
acceptance of the report.

Our acceptance applies only to matters approved in the subject report. We do not intend to
repeat our review of the acceptable matters described in the report. When the report appears
as a reference in licensing applications, our review will ensure that the material presented
applies to the specific plant Involved. License amendment requests that deviate from this
topical report will be subject to a plant-specific review in accordance with applicable review
standards.

In accordance with the guidance provided on the NRC website, we request that VEPCO publish
an accepted version of this topical report within 3 months of receipt of this letter. The accepted
version shall incorporate this letter and the enclosed SE between the title page and the
abstract. It must be well indexed such that informiation is readily located. Also, it must contain
in appendices historical review Information, such as questions and accepted responses, and
original report pages that were replaced. The accepted version shall Include an *-A
(designated accepted) following the report identification symbol.
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If the NRC's criteria or regulations change such that its conclusions as to the acceptability of
the topical report are invalidated, then VEPCO will be expected to revise and resubmit its
respective documentation, or submitjustificationfor the continued applicability of the topical
reportwithout revision of the respective documentation.

Sincerely,

Scott Moore, Acting Director
Project Directorate 11
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-280, 50-281,
50-338, and 50-339

Enclosure: Safety Evaluation

cc w/encl: See next page
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D. C.20555-4001

SAFETY EVALUATION BY THE OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REACTOR REGULATION

RELATING TO TOPICAL REPORT VEP-FRD-42. REVISION 2

RtELOAD NUCLEAR DESIGN METHODOLOGYTOPICAL REPO:I

NORTH ANNA AND SURRY POWER STATIONS. UNITS I AND 2

DOCKET NOS. 50-280. 50-281. 50-338. AND 50-339

1.0 INTRODUCTION

By letter dated October 8, 2001 (Reference 1), as supplemented by letters dated May 13,
(Reference 2) and December2, 2002, (Reference 3) and March 21, 2003, (Reference 4)
Virginia Electric and Power Company (VEPCO) requested approval of Topical Report
VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, enitled wReload Nuclear Design MethodologyTopical Report," for
North Anna and Surry Power Stations, Units I and 2. Topical Report VEP-FRD-42 describes
the core reload design methodologyfor performing a nuclear reload design analysis at North
Anna and Surry Power Stations. This Includes analytical models and methods, reload design
and reload safety analysis, and an overview of analyzed accidents. The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) staff had previously limited the approval of Topical Report VEP-FRD-42,
Revision 1-A, 'Reload Nuclear Design Methodology,' (Reference 5) to licensing applications
involving Westinghouse-supplied fuel reloads. Revision 2 of this topical report extends the-
VEPCO methodology to FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel.

2.0 REGULATORY EVALUATION

Title IO of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Section 50.34, 'Contents of applications;
technical information," requires that safety analysis reports be submitted that analyze the
design and performance of structures, systems, and components provided for the prevention of
accidents and the mitigation dl the consequences d accidents. -As part of the core reload
process, licensees perform reload safety evaluations to ensure that their safety analyses
remain bounding for the design cycle. To confirm that the analyses remain bounding, the
licensees oonfirm that key Inputs to the safety analyses are conservative with respect to the
current design cycle. if keysafety analysis parameters are not bounded, a reanalysisor
reevaluation d the affected transients or accidents Is performed to ensure that the applicable
acceptance criteria are satisfied.

In an effort to limit cycle-specific Technical Specification (TS) changes, the NRC issued Generic
Letter (GL) 88-16, "Removal d Cycle-Specific Parameter Limits From Technical Specifications,"
(Reference 6) on October 3, 1988, to provide guidance for relocating cycle-specific parameter
limitsfrom the TS to a Core Operating Limits Report (COLR). Specifically, this GL allows a
licensee to implement a COLR to Include cycle-specific parameter limits that are established
using NRC-approved methodology. The NRC staff-approved analytical methods used to

Enclosure
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determine the COLR cycle-specific parameters are to be identified in the Administrative
Controls section of the TS.

Topical Report VEP-FRD-42 is listed in the COLR Administrative Controls section of the North
Anna and Surry TS and describes VEPCO's methodologyfor designing reload cores and
performing reload safety analyses. Because the NRC staff previously approved Topical Report
VEP-FRD-42, Revision 1-A, the NRC staffs review of Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2,
focused on the changes made to the approved version. Specifically, the NRC staff review
focused on the extension of the methodologyto FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel
types.

3.0 TECHNICAL EVALUATION

Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, describes the methodology applied in the design of
reload cores at both the North Anna and Surry Power Stations. This topical report includes
descriptions of analytical models and methods, reload nuclear design, reload safety analyses,
and an overview of analyzed accidents and key parameter derivations. The NRC staff reviewed
and approved Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 1A on July 29, 1986. VEPCO has
submitted Revision 2 of this Topical Report to support the transition to Framatome ANP
Advanced Mark-BW fuel at the North Anna and Surry Power Stations. In its Safety Evaluation
(SE) for VEP-FRD-42, Revision 1-A, the NRC staff stated, At is clear that the methodology
presented is closely related to the Westinghouse methodology, and is applicable in its present
form only to Westinghouse supplied reloads of Westinghouse nuclear plants." To support the
transition to FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel, VEPCO has revised VEP-FRD-42,
Revision 1-A, to address this restriction and to present a revised discussion of the reload core
design methodology. The Revision 2 changes address the following types of items:

* Applicability of methodologyfor analysis of incrementalfuel design differences
* Generic methodology items impacted by transition to Framatome-ANPfuel
* Consolidation of prior VEPCO submittals regarding code and model updates
* Responsesto original NRC staff review questions

Miscellaneous editorial changes

By letter dated October 8, 2001, VEPCO proposed to apply the methodology described in
Topical ReportVEP-FRD-42, Revision2, to both FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-BW and
Westinghousefuel types. In its submittal dated May 13,2002, VEPCO stated that although the
intended extension of this methodology is for the analysis of FramatomeANP Advanced
Mark-BW fuel, the methodology is sufficiently robust for use on any fuel product with similar
features. However, prior to the use of the Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2,
methodology for other fuel types, VEPCO must confirm that the impact of the fuel design and
its specific features can be completely and accurately modeled with the VEPCO nuclear design
and safety analysis codes and methods, that there is no significant effect upon calculated
values of key reload safety parameters, and that the safety analysis codes and methods are
applicable for analysis of the altemate fuel product. Should the changes necessary to
accommodate another fuel product require changes to the reload methodology of Topical
Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, these proposed changes would be submitted to the NRC staff
for review and approval.
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3.1 Analytical Models and Methods

The major analytical models described in Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, and
currently used by VEPCO for reload design and safety analysis include:

* Virginia Power PDQ Two-Zone model
Virginia Power NOMAD model
VEPCO RETRAN model
Core Thermal-Hydraulics models.

Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 1-A listed the applicable computer codes, correlations,
and methods used for thermal-hydraulic analyses of reload cores at the North Anna and Surry
Power Stations. Topical Report VEP-FRD42, Revision 2, no longer identifies the specific core
thermal-hydraulic methods used; instead it states that the applicable codes and correlations for
thermal-hydraulic analyses are listed in the COLR section of the North Anna and Surry TS,
respectively. NRC GL 8M16 requires prior NRC staff review and approval of all methodologies
used to calculate cycle-specific parameters that are In the COLR, and referenced in the COLR
TS section. Thermal-hydraulic methodologies used In designing reload cores are typically fuel
specific. The thermal-hydraulic methodologies VEPCO currenty applies for the North Anna and
Surry Power Stations, for example, the WRB-1 DNB correlation, and the VEPCO COBRA code
and a statistical design methodology, are approved for use with the current Westinghouse fuel
loaded in the North Anna and Suny cores. As such, In accordance with VEP-FRD-42,
Revision 2, methodology, when transitioning to Framatome ANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel,
VEPCO must submit a license amendment request to add the applicable and approved
thermal-hydraulic methodology references to the COLRTS section. Since NRC GL 88-16.
requires prior NRC staff review and approval of the thermal-hydraulic codes, correlations, and
methods listed in the COLR section of the TS, the NRC staff finds that generic reference to the
thermal-hydraulic methodology listed In the COLR TS section Is acceptable.-

The NRC staff reviewed and approved all codes used by VEPCO in the physics and
thermal-hydraulics analyses of the reload core and described In Topical Report VEP-FRD-42,
Revision 1-A. Topical Report VEP.-RD-42, Revision 2, describes the code changes and
modifications that have been implemented by VEPCO since the NRC staff approved Topical
Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 1-A, on July 29, 1986. By letters dated October 1, 1990,
August 10, 1993, and November 13, 1996, VEPCO formally requested NRC staff approval of
these code modifications (References 7 - 9). VEPCO eventually implemented these changes
under the provisions of IO CFR 50.59. Because Topical Report VEP-FRD-42 is listed in the TS
COLR section and requires NRC approval, the NRC staff informed VEPCO that the NRC staff
must review and approve the analytical methods described within this topical report
(Reference 1O). Therefore, as part of this review, the NRC staff reviewed the PDQ Two-Zone,
NOMAD and RETRAN code modifications described in Topical Report VEP-FRD-42,
Revision 2, that were previously implemented under the provisions of 10 CFR 50.59.

PDQ Two-Zone Model

By letter dated October 1, 1990, VEPCO initially requested approval of the PDQ Two-Zone
model In order to support the use of axially zoned flux suppression inserts In Surry, Units I
and 2. The PDQ Two-Zone model is a three-dimensional, coarse mesh model that was
developed to replace the PDQ Discrete model described in Topical ReportVEP-FRD-42,
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Revision 1-A. The PDQ Two-Zone model is used to calculatethree-dimensional power
distributions, delayed neutron data, radial and axial peaking factors, assembly-wise bumup and
isotopic concentrations, differential and integral rod worths, differential boron worth and boron
endpoints, xenon and samarium worth, and core average reactivity coefficients such as
temperature and power coefficients. In addition, PDQ is used to generate predicted power and
flux distributions in order to translate thimble flux measurements into measured power
distributions.

As part of the review of Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision2, the NRC staff reviewed the
PDQ Two-Zone model as described in Topical Report VEP-NAF-1, "PDQ Two Zone Model,'
that VEPCO submitted on October 1, 1990. By letter dated December 2,2002, VEPCO verified
that this topical report was the latest revision that has not received NRC staff approval and that
this report contains an accurate representation of current codes and models with regard to
methodology. That is, the theory, sources of input data, solution schemes, geometric mesh
structure, energy group structure, and use of the models in the core modeling process have not
changed since the October 1, 1990, submittal. Because VEPCO has been using the PDQ
Two-Zone model in core designs for some time, the NRC staff review focused on model
predictions relative to actual plant data.

VEPCO informed the NRC staff of its intent to implement the PDQ Two-Zone model under the
provisions of 10 CFR 50.59 in a letter dated November25, 1992 (Reference 11). Since that
time, the PDQ Two-Zone model has been used In numerous core designs for both the North
Anna and Surry Power Stations. The accuracy of the PDQ Two-Zone model has been verified
each cycle during startup physicstesting and during routine core follow. For each cycle, a
Startup PhysicsTest Report and a Core Performance Report is issued to document the
behavior of the core relative to the model predictions. By letter dated March 21, 2003,
VEPCO provided additional informationthat demonstratedthe accuracy of the PDQ model.
This information includes measured and predicted data for key reactor physics parameters
and confirmation that the nuclear reliability factors for these parameters are within the
NRC-approvedacceptance limits. Basedon the accuracy demonstrated bythese comparisons
to actual plant data, the NRC staff finds the PDQTwo-Zone model to be acceptablefor
continued use in licensing calculations for the North Anna and Surry Power Stations. VEPCO's
use of the PDQ Two-Zone model for the North Anna and Surry core designs shall be in
accordance with the restrictions and limitations listed in VEPCO's submittal dated
March 21, 2003, and with Section 5.0 of this SE.

NOMAD

The VEPCO NOMAD model is a one-dimensional (axial), two energy group, diffusion theory
computer code with thermal-hydraulicfeedback. The NRC staff approved Topical Report
VEP-NFE-1-A, "The VEPCO NOMAD Code and Model,'for use of the NOMAD code and model
on March 4, 1985. This version of the model is referenced in VEP-FRD-42, Revisions 1 and 2.
VEPCO subsequently requested approval of an enhanced version of the NOMAD model on
November 13,1996. The most significant enhancement to the NOMAD model is the use of
multi-plane data from the three-dimensional (3-D) VEPCO PDQ Two-Zone model as the
primary source of input. All model inputs to NOMAD come either directly or indirectly from the
PDQ 3-D model calculations. Other enhancements to the model include improvementsto the
xenon model, the control rod model, the cross-section fit model, and the buckling model. The
NOMAD model is used in the calculation of core average axial power distributions, axial offset,
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axdal power peaking factors, differential control rod bank worth, integral control rod worth as a
function or bank positionfission product poison worth, and reactivity defects.

As part of the review of Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revlsion2, the NRC staff reviewed the
NOMAD model as described inVEPCO's Topical Report VEP-NFE-1-A, Supplement 1, dated
November 13, 1996. By letter dated December2,2002, VEPCO verified that this was the latest
revision of the topical report that has not received NRC staff approval and that this report
contains an accurate representationd current codes and models with regard to methodology.
That Is, the theory, sources of input data, solution schemes, geometric mesh structure, energy
group structure, and use of the models in the core modeling process have not changed since
the November 13,1996, submittal. Because VEPCO has been using this enhanced NOMAD
model in core designs for some time, the NRC staff review focused on model predictions
relative to actual plant data.

VEPCO Informed the NRC staff of its intent to inplement the enhanced NOMAD model under
the provisions of 10 CFR 50.59 in a letter dated November 13,1996. Since that time, the
NOMAD model has been used In numerous core designs for both the North Anna and Surry
Power Stations. The accuracy of the NOMAD model has been verified each cycle during
startup physicstesting and during routinecorefollow. Foreach cycle, a Startup PhysicsTest
Report and a Core Performance Report is issued to document the behavior of the core relative
to the model predictions. VEPCO provided additional information on March21, 2003, that
demonstrates the accuracy of the NOMAD model. This information includes measured and
predicted data for key reactor physics parameters and confirmation that the nuclear reliability
factors for these parameters are within the NRC-approved acceptance limits. The NRC staff
reviewed the measured data against the predicted data, and based on the accuracy
demonstrated by these comparisonsto actual plant data, the NRC staff finds the NOMAD
model to be acceptable for continued use in licensing calculations for the North Anna and Surry .
Power Stations. VEPCOs use of the NOMAD model for the North Anna and Surry core
designs shall be in accordance with the restrictions and limitations listed in VEPCO's submittal
dated March 21, 2003, and with Section 5.0 of this SE.

SET RAN

In the generic RETRAN SE dated September4, 1984 (Referencel3), the NRC staff generically
approved the use of RETRAN-O1MOD003 and RETRAN-02MODO02 subject to the limitations
and restrictionsoutlined inthe SE and its enclosedTechnical Evaluation Reports(TERs). The
NRC staff reviewed VEPCO's RETRAN models and capabilities and approved the use of
RETRAN-01MOD003 for VEPCO in a letter dated April 11, 1985 (Reference 12). The NRC
staffs SE stated that VEPCO had not provided informationto address the restrictions stated in
the NRC staff's SE for the generic RETRAN computer code and that VEPCO had not provided
an input deck to the NRC staff as was required by the NRC staffs SE for the generic RETRAN
code. The input deck submittal was requiredfrom VEPCO as a condition lf the approval to use
RETRAN. The NRC staff has verified VEPCO submission of the RETRAN Input decks on
August 21, 1985 (Reference 16), but could not verify tat VEPCO submitted the RETRAN code
limitationsand restrictions.

In a letter dated August 10, 1993, VEPCO informed the NRC staff of various modifications and:
updates to its RETRAN model, and that these changes were to be implemented under the
provisions of 10 CFR 50.59. This letter described several changes to the VEPCO RETRAN
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models, including expansion to a three-loop Reactor Coolant System and multi-node steam
generator secondary side. Although this letter was submitted for the North Anna Power Station,
VEPCO provided additional information on December 2, 2002, and March 21, 2003, justifying
the applicability of the RETRAN model to both the Surry and North Anna Power Stations. By
letter dated December2, 2002, VEPCO provided additional information regarding its capability
to make modificationsto the RETRAN model. The NRC staffs SE dated April 11, 1985, for the
VEPCO RETRAN model recognized that model maintenance activitieswould be performed
under the utility's 10 CFR 50, Appendix B, QualityAssurance program, and stated, "The staff
requires that all future modifications of VEPCO RETRAN model and the error reporting and
change control models should be placed under full quality assurance procedures." The NRC
staff has determined that VEPCO has followed the requirements specified in Xt NRC staffs SE
in updating the RETRAN models. Additionally, the NRC staff has also determined the
qualification, documentation and implementation of the new models was performed in a manner
that meets the programmatic elements of NRC GL 83-1 1, Supplement 1, Licensee
Qualification for Performing Safety Analyses: dated June 24, 1999 (Reference 17).

VEPCO is currently using RETRAN 02(MOD005.2. As such, the NRC staff requested
additional information describing how each of the limitations, restrictions, and items identified
as requiring additional user justiffication in the generic NRC staffs SEs, through the
currently used version, are satisfied. This includes RETRANO2/MOD002 (Reference 13),
RETRAN02/MOD003 and MOD004 (Reference 14) and RETRAN02IMOD005 (Reference 15).
By letter dated March 21, 2003, VEPCO provided detailed information describing how each
limitation (approximately48 total) is treated in the North Anna and Surry RETRAN models. The
NRC staff has reviewed VEPCO's responses and finds that the limitations, restrictions, and
items identified as requiring additional userjustification are satisfactorily addressed.

Based on the above discussions, the NRC staff finds that the VEPCO RETRAN models and the
use of RETRAN continue to be acceptablefor use in licensing calculationsfor the North Anna
and Surly Power Stations.

Core Thermal-Hvdraulics and Nuclear Desian Models

In its submittal dated May 13,2002, VEPCO provided information to demonstrate that the
Framatome ANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel features affecting the safety analysis design inputs
were within the modeling capability of the analytical models used as part of the reload design
process and were identified in Topical ReportVEP-FRD-42, Revision2. From a core design
perspective,the differences in modeling FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-BWfuel relative to
Westinghouse fuel are small and are accommodated using model input parameters. These
differences between the fuel types are similar in magnitude to incremental changes in
Westinghousefuel over time, which VEPCO has successfully modeled. Some of these minor
changes include spacer grid differences, a slight increase in fuel density, a slight difference in
the position of the fuel stack, and use of the advanced M5 alloy cladding. VEPCO has
performed comparisons of measured and predicted FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-BW lead
test assembly axial and integral power distributions over three cycles of operation in North
Anna, Unit 1. The results of these comparisons provide direct confirmation of the accuracy with
which VEPCO's reload analytical models can model Framatome ANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel.
VEPCO has also performed several benchmark calculations to support use of these analytical
models. In addition, in its submittal dated May 13,2002, VEPCO also stated that the modeling
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changes associated with the Framatome ANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel are within the
restrictions and limitations of the VEPCO core design and safety analysis codes. The NRC
staff has reviewed this informnation provided by VEPCO and agrees that the Framatome ANP
Advanced Mark-BW fuel features are within the modeling capability of the VEPCO core design
analytical models. As such, the NRC staff finds that this modeling capability is applicable to
both Westinghouse and FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel types.

Analytical Methods

Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, Section 2.2, wAnalytical Methods," provides a
description of the various analytical methods used In the cycle design and evaluation. These
methods are classified Into three types of calculations: core depletions, core reactivity
parametersand coefficients, and core reactivitycontrol. Topical ReportVEP-FRD-42,
Revision 2, provides a very general description of the methods used to calculate these types of
core physics parameters. These methods are consistent with those approved by the NRC staff
in Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 1-A. VEPCO has incorporated some very minor
changes. For example, the temperature increment and decrement range used in calculating
reactivity coefficients can now be±5@F or*10F aboutthe nominaltemperature, ratherthan
only *5F as In Topical ReportVEP-FRD-42, Revision 1-A. VEPCO added the range of ±100 F
to minimize 3-D model convergencetolerance on the coefficients. The NRC staff does not
consider these types of minor input changes as changes to the reload methodology.
Additionally, the NRC staff agrees with VEPCO and finds that the analytical methods discussed
in this section of Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, are not inherentlydependent upon a
specific fuel design or manufacturer. As such, the NRC staff finds that these methods are
applicable to both Westinghouse and Frarmatome ANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel types because
the analytical models used to implement these methods have been shown to be applicable for
both Westinghouse and FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-SW fuel.

Analytical Modeland MethodAoproval Process-

Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, Section 2.3, "Analytical Model and Method Approval
Process," is a new section in the topical report that describes acceptable means by which
analytical models and methods can achieve approved status for use in the reload methodology.
These acceptable means include: implementation in accordance with the provisions of
10 CFR 50.59, independent review and approval by NRC, incorporation as a reference in the
COLR section of the plant TS, and incorporationas a reference tool under VEPCO's GL83-1i,
Supplement 1, Program. In its submittal dated May 13,2002, VEPCO provided clarification
regarding the types of changes that would be allowed under the provisions of 10 CFR 50.59,
and the NRC staff has determined that VEPCO's interpretation is consistent with the Intent of
10 CFR 50.59. Each of these means of achieving approved status either requires prior NRC
approval or is a mechanism already acceptable to the NRC staff. -Therefore, the NRC staff
finds the addition of this new section to be acceptable. Additionally, these methods of achieving
approved status are not fuel-specific and apply to both Westinghouse and Framatome ANP
Advanced Mark-BW fuel types.

32 Reload Desian

The overall objective of core reload design is to determine fuel enrichment, feed batch size, and
a core loading pattern that fulfills cycle energy requirements while satisfying the constraints of
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the plant design basis and safety analysis limits. Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2,
provides a general description of the reload design methodology used for the North Anna and
Surry Power Stations, and is largely consistent with the NRC-approved methodology of Topical
Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 1-A. This VEPCO methodology divides the reload design
process intothree phases: 1) core loading pattern design and optimization,2) determination of
core physics related key analysis parameters for reload safety analysis, and 3) design report,
operator curve, and core follow predictions.

In the reload safety analysis process, VEPCO uses a bounding analysis concept. This
approach employs a list of key analysis parameters and limiting directions of the key analysis
parameters for various transients and accidents. For a proposed core reload design, if all key
analysis parameters are conservatively bounded, then the reference safety analysis is assumed
to apply, and no further analysis Is necessary. If one or more key analysis parameters is not
bounded, then further analysis or evaluation of the transient or accident in question is
performed. Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, Table 2 lists the key analysis parameters
considered in reload design. To accountfor FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel types,
VEPCO determined that one additional key analysis parameter is required. This parameter,
maximum linear heat generation rate versus bumup, is used in the NRC-approved Framatome
ANP methodology for cladding stress evaluations. By letter dated May 13,2002, VEPCO
stated it calculates this key analysis parameter using the existing nuclear design codes PDQ
Two-Zone and NOMAD.

The methods VEPCO used to determine the key parameters were consistent with the methods
documented in Topical Report VEP-NE-1 -A, WVEPCO Relaxed Power Distribution Control
Methodology and Associated F0 Surveillance Technical Specifications," dated March 1986
(Reference 18), Topical Report WCAP-9272, "Westinghouse Reload Safety Evaluation," dated
March 1978 (Reference 19), and Topical ReportWCAP-8385, "Topical Report Power
Distribution Control and Load Following Procedures," dated September 1974 (Reference 20).
Topical Reports WCAP-9272 and WCAP-8385 are Westinghouse WCAP methodologies used
for reload safety evaluations, and power distribution control and load following procedures.
Topical Report VEP-NE-1-A documents VEPCO's NRC-approved Relaxed Power Distribution
Control methodology. As part of the Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, review, the NRC
staff questioned the applicability of these methodologiesto FramatomeANP Advanced
Mark-BW fuel types. By letter dated May 13,2002, VEPCO provided additional information to
the NRC staff, including the justification for the application of these methods for analyzing
Framatome ANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel. Topical Reports VEP-NE-1-A and WCAP-8385
describe methodologies involving the simulation of a number of perturbed core states and
power distributions using detailed nuclear core design codes and models. These analyses
depend upon defining proper design inputs that characterize the reactor core. As discussed in
Section 3.1, wAnalytical Models and Methods,' of this SE, VEPCO has demonstrated that the
Framatome ANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel features are within the existing capability and range
of applicability of the nuclear core design and safety analysis tools. Topical Report
WCAP-9272 describes the Westinghouse reload methodology and forms the basis for
VEPCO's reload methodology as described in Topical Report VEP-FRD42, Revision 2. This
Westinghouse methodology defines the specific key parameters for use in accident analyses
and provides limiting directions for consideration in reload evaluations. VEPCO evaluated the
use of an alternative fuel type and concluded that none of the physical design features
invalidatethe key parameterdefinitions or usage as cited in Topical Reports WCAP-9272 or
VEP-FRD-42, Revision 1-A.
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Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, Incorporated Westinghouse's methodologyfor the
analysis of the dropped rod event described in Topical ReportWCAP-11394-P-A, "Methodology
for the Analysis of the Dropped Rod Event,* dated January 1990 (Reference 21). This -
Westinghouse methodology requiresthat analyses be performedto determine: 1)statepolnts
(reactor power, temperature and pressure), 2) radial power peaking factors, and 3) DNB
analysis at the conditions determined by items I and 2. This methodology incorporated data
that is both plant-specific and cycle-specific. As part of the Topical Report VEP-FRD-42,
Revision 2, review, the NRC staff questioned the applicability of this methodologyto
FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-BWfuel types. In its submittal dated May 13,2002, VEPCO
provided additional information to the NRC staff justifying the application of this methodology.
VEPCO stated that the core physics characteristics of the Framatome ANP Advanced Mark-BW
fuel are nearly identical to the Westinghouse fuel It will replace. There is no change in loading
pattern strategy associated with the Framatome ANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel that would cause
a change in the range of dropped rod worth or In the relationship between dropped rod worth
and peaking factor increase. Reload cores, therefore, will not respond In a fundamentally
different way to the dropped rod event due to the use of Framatome ANP Advanced Mark-BW
fuel. Based on VEPCOs response and a review of the Westinghouse methodologythe NRC
staff finds that this methodology would be applicable to both Westinghouse and Frarnatome
ANP Advanced Mark-BWfuel types.

The NRC staff has reviewed the Information provided by VEPCO and finds that the reload
nuclear design methodology described in Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, is applicable
to FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel in addition to Westinghouse fuel types. This
methodology incorporates several key elements, none of which is Inherently dependent upon a
specific fuel design or manufacturer. These key attributes of the methodology include:

* analysis framework in which safety analyses establish the acceptable values for reload
core key parameterswhile nuclear and fuel design codes confirm each core's margin to
the limits,

* use of bounding key parameter values in reference safety analyses.
* recurrentvalidation of nucleardesign analytical predictions through compansonwith

reload core measurementdata,
* representationof key fuel features via detailed Inputs in core design and safety analysis

models, and
e fuel is modeled using approved critical heat flux correlations demonstrated to be

applicable and within the range of qualification and Identified in the plant COLR section
of the TS.

4.0 CONCLUSIONS

The NRC staff has reviewed VEPCO's submittals and supporting documentation. Based on the
considerations above, the NRC staff has concluded that the proposed Topical Report
VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, is acceptable for use in licensing applications at the North Anna and
Surry Power Stations involving Westinghouse and FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel
types. Additionally, the NRC staff finds the continued use of PDQ Two-Zone, NOMAD, and
RETRAN acceptable for licensing applications at the North Anna and Surry Power Stations
involving Westinghouse and FramatomeANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel types.
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The NRC staff has concluded, based on the considerations discussed above, that: (1) there is
reasonable assurance that the health and safety af the publicwill not be endangered by
operation in the proposed manner, (2) such activities will be conducted in compliance with the
Commission's regulations, and (3) use at this topical report will not be inimical to the common
defense and security nor to the health and safety of the public.

5.0 CONDITIONSAND LIMITATIONS

Prior to the use of the Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision Z methodology for fuel types
other than Westinghouse and Framatome ANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel, VEPCO must confirm
that the impact of the fuel design and its specific features can be accurately modeled with the
VEPCO nuclear design and safety analysis codes and methods as discussed in its submittal
dated May 13,2002. Shouldthe changes necessaryto accommodate anotherfuel product
require changes to the reload mefthdologyof Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision2, these
proposed changes are required to be submitted for prior NRC review and approval.

In accordancewith the Topical Report VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, methodology, when
transitioning to Framatome ANP Advanced Mark-BW fuel, VEPCO must submit a license
amendment request to add the applicable and approved thermal-hydraulic methodology
referencesto the COLR TS section. In addition, NRC GL 88-16 requires prior NRC staff review
and approval of the thermal-hydraulic codes, correlations, and methods listed in the COLR
section of the TS.

VEPCO's use of the PDQ Two-Zone model for the North Anna and Surry core designs shall be
in accordance with the restrictions and limitations listed in Attachment 2 of VEPCO's submittal
dated March 21,2003.

VEPCO's use of the NOMAD model for the North Anna and Surry core designs shall be in
accordance with the restrictions and limitations listed in Attachment 3 of VEPCOs submittal
dated March 21,2003.
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CLASSIFICATION/DISCLAIMER

The data, information, analytical techniques, and conclusions in this report have been prepared

solely for use by Dominion (the Company), and they may not be appropriate for use in situations

other than those for which they are specifically prepared. The Company therefore makes no

claim or warranty whatsoever, expressed or implied, as- to their accuracy, usefulness, or

applicability. In particular, THE COMPANY MAKES NO WARRANTY OF

MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, NOR SHALL ANY

WARRANTY BE DEEMED TO ARISE FROM COURSE OF DEALING OR USAGE OR

TRADE, with respect to this report or any of the data, information, analytical techniques, or

conclusions in it. -By making this report available, the Company does not authorize its use by

others, and any such use is expressly forbidden except with the prior written approval of the

Company. Any such written approval shall itself be deemed to incorporate the disclaimers of

liability and disclaimers of warranties provided herein. In no event shall the Company be liable,

under any legal theory whatsoever (whether contract, tort, warranty, or strict or absolute

liability), for any property damage, mental or physical injury or death, loss of use of property, or

other damage resulting from or arising out of the use, authorized or unauthorized, of this report

or the data, information, and analytical techniques, or conclusions in it.
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-PREFACE

Revision 2 of this topical presents revised discussion of the Dominion reload core design
methodology. The changes address several types of items that are listed here:

* Applicability of methodology for analysis of incremental fuel design differences

* Generic methodology items impacted by transition to Framatome-ANP fuel

* Consolidation of prior Dominion submittals regarding code and model updates

• Responses to original NRC Staff review questions

* Miscellaneous editorial changes

Although the intent of these changes is to qualify the methodology for use with Framatome-ANP
fuel, the methodology is sufficiently robust that it can be applied to other fuel types with similar
features.

Efforts of the following contributors to this document are hereby acknowledged:

G. L. Darden
J.O.Erb
K. F. Flaig
R. A. Hall
R. S. Margolis
A. H. Nicholson
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SECTION 1.0 - INTRODUCTION

The Dominion methodology for designing a reload core at its nuclear units is an iterative

process. The process involves determining a fuel loading pattern which provides the required

total cycle energy and then demonstrating through analysis or evaluation that the plant will

continue to meet all applicable safety criteria after considering the changes associated with the

reload core. Should the characteristics of the proposed loading pattern cause any safety analysis

criteria not to be met for operation within the current operating requirements, one of two

remedies is selected. Either the loading pattern is revised or changes are made in the operating

requirements (Technical Specifications or Core Operating Limits Report (COLR), as applicable).

Such changes ensure that plant operation will satisfy the applicable safety analysis criteria for the

proposed loading pattern.

This report presents the methodology employed by Dominion for performing a nuclear reload

design analysis at the North Anna and Surry Power Stations. It covers analytical models and

methods, reload nuclear design, reload safety analysis, and an overview of analyzed accidents

and key parameter derivations. This revision also incorporates generic reference to approved

methodologies that are applicable to core thermal-hydraulic analyses. The COLR section of the

plant Technical Specifications provides a listing of such applicable methodologies. The generic

citation of these methodologies is intended to minimize duplicate NRC Staff review effort, since

review and approval of any such methodologies would precede their listing in the COLR.

Detailed in this report are: (1) design bases, assumptions, design limits and constraints which are

considered as part of the design process, (2) the determination and fulfillment of cycle energy

requirements, (3) loading pattern determination, (4) the reload safety evaluation and (5)

preparation of the cycle design report and related documents.

Dominion was formerly known as Virginia Power or (prior to January 15, 1985) as Virginia

Electric and Power Company (VEPCO) and the topicals referenced were submitted using the

former names in their titles. The current report introduces the Dominion designation but retains

the prior nomenclature for citation of historical references.
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SECTION 2.0 - ANALYTICAL MODELS AND METHODS

-2.1 Analytical Models

The major analytical models currently used by Dominion for reload design and safety analysis

are:

1. Virginia Power PDQ Two Zone model

2. Virginia Power NOMAD model

3. VEPCO RETRAN model

4. Core Thermal-Hydraulics models

The PDQ Discrete model was originally approved for reference in licensing applications by the

NRC (Reference 1). The PDQ Two Zone model was subsequently developed to replace the PDQ

Discrete model. A Topical Report for the PDQ Two Zone model (Reference 2) was provided to

the NRC prior to implementation under the provisions of 1OCFR50.59 (Reference 3). The

NOMAD model was originally approved for reference in licensing applications by the NRC

(Reference 4) and has subsequently undergone significant enhancements. The updated model

was implemented under the provisions of 10CFR50.59 (Reference 5).

These models have been used to model the entire range of cores at the Suny and North Anna

power stations, including evolutionary changes in fuel enrichment, fuel density, loading pattern

strategy, spacer grid design and material, fuel clad alloy, and burnable poison material and

design. Some of these changes were implemented as part of various Lead Test Assembly

programs, and have included fuel assemblies from both Westinghouse and Framatome-ANP. The

predictive accuracy 'of the models throughout these changes demonstrates that incremental

design variations in fuel similar to the Westinghouse design are well within the applicable range

of the core design models. Each model has sufficient flexibility such that minor fuel assembly

design differences similar to those noted can be adequately accounted for using model design

input variables.
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Use of the RETRAN Code and models, as originally approved for reference in licensing

applications is documented in Reference 6. Supplemental details concerning the models used

with the RETRAN Code were provided to the USNRC in an informational letter, Reference 7.

These models were implemented under the provisions of IOCFR50.59. The applicable thermal-

hydraulic codes and models are listed in the COLR section of the plant Technical Specifications.

These analysis models have been used successfully to model plant transient response for core

reloads, as well as various changes to plant configuration including core uprate and steam

generator replacement.

2.1.1 Virginia Power PDQ Two Zone Model

The Virginia Power PDQ Two Zone Model performs three-dimensional geometry diffusion-

depletion calculations for two neutron energy groups. The model uses the CELL2 code

(Reference 8) and several auxiliary codes to generate and format the cross section input, perform

shuffles, and other operations. The model employs a non-uniform mesh structure (25 X-Y mesh

and 26 axial mesh) to represent each fuel assembly. Quarter core symmetric or full core

geometry may be specified. The effects of non-uniform moderator density and fuel temperatures

are accounted for with thermal-hydraulic feedback. More complete descriptions of the model and

the auxiliary codes may be found in Reference 2.

The PDQ Two Zone model is used to calculate three-dimensional power distributions (including

steamline break statepoints), delayed neutron data, radial and axial peaking factors, assembly-

wise burnup and isotopic concentrations, differential and integral rod worths, differential boron

worth and boron endpoints, xenon and samarium worth and core average reactivity coefficients

such as temperature and power coefficients. In addition, PDQ is used to generate predicted

power and flux distributions in order to translate thimble flux measurements into measured

power distributions.
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2.1.2 Virginia Power NOMAD Model

The Virginia Power NOMAD Model performs one-dimensional axial diffusion-depletion

calculations (with thermal-hydraulic feedback) for two neutron energy groups. The NOMAD

Model makes use of data from the PDQ Two Zone model for two group cross sections and for

normalization. The NOMAD model and its auxiliary codes are described in detail in Reference 5.

The NOMAD model is used in the calculation of core average axial power distributions, axial

offset, axial peaking factors, differential control rod bank worth, integral control rod worth as a

function of bank position, fission product poison worth, and reactivity defects. In addition,

NOMAD has the capability to perform criticality searches on boron concentration, control rod

position, core power level, and inlet enthalpy. Simulation of load follow maneuvers,

performance of Final Acceptance Criteria (FAC) analysis, and Relaxed Power Distribution

Control (RPDC, Reference 9) may also be performed with the NOMAD model.

2.1.3 VEPCO RETRAN Models

The VEPCO RETRAN models (Reference 6 and 7) are used to perform reactor coolant system

(RCS) transient analyses. As part of the reload methodology, these models are used to confirm

that reload cores continue to meet the safety analysis criteria for those instances when a key

analysis parameter is not bounded for the reload. Such reanalysis begins with the plant base

model with the transient specific input modifications necessary to reflect the reload core

characteristics in the revised licensing analysis.

The VEPCO RETRAN Models include appropriate representations of core power (via point

kinetics), forced and natural circulation fluid flow and heat transfer. Plant specific models of

components such as pumps, relief and safety valves, protection and control systems are also

included.

h-
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2.1.4 Core Thermnal-Hydraulics Models

The applicable code(s) and correlation(s) for thermal-hydraulic analyses are listed in the COLR

section of the plant Technical Specifications. The code(s) solve the governing conservation and

state equations to resolve the flow and energy fields within the reactor core geometry. These

results are used in turn to calculate the departure from nucleate boiling ratio (DNBR) with the

appropriate CHF correlation. Such models are used to perform either steady state DNBR

calculations or transient DNBR analyses with forcing functions which have been supplied by the

RETRAN code. Steady state applications include thermal limit generation, DNBR statepoint

analyses and reload axial shape verification. Examples of transient applications are loss of flow

and locked rotor DNBR analysis.

The COLR section of the plant Technical Specifications lists the applicable methodology for

statistically treating several of the important uncertainties in DNBR analysis. Previously, these

uncertainties were treated in a conservative deterministic fashion, with each parameter assumed

to be simultaneously and continuously at a bounding value within its uncertainty range with

respect to effect upon the calculated DNBR. The statistical methodology uses a statistical

combination of these uncertainties, permitting a more realistic evaluation of DNBR margin.

2.2 Analytical Methods

This section presents a description of the various analytical methods used in the cycle design and

evaluation. These methods may be classified into three types of calculations: core depletions;

core reactivity parameters and coefficients; and core reactivity control.

2.2.1 Core Depletions

During the preliminary fuel loading and loading pattern search, depletions of the reload core are

performed based on the low and high estimates of the end-of-cycle (EOC) burnup (the burnup

window) for the previous cycle. The reload core loading pattern is depleted at hot full power
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(HFP), all rods out (ARO) conditions, typically in quarter-core geometry. During the depletion,

criticality is maintained by varying the boron concentration. These calculations provide relative

power distributions, burnup predictions and an estimate of the cycle's full power capability.

For the reload safety evaluation of a loading pattern, burnup window depletions allow the

sensitivities of the predicted reload cycle parameters to be examined as a function of the previous

EOC burnup. The calculation of reload design parameters required for startup physics testing

and core follow are made as near to the actual operating conditions of the reload as possible.

2.2.2 Core Reactivity Parameters and Coefficients

The core reactivity parameters and coefficients describe the kinetic characteristics of the core.

These parameters and coefficients quantify the changes in core reactivity due to varying plant

conditions such as changes in the moderator temperature, fuel temperature, or core power level.

The reactivity coefficients and parameters are calculated on a core-wide basis for a

representative range of core conditions at the beginning, middle and end of the reload cycle.

These include zero power, part power, and full power operation; at various rodded core

configurations; and for equilibrium xenon or no xenon conditions. These parameters are used as

input to the safety analysis for modeling the reactor's response during accidents and transients. In

addition, they may be used to calculate reactivity defects (integral of the coefficient over a

specific range of temperature or power) to determine the reactor's response to a change in

temperature or power. A description of each type of calculation follows.

2.2.2.1 Reactivity Coefficients and Defects

The Doppler temperature coefficient (DTC) is defined as the change in reactivity per degree

change in the fuel temperature. The moderator temperature coefficient (MTC) is defined as the

change in reactivity per degree change in the moderator temperature. The isothermal temperature

coefficient (ITC) is defined as the change in reactivity per degree change in the moderator and

fuel temperatures with the moderator and fuel temperatures changing uniformly. Isothermal
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temperature coefficients are of particular interest at hot zero power (HZP) when the whole core

is at approximately a single temperature, allowing reactivity changes due to temperature

variation to be readily measured and compared to predicted values. Temperature coefficients are

typically calculated using two cases at ±50 F or ±100 F about the nominal temperature, with all

other core parameters held constant. The Doppler temperature change can result from a change

in core power or from a change in moderator temperature.

The total power coefficient (TPC) is defined in terms of core reactivity per percent change in

core power due to the combined effect of the moderator and fuel temperature changes associated

with core power level changes. The Doppler power coefficient (DPC) is the portion of the TPC

that is related to the change in fuel temperature. Power coefficients typically include the effect

of flux redistribution caused by the core power change and are typically calculated using two

cases at ±5% power or ±10% power about the nominal power.

Temperature and power defects are the integrals of the coefficients over a desired range and are

calculated using two cases at the upper and lower endpoint of the desired range. The method of

calculating temperature and power coefficients depends on whether the parameter is desired at

HZP (or no thermal-hydraulic feedback) conditions or at-power conditions. At-power

calculations typically include the effects of thermal-hydraulic feedback.

2.2.2.2 Differential Boron Worth

The differential boron worth is defined as the change in reactivity due to a unit change in boron

concentration. Differential boron worths are calculated by noting the change in core average

reactivity due to a change in the core-wide boron concentration, (typically ± 20 ppm about the

target value), with all other core parameters being held constant.
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2.2.2.3 Delayed Neutron Data

Delayed neutron data are used in evaluating the dynamic response of the core. The delayed

neutrons are emitted from precursor fission products a short time after the fission event. The

delayed neutron fraction and decay constant for six delayed neutron groups at various core

conditions are found by weighting the delayed neutron fraction for each fissionable isotope in

each group by the core integrated fission rate of that isotope.

2.2.2.4 Fission Product Poison Worths

The buildup and decay of certain fission products (such as Xet35 and Sm' 49) and actinides (such

as Np239, Pu239, Pu241, and Am241) result in reactivity changes that are important during core

conditions including plant startups, power ramp maneuvers, reactor trips, and extended outages.

The effect of Xe'35 is most important for maneuvers occurring over a few hours or days. The

most important time scale for changes in the other significant nuclides is days or months, and the

reactivity effect is typically calculated as a combined net effect.

2.2.3 Core Reactivity Control

The full length control rods control relatively rapid reactivity variations in the core. The control

rods are divided into four control banks (designated D, C, B, and A) and two shutdown banks

(designated SB and SA). The control banks D, C, B, and A are used to compensate for core

reactivity changes associated with changes in operating conditions -such as temperature and

power level and are moved in a fixed sequential pattern to control the reactor over the power

range of operation. The shutdown banks are used to provide shutdown reactivity.

Changes in reactivity which occur over relatively long periods of time are compensated for by

changing the soluble boron concentration in the coolant. Significant parameters governing core

reactivity control characteristics are calculated as follows.
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2.2.3.1 Integral and Differential Rod Worths

Integral rod worths are calculated by determining the change in reactivity due to the control rod

being out of the core versus being inserted into the core with all other conditions being held

constant. Differential and integral rod worths are calculated as a function of axial position. The

change in core average reactivity is evaluated as a function of the axial position of the rod or rods

in the core to obtain the differential rod worth.

2.2.3.2 Soluble Boron Concentrations

Boron in the form of boric acid is used as the soluble absorber in the reactor coolant. At HFP,

soluble boron is used to compensate for the reactivity changes caused by variations in the

concentration of xenon, samarium and other fission product poisons, the depletion of uranium

and the buildup of plutonium, and the depletion of burnable poisons. Predictions of the soluble

boron concentration necessary to maintain criticality or subcriticality are performed.

2.3 Analytical Model and Method Approval Processes

The Dominion reload evaluation methodology defines an approach for the design of reload cores

and the evaluation of key characteristics of reload cores that have an impact upon plant safety. It

is a general methodology consisting of the tools and a process that has been demonstrated to

adequately consider the relevant factors and assess their impact. The methodology is robust

enough to allow incorporation of alternate analytical models and methods, subject to the

provision that such models and methods are demonstrated to be acceptable.

Demonstration of acceptability for potential alternative tools is a necessary precondition for their

use in the Dominion reload methodology. However, such demonstration is separate from the

reload methodology itself. There are several acceptable means by which either analytical models
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or methods can achieve approved status for use in the reload methodology. These are listed

below.

- implemented in accordance with the provisions of 10CFR50.59

- independent review and approval by NRC

- incorporated as a reference in the COLR section of the plant Technical Specifications

- incorporated as a reference tool under Dominion Generic Letter 83-11, Supplement 1
program
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SECTION 3.0 - RELOAD DESIGN

3.1 Introduction

The overall objective in the design of a reload core is to determine the enrichment and number of

new fuel assemblies and a core loading pattern which will fulfill the energy requirements for the

cycle while satisfying the design basis and all applicable safety analysis limits. The nuclear

design effort to accomplish these objectives can be divided into three phases. These phases, in

the chronological order of performance, are:

I. Core loading pattern design and optimization.

II. Determination of core physics related key analysis parameters for reload safety analysis.

III. Design report, operator curve, and core follow predictions.

These phases hereafter will be referred to as design Phases I, II and III, respectively.

The objective of Phase I design is to produce a core loading pattern which meets the constraints

outlined in the design initialization (see Section 3.2.1). These constraints are general items such

as energy requirements, plant operational changes and physical changes planned during the

cycle. In addition, some preliminary calculations are performed to verify that parameters

considered integral for an acceptable core loading pattern are met.

The objective of Phase II of the design process is to verify that all core physics related limits are

met for the core loading pattern. Once the final loading pattern for the reload cycle has been

optimized under Phase I, the core physics related key analysis parameters for the reload cycle are

verified to determine if they are bounded by the limiting values for these parameters assumed in

the reference safety analyses. These Phase II parameters are calculated using conservative

assumptions to ensure the results adequately bound the reload. If a key analysis parameter for the

reload cycle exceeds the limiting value, the corresponding transient is evaluated or reanalyzed

using the reload value. Should the reload value for a key parameter cause a safety criterion not to
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be met, the reload design may be altered or new operating limits may be specified in the COLR

or Technical Specifications.

Physics design predictions for the support of station operations are calculated in Phase III using

analysis techniques consistent with those of Phase II, except their calculation is performed on a

best-estimate basis. These predictions are compared with measurements during startup physics

testing and core follow to verify the design calculations, insure that the core is properly loaded,

and verify that the core is operating properly.

3.2 Core Loading Pattern Design and Optimization

3.2.1 Design Initialization

Before any nuclear design calculations are& performed for a reload core, a design initialization is

performed. The design initialization marks the formal beginning of the design and safety

evaluation effort for a reload core and identifies the objectives, requirements, schedules, and

constraints for the cycle being designed. It includes the collection and review of design basis

information to be used in initiating design work. This review is to insure that the designer is

aware of all information which is pertinent to the design and that the subsequent safety

evaluation will be based on the actual fuel and core components that are available, the actual

plant operating history, and any plant system changes projected for the next cycle.

The design basis information to be reviewed includes:

1. Unit operational requirements.

2. Applicable core design parameter data.

3. Safety criteria and related constraints on fuel and core components as specified in the
Final Safety Analysis Report (FSAR) as updated (UFSAR).

4. Specific operating limitations on the plant as contained in the Technical Specifications
and COLR.
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5. Plant or Technical Specification changes implemented since the last reload or expected to
be implemented during the upcoming cycle.

6. Reload safety analysis parameters (mechanical, nuclear, and thermal-hydraulic) used in
the current safety analyses.

This review will establish or define:

1. The nominal end of cycle (EOC) burnup window for the previous cycle.

2. The length, operational requirements, and license limit on cycle burnup for the reload
cycle.

3. Reload design schedules.

4. The available reload fuel for use in the core.

5. Any constraints on the fuel to be used in the reload design.

6. Restrictions on the use and location of core insert components.

7. Expected plant operating conditions.

3.2.2 Fuel Loading and Pattern Determination

The determination of the fuel loading consists of finding a combination of enrichment and

number of fresh fuel assemblies which meets the reload cycle energy and operational

requirements established during the design initialization. Based on design experience from

previous cycles, enrichment limits and economic calculations, the enrichment and number of

feed assemblies is chosen. These assemblies along with the assemblies to be reinserted will be

arranged in a preliminary loading pattern. This loading pattern is modeled and depleted to

determine the cycle's energy output and power distributions. This is repeated with different

numbers of feed assemblies and/or enrichments until the cycle energy requirements are met.

During this time, shuffling of the assemblies to different locations to improve the power

distribution may also be performed. Once a fuel loading is determined, the rearrangement of the

fuel assemblies continues until the following conditions are satisfied:
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1. The radial peaking factor values for the all rods out (ARO) and D bank inserted to the
HFP insertion limits core configurations at hot full power (HFP), equilibrium xenon
conditions, including uncertainties, do not exceed the COLR limits.

2. The moderator temperature coefficient at operating conditions meets the COLR limits.

3. Sufficient rod worth is available to meet the shutdown margin requirements with the most
reactive control rod fully withdrawn.

4. Other key parameters considered integral to the confirmation of the loading pattern are
acceptable.

When a loading pattern meets the above conditions, the fresh fuel enrichment, the number of

fresh fuel assemblies, and the burnable poison requirements are set. The pattern is further

evaluated to verify that other core physics related limits are likely to be met. Modification of the

loading pattern is performed if specific limits are not met.

3.3 Nuclear Design Aspects of Reload Safety Analysis

3.3.1 Introduction

This section discusses the derivation of the core physics related key analysis parameters

(hereafter referred to as key parameters) and the relationship of these parameters to the reload

safety analysis. For each reload cycle, the effects of reload core physics related or plant related

changes is evaluated to determine if the existing safety analysis is valid for the reload.

Mechanisms and procedures used to determine the validity of the current safety analysis are

detailed in Sections 3.3.3 and 3.3.4. A conceptual discussion of all accidents of concern for the

UFSAR and subsequent licensing submittals, and an outline of procedures used to derive each of

the reload nuclear parameters important to the safety analysis are given in Section 3.3.4.
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3.3.2 Safety Analysis Philosophy

To receive and retain an operating license from the NRC, it must be demonstrated that the public

will be safe from consequences of plant operation. In addition, it is important to show that the

plant itself will suffer, at most, only limited damage from all but the most incredible transients.

Plant safety is demonstrated by accident analysis, which is the study of nuclear reactor behavior

under accident conditions. Accident analyses are usually performed in the initial stages of plant

design and documented in the FSAR. The accident analyses for North Anna and Surry are

typical in that the NSSS vendor performed the complete FSAR analysis. The four categories of

plant conditions based on their anticipated frequency of occurrence and potential for public harm

are described in References 10 and 11. The accident analyses consider all relevant aspects of the

plant and core including the operating procedures and limits on controllable plant parameters

(Technical Specifications) and the engineered safety, shutdown, and containment systems.

There are two stages in the typical safety analysis process, and these stages are applicable to

either initial plant design analyses or analyses that may be initiated during reload core design.

First, steady state nuclear calculations are performed for the core conditions assumed in the

accident analysis. The nuclear parameters derived from these calculations are called the core

physics related key analysis parameters and serve as input to the second stage. The second stage

is the actual dynamic accident analysis, which yields the accident results that are applicable for

these key analysis parameter values. The accident analyses are transient calculations that usually

model the core nuclear kinetics and those parts of the plant systems, which have a significant

impact on the events under consideration.

During the original FSAR analysis, the NSSS vendor determined the key nuclear parameter

values which had a high probability of being bounding over plant life. FSAR accident analyses

were performed using these bounding values of the key parameters.
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Subsequent to initial plant design, Dominion has verified the key parameters for Condition I, II,

III, and IV UFSAR events and analyses (excluding LOCA) and the safety of its plants using its

own analysis capability (References 6 and 13). The UFSAR documents acceptable plant safety

via detailed results of accident analyses performed with the bounding values of key nuclear

parameters. Plant safety is demonstrated if accident analysis results meet the applicable

acceptance criteria. However, an unbounded key analysis parameter could occur in a reload

cycle. For this reason, all key analysis parameters are reevaluated for each reload.

Plant changes may take place between cycles or during a cycle. Examples are changes in

operating temperatures and pressures, and setpoint changes. These -changes may affect the key

analysis parameters. If a key parameter value for a reload exceeds the current limit, an evaluation

is performed using the reload value of the key parameter. This evaluation uses sensitivities for

the impact of the parameter involved that have been demonstrated to be applicable to the

reference analysis. Such an evaluation may indicate that a transient reanalysis is warranted if the

unbounded parameter value exceeds the value in the reference safety analysis by a sufficient

amount, or if the parameter impact is otherwise difficult to quantify. The general philosophy

followed in performing an accident evaluation as opposed to a reanalysis is that the analyst must

be able to clearly demonstrate that the results of an analysis performed with cycle-specific input

would be less severe than the results of the reference analysis.

The reload evaluation process is complete if the acceptance criteria delineated in the UFSAR are

met, and internal documentation of the reload evaluation is provided for the appropriate

Dominion safety review. If, however, an accident reanalysis is necessary, more detailed analysis

methods and/or Technical Specifications changes may be required to meet the acceptance

criteria. Such changes will be processed in accordance with the relevant regulations (e.g.,

10CFR50.59).
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Therefore, the overall process is as follows:

1) Determine expected bounding key analysis parameters ("current limits").

2) Perform accident analysis using the bounding key analysis parameters and conservative

assumptions.

3) Determine, for each reload, the value of each key analysis parameter.

4) Compare reload key analysis parameters to current limits.

5) Evaluate whether an accident reanalysis is needed based on the effect the reload key

analysis parameters may have.

6) Perform reanalysis, change operating limits, or revise loading pattern as necessary.

This reload analysis philosophy has been used for the past reload cores for Dominion Surry Units

1 and 2 and North Anna Units 1 and 2 and will be used by Dominion in the future.

The accidents analyzed for the UFSAR and evaluated for each reload cycle are listed in Table 1.

The key parameters to be determined for each reload cycle are listed in Table 2. The non-specific

parameters (designated '(NS)' in Table 2) are generated by evaluating general core

characteristics, while the specific parameters (designated '(S)' in Table 2) are generated by

statically simulating an accident. The third type of key parameters are fuel performance and

thermal-hydraulic related parameters (designated '(F)' in Table 2). The methods that will be

employed by Dominion to determine these key parameters will be consistent with the methods

documented in References 9, 12 and 14.

3.3.3 Non-Specific Key Parameters

Non-specific key parameters are derived by evaluating core characteristics for conditions

bounding those expected to occur during the reload cycle to ensure that sufficiently limiting

values of the parameter are determined. These conditions include conservative assumptions for

such core parameters as xenon distributions, power level, control rod position, operating history,

and burnup. These parameters are designated with '(NS)' in Table 2. Each non-specific key
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parameter generally serves as safety analysis input to several accidents including the accidents

that also require specific key parameters, such as rod ejection. In addition, numerical uncertainty

factors that are appropriate to the models being used are applied to the calculated parameter.

3.3.3.1 Rod Insertion Limits

Control rod insertion limits (RIL) define the maximum allowable control bank insertion as a

function of power level. Rod insertion limits (RIL) are required in order to: maintain an

acceptable power distribution during normal operation, obtain acceptable consequences

following postulated accidents, and to insure that the minimum shutdown margin (SDM)

assumed in the safety analyses is available. The current RILs for the unit are given in the plant

COLR.

The rod insertion allowance (RIA) is the maximum amount of control bank reactivity which is

allowed to be inserted in the core at HFP, and is selected to conservatively bound the amount of

rod worth not available for shutdown margin over a range of power levels from BFP to HZP.

The relationship between the RIA and the RIL is such that insertion limits determined purely

from RIA considerations are usually shallow enough that other bases for rod insertion limits such

as acceptable power. distributions and acceptable postulated rod ejection consequences are

satisfied. The determination of the RIL is made by simulation of the control banks moving into

the core with normal overlap while assuring the minimum shutdown margin is maintained over a

range of power levels and insertions from HFP to HZP. The calculation is performed at the

limiting times in cycle life (typically EOC), and for conservatism, the model is depleted in such a

way that the burnup and xenon distribution force the power to the top of the core. This

maximizes the worth of the inserted portion of the control banks which is not available for

shutdown margin.

When tentative RIL lines have been selected by the method just outlined, they are then checked

to see that they satisfy all of the other evaluation requirements. If any basis is not satisfied by the



VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 2.0-A Page 25

tentative insertion limits, the insertion limits are raised until the most limiting basis is satisfied.

These limits are then checked against the COLR. If these RIL lines exceed those in the COLR,

the COLR is revised accordingly.

3.3.3.2 Shutdown Margin

The shutdown margin (SDM) is the amount of negative reactivity by which a reactor is

maintained in a subcritical state at HZP conditions after a reactor trip. Shutdown margin is

calculated by determining the amount of negative reactivity available (control and shutdown

bank worth) and finding the excess available once the positive reactivity associated with going

from HFP to HZP conditions has been overcome.

The amount of rod worth available is calculated in two parts. First, calculations are performed to

determine the highest worth single control rod or most reactive rod (MRR) for the loading

pattern. Next, the total control rod worth assuming the MRR is stuck out of the core (N-I rod

worth) is determined and reduced an additional amount for conservatism. The N-I rod worth is

then reduced by the amount of rod insertion allowance to account for rods being inserted to the

insertion limits.

Once the available shutdown reactivity is determined, calculations are performed to determine

the amount of reactivity to be overcome to maintain the core in a subcritical state. The power

defect is conservatively calculated by increasing the total moderator temperature change above

that seen from HFP to HZP conditions. The effect of flux redistribution is included in the

shutdown margin calculations. In addition, subcooled void collapse may occur when going from

HFP to HZP, causing a positive reactivity insertion. A generic estimate of void collapse

reactivity is typically used in the shutdown margin calculations.

The shutdown margin is the amount by which the available negative reactivity (rod worth)

exceeds the positive reactivity to be overcome. This calculation is performed at the limiting

times in cycle life (typically BOC and EOC).
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3.3.3.3 Trip Reactivity Shape

The trip reactivity shape is a measure of the amount of negative reactivity entering the core (in

the form of control rods) after a trip as a function of trip bank insertion. For conservatism in the

accident analysis a minimum amount of trip worth based on near full-power conditions is

assumed to be available. This minimum trip worth is confirmed to be conservative by calculating

the available trip worth for near full power conditions on a reload basis.

The actual parameter of interest to the accident analysis is reactivity insertion versus time. To

determine this parameter, rod insertion versus time information is combined with the trip

reactivity shape. The conservatism of the rod insertion versus time information used for the

analysis is verified by rod drop measurements taken during the startup tests for each cycle.

The trip reactivity shape is generated and evaluated at the limiting times in cycle life (typically

the depletion step with the most bottom peaked axial power distribution and the HFP end of

reactivity depletion step). Control banks and/or xenon distributions are used to conservatively

skew the power distributions prior to inserting the trip reactivity worth. The calculated total

minimum trip reactivity worth is inserted in discrete steps and the integral worth corresponding

to each step is determined. The calculated trip reactivity shape is then compared to the shape

assumed in the safety analysis. The safety analysis curve is established to be a conservative

representation of the reload values generated using the methodology above. A conservative trip

reactivity comparison is confirmed if the safety analysis value shows less negative reactivity

insertion for the major part of the rod insertion (i.e., except for the endpoints which are always

equal), than the values calculated for the reload core.
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3.3.3.4 Reactivity Coefficients

The transient response of the reactor system is dependent on reactivity feedbacks, in particular

the moderator temperature (density) coefficient and the Doppler power and temperature

coefficients. The reactivity coefficient generation for the reload design was discussed in Section

2.2.2.

For each core there is a range of assumed values for the reactivity coefficients. The coefficients

used as key analysis parameters are derived using the appropriate techniques and at the

appropriate conditions to obtain the limiting (maxima and minima) values.

In the analysis of certain events, conservatism requires the use of large reactivity coefficient

values, whereas in the analysis of other events, a small reactivity coefficient value would be

conservative. Some accidents and their analyses are not affected by reactivity feedback effects.

Where reactivity effects are important to the analysis of an event, the use of conservatively large

versus small reactivity coefficient values is treated on an event by event basis.

3.3.3.5 Neutron Data

Delayed neutrons are emitted from fission products. They are normally separated into six groups,

each characterized by an individual decay constant and yield fraction. The delayed neutron

fractions are calculated using the appropriate cross-section data. The total delayed neutron

fraction (total IB) is the sum of the delayed neutron fractions for the six groups.

The key analysis parameter is the 0,fr, which is the product of the total f3 and the importance

factor. The importance factor reflects the relative effectiveness of the delayed neutrons for

causing fission. For some transients, it is conservative to use the minimum expected value of 0eff,

while for others, the maximum expected value is more conservative. The use of conservatively



VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 2.0-A Page 28

large versus small Jeff values is treated on an event by event basis. ceff is calculated at the times

in cycle life that would produce the bounding values for the cycle (typically BOC and EOC).

The prompt neutron lifetime is the time from neutron generation to absorption. It is calculated by

core averaging a region-wise power weighted prompt neutron lifetime calculated by a fuel lattice

physics code for each region in the core. The key analysis parameter used for transients is the

maximum prompt neutron lifetime, which is calculated at the limiting time in cycle life (typically

EOC).

3.3.3.6 Power Density, Peaking Factors

The thermal margins of the reactor system are dependent on the initial power distribution. The

power distribution is typically characterized by the radial peaking factor, FAH, and the total

peaking factor, FQ. The COLR specifies the peaking factor limits that apply to each cycle. Two

key mechanisms are employed to constrain the peaking factors to be within the COLR limits: 1)

the nuclear design of the core, by judicious placement of new and depleted fuel and by the use of

burnable poisons, and 2) operational constraints, such as the axial power distribution control

procedures and the rod insertion limits. Together, these mechanisms protect the core from power

distributions more adverse than those allowed by the COLR

For transients which may be DNB limited, the radial peaking factor, FAH, is of importance. The

allowable radial peaking factor increases with decreasing power level. For transients which may

be overpower limited, the total peaking factor, FQ, is of importance. Above 50% power the

allowable value of FQ increases with decreasing power level such that the full power hot spot

heat flux is not exceeded, i.e., FQ * Power = design hot spot heat flux. For a reload, peaking

factors are checked for various power levels, rod positions, and cycle burnups assuming

conservative power distributions to verify the limits are not exceeded.
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3.3.4 Specific Key Parameters

Specific key parameters are generated by statically simulating an accident. These parameters are

designated with '(S)' in Table 2. The parameters are (or are directly related to) rod worths,

reactivity insertion rates, or peaking factors. The static conditions are selected to be conservative

for the accident and to account for variations in such parameters as initial power level, rod

position, xenon distribution, previous cycle burnup, and current cycle burnup. In addition,

numerical uncertainty factors which are appropriate to the models being used are applied to the

calculated parameter.

3.3.4.1 Uncontrolled Control Rod Bank Withdrawal

The rod withdrawal accident occurs when control banks are withdrawn from the core due to

some control system malfunction with a resulting reactivity insertion. The accident is assumed

to be able to occur over a range of core powers. For rod withdrawal from subcritical (H1ZP), the

parameter of interest is the maximum differential worth of two sequential control banks (D and

C, C and B, etc.) moving together at HZP with 100% overlap. The rod withdrawal at power

accident differs from the rod withdrawal from subcritical in that it occurs at-power and assumes

that banks D and C are moving with the normal overlap. The parameter of interest is the

maximum differential rod worth.

The following assumptions and conservatisms are used:

1) The axial xenon distribution is conservatively calculated at conditions that tend to
maximize peak differential rod worth.

2) Calculations are performed at cycle burnups that tend to maximize the peak differential
rod worth.
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3.3.4.2 Rod Misalignment

Rod misalignment accidents result from the malfunctioning of the control rod positioning

mechanisms, and include:

1) static misalignment of an RCCA (Rod Cluster Control Assembly, i.e., control rod).

2) single RCCA withdrawal.

3) dropped RCCA I dropped bank.

The key acceptance criterion for rod misalignment accidents is the minimum DNBR. The DNBR

in the case of a rod misalignment accident is primarily a function of radial peaking factors (FSH).

For conservatism, all of the rod misalignment cases are performed at the cycle burnups that

maximize the radial peaking factors. Typically, a search is made to determine worst case rods for

each type of rod misalignment. Uncertainty factors appropriate to the models used are applied.

The maximum FwH calculated for each of these types of rod misalignments are used to confirm

that the DNB acceptance criterion has been met.

In the static misalignment accident, an RCCA is misaligned by being a number of steps above or

below the rest of its bank. The RCCA misalignment below its bank is bounded by the dropped

RCCA analyses for Surry and North Anna as described below. Note that the FAH calculated for

the RCCA misalignment upward analysis bounds the FAH for the single RCCA withdrawal

accident. However the single RCCA withdrawal accident is a condition III event and therefore a

small percentage of fuel rods may be expected to fail. The event is analyzed to ensure that only a

small percentage (<5%) of the fuel rods could exceed the fuel thermal limits and enter into DNB.

The percentage of rods in DNB is determined through the use of a fuel rod census where the

peak power for each rod in the core is tabulated.

The dropped RCCA(s) event (dropped rod or dropped bank) is conservatively evaluated using

the methodology described in WCAP-11394-P-A (Reference 15). Dominion acquired the

transient databases and methodology information, necessary to perform the dropped rod analyses

of Reference 15 from Westinghouse. Dominion has performed evaluations which demonstrated
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the applicability of the methodology, the correlations, and the transient database for the analysis

of the dropped rod event for the North Anna and Surry Power Stations. This methodology for the

evaluation of the dropped rod(s) event has been implemented for both the North Anna and Surry

Power Stations pursuant to the provisions of IOCFR50.59.

The dropped RCCA(s) event evaluation consists of three analyses: system transient, nuclear, and

thermal-hydraulic. The transient response is calculated using a system code which simulates the

neutron kinetics, reactor coolant system, pressurizer, pressurizer relief and safety valves,

pressurizer spray, steam generators, and steam generator safety valves. Nuclear models are used

to obtain hot channel factors consistent with the primary system conditions at the statepoints

generated by the transient simulation. These analyses are performed using a parametric approach

so that cycle specific conditions may be evaluated using the data generated from the three

analyses above. Specifically, these analyses provide: I) statepoints, i.e., the reactor power,

pressure, and temperature at the most limiting time in the transient and 2) the radial peaking

factor at the most limiting conditions in the transient. The DNB design basis is shown to be met

using a core thermal-hydraulics code by combining the conditions associated with I and 2.

The reload evaluation of the dropped rod(s) event involves an analysis using two cycle-specific,

key parameters: the rod worth available for withdrawal and the moderator temperature

coefficient. These parameters are used to determine the radial peaking factor prior to the dropped

RCCA(s) event which would produce conditions at the DNBR limit during the transient for a

range of dropped RCCA(s) worths. These predrop radial peaking factors are compared to the

reload design predictions to confirm that the limiting predrop conditions for DNB do not occur

during the cycle.

3.3.4.3 Rod Ejection

The rod ejection accident results from the postulated mechanical failure of a control rod

mechanism pressure housing such that the coolant system pressure ejects the control rod and

drive shaft to the fully withdrawn position. This results in rapid reactivity insertion and high
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peaking factors. Rod ejections are analyzed at the beginning and end of the cycle at hot zero

power and hot full power.

The following scenario describes the rod ejection. With the core critical (at either HZP or U1FP)

and the control rods inserted to the appropriate insertion limit, the pressure housing of the most

limiting ejected rod fails. The rod is ejected completely from the core resulting in a large

positive reactivity insertion and a high FQ in the vicinity of the ejected rod. The most limiting

ejected rod is that rod that gives the highest worth (or positive reactivity addition) and/or the

highest FQ when ejected from the core.

The rod ejection accident produces a brief power excursion which is limited by Doppler

feedback. The rod ejection accident is a Condition IV event that has a potential for fuel damage

and some limited radioactivity releases. A more detailed discussion of the rod ejection accident

scenario and analysis may be found in Reference 13.

The key parameters for the rod ejection accident are the ejected rod worth and total peaking

factor, FQ. The rod ejection key analysis parameters for the bounding power levels and burnups

are derived for each reload core. The models used for the calculation of axial powers are

depleted in such a way as to insure that, at EOC, the top part of the core has less burnup than

would be expected from a best estimate calculation based on operational history. The depletion is

performed with D Bank partially inserted, which insures higher worths and peaking factors, for

both HZP and HFP, as compared to the best estimate axial burnup shape.

The rod ejection parameter derivation is performed in a conservative manner. Although the rod

ejection accident is limited by Doppler feedback, the key analysis parameters are derived with all

feedback frozen. Conservatism is ensured by calculating all physics parameters at steady state

conditions using the "adiabatic assumption." This assumption asserts that any fuel damage which

might occur during the transient takes place in a small time interval immediately following the

ejection of the rod and before the thermal-hydraulic feedback effects of the core become

important. This freezing of the core feedback effects leads to larger values of the total power

peaking factor and ejected rod worth than would otherwise be expected in the transient.
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3.3.4.4 Steamline Break

The steamline break (or steambreak) accident is an inadvertent depressurization of the main

steam system or a rupture of a main steamline. The first type of event is referred to as a "credible

break" and is a Condition II event. The second type is called a "hypothetical break" and is a

Condition IV event.

The credible steambreak accident can occur when any one steam dump, relief, or safety valve

fails to close. The hypothetical steambreak is a rupture or break in a main steamline. For the

credible break the safety analysis must show that no DNB and subsequent clad damage occurs.

For the hypothetical break, DNB or clad damage may occur, but the safety analysis must show

that the 1OCFR100 limits are not exceeded.

The steamline depressurization caused by this accident results in a temperature decrease in the

reactor coolant which in the presence of a negative moderator temperature coefficient results in a

positive reactivity insertion. The reactivity insertion and a possible return to critical are more

limiting when the MTC is most negative (typically at EOC).

The starting point for both analyses is a reference safety analysis using RETRAN. The input

parameters for the RETRAN model include nuclear parameters which are considered

conservative for the reload core being analyzed. RETRAN predicts, for various shutdown

margins and secondary break sizes, the system trends as a function of time. The nature of the

analysis is such that although the plant volumes, temperatures and flows are reasonably detailed,

more specific core DNB determinations must be made using more detailed methods.

First, a detailed nuclear calculation is performed at the limiting time in cycle, HZP power

conditions with all rods fully inserted, except the highest reactivity worth stuck rod. These

conditions are conservative initial assumptions for steambreak (see References 10 and I 1). Next,

conditions including power, non-uniform inlet temperature distribution, pressure, and flow

(derived from the RETRAN code output data at the point where the minimum DNBR may occur)
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are input, and peaking factors and axial power distributions are generated. The stuck rod is

assumed to occur in the coldest quadrant to maximize reactivity insertion.

Several limiting statepoints are chosen from RETRAN for minimum DNBR analysis. The

temperature and pressure information-from these statepoints along with peaking factor

information from the detailed nuclear calculation are input to the thermal-hydraulic code to

conservatively determine the minimum DNBR for the steambreak transient.

3.3.4.5 LOCA Peaking Factor Evaluation

A loss of coolant accident (LOCA) is defined as a rupture of the Reactor Coolant System piping

or of any line connected to the system. The LOCA reload evaluation methodology that is

employed by Dominion is consistent with the fuel vendor methodology used for establishing and

validating the operational limits for allowable core power distributions. A description of the

reload validation methodology can be found in References 5, and 14.

The primary LOCA key analysis parameter is FQ(Z) * P, where FQ(Z) is total peaking factor as a

function of core height and P is core average power (fraction of rated). This key parameter is

compared to a COLR limit which is based on the total peaking factor assumed in the applicable

LOCA analysis. The LOCA operational limits for core power distribution are intended to

accommodate a range of core operating conditions that tend to maximize the peak linear heat

generation rate and axial power distribution. The LOCA limit envelope is conservative with

respect to the power shapes assumed for large and small break LOCA analyses. The specific

form of the limit expression is dependent upon LOCA evaluation model methodologies that are

generally specific to individual fuel type. The limit envelope is expressed in terms of FQ(Z) * P.

multiplied by one or more normalization factors, which may be functions of core height or

burnup.
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To determine these parameters Dominion uses one of two reload analysis methods: 1) a standard

CAOC FAC analysis as described in Reference 5 or 2) the Relaxed Power Distribution Control

(RPDC) methodology as described in Reference 9.

The key parameters are determined analytically for RPDC in much the same manner as under the

CAOC methodology. Each methodology involves calculational verification that the maximum

FQ will not exceed the LOCA limit for operation within the established AI bands. The Al

parameter is defined as the difference in power in the top and bottom halves of the core,

expressed as a percentage of core power. The two methodologies can be contrasted as follows.

The CAOC analysis determines that the FQ limit is met when the unit is operated within a narrow

Al band which is constant over the range of 50% to hot full power. The RPDC analysis

determines an allowable Al band that is a function of power, within which the unit may operate

and meet the FQ limit. The allowable AI band from the RPDC analysis is generally larger than

the AI band assumed in the CAOC analysis.

To summarize, the procedure for insuring LOCA safety analysis coverage for the reload cycle

consists of: 1) determining the applicable LOCA FQ limit envelope; 2) determining the reload

core maximum FQ(Z) * P values for all normal operational modes; and 3) specifying the

appropriate COLR changes to ensure that the reload FQ(Z) * P values are bounded by the LOCA

FQ envelope.

3.3.4.6 Boron Dilution

Reactivity can be added to the reactor core by feeding primary grade (unborated) water into the

Reactor Coolant System (RCS) through the Chemical and Volume Control System (CVCS).

This addition of reactivity by boron dilution is intended to be controlled by the operator. The

CVCS is designed to limit the rate of dilution even under various postulated failure modes.

Alarms and instrumentation provide the operator sufficient time to correct an uncontrolled

dilution if it occurs. Boron dilution accidents are Condition II events and are evaluated for all

phases of plant operation.
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The core boron concentrations and the minimum shutdown margins to be maintained for the

different phases of plant operation are specified in the plant Technical Specifications, the COLR

and plant procedures. The minimum shutdown margins for credible cases are specified in order

to provide the required operator response time. For each reload, calculations are performed to

demonstrate that the minimum shutdown margins are met at the core conditions and boron

concentrations specified.

3.3.4.7 Overpower Evaluations

An overpower condition occurs in a reactor when the 100% power level is inadvertently

exceeded due to incidents such as an uncontrolled boron dilution or an uncontrolled rod

withdrawal. The overpower evaluation key analysis parameter for both of these accidents is the

maximum linear heat generation rate (LHGR), in kw/ft. The methodology used to derive the key

analysis parameter for CAOC is described in Reference 14. The analogous methodology for

RPDC is described in Reference 9.

3.3.5 Non-Nuclear Design Key Parameters

Non-nuclear design key parameters are safety analysis inputs from non-nuclear areas such as

core fuel performance and thermal-hydraulics. These parameters are designated with '(F)' in

Table 2. Changes to these parameters are infrequently made and are typically linked to changes

in either the plant operating conditions or fuel products. These inputs are reviewed for each

reload cycle to ensure that the safety analysis assumptions continue to bound the key parameter

values for the current plant configuration.
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3.4 Reload Safety Evaluation Process

As has been discussed in previous sections, past analytical experience has allowed the correlation

of the various accidents with those key safety parameters which have a significant impact on

them. When a key safety analysis parameter exceeds its previously defined safety analysis limit,

the particular transient(s) in question must be evaluated. This evaluation may be based on

known sensitivities to changes in the various parameters in cases where the change is expected to

be minimal and the effects are well understood. In cases where the impact is less certain or the

effects of the parameter on the results is of a more complicated nature, then the transient will be

reanalyzed. The majority of these reanalyses are performed with the Virginia Power RETRAN

models described in References 6, 7, and 13.

Each transient reanalysis method and assumption will be based on a conservative representation

of the system and its response. This includes appropriate initial conditions, conservative

reactivity feedback assumptions, conservative reactor trip functions and setpoints, and

assumptions concerning systems performance. More discussion of these items can be found in

References 6, 7 and 13.

Transients requiring core minimum DNBR analyses are analyzed using the applicable thermal-

hydraulic code(s) and model(s) and applicable statistical DNB methodology that are listed in the

COLR section of the plant Technical Specifications. The necessary core operating condition

inputs are determined from the RETRAN code. Peaking factor inputs are determined from the

appropriate nuclear design code.
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TABLE 1

EVALUATED ACCIDENTS

CONDITION I EVENTS

a) Uncontrolled Rod Cluster Control Assembly Bank Withdrawal from a Subcritical Condition
b) Uncontrolled Rod Cluster Control Assembly Bank Withdrawal at Power
c) Rod Cluster Control Assembly Misalignment
d) Uncontrolled Boron Dilution
e) Partial Loss of Forced Reactor Coolant Flow
f) Startup of an Inactive Reactor Coolant Loop
g) Loss of External Electrical Load and/or Turbine Trip
h) Loss of Normal Feedwater
i) Loss of all Off-Site Power to the Station Auxiliaries (Station Blackout)
j) Excessive Heat Removal Due to Feedwater System Malfunctions
k) Excessive Load Increase Incident
I) Accidental Depressurization of the Reactor Coolant System
m) Accidental Depressurization of the Main Steam System

CONDITION III EVENTS

a) Complete Loss of Forced Reactor Coolant Flow
b) Single Rod Cluster Control Assembly Withdrawal at Power
c) Small Break Loss of Coolant Accident

CONDITION IV EVENTS

a) Rupture of a Steam Pipe
b) Rupture of a Feedline
c) Single Reactor Coolant Pump Locked Rotor
d) Rupture of a Control Rod Drive Mechanism Housing (Rod Cluster Control Assembly

Ejection)
e) Large Break Loss of Coolant Accident
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TABLE 2

KEY ANALYSIS PARAMETERS

1) Core Thermal Limits (F)
2) Moderator Temperature (Density) Coefficient (NS)
3) Doppler Temperature Coefficient (NS)
4) Doppler Power Coefficient (NS)
5) Delayed Neutron Fraction (NS)

6) Prompt Neutron Lifetime (NS)
7) Boron Worth (NS)
8) Control Bank Worth (NS)
9) Rod Worth Available for Withdrawal (S)
10) Ejected Rod Worth (S)

11) Shutdown Margin (NS)
12) Boron Concentration for Required Shutdown Margin (NS)
13) Reactivity Insertion Rate due to Rod Withdrawal (S)
14) Trip Reactivity Shape and Magnitude (NS)
15) Power Peaking Factors (S)

16) Maximum FQ * P (S)
17) Radial Peaking Factor (S)
18) Ejected Rod Hot Channel Factor (S)
19) Initial Fuel Temperature (F)
20) Initial Hot Spot Fuel Temperature (F)

21) Fuel Power Census (NS)
22) Densification Power Spike (F)
23) Axial Fuel Rod Shrinkage (F)
24) Fuel Rod Internal Gas Pressure (F)
25) Fuel Stored Energy (F)

26) Decay Heat (F)
27) Maximum Linear Heat Generation Rate (LHGR) (S)
28) Maximum LHGR Vs. Burnup (F)

Parameter Designation
NS: Non-Specific
S: Specific
F: Fuel Performance and Thermal-Hydraulics Related
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3.5 Nuclear Design Report, Operator Curves, and Core Follow Data

Before the operation of the cycle, a Nuclear Design Report which documents the nuclear design

calculations performed in support of the cycle operation is issued. In addition, operator curves

and core follow data (e.g., startup physics testing data, shutdown margin data, nuclear

instrumentation data, etc.) are also generated for specific core configurations based on the

calculations for the nuclear design report. The nuclear design report, operator curves, and core

follow data are for use by station personnel in the operation of the cycle.

The parameters calculated for the reload safety evaluation are calculated for the most

conservative conditions and in addition have uncertainty factors applied to them. This same

practice is used in the derivation of the shutdown margin data and some of the nuclear

instrumentation and operator curve data. The remaining nuclear instrumentation and operator

curve data, startup physics testing data, and nuclear design report data are best estimate

calculations for conditions which the plant may see and be anticipated to operate under. For the

most part these parameters are calculated for actual previous end-of-cycle conditions. However,

where a parameter shows little or predictable variation for different previous end-of-cycle

burnups the calculations may be made for the nominal end of the burnup window if values are

needed prior to shutdown of the previous cycle.

The parameters calculated on a reload basis for a design report include:

1) Boron endpoints and boron worths at various core configurations;

2) Reactivity coefficients and defects (Isothermal temperature coefficients, Doppler
temperature coefficients, isothermal temperature defects, total power defects, etc.) at
various core conditions;

3) Integral and differential bank worths at various core conditions;

4) Delayed neutron data and prompt neutron lifetime;

5) Relative power distributions at various core conditions;

6) Iodine and Xenon concentrations and worths at various core conditions;
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7) Reactivity due to isotopic decay (excluding xenon) at various core conditions;

8) Assembly-wise burnup as a function of cycle burnup;

9) Most reactive stuck rod worths at various core conditions;

10) Miscellaneous calculations to support operator curve generation or core follow input.

Core physics measurements taken during the cycle startup and operation are compared to the

physics design predictions documented in the Nuclear Design Report to insure that the plant is

being operated within safety limits. Results of the measurements and the comparisons to

predictions are published as a Startup Physics Test Report and a Core Performance Report for

each reload cycle.
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SECTION 4.0 - SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The in-house fuel management and reload design capability developed by Dominion utilizes

models and techniques developed in-house and licensed by the NRC. These models have been

shown to accurately predict the necessary core parameters and simulate the core behavior

necessary to perform the reload design process outlined in this report.

The first step in the reload safety analysis of a core is the preparation of a listing of the current

limits for core physics related key analysis parameters. Appropriate calculations are performed

for generation of the reload values of the key parameters (generally static nuclear calculations)

based on this list. Evaluation and, if necessary reanalysis of any accidents (using transient

methods) is performed as required by the results of the key parameter calculations. A Reload

Safety Evaluation (RSE) report is then issued documenting the results of the safety analysis for

the reload cycle. For the typical reload, the derived key analysis parameters are bounded by the

current limit key analysis parameters.

If the current limits are exceeded, that event may be handled in a number of ways. If the

parameter only slightly exceeds its limits, or the affected transients are relatively insensitive to

that parameter, a simple quantitative evaluation may be made which conservatively estimates the

magnitude of the effect and explains why an actual reanalysis does not have to be made. The

current limit is not changed.

If the deviation is large and/or expected to have a more significant or not easily quantifiable

effect on the accident, the accident is reanalyzed following standard procedures (such as those

used in the FSAR analyses or other NRC approved methods). After the reanalysis is performed,

and if the results of the reanalysis meet all applicable licensing criteria the reload evaluation is

complete upon completion of the appropriate internal documentation and review.

Sometimes reanalysis will produce unsatisfactory results and other steps may have to be taken.

Technical Specifications changes, COLR changes, or core loading pattern changes are typical

adjustments that may be required. Raising the rod insertion limits, in order to reduce the ejected
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rod Fq and worth, is an example of a COLR change. If Technical Specifications changes are

necessary to keep key parameters bounded, these changes must be approved by the NRC in

accordance with IOCFR50.59 prior to implementation at the plant. In addition, loading pattern

adjustments may be required to bring some key parameters within the current limits or reduce the

size of the deviation.
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Attachment

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
DOMINION'S RELOAD NUCLEAR DESIGN METHODOLOGY TOPICAL REPORT

VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2

North Anna Power Station Units I and 2
Surry Power Station Units 1 and 2

Virginia Electric and Power Company
(Dominion)



In April 15 and 16, 2002 discussions with the NRC staff, regarding Dominion's Topical
Report, VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, "Reload Nuclear Design Methodology," the following
additional information was requested.

Question 1:'

Is the Dominion reload methodology discussed in Topical Report VEP-FRD-42,
Revision 2, intended to be applicable only for Westinghouse and Framatome ANP fuel
types? If the intent is for other fuel types, please provide a discussion regarding how
applicability determinations will be made and the process for determining the need for
prior NRC approval.

Response:

The methodology discussed in VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2 is supported by extensive
nuclear design predictions that encompass various evolutionary -changes In fuel design
features for Westinghouse fuel. Such predictions have been made for more than 40
reload cores, loaded In both North Anna and Surry reactors. Although the Intended
extension of this methodology is for the analysis of Frarnatome ANP fuel, the
methodology is sufficiently robust for use on any fuel product with similar features. The
methodology has several key elements, none of which are inherently dependent upon a
specific fuel design or manufacturer. These key attributes of the methodology are:

* Analysis framework in which safety analyses establish the acceptable values for
reload core key parameters, while nuclear and fuel design codes confirm each
core's margin to the limits

* Use of bounding key parameter values in reference safety analyses

* Recurrent validation of nuclear design analytical predictions through comparison
with reload core measurement data

* Representation of key fuel features via detailed inputs in core design and safety
analysis models

* Fuel is modeled using approved critical heat flux (CHF) correlations demonstrated to
be applicable and within the range of qualification

The Dominion reload design methodology focuses upon determining appropriately
conservative values for two types of parameters: 1) the bounding value for key
parameters assumed in the safety analyses and 2) the values for these same key
parameters calculated for each reload core.- The first parameter set constitutes the
allowable limits for which the exdsting safety analyses remain valid. The reload values
are determined for each specific core with the objective of confirming that they remain
within the limit values. Application of this methodology to alternate fuel types would be
accomplished in a fashion that preserves this fundamental approach. Prior to the use of
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the Dominion nuclear reload methodology for other fuel types, it is necessary to confirm
that the impact of the fuel design and its specific features can be adequately modeled
with the Dominion nuclear design and safety analysis codes. This includes comparison
with appropriate benchmark data to confirm the capability to model the specific fuel
features and to determine the inherent accuracy of such predictions. Results of these
comparisons would also be used to determine whether any changes are needed in
uncertainties that are applied to the nuclear calculations. If the features of an alternate
fuel design can be modeled with comparable accuracy to the existing models and fuel
design and require no change in the applied uncertainty factors, the applicability of the
nuclear design portion of the methodology is established. This approach confirms that
there should be no significant effect upon calculated values of reload key parameters.
To determine applicability of safety analysis codes for analysis of alternate fuel
products, a similar modeling capability assessment would be performed. This
assessment would involve incorporating the appropriate detailed fuel design inputs into
safety analysis code calculations and verifying that existing codes and models
conservatively model the fuel behavior. This would be accomplished either by direct
evaluation of the key phenomena or comparison to available vendor calculation results.
The need to obtain prior NRC approval for these changes is governed by the
requirements of 10 CFR 50.59, which in Sections (a)(2) and (c)(2)(viii) includes
provisions that are relevant to methodology changes. If the changes necessary to
accommodate another fuel product required changes to the reload methodology of
VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, these would be submitted for prior NRC review and approval.

Question 2:

The licensee states that the minor changes in Framatome ANP fuel features that could
affect safety analysis design inputs are within the modeling capability of Dominion
safety and core design analysis codes. Please verify that Framatome ANP fuel features
are within all restrictions and limitations of Dominion safety and core design analysis
codes.

Response:

Core Design Models

From a core design perspective, the differences in modeling Framatome ANP fuel
relative to Westinghouse fuel are small and are accommodated using model input
parameters. These differences are similar in magnitude to incremental changes in
Westinghouse fuel over time, which have been successfully modeled. Minor changes
include spacer grid differences, a slight increase in fuel density, and a slight difference
in the position of the fuel stack. The grid differences are primarily due to the presence
of intermediate flow mixer grids. In the PDQ and NOMAD models, grids are not
explicitly modeled, but are homogenized over the entire length of the fuel stack. The
effect of more grid material (primarily zirconium) is directly modeled in PDQ via input
parameters (treated as nuclides) representing grid material and moderator
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displacement. The macroscopic cross section effect Is transferred to the NOMAD
model from PDQ. Similarly, cross sections in the PDQ model are a function of fresh fuel
isotopic content; therefore, the density effects are also directly modeled.

Minor changes in fuel alignment have occurred in the past due to evolutionary changes
In Westinghouse fuel products, such as the incorporation of protective lower grids. If
there is a significant shift in the relative alignment of the burnable poison (BP) and the
fuel, the burnable poison position Is directly modeled by axially volume weighting the BP
input in the axial nodes where the BP/Fuel boundary changes. Comparison of measured
and predicted Framatome ANP lead test assembly (LTA) axial and integral power
distributions over three cycles of operation provides direct confirmation of the accuracy
of the axial weighting, grid modeling, and fuel density modeling techniques.

RETRAN Models

In preparation for application of the Dominion RETRAN model to Framatome ANP fuel,
specific card (record) overlays to the RETRAN input cards were developed. These
overlays were developed such that appending them to the end of the current,
Westinghouse fuel based model creates a Framatome ANP-specific RETRAN model.

Fuel oroperties

The Framatome ANP overlays were developed from fuel and clad properties data
supplied by Framatome ANP which are consistent with those used in the approved
Framatome ANP safety analysis models. Formal documents developed under the
Framatome OA program were developed to transmit this data. Fuel properties covered
included:

* Material properties of the three conductor materials (the fuel pellet, the pellet-cladding
helium gap, and the M5 cladding)
- Thermal conductivity
- Volumetric heat capacity
- Thermal linear expansion coefficient

These data were converted into the RETRAN input structure. Plots of the data, the
analytical equations. used to develop the data, and graphical and numerical
comparisons were presented of the Framatome ANP data to the corresponding data In:

* the existing W fuel based model
* The International Nuclear Safety Center (INSC) Material Database, Argonne

National Laboratory for the US Department of Energy
* NUREG/CR-6160 (MATPRO)

Generally, only, minor differences in the data were observed. The most significant
property differences are those associated with the M5 versus ZIRLO cladding.
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Core Geometry Input

The Framatome ANP overlays were developed from Framatome ANP supplied
dimensional data for the Framatome ANP fuel assemblies. All dimensional data were
transmitted via documentation that was formally prepared and reviewed under
Framatome ANP's 10 CFR 50 Appendix B QA program. Input changes were developed
in the following areas:

* Core bypass geometry
- Volume
- Flow area
- Flow diameter

* Active core geometry
- Volume
- Flow area
- Flow diameter

* Reactor vessel flow path length and area
* Reactor vessel form loss coefficients
* Reactor core target pressure drops
* Active core inlet mass flow rate
* Geometry of the active core heat conductors

The calculation of each RETRAN input was documented in a reviewed engineering
calculation and prepared in accordance with Dominion's 10 CFR 50 Appendix B Quality
Assurance Program. The engineering calculation presents detailed comparisons of the
Framatome ANP overlay parameters to the base model parameters in tabular format.
The parameter changes represented minor adjustments with respect to the existing
inputs.

Steady-state initializations were run with and without the Framatome ANP overlays to
ensure adequate convergence of the new models. Detailed comparisons of the steady-
state initialization results were presented in the engineering calculation in tabular
format. Review of these results showed that there are only minor differences in the
Westinghouse Fuel Based and Framatome ANP Fuel based models.

The modeling changes associated with Framatome ANP fuel fall within the restrictions
and limitations of the Dominion core design and safety analysis codes.

Question 3:

Use of Framatome ANP fuel will require changes to various computer model inputs.
Please discuss how the practices of NRC Generic Letter 83-11, Supplement 1,
"Licensee Qualifications for Performing Safety Analysesm, are applied in making these
model changes.

4 of 25



Response:

General comment

The scope and applicability of GL 83-11 Supplement 1 is discussed in Attachment 1 to
GL 83-11. An excerpt relevant to this discussion is as follows:

*This attachment presents a simplified approach for qualifying licensees to use
NRC-approved analysis methods. Typically, these methods are developed by
fuel vendors, utilities, national laboratories, or organizations such as the Electric
Power Research Institute, Incorporated (EPRI). To use these approved
methods, the licensee would Institute a program (e.g., training, procedures) that
follows the guidelines below and notify the NRC that it has done so.

The words 'code' and 'method' are used interchangeably within this document,
i.e., a computer program. In many cases, however, an approved method may
refer not only to a set of codes, an algorithm within a code, a means of analysis,
a measurement technique, a statistical technique, etc., but also to selected Input
parameters which were specified In the methodology to ensure conservative
results. In some cases, due to limitations or lack of appropriate data in the
model, the code or method may be limited to certain applications. In these
cases,- the NRC safety evaluation report (SER) specifies the applicability of the
methodology.-

Dominion is proposing to apply the existing methodology of VEP-FRD-42 to the analysis
of Frarnatome ANP fuel. Therefore GL 83-11, which involves code and methodology
changes, is not directly applicable. However, the principles outlined in Attachment 1 to
the GL have been followed In the development of Framatome ANP -specific models
(input changes) for use with existing, approved codes and methods. The process of
Framatome ANP specific model development will be discussed in that context.

Dominion has established and uses a formal GL 83-11 program. Dominion notified the
NRC of the establishment of this program in Reference 3.1. This program addresses all
of the elements of GL 83-11, Supplement 1, Attachment 1 identified below:

* Application Procedures
* Training and Qualification of Uoensee Personnel
* Comparison Calculations
* Quality Assurance and Change Control
* Error/Problem Reporting

Dominion's reload analysis methodology as set forth In VEP-FRD-42 has been developed
and qualified in accordance with these principles.- For example:
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Application Procedures

Specific analytical steps for performing a reload analysis are outlined in the Nuclear Core
Design (NCD) Manual and the Safety Analysis Manual (SAM). The NCD Manual is
structured such that the calculational process is transparent to fuel type. Specific NCD
code input varies according to fuel type as necessary (i.e., grid size differences, grid
material difference, etc.). Detailed techniques for determining model input are provided in
the NCD Manual and are supplemented by model setup calculations for previous fuel
types, and by evaluation of proposed fuel changes in an operational impact assessment.
The operational impact assessment is mandated by a departmental Implementing
Procedure, which requires evaluations of proposed core changes in light of SOER 96-02.

The Safety Analysis Manual provides detailed calculational instructions for providing
reload-specific thermal hydraulic evaluations as well as a chapter of guidance for the
performance of analyses of the specific accidents presented in Chapters 14 and 15 of the
Surry and North Anna UFSARs, respectively. Typically, accident reanalyses are not
performed for core reloads, in that the key analysis parameters are found to be bounded
by the assumptions in the accident analyses.

Quality Assurance/Chan-ie Control

Core Physics Models - The answer to Question 2 deals with the Framatome ANP
changes of importance to the core design models. The changes were identified and
evaluated in an operational impact assessment, and specific input changes were
determined for Framatome ANP Lead Test Assembly (LTA) modeling using the same
techniques used for other fuel types.

RETRAN Models - In preparation for application of the Dominion RETRAN model to
Framatome ANP fuel, specific card (record) overlays to the RETRAN input cards were
developed. These overlays were developed such that appending them to the end of the
current, Westinghouse fuel based model creates a Framatome ANP-specific RETRAN
model.

Specific changes modeled were discussed in detail in the Response to Question 2.

The Framatome ANP overlays were developed from the following data:

* Framatome ANP supplied fuel and clad properties data that are consistent with
those used in the approved Framatome ANP safety analysis models. Formal
documents developed under the Frarnatome QA program were developed to
transmit this data.

* Framatome ANP supplied dimensional data for the Framatome ANP fuel assemblies.
All dimensional data was transmitted via documentation that was formally prepared
and reviewed under Framatorne ANP's 10 CFR 50 Appendix B QA program.
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Comparison Calculations

Previously submitted topical reports for PDQ Two Zone Models, NOMAD, and
TIP/CECOR contain extensive -model benchmarldng information. In addition, the
accuracy of power distribution predictions for Framatome ANP LTA fuel has been
documented for three cycles of operation.

Dominion's RETRAN model has been benchmarked against the following items:

* Westinghouse analyses of record as published in the Surry and North Anna FSAR's
In the 1970's and 1980's - see Section 5.2 of VEP-FRD-41A.

* Plant transient data, including:
- Surry and North Anna pump coastdown tests - see Section 5.3 of VEP-FRD-41A
X North Anna Unit 1's cooldown and safety Injection transient September 25, 1979-

See Section 5.3.3 of VEP-FRD-41A.
* North Anna Unit 1's July 1987 Steam Generator Tube Rupture-see Section 3.2 of

Attachment 1 to Letter 93-505, Supplemental Information on the RETRAN NSSS
Model, August 10, 1993.

* Westinghouse LOFTRAN calculations for the following:
i Reactor trip with turbine trip
a Turbine trip without direct reactor trip
a Simultaneous loss of 3 reactor coolant pumps
a See VEPCO Letter No. 376A, August 24, 1984.

These benchmark calculations have been studied and understood and support the
conclusion that the Dominion RETRAN model provides a realistic representation of the
Surry and North Anna reactor plants. Conservative results are ensured when the
RETRAN model is used for licensing basis analyses through the use of appropriate
Input assumptions governing availability and performance of systems and components,
core reactivity coefficients, and uncertainties in Initial conditions.

Reference:

3.1 Virginia Power Letter to the NRC (Serial No. 00-087), dated March 15, 2000,
Qualifications for Performing Safety Analyses, Generic Letter 83-1 ,
Supplement 1.
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Question 4:

The Dominion Topical Report on Reload Methodology (VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2)
includes four computer codes or code modifications which have been implemented for
use under the provisions of 10 CFR 50.59:

* PDQ Two Zone - replaced PD0 Discrete Model and the FLAME Model (Transmitted
via Ref. 2 and 3 in VEP-FRD-42)

* NOMAD - was significantly modified (transmitted in Ref. 5 in VEP-FRD-42)
* TIP/CECOR - (Transmitted via Ref. 3 in VEP-FRD-42)
* RETRAN - code modifications (Transmitted via Ref. 7 in VEP-FRD-42)

References 2, 3 and 5 in VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2, and an additional letter not
referenced in this topical (dated March 1, 1993) requested NRC review and approval of
the associated topical reports for the first three codes listed. Dominion (VEPCO at the
time) also recognized that these would need NRC approval because North Anna and
Surry are COLR plants. For RETRAN, no review was requested, and the transmittal
letter was for NRC information only. As such,

a. Have those topical reports/codes and code modifications been reviewed and
approved for use by the NRC staff? If so, please provide a reference to the staff
SERs. If not, then codes and models will need to be reviewed and approved to
permit use in the COLR.

b. Have they been used by Dominion as part of the Reload Design Methodology? If
so, why is their use acceptable and not a violation of the requirements for
implementing a COLR? Generic Letter 88-16 requires that NRC approved
methodology be referenced in the COLR, and VEP-FRD-42, Revision 1 is
referenced in the COLR. VEP-FRD-42, Revision 1, and therefore the COLR does
not reflect what Dominion is currently using as part of its Reload Methodology.

c. Please submit Technical Specification changes to incorporate references to actual
methodology being used.

d. What procedures and controls do you use on the application of computer codes and
models for core design and safety analysis? In other words, how does the core
designer or safety analyst know he or she is using the right tools?

Response to 4a:

PD0 Two-Zone Model

The PD0 Two-Zone Model was transmitted via References 4.1 and 4.2:

Reference 4.1 requested approval of the 3-D coarse mesh PDQ model (the two-zone
model) by the end of the 1at Quarter, 1991 to support the use of axially zoned flux
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suppression inserts (FSI's) in Surry Unit 1 Cycle 12.

Reference 42 reiterated the need for the 3D capability, to support FSi's, although first
use had shifted to Cycle 13. We noted that to support the planned use of FSI's in Cycle
13 would require approval of the topical by the end of the 1st Quarter, 1993. Since the
NRC review schedule would not support this, we proposed implementation of the
methodology via 10 CFR 50.59 in advance of formal NRC approval of the reports. As
noted in Reference 4.2, telephone conversations were held with the Staff on October 7
and 14, 1992 to discuss the 10 CFR 50.59 approach. Although the NRC could not
concur with the specific application without formal review, the staff agreed with the use
of 10 CFR 50.59 evaluations where applicable. Reference 4.2 documented these
discussions. Dominion's request for formal review of the topicals was not withdrawn,
although these changes were implemented via 10 CFR 50 .59.

On March 1, 1993 Dominion submitted Topical Report VEP-NAP-1, Supplement 1,
entitled, *The PDQ Two-Zone Model," again for review and approval. The Supplement
describes a coarse -mesh 2-D model that Is closely related to and used in conjunction
with the 3-D model. We again stated our Intent to implement the code via 10 CFR
50.59 prior to NRC review and approval, but requested concurrent review of the VEP-
NAF-1 and Supplement 1.

The 10 CFR 50.59 approach to changing "elements of a methodology as defined in
NEI 96-07, Rev. 1 and endorsed by USNRC Regulatory Guide 1.187 is applicable In the
case of the PDQ Two-Zone models. We refer specifically to NEI 96-07 Section 4.3.8,
entitled, Does the Activity Result in a Departure from a Method of Evaluation Described
in the UFSAR Used in Establishing the Design Bases or in the Safety Analyses?"

The relevant discussion is as follows:

... The following changes are not considered departures from a method of evaluation
described in the UFSAR:

* Departures from -methods of evaluation that are not described, outlined or
summarized in the UFSAR (such changes may have been screened out as
discussed in Section 4.2.1.3).

* Use of a new NRC-approved methodology (e.g., new or upgraded computer code) to
reduce uncertainty, provide more precise results or other reason, provided such use
is (a) based on sound engineering practice, (b) appropriate for the intended
application and (c) within the limitations of the applicable SER. The basis for this
determination should be documented in the licensee evaluation.

* Use of a methodology revision that is documented as providing -results that are
essentially the same as, or more conservative than, either the previous revision of
the same methodology or another methodology previously accepted by NRC
through issuance of an SERO.
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Subsection 4.3.8.1 of NEI 96-07 provides guidance for making changes to one or more
elements of an existing method of evaluation used to establish the design bases or in
the safety analyses. Specifically,

"4.3.8.1 Guidance for Changing One or More Elements of a Method of Evaluation

The definition of 'departure ... ' provides licensees with the flexibility to make
changes under 10 CFR 50.59 to methods of evaluation whose results are
'conservative' or that are not important with respect to the demonstrations of
performance that the analyses provide. Changes to elements of analysis
methods that yield conservative results, or results that are essentially the same,
would not be departures from approved methods.

Conservative vs. Nonconservative Results

Gaining margin by changing one or more elements of a method of evaluation is
considered to be a nonconservative change and thus a departure from a method
of evaluation for purposes of 10 CFR 50.59. Such departures require prior NRC
approval of the revised method. Analytical results obtained by changing any
element of a method are 'conservative' relative to the previous results, if they are
closer to design bases limits or safety analyses limits (e.g., applicable
acceptance guidelines). For example, a change from 45 psig to 48 psig in the
result of a containment peak pressure analysis (with design basis limit of 50 psig)
using a revised method of evaluation would be considered a conservative
change when applying this criterion. In other words, the revised method is more
conservative if it predicts more severe conditions given the same set of inputs.
This is because results closer to limiting values are considered conservative in
the sense that the new analysis result provides less margin to applicable limits
for making potential physical or procedure changes without a license
amendment.

In contrast, if the use of a modified method of evaluation resulted in a change in
calculated containment peak pressure from 45 psig to 40 psig, this would be a
nonconservative change. That is because the change would result in more
margin being available (to the design basis limit of 50 psig) for the licensee to
make more significant changes to the physical facility or procedures.

Essentially the Same

Licensees may change one or more elements of a method of evaluation such
that results move in the nonconservative direction without prior NRC approval,
provided the revised result is 'essentially the same' as the previous result.
Results are 'essentially the same' if they are within the margin of error for the
type of analysis being performed. Variation in results due to routine analysis
sensitivities or calculational differences (e.g., rounding errors and use of different
computational platforms) would typically be within the analysis margin of error
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and; thus, considered 'essentially the same. For example, when a method is
applied using a different computational platform (mainframe vs. workstation),
results of cases run on the two platforms differed by less than 1%, which is the
margin of error for this type of calculation. Thus, the results are essentially the
same, and do not constitute a departure from a method that requires prior NRC
approval.

The determination of whether a new analysis result would be considered
'essentially the same' as the previous result can be made through benchmarking
the revised method to the existing one, or may be apparent from the nature of the
differences between the methods. When benchmarking a revised method to
determine how it compares to the previous one, the analyses that are done must
be for the same set of plant conditions to ensure that the results are comparable.
Comparison of analysis methods should consider both the peak values and time
behavior of results, and engineering judgment should be applied in determining
whether two methods yield results that are essentially the same."

In the case of the PDQ Two-Zone models, the governing topical report documents
extensve comparisons of these models to measured data and demonstrates that the
Nuclear Reliability Factors (NRFs) documented In Topical Report VEP-FRD-45-A,
ONuclear Design Reliability Factorse remain bounding. Therefore, from a reload analysis
perspective, the results with these new tools (elements of the VEP-FRD-42
methodology) are "essentially the same and Implementation via 10 CFR 50.59 is
permissible.

NOMAD

Dominion uses the NOMAD 1-D core physics code to perform both reload design
analyses and core operation evaluations. Use of this code and its associated model
was approved by the NRC on March 4, 1985, with Its Issuance of Acceptance for
Referencing of Licensing Topical Report VEP-NFE-1-A, 'The VEPCO NOMAD Code
and Model." As stated in VEP-NFE-1-A, verification of and- Improvements to the
NOMAD code and model would continue to be made as more experience was gained In
the application of the model to the units at the Sury and North Anna Power Stations.
The primary reload safety analysis use of NOMAD is as one of the analytical tools
(elements) of the Relaxed Power Distribution Control and Constant Axial Offset Control
Methodologies. Use of NOMAD within the framework of those methodologies was not
altered by the model update.

Letter 96-319 (Reference 4.4) documented the NOMAD code and model update. These
changes were necessitated by the transition to 3-D PDQ (see discussion above). The
NOMAD flux solution and axial nodalization were not altered. The updated NOMAD
model was qualified against plant data and Its fidelity to the data was found to be as
good as or better than that of the original code and model. The Nuclear Reliability
Factors currently applied in reload analyses were shown to remain appropriate and
reload results obtained with the updated model are essentially the same as those
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obtained with the previous version. As such, the code and model updates do not
constitute a change in the approved methodology of VEP-FRD-42 or the Code as
described in VEP-NFE-1-A (see the discussion of NEI 96-07, Section 4.3.8, above).

TIPlCECOR

The CECOR code was reviewed and approved generically by the NRC and is
documented in CENDP-153-P, Rev. 1-P-A. TIP-CECOR uses the same solution
algorithm as CECOR, but is adapted to accept input from movable incore detectors as
opposed to fixed detectors. Comparisons with experiments and development of
uncertainties for TIP-CECOR are consistent with the CECOR topical report and with
VEP-FRD-45-A, the Nuclear Design Reliability Factor topical report.

Additionally, comparisons between TIP/CECOR predictions and those from the
previously approved INCORE code revealed that the two codes produce essentially the
same results. Therefore, the adoption of TIP/CECOR as a replacement for INCORE
represented a change to an element of the reload methodology that can be
implemented via 10 CFR 50.59 under the guidance of NEI 96;07. Additionally,
qualification of TIP/CECOR for Dominion use met the intent of the programmatic
elements of Generic Letter 83-11, Supplement 1, Attachment 1.

RETRAN

Dominion's reload methodology incorporates the RETRAN-02 code. RETRAN-02 was
generically approved by the NRC in a letter from C. 0. Thomas (NRC) to T. W. Schnatz
(UGRA), Acceptance for Referencing of Licensing Topical Reports EPRI CCM-5,
"RETRAN-A Program for One Dimensional Transient Thermal Hydraulic Analysis of
Complex Fluid Flow Systems," and EPRI NP-1850-CCM, "RETRAN-02-A Program for
Transient Thermal-Hydraulic Analysis of Complex Fluid Flow Systems," September 4,
1984.

Dominion's RETRAN models and capability were approved by the NRC in a letter from
C. 0. Thomas (NRC) to W. L. Stewart, Acceptance for Referencing of Licensing Topical
Report VEP-FRD-41, Virginia Power Reactor System Transient Analyses Using the
RETRAN Computer Code," April 11, 1985.

The RETRAN Topical SER recognized that model maintenance activities would be
performed under the control of the utility 10 CFR 50 Appendix B QA program. The
VEP-FRD-41 SER emphasized that the NRC viewed the primary objective of the report
was to demonstrate Dominion's general capability for performing non-LOCA accident
analyses:

*The VEPCO topical report VEP-FRD-41, 'Reactor System Transient Analysis Using
the RETRAN Computer Code,' was submitted to demonstrate the capability which
VEPCO has developed for performing transient analysis using the RETRAN 01IMOD03
computer code."
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* The staff has reviewed the... VEPCO model descriptions and finds them acceptable
for demonstrating understanding of the RETRAN code.'

* Based on the VEPCO RETRAN model and the qualification comparisons-..., the staff
concludes that VEPCO has demonstrated their capability to analyze non-LOCA
initiated transients and accidents using the RETRAN computer code.'

Dominion has demonstrated that use of our models with RETRAN-02 versus
RETRANOI Is an equivalent methodology. In a letter (Serial No. 85-753) dated
November 19, 1985, Dominion showed that results with RETRAN-02 versus RETRAN-
01 were essentially identical except for nonequilibrium pressurizer pressure behavior,
where significant Improvements were made in the RETRAN-02 solution -scheme. This
letter requested approval to use RETRAN-02 by February 1986 to support upcoming
licensing applications; however, no formal NRC Staff review has been performed to
date.

The VEP-FRD-41 SER further stated:

SThe staff requires that all future modifications of VEPCO RETRAN model and the
error reporting and change control models should be placed under full quality
assurance procedures."

Dominion followed these requirements in updating our RETRAN models. Updated
models and the qualification results were documented consistent with our -10 CFR 50
Appendix B, QA program and provided to the NRC for information in letter (Serial No.
93-505) dated August 10, 1993.

It should be noted that the new model results were very similar to those obtained with
the old models. No margins in key analysis results were gained. The new models have
improved, more mechanistic Doppler reactivity feedback models and more detailed
main steam system modeling. This resulted In some changes which were documented
and well understood (see Letter 93-505).

While this model upgrade was not a code change, the qualification, documentation and
implementation of these new models was done In a manner that meet the programmatic
elements of Generic Letter 83-11, Supplement 1.

RETRAN models are code Input, and represent an element of Dominion's RETRAN
methodology as discussed in NEI 96-07. Because the results obtained with the new
models met the *essentially the same" test, we believe that these model upgrades do
not represent a change to a method of analysis as defined in 10 CFR 50.59 (c)(2)(viii).

Therefore, VEP-FRD-41A remains the applicable reference for Dominion's approved
RETRAN capability.
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Response to 4b:

Dominion has used these codes as part of its reload design methodology. However,
with respect to the COLR, Dominion notes that the codes above are not listed in the
COLR methods reference list in the Technical Specifications, because they do not
represent analytical methods that determine core-operating limits. Dominion considers
this treatment to be consistent with the guidance in Generic Letter 88-16, which
discusses "methodology for determining cycle-specific parameter limits." PDQ and
NOMAD represent tools that predict core performance and core parameter values,
which are then compared to core operating limits. Similarly, TIP/CECOR processes
core surveillance data to confirm that core parameters are behaving as predicted by
PDQ and NOMAD and that the operating limits are continuously met. RETRAN
provides transient system thermal hydraulic responses that are used in conjunction with
the COBRA and LYNXT codes to perform transient DNB calculations for Chapter 15
accidents. The Nuclear Enthalpy Rise Hot Channel Factor (FAH) limit in the COLR is
established using COBRA and LYNXT in conjunction with the Reactor Core Safety
Limits, and not by RETRAN. Similarly the total peaking factor limit (FQ) in the COLR is
established by the referenced, approved LOCA methodology, not by the neutronics
codes.

Although VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 1 was not formally revised to reflect changes to these
codes and models, it was updated via supplements sent with references 4.3 and 4.4. In
neither case was there any NRC request or directive given to revise the topical to
incorporate these changes. In particular, Reference 4.3 summarizes several changes
relevant to VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 1-A and states:

"These changes have effectively superseded portions of VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 1-A.
Supplement 1 to VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 1-A (enclosed) consolidates and
summarizes these changes for your information."

Dominion therefore, considers that these supplements are part of VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 1
and that VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 1 continues to represent Dominion's reload methodology
for Westinghouse fuel. It is not Dominion's intention to change our reload methodology
as outlined in VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 2 under the provisions of 1 0 CFR 50.59. However,
there are analytical tools, which form elements of the methodology, which can be
changed under the provisions of 10 CFR 50.59(c)(2)(viii) as discussed in NEI 96-07
Section 4.3.8.

It is Dominion's intent to apply this guidance of NEI 96-07, Rev. 1, as endorsed by
Regulatory Guide 1.187, in determining the applicability of 10 CFR 50.59 to proposed
changes to analytical tools which support our reload methodology. The qualification
and benchmarking of new elements of the methodology for making this determination
will be performed and documented in accordance with the provisions of our quality
assurance program.
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Response 4c:

The code/model updates discussed in the response to 4a and 4b, above, have been
incorporated into VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 2 by referencing the appropriate documentation.
Since VEP-FRD-42 is currently referenced in the Technical Specifications no additional
changes are necessary.

Response 4d:

A. Production Codes

Core designers and safety analysts have access to a controlled Production Code List.

The Production Code List includes the code version, the effective date, a reference to
the applicable code file (which contains the software development, qualification and
release documentation), the Code Manager and applicable references documenting the
qualification and Implementation of the code. This documentation is prepared and peer
reviewed in accordance with applicable quality assurance procedures. (The Code
Manager is an individual designated by the Department Manager to ensure the required
code documentation is completed for new codes and changes to existing codes).

Engineers refer to the List when referencing the name and version of a computer code
used to perform design calculations. This procedure ensures that any computer code
referenced In a Calculation is available for production work and that the appropriate
version of the code is used. -

The code version and release date Is printed on the output header of all computer
calculations. Computer code versions are required to be included as formal references
in the engineering calculations which document production applications (e.g., reload
calculations).

Dominion software control procedures require that qualified code users be notified when
modifications to a code are made.

B. Models

A procedure governs the development and control of Nuclear Analysis and Fuel models.
A model is defined as a standardized, controlled set of plant specific input to a computer
code. The physical model consists of one or more electronic input files. Models are
treated as controlled documents. - -

Production model Input files are write-protected with only authorized personnel given
change authority, or monitored in such a way that the Model Manager can determine
whether the files have been modified. Model users are responsible for ensuring that the
appropriate model is used correctly In an analysis.
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Recent changes to applicable production codes and models are discussed as part of
the reload design initialization process (see VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 2 Section 3.2.1).

References:

4.1 Letter from W. L. Stewart (Virginia Electric and Power Company) to U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Virginia Electric and Power Company, Surry Power
Station Units 1 & 2, North Anna Power Station Units 1 and 2 Topical Report-PDQ
Two Zone Model," Serial No. 90-562, October 1, 1990.

4.2 Letter from W. L. Stewart (Virginia Electric and Power Company) to U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, "Virginia Electric and Power Company, Surry Power
Station Units 1 & 2, North Anna Power Station Units 1 and 2 Topical Report Use
Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.59," Serial No. 92-713, November 25, 1992.

4.3 Letter from M. L. Bowling (Virginia Electric and Power Company) to U. S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, "Virginia Electric and Power Company, Surry Power
Station Units 1 & 2, North Anna Power Station Units 1 and 2, Supplement 1 to VEP-
FRD-42 Revision 1-A, Reload Nuclear Design Methodology Modifications," Serial
No. 93-723, December 3, 1993.

4.4 Letter from S. P. Sarver (Virginia Electric and Power Company) to U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, 'Virginia Electric and Power Company, North Anna Power
Station Units 1 & 2, Surry Power Station Units I and 2, Supplemental Information
for the NOMAD Code and Model, Reload Nuclear Design Methodology, and
Relaxed Power Distribution Control Methodology Topical Reports," Serial No. 96-
319, November 13,1996.

Question 5:

VEP-FRD-42, Revision 1 included the code or model used to calculate each of the Key
Analysis Parameters within the sections of the report, which discussed each parameter.
This is not done in Revision 2. Please provide a listing of the code or model used to
calculate each Key Analysis Parameter used in the reload analysis methodology. Does
the use of Framatome ANP fuel introduce any new Key Analysis Parameters?

Response:

The models currently used to calculate each parameter are provided below, in terms of
the key parameter list from Table 2 of VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2. It was determined that
the Framatome ANP fuel required the addition of one key parameter (item 28 below).
This parameter, maximum linear heat generation rate versus bumup, is used in the
NRC-approved Framatome ANP methodology for cladding stress evaluations. The
code or model currently used to calculate each parameter is listed in the following table.
The name PDQ refers to the PD0 two-zone 3D model.
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KEY ANALYSIS PARAMETER CODE OR MODEL

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Core Thermal Umits (F)
Moderator Temperature (Density) Coefficient (NS)
Doppler Temperature Coefficient (NS) X
Doppler Power Coefficient (NS)
Delayed Neutron Fraction (NS)

6) Prompt Neutron Lifetime (NS)
7) Boron Worth (NS)
8) Control Bank Worth (NS)
9) Rod Worth Available for Withdrawal (S)
10) Ejected Rod Worth (S)

11) Shutdown Margin (NS)
12) Boron Concentration for Required Shutdown Margin (NS)
13) Reactivity Insertion Rate due to Rod Withdrawal (S)
14) Trip Reactivity Shape and Magnitude (NS)
15) Power Peaking Factors (S)

16) Maximum F 0* P (S)
17) Radial Peaking Factor (S)
18) Ejected Rod Hot Channel Factor (S)
19) Initial Fuel Temperature (F)
20) Initial Hot Spot Fuel Temperature (F)

COB RALYNXT
PDQ
PDQ
PDQ
PDO

NULIF .
PDQ
PDQ/NOMAD
PDQINOMAD
PDQINOMAD

PDQINOMAD
PDQ
PDQINOMAD
PDQ/NOMAD
PDQ/NOMAD

PDQINOMAD
PDQ
PDQ/NOMAD
PAD /TACO3
PAD )TACO3

21)
22)
23)
24)
25)

Fuel Power Census (NS)
Densifcation Power-Spike (F)
Axial Fuel Rod Shrinkage (F)
Fuel Rod Internal Gas Pressure (F)
Fuel Stored Energy (F)

PDQINOMAD
PAD ITACO3
PAD /TACO3
PAD ITACO3
PAD 1TACO3

26) Decay Heat (F)

27) Maximum Urnear Heat Generation Rate (LHGR) (S)
28) Maximum LHGR Vs. Bumup (F) -

ANSI ANS-1979
ANSI ANS-1971
PDQ1NOMAD
PDOJNOMAD

Parameter Designation
S: Specific
NS: Non-specific
F: Fuel Performance and Thermal-Hydraulics Related
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Question 6:

Regarding Section 2.2.2.1 - Reactivity Coefficients and Defects:

a. Revision 1 discussed a set of four calculations performed to determine temperature
and power coefficients at HZP, and an additional four cases to determine the
coefficients at power. The Revision 2 methodology includes two cases at *5 0F or
±100F about the nominal temperature for the temperature coefficients, and two
cases at ±5% or ±10% about the nominal power for the power coefficients. Please
provide the technical basis supporting this change in methodology.

b. The cases at ±10 0F or ±10% were not included in Revision 1 methodology. Please
provide the technical basis for these cases.

c. Please discuss the procedures or processes by which the Dominion analyst
determines whether to use ±5 or ±10.

Response:

Parts a and b:

Two cases are used for each coefficient. Four cases are still required to determine all
three coefficients (ITC, DTC, and MTC). The discussion of HZP coefficients simply
reflects the calculation of individual coefficients because all three coefficients are not
required at all conditions.

The choice of ±50F or ±10 0F does not have a significant effect on most coefficients
(particularly the DTC) because they behave nearly linearly versus temperature over this
small a temperature range. Mathematically, as long as the defect is no more complex
than a quadratic function of temperature, there is no effect at all in the choice of
temperature difference, provided that a centered difference is used. In general, ±50F is
used for all but the DTC. The DTC is always small in magnitude and, therefore, is more
susceptible to K-effective convergence tolerance. A range of ±1 00F reduces the
influence of convergence tolerance. The defining methodology features in the
calculation of coefficients are:

1) changing only the variable(s) of interest (fuel temperature, moderator temperature
or both, or core power), and

2) the use of a centered difference about the desired point over a range large enough
to get a significant change but small enough that the answer still represents the
derivative.

As indicated, valid technical reasons may arise which lead to a change in the exact
choice of temperature difference or the specific input used to calculate a coefficient.
The above discussion also applies to the at-power ITC, DTC, and MTC cases. As in the
case of the temperature coefficients, the use of ±1 0%/o power for power coefficients does
not represent a significant change due to the nearly linear nature of the power
coefficients versus power. The primary reason for using ±10% is to minimize 3D-model
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THF convergence tolerance on the coefficients. We do not view these specific input
changes as changes to the reload methodology. -

Part c:

The analyst uses standard techniques described in the core design procedures. These
techniques, including the choice of temperature or power change -are not changed
unless a valid new technical reason arises. A -change to the standard technique
requires peer review and management approval.

Question 7:

Section 2.3 - Analytical Model and Method Approval Process was added in Revision 2
and discusses the acceptable means by which either analytical models or methods can
achieve approved status for use in reload methodology. The first method listed allows
reload methodology changes to be implemented in accordance with the provisions of 10
CFR 50.59. The NRC staff does not accept this option as a means to change reload
methodology. Implementation under 10 CFR 50.59 would require that new or different
methods have already been reviewed and approved by the NRC for the intended
application.

Response:

Dominion did not and does not change the reload methodology as outlined in
VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 2 under the provisions of 10 CFR 50.59. However, there are
analytical tools, which form elements of the methodology, which can be and have been
changed under the provisions of 10 CFR 50.59(c)(2)(viii) as discussed In NEI 96-07,
Section 4.3.8 (see our response to Question 4, above for further discussion).

The qualification and -benchmarking of new or revised inputs or elements of the
methodology are performed and documented In accordance with the provisions of our
quality assurance program. Dominion then applies the guidance of NEI 9s-07, Rev. 1,
as endorsed by Regulatory Guide 1.187, in determining the applicability of 10 CFR
50.59 to the proposed changes.

This practice is analogous to that used for previous model updates prior to the Issuance
of NEI 96-07. For example, application of the 50.59 process to the PDQ model changes
(and later the NOMAD and TIP/CECOR changes) was focused on -the key issues of
whether the change created an unreviewed safety question (USC), maintaining the
"margin of safety,3 and whether the change involved a change to a Technical
Specification. The SER for prior model approvals were reviewed to ascertain the NRC
basis for previous approval. In particular, the PDQ Two Zone model was found to be an
equivalent replacement of the previous models used for the same purposes Inside the
existing reload methodology framework and hence the change was determined not to
be a USO. The validation process was at least as broad as for the earlier models, with
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far more available data. Although the data supported reductions in some uncertainty
factors, the existing uncertainty factors were maintained (no reduction in margin of
safety). The process used is functionally equivalent to changing elements of the method
under the current 50.59 process. This was an internal review process using the same
criteria as the original review as described in associated NRC SERs and using
appropriate screening techniques under 50.59. Finally, since PDQ was not directly
referenced in the COLR, implementation of the model upgrades did not require a
change to the Technical Specifications. As discussed in the response to Question 4b,
PDQ is not listed among the analytical methods supporting the COLR in Technical
Specifications since it is not used to determine values for core operating limits.

The process for qualifying the new RETRAN models was analogous. The qualification
tests performed included comparisons between the new and old models as well as to
plant transient data. The qualification supported the conclusion that the new models
were an equivalent replacement of the transient analysis element of Dominion's reload
methodology.

Question 8:

Regarding Section 3.3.2 - Safety Analysis Philosophy, please discuss the procedural or
process type of guidance available to the Dominion analyst for determining whether to
evaluate or reanalyze a particular transient. This would be important if a key reload
parameter value exceeds the current limit in the reference safety analysis, or if the
parameter impact is difficult to quantify.

Response:

Quantitative evaluation of a small departure from a parameter limit of parameter limits
may be made in one of several ways. First, if the interplay between the various key
safety parameters in determining accident response is well defined, margin in one
parameter may be used to offset a small departure in another parameter. A second
method of quantitative evaluation involves using tradeoffs of known sensitivities. This
process is best defined by presenting some examples:

* Studies performed by Dominion and others have shown that a key parameter in
determining the severity of the core power response to a rod ejection event is the
ejected rod worth in units of dollars (delta k/k ejected rod worthtdelayed neutron
fraction). For the case of a cycle-specific departure from the minimum delayed
neutron fraction, the safety analyst can take advantage of available cycle-specific
margin in ejected rod worth by showing that the ejected worth in dollars is less than
the worth assumed in the safety analysis.

* For some reload cycles where small departures (a few percent) from an accident
specific limit occur, these studies can be used to show that margin in another key
parameter that influences the same accident offsets the departure. For example, the
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end of cycle (EOC) least negative moderator temperature coefficient is a key safety
parameter for the rod ejection accident, although its Influence is relatively weak. For
one recent cycle, a small departure from the limit for this parameter was shown to be
offset by large margins in the calculated ejected rod worth, which strongly influences
the accident analysis results. These sensitivities are documented in VEP-NFE-2-A.

The general philosophy followed In performing an- accident evaluation as opposed to a
reanalysis is that the analyst must be able to clearly demonstrate that the results of an
analysis performed with cycle-specific input would be less severe than the results of the
reference analysis. In other words, in performing the evaluation, no credit is taken for
margin between the reference analysis results-and the design basis criteria, even
though this margin may be substantial. In some cases the analyst and/or reviewer may
determine that a cycle specific transient analysis should be performed to verify that the
reference analysis remains bounding. No specific quantitative criteria have been
established for making this determination, but every instance In which an evaluation (as
opposed to a reanalysis) of a key parameter departure is -performed must be
documented. In the documentation the analyst presents the exact numerical values
pertaining to the departure from a limit and a detailed discussion of the reasoning and
approach used in reaching a conclusion regarding the parameter in question. This
documentation Is subject to peer review and approval. The results of these cycle
specific evaluations are summarized In the Reload Safety Evaluation (RSE) report.

Question 9:

In Section 3.3.2 - Safety Analysis Philosophy, it is stated that, -The methods that will be
employed by Dominion to determine these key parameters will be consistent with the
methods documented In References 9, 12, and -14" [of VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2].
References 12 and 14 -are Westinghouse WCAP methodologies for reload safety
evaluations, and power distnbution control and load following procedures. Please
discuss the evaluations performed to verify that these methodologies are also
applicable for Framatome ANP fuel.

Response:

This section of VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2 defines 3 types of key parameters used to
characterize the behavior of reload cores to various postulated accidents. The detailed
calculation of specific key parameter values for a reload core Is performed using the
applicable core design or fuel design tools, dependent upon the parameter involved.
The reload safety analysis framework involves evaluating the key parameter values
determined for each reload to verify that margin exists between the reload value and the
limiting value assumed in the reference safety analysis. This bounding value approach
requires the existence of certain predefined relationships that identify the relevant key
parameters for a given postulated accident, and their sensitivities (i.e., direction of most
limiting effect).
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References 9 and 14 of VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2 describe the detailed methodology for
defining achievable core power distributions and associated operating limits for two
different control schemes employed in Dominion analyses. Reference 9 defines the
Dominion-developed Relaxed Power Distribution Control (RPDC) methodology and
Reference 14 defines the Westinghouse-developed Constant Axial Offset Control
(CAOC) methodology. Each of these methodologies involves the simulation, using
detailed nuclear core design codes and models, of a defined number of perturbed core
states and the corresponding power distributions. Each of these methodologies is used
to determine the limits of normal core operation that will ensure that localized core
power distributions remain within the values assumed as Initial conditions in the
accident analyses. Both methodologies are dependent upon defining proper design
input details that characterize the core neutronic behavior. The required design input
items involve detailed inputs such as nuclear cross-sections, geometry (fuel pellet, fuel
rod and fuel assembly) and enrichment and reactor system inputs such as power,
temperature and flowrate. There are several features of the Framatome ANP fuel that
differ from the existing fuel design, including: theoretical density, use of Mid-Span
Mixing Grids and use of alloy M5. The evaluation of these changes has concluded that
each represents alteration of a detailed design input, but not a change that affects the
reload methodology. Each of these features of the Advanced Mark-BW fuel was
reviewed and found to be within the existing capability and range of applicability of the
nuclear core design and safety analysis tools. It was thus concluded that the existing
methodologies documented in References 9 and 14 could be used for analysis of the
Advanced Mark-BW fuel with its slightly different features.

Reference 12 of VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2 documents the Westinghouse-developed
reload evaluation methodology that supports the generic basis for the Dominion reload
methodology. The Westinghouse methodology defines specific key parameters for use
in accident analyses and their limiting directions for consideration in reload evaluations.
Reference 12 is referenced in this sense, in that it defines part of the overall framework
that constitutes the Dominion methodology. The changes associated with an alternate
fuel design may be of two types: 1) changes that reflect physical fuel design features
and 2) changes that reflect licensed analysis approaches or requirements. The
Advanced Mark-BW fuel design was assessed for both types of change with respect to
applicability of the Reference 12 methodology. It was concluded that none of the
physical design features invalidate the key parameter definitions or usage as cited in
Reference 12 and VEP-FRD-42, Revision 1. The review associated with potential
licensed analysis approaches determined that the Framatome ANP fuel required an
additional key parameter, which is reflected in Table 2 of VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2. This
parameter, maximum linear heat generation rate versus bumup, is used in the NRC-
approved Framatome ANP methodology for cladding stress evaluations. This
parameter can be calculated with existing nuclear design codes. This review has
demonstrated that the citation of Reference 12 as used within the reload methodology
of VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2 is valid for reload evaluation of the Framatome ANP fuel.
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Question 10:

Please identify and provide a reference for the fuel lattice physics code used to
calculate the prompt neutron lifetime key analysis parameter (Section 3.3.3.6). Include a
reference to the NRC staff SER approving -this code. Please verify and provide the
technical basis for the application of this code to expected fuel designs.

Response:

The lattice code referred to in Section 3.3.3.5 is NULIF, which Is the same code used in
VEP-FRD-42, Rev. 1. NULIF was originally reviewed as part of VEP-FRD-19A (Ref.
10.1) and the prompt neutron lifetime reliability factor was approved in VEP-FRD-45A
(Ref. 102). NULIF is a pin cell neutron spectrum / isotopic depletion code.- The input to
NULIF (i.e., fuel density, fuel enrichment, dad material, fuel pin geometry, soluble boron
concentration, depletion power, depletion interval, etc.) for Frarmatome ANP fuel is not
significantly different than for Westinghouse fuel. -NULIF Is used for both Surry (1 5x1 5
lattice) and North Anna (17x17 lattice), and the differences between 15x15 and 17x17
fuel are more significant than the differences between -Frarnatome ANP and
Westinghouse fuel.

Reference:

-0 '10.1 M. L Smith, The PDQO07 Discrete Model," VEP-FRD-19A (July 1981).

10.2 Letter from United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission to Mr. W. N. Thomas,
- Virginia Electric and Power Company, Acceptance for Referencing of Topical

Report VEP-FRD-45 'Nuclear Design Reliability Factors,'" August 5, 1982.

Question 11:

The dropped ROCA(s) event (dropped rod or dropped bank) is evaluated using the
methodology described In Westinghouse WCAP-1 1394-P-A (Reference 15 of this
topical report). Please discuss the evaluation performed to verify that this methodology
Is also applicable for Framatome ANP fuel.

Response:

The dropped rod methodology of WCAP-1 1394 requires that three analyses be
performed in order to perform an evaluation of the dropped rod event. These analyses,
referred to as transient, nuclear, and thermal-hydraulic analyses, provide (1) the
statepoints (reactor power, temperature, and pressure), (2) the radial power peaking
factor, and (3) the DNB analysis at the conditions determined by Items 1 and 2,
respectively. These analyses are performed using a parametric approach so that cycle
specific conditions may be evaluated using the data generated in the three analyses
mentioned above.
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Westinghouse, in WCAP-12282 (Reference 11.1), provided generic guidelines that
established a common approach for implementation of the revised dropped rod
methodology. WCAP-12282 indicated that the core physics correlations and transient
statepoints generated for the methodology described in WCAP-11394 apply to all
Westinghouse plants with 12 or 14 foot cores. However, due to the plant specific nature
of the core physics characteristics and the thermal-hydraulic dropped rod limit lines, a
generic safety analysis which bounds all plants is not feasible. Therefore, for every fuel
cycle, plant specific data are combined with the appropriate set of correlations and
statepoints to verify that the DNB design basis is met for the dropped rod event. The
transient statepoints have been generated to be independent of reload considerations.
The thermal-hydraulic limit lines are determined on a plant specific basis using currently
licensed thermal-hydraulic models. The core physics data required for the analysis are
generated during the normal course of the reload design.

The NRC, in Question No. 7 of the request for additional information for WCAP-1 1394,
queried whether the plant/cycle specific calculations are really performed for the items
mentioned, or have bounding values been used. The response in WCAP-1 1394-P-A
states that ... the statepoints and R factors are not required to be calculated on a plant
or cycle specific basis. Figures tV-1 through IV-8 show the generic applicability of the
models used for various fuel types and cycle designs. However, the statepoints andcor
R factors would be reassessed for new plants or fuel designs."

As described in WCAP-1 1394, the transient analysis consists of generating statepoint
information (reactor power, temperature, and pressure) for a large number of dropped
rod transient events. These statepoints cover a range of reactivity insertion
mechanisms for use in the nuclear analysis: the worth of the dropped rod, the
moderator temperature coefficient, and the total rod worth available in the control bank
which is withdrawn by the Rod Control System when it attempts to restore power to the
nominal value. Statepoint data for a large number of transient events, generated by
Westinghouse, were used in application of this methodology to North Anna and Surry
Power Stations. The statepoint data are influenced by NSSS and protection system
features, and were generated to accommodate a wide range of potential core physics
conditions. The validity of the statepoint data is, thus, not affected by the transition to
Framatome ANP fuel.

The dropped rod methodology employs a bounding empirical correlation between
dropped rod worth, FAH, and MTC to relate the power change associated with a
dropped rod (or rods) to the increase in peaking factor caused by the dropped rod. In
order for this correlation to become non-conservative, either the peaking factor change
associated with a dropped rod of a particular worth must increase or the power change
associated with the dropped rod reactivity insertion must decrease. As indicated in the
response to Question 2, the core physics characteristics of the Framatome ANP fuel are
nearly identical to the Westinghouse fuel it will replace. There is no change in loading
pattern strategy associated with Framatome ANP fuel that would cause a change in the
range of dropped rod worth or in the relationship between dropped rod worth and
peaking factor increase. Reload cores, therefore, will not respond in a fundamentally
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different way to the dropped rod event due to the use of Framatome ANP fuel.

The final portion of the dropped rod methodology is the DNB analysis at the conditions
determined from the statepoints (reactor power, temperature, and pressure) and the
radial power peaking factor. For the DNB analysis, the methodology employs dropped
rod limit lines that are representations of the core conditions (inlet temperature,
pressure, core power level, and FAH) for which the DNBR is equal to the DNBR design
limit. The dropped rod limit lines for the resident Westinghouse fuel were shown to be
applicable for both fuel types.

Therefore, the methodology described In Westinghouse WCAP-1 1394-P-A Is applicable
for Framatome ANP fuel.

Reference:

11.1 R. L Haessler, Implementation Guidelines for WCAP-1 1394 (Methodology for the
Analysis of the Dropped Rod Event)," WCAP-12282, June 1989

Question 12:

Section 3.5 - Nuclear Design Report, Operator Curves, and Core Follow Data included
the following changes to the list of design report reload parameters:

a. Iodine has replaced Samarium worth, and
b. K-effective at refueling conditions as a function of temperature and rod

configuration has been removed from the list.

Please provide the technical basis for these changes.

Response:

Part a:

Iodine has not replaced samarium. Iodine has been added to the xenon information.
Samarium has been replaced by Reactivity due to isotopic decay," which Includes the
contribution of samarium as well as less significant nuclides which build up or decay
after shutdown on a time scale similar to samarium.

Part b:

The K-effective for refueling data is now transmitted to the power station prior to
Issuance of the design report This was an administrative change to support outage
planning and not a change in methodology.
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Attachment

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATiON
DOMINION'S RELOAD NUCLEAR DESIGN METHODOLOGY TOPICAL REPORT

VEP-FRD-42, Revision 2

North Anna Power Station Units I and 2
Surry Power Station Units I and 2

Virginia Electric and Power Company
(Dominion)



Background

In a letter dated October 8, 2001 (Serial No. 01-628) Virginia Electric and Power
Company (Dominion) submitted Revision 2 of VEP-FRD-42, 'Reload Nuclear Design
Methodology Topical Report," for NRC review and approval. During review of the
topical report, the NRC staff identified additional information that is needed to complete
their review. The additional information was requested in a letter from the NRC dated
October 25, 2002. The requested information is delineated below.

NRC Request for Additional Information:

WVEPCO is requested to confirm that the submittals listed below are the latest revisions
for these codes that have not received NRC staff approval.

1. PDQ - The staff will review Topical Report VEP-NAF-1, July, 1990, submitted in a
letter from VEPCO to NRC dated October 1, 1990.

2. NOMAD - The staff will review Topical Report VEP-NFE-1A, Supplement 1,
September 1996, submitted in a letter from VEPCO to NRC dated November 11,
1996.

3. TIP/CECOR - The staff will review Topical Report VEP-NAF-2, November 1991,
submitted in a letter from VEPCO to NRC dated December 20, 1991.

4. RETRAN - The staff will review the information submitted in a letter from VEPCO to
NRC dated August 10, 1993. The information provided in this submittal was only
applicable for North Anna, Units I and 2."

Dominion Response:

PDQ and NOMAD Codes & Models

For PDQ, the report submitted by letter Serial No. 90-562, dated October 1, 1990 is the
latest revision that has not received NRC staff approval. Likewise, the NOMAD report
submitted by letter Serial No. 96-319, dated November 13, 1996 (versus November 11,
1996 stated above) is the latest revision that has not received NRC staff approval. For
both PDQ and NOMAD, the referenced reports are accurate representations of current
codes and models with regard to methodology. That is, the theory, sources of input
data, solution schemes, geometric mesh structure, energy group structure, and use of
the models in the core modeling process have not changed. There have been
subsequent code changes to correct minor errors and to accommodate new code edits
and additional computing plafforms. There have been changes in input to accommodate
the evolution of core design features including increased fuel enrichments, changes in
BP design, and use of vessel fluence suppression neutron absorber rods. Throughout
this period, accuracy of the PDQ model (and by extension the NOMAD model, since
PDQ is the source of data and normalization for NOMAD) has been verified each cycle
during startup physics testing and during routine core follow. For each cycle, a Startup
Physics Test Report and a Core Performance Report is issued to document the
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behavior of the core relative to the model predictions.

TIPICECOR Code & Model

The topical VEP-NAF-2, submitted by letter Serial No. 91-746, dated December 20,
1991, is the latest revision of TIPICECOR that has not received NRC staff approval.
However, Dominion does not consider review of TIP/CECOR necessary for review of
VEP-FRD-42 Rev. 2 (the Reload Topical) for several reasons. First, the focus of the
Reload Topical Is on core design and safety analysis methodology, not core
surveillance. TIP/CECOR is not directly discussed In VEP-FRD-42 Rev. 2 because it is
not part of the reload methodology. TIPICECOR uses data provided by the PDQ model
(Reload Topical Section 2.1.1, paragraph 2) to perform core power distribution
surveillance. Second, TIP/CECOR is not new methodology for measurement of core
power distributions. USNRC review and approval for use of CECOR in the synthesis of
core power distributions using fixed in-core detector data is documented in a 1980
Combustion Engineering Topical Report (Reference 5 of VEP-NAF-2). TIP/CECOR, the
Dominion version of the model, uses the same solution schemes and techniques but
employs data at 61 axial points rather than just a few. Finally, although the current
interpretation of *essentially the same had not yet been applied to IOCFR50.59
evaluations In 1992, the TIP/CECOR Topical Report and the IOCFR50.59 evaluation
performed prior to use of the code clearly demonstrate that TIPICECOR results are
essentially the same as those of the previous measurement code (INCORE). The
reason for replacing INCORE with CECOR was not to gain analytical margin, but to be
able to accept input representing physically different regions of newer, axially non-
homogenous cores.

RETRAN Code & Model

Consistent with approaches employed by NSSS vendors, Dominion's RETRAN model is
qualified on the basis of the plant class for which It will be used. There is not a separate
Surry-specific RETRAN model document that parallels the content of the report
submitted in Reference 1. However, as discussed further below, the material In
Reference 1 is equally applicable to the Surry and North Anna models. The Surry 3-loop
model, which was completed after the submittal of Reference 1, uses the same noding,
modeling philosophy and code options as the North Anna model. The following
description provides some background discussion relating to the RETRAN models in
use for North Anna and Surry.

Dominion's reload methodology incorporates the RETRAN-02 code,- which was
generically approved by the NRC via Reference 2. Dominion is currently using
RETRAN-02, Mod 5.2. The NRC issued a generic approval, transmitted In Reference 3,
for RETRAN-02 Mod 5.0. Discussions between the utilities and the NRC led to the
conclusion that Mods 5.1 and 5.2, which were essentially maintenance upgrades, did
not require additional NRC review for utility implementation (References 4 and 5).

Dominion's RETRAN models and capability were approved in Reference 6. As noted In
the SER, the Virginia Electric and Power Company (Dominion) Topical Report was
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supplemented in three subsequent submittals (References 7, 8, 9) prepared in response
to NRC Requests for Additional Information.

The RETRAN Topical SER (Reference 6) recognized that model maintenance activities
would be performed under the utility 10 CFR 50 Appendix B QA program:

"The staff requires that all future modifications of VEPCO RETRAN model and
the error reporting and change control models should be placed under full
quality assurance procedures."

Dominion has followed the requirements specified in the SER for VEP-FRD-41 in
updating our RETRAN models. Updated models and the qualification results were
documented per our 10 CFR 50 Appendix B QA program and provided to the USNRC
for information in Reference 1. The qualification, documentation and implementation of
these new models was done in a manner that meets the programmatic elements of
Generic Letter 83-11, Supplement 1.

Reference 1 presented the 3-loop RETRAN model and qualification results using the
North Anna version of the model. The Surry 3-loop model Is the same with regard to
noding, options and system and component modeling techniques. The Surry and North
Anna models differ in order to appropriately reflect plant specific design features such
as RCS geometry, system and pump characteristics and setpoint values. Dominion
concludes that the model description in Reference 1 accurately describes the key
features of the models in use for both Surry and North Anna power stations.

Dominion continues to perform model maintenance activities in accordance with the
provisions of the SER and 10 CFR 50 Appendix B. Dominion has made model changes
in the past to refine treatment of certain features, to address industry issues or to reflect
changes to the plants. These changes were evaluated under the provisions of
IOCFR50.59, which will continue to be employed to assess future changes. The
following list summarizes several enhancements which are illustrative of the changes
that have been made to the models:

* The current models use the 1979 ANS Decay Heat model option.

* More detailed main steam safety valve (MSSV) modeling was added to ensure that
the concerns raised in NRC Information Notice 97-09, "Inadequate Main Steam
Safety Valve (MSSV) Setpoints and Performance Issues Associated with Long
MSSV Inlet Piping" are adequately addressed.

* Hydraulic characteristics in the core regions have been adjusted to reflect current
fuel assembly designs.

* More detailed, mechanistic models for the pressurizer and steam generator level
instrumentation were added.

* A detailed rod control system model was added.
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Dominion's Process for the Maintenance and Modification of "NRC Approved"
Methodologies

Section 2.3 of VEP-FRD-.42, Rev. 2, entitled "Analytical Model and Method Approval
Processes," indicates several acceptable means by which either analytical models or
methods can achieve approved status for use in Dominion's reload methodology. The
following discussion describes Dominion's approach in performing maintenance and
modifications of NRC Approved methodologies. This approach is applied to all models
and methodologies that are employed in Dominion's reload design methodology, and
which may be cited either by reference within VEP-FRD-42 or In the COLR.

The determination of the requirement to submit methodology changes to NRC for
approval prior to application is based on published NRC guidance, I.e.:

* Generic Letter 8816, "Removal Of Cycle-Specific Parameter Limits From
Technical Specifications"

* 10 CFR 50.59, and in particular 10:CFR 50.59c(2)(viii): "(2) A licensee shall obtain
a license amendment pursuant to Sec. 50.90 prior to implementing a proposed
change, test, or experiment If the change, test, or experiment would (viii) Result in
a departure from a method of evaluaton described in the FSAR (as updated) used
in establishing the design bases or In the safety analyses.

* NEI 96-07, Revision 1, "Guidelines for 10 CFR 50.59 Evaluations"

* Regulatory Guide 1.187, "Guidance for Implementation of 10 CFR 50.59,
Changes, Tests, and Experiments" (endorses NEI 96-07.Rev. 1)

* Generic Letter 83-11, Supplement 1, "Licensee Qualifications for Performing
Safety Analyses"

Relevant sections of these documents upon which we base our determination process
are as follows:

1. Generic Letter 88-16 establishes the concept of reload cycle dependent operating
limits in the Technical Specifications.

"Generally, the methodology for determining cycle-specific parameter limits Is
documented in an NRC-approved Topical Report or in a plant-specific submittal.
As a consequence, the NRC review of proposed changes to TS for these limits is
primarily limited to confirmation that the updated limits are calculated using an
NRC-approved methodology and consistent with all applicable limits of the safety
analysis. These changes also allow the NRC staff to trend the values of these
limits relative to past experience. This aftemative allows continued trending of
these limits without the necessity of prior NRC review and approval."

2. NEI 96-07, Rev. 1, as endorsed by Reg. Guide 1.187, provides guidance for
evaluating changes to methods under the provisions of IOCFR50.59. For example,
Paragraph 4.3.8.1, states:
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4.3.8.1, Guidance for Changing One or More Elements of a Method of Evaluation

'The definition of 'departure . ." provides licensees with the flexibility to make
changes under 10 CFR 50.59 to methods of evaluation whose results are
"conservative" or that are not important with respect to the demonstrations of
performance that the analyses provide. Changes to elements of analysis
methods that yield conservative results, or results that are essentially the same,
would not be departures from approved methods."

3. USNRC Generic Letter 83-11 Supplement 1 provides a method for utility
qualification of analysis methodologies, including those used to establish core
operating limits, without fonnal NRC review and approval:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is issuing this supplement to
Generic Letter (GL) 83-11 to notify licensees and applicants of modificaffons to
the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) practice regarding licensee
qualification for penorming their own safety analyses. This includes the analytical
areas of reload physics design, core thermal-hydraulic analysis, fuel mechanical
analysis, transient analysis (non-LOCA), dose analysis, setpoint analysis,
containment response analysis, criticality analysis, statistical analysis, and Core
Operating Limit Report (COLR) parameter generation. It is expected that
recipients will review the infornation for applicability to their facilities. However,
suggestions contained in this supplement to the genetic letter are not NRC
requirements; therefore, no specific action or written response is required.3"

To help shorten the lengthy review and approval process, the NRC has adopted
a generic set of guidelines which, if met, would eliminate the need to submit
detailed topical reports for NRC review before a licensee could use approved
codes and methods. These guidelines are presented in the Attachment to this
Generic Letter. Using this approach, which is consistent with the regulatory basis
provided by Criteria it and Ill of Appendix B to Part 50 of Title 10 of the Code of
Federal Regulations (10 CFR Part 50), the licensee would institute a program
(such as training, procedures, and benchmarking) that Follows the guidelines, and
would notify NRC by letter that it has done this and that the documentation is
available for NRC audit."

Reflecting this NRC and industry guidance, Dominion's process for maintaining and
modifying approved methodologies encompasses these elements:

. Dominion can change, under the provisions of 10 CFR 50.59(c)(2)(viii), NRC
approved codes and methodologies used to establish core operating limits, via the
processes outlined in NEI 96-07, Rev. 1, without additional NRC review and
approval of these changes.

. Dominion can implement or substitute, under 10 CFR 50.59(c)(2)(viii), NRC
approved codes and methodologies for use in establishing core operating limits via
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the processes outlined in Generic Letter 83-11 Supplement 1, without additional
NRC review and approval of these methods.

Dominion concludes that, in updating the list of approved methodologies for
establishing core operating limits in the Technical Specifications, utility affirmation
that the changes to the methodologies have been done as described by either of
the above is adequate to retain the "approved" status for these methods.

References:

1. Letter from M. L. Bowling (Virginia Electric and Power Company) to US NRC,
uVirginia Electric and Power Company, North Anna Power Station Units 1&2,
Supplemental Information on the RETRAN NSSS Model," Serial No. 93-505, August
10, 1993.

2. Letter from C. 0. Thomas (NRC) to T. W. Schnatz (UGRA), Acceptance for
Referencing of Licensing Topical Reports EPRI CCM-5, "RETRAN-A Program for
One Dimensional Transient Thermal Hydraulic Analysis of Complex Fluid Flow
Systems," and EPRI NP-1850-CCM, "RETRAN-02-A Program for Transient
Thermal-Hydraulic Analysis of Complex Fluid Flow Systems," September 4, 1984.

3. Letter from A. C. Thadani (NRC) to W. J. Boatwright (RETRAN02 Maintenance
- Group), Acceptance for Use of RETRAN02 MOD005.0, November 1, 1991.

4. Letter from M. J. Virgilio (NRC) to C. R. Lehrnann (RETRAN Maintenance Group),
Acceptance for Referencing of the RETRAN-02 MOD005.1 Code, April 12, 1994.

5. Letter from G. L. Swindlehurst (RETRAN Maintenance Group) to T. E. Collins
(NRC/RSB), RETRAN-02 MOD005.2 Code Version, Notification of Code Release,
November 24, 1997.

6. Letter from C. 0. Thomas (NRC) to W. L. Stewart (Virginia Power), Acceptance for
Referencing of LUcensing Topical Report VEP-FRD-41, "Virginia Power Reactor
System Transient Analyses Using the RETRAN Computer Code," April 11, 1985.

7. Letter from W. L. Stewart (Vepco) to H. R. Denton (USNRC), RVepco Reactor
System Transient Analyses, Supplemental Information," Serial No. 060, February
27, 1984.

8. Letter from W. L. Stewart (Vepco) to H. R. Denton (USNRC), "Vepco Reactor
System Transient Analyses," Serial No. 376, July 12, 1984.

9. Letter from W. L. Stewart (Vepco) to H. R. Denton (USNRC), uVepco Reactor
System Transient Analyses," Serial No. 376A, August 24, 1984.
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Response to NRC RAI - VEP-FRD42
03-183

RETRAN Code and Model Review -VEPCO Letter dated August 10, 1993

NRC RETRAN OUESTION 1

I. In the generic RETRAN Safety Evaluation Report (SER), dated September 4, 1984
(Reference }). the NRC staff approved the use of RETRAN-O1/MOD003 and RETRAN-
02/MODO02 subject to the limitations and restrictions outlined in the SER. By letter dated
April 11, 1985, the NRC staff approved the use of RETRAN-O1IMOD003 for VEPCO,
although the staff stated in this SER that VEPCO had not provided an input deck to the staff
nor had it provided the information needed to address the restrictions listed in the staff SER
dated September 4, 1984. The NRC staff's SER dated September 4, 1984, had requested this
input deck submittal as a condition of approval to use the REMTAN Code.

a. VEPCO is currently using RETRAN02IMOD005.2. Please provide information
describing how each of the limitations, restrictions, and items identified as requiring
additional user justification in the generic staff SERs for RETRAN02/MOD002 through
RETRAN02/MOD005.0 (References 1-3) are satisfied for the North Anna and Surry
RETRAN models.

b. As required by the staff SERs (References 1-3), please submit RETRAN input decks that
represent the current models and code options used for both North Anna and Surry. For
each station, please provide input decks initialized to hot full power and hot zero power
conditions in electronic format.

DOMNIMON RESPONSE TO OUESTION Ia

Dominion responses to the limitations in the RETRAN-02 Safety Evaluation Reports (SERs) in
References 1-3 are divided into three sections to distinguish between the different SERs: I)
RETRAN02/MOD002; II) RBTRAN02/MOD003 and MOD004; and III) RETRAN02/MOD005.
The responses are applicable to the North Anna and Surry pressurized water reactor RETRAN
models. References for responses to Question la are included at the end of the attachment.

1. RETRAN 02/MOD002 Restrictions

The Dominion treatment of each RETRAN limitation from Section ILC in Reference 1 is
described. The responses address Limitations a through z. two items on page E2-54 that "require
further justification", and eight "implications of the limitations" on page E2-55.

a) Multidimensional neutronic space-time effects cannot be simulated, as the maximum
number of dimensions is one. Conservative usage has to be demonstrated.

Doninion Evaluation

The point kinetics approximation is used in the Dominion RETRAN model, consistent with
standard industry safety analysis practice. Reactivity effects are modeled using standard fuel and
moderator temperature coefficients and control bank worths which are shown to be bounding for
Dominion cores using static core physics models which account for full 3-D effects.
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Most non-LOCA transients do not involve significant temporal variations in the core power
distributions, and industry experience over many years has shown the point kinetics
approximation to be valid for this type of accident. Two notable exceptions are the control rod
ejection and main steam line break events.

For the control rod ejection event, Dominion uses a point kinetics model to calculate the core
average power response. The Doppler feedback is calculated using a spatial power weighting
factor that is a function of the radial power peaking factor in the vicinity of the ejected rod,
which is calculated using static neutronics calculations. Local power peaking is also calculated
via static methods. The power peaking and core average time dependent power responses are
then used in conjunction with a conservative hot spot fuel pin model to calculate the limiting
local fuel thermal response. Doninion's rod ejection methods have been benchmarked against
full 3-D space-time kinetics calculations and shown to be conservative in VEP-NFE-2-A
[Reference 43.

Dominion's methodology for steam line break is described in Sections 5.2.3A and 5.2.3.5 of
VEP-FRD-41-A [Reference 51. Asymmetric reactivity effects associated with the cold leg
temperature imbalance and the-assumption of a stuck control rod are modeled by breaking the
core into two azimuthal sectors and providing-an empirical weighting factor to the moderator
temperature coefficients in the two sectors. Fluid mixing between the two regions is modeled
based on scale model mixing tests performed by Westinghouse.

Power reactivity feedback is also modeled with an empirical curve of reactivity feedback versus
heat flux. The validity of these curves is checked for every reload by static neutronics methods
that show that the magnitude of the post-trip return to power predicted by RETRAN is
conservatively high. Local power peaking is also calculated using static neutronics methods.
Core DNB performance is calculated in a separate code (e.g. COBRA or VIPRE).

This approach for using a combination of point kinetics and static 3-D neutronics calculations for
analyzing the steam line break event is similar to that used by fuel vendors (see for example
References 6-8).

b) There is no source term in the neutronics models and the maximum number of energy
groups Is Iwo. The space-time option assumes an Initally critical system. Initial
conditions with zero fission power cannot be simulated by the Idnetics. The neutronic
models should not be started from subcritical or with zero fission power without
further justification.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion meets this restriction. Dominion initiates low power events, such as rod withdrawal
from subcritical, and the hot zero power rod ejection event from a critical condition with a low
initial power level representative of operation within the range of operability for the source range
nuclear instrumentation channels. For the "zero power' steam line break, the models are
initialized in the same way, and then the design shutdown margin is simulated by a rapid
negative reactivity insertion coincident with the break opening.
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c) A boron transport model is unavailable User input models will have to be reviewed on
an individual basis

Dominion Evaluation

A generalized boron transport model was added to REIRANO2/MOD005 [Reference 3].
However, Dominion uses the RETRAN control system to model boron transport in the reactor
coolant system for steam line break analyses.

During initial stearnfine break model development, RETRAN's general transport model was
considered but not selected. The primary reason this option was not chosen was that the general
transport model uses the default assumption of perfect mixing. Non-mixing regions like pipes
cannot be conveniently modeled with a delay-type of behavior. The user may adjust mixing by
changing the junction efficiency with a control system However, this results in just as many
control system cards devoted to mixing efficiency calculation as a control block based, full-
transport model. Therefore, boron transport is modeled with a control system as in previous
analyses. The general modeling philosophy is consistent with that described in Figure M-12 of
Reference 19, which was submitted to support the original VEP-FRD41 review. However, the
model in Reference 19 assumed a constant reactor coolant system flow rate. The model was
made more robust by incorporating variable transport delays and a dynamic plenum mixing
model as described below, so that variable RCS flows are now handled accurately.

The boron transport model is broken into four major parts: 1) Refueling Water Storage Tank
(RWST) to Boron Injection Tank (BIT); 2) the BIT; 3) BIT to the Reactor Coolant System
(RCS); and 4) the RCS.

BIT Mixing Model
The BIT mixing model begins with the same basic equations as the RCS mixing model. The
model makes the approximation that the density of the BIT is constant and is also equal to the
density of the incoming fluid.

Following are the mixing region equations:

dC
di - "MWii Cd -

dC Mdc cdM
Tt di di
dc w

CO) = c 1a+ C.
di

The first equation states that the rate of change of the mass times the concentration is equal to the
mass flow rates in and out times their respective concentrations. The second equation expands
the large C derivative into its constituents. The dMNdt tern in the second equation is assumed to
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be zero and wi is assumed to be equal to we. The third equation is formed by combining the first

two with dMldt = 0. The integral of dcldt provides the dynamic concentration out of the BIT.

By assuming that the density of the BIT and the incoming fluid are equal, the w/M term is equal

to the volumetric flow divided by the volume. The equations above are represented with the

appropriate control blocks.

BIT to RCS Transport
The transport time through the BIT to RCS piping is calculated in several pieces: the common

BIT to SI header delay, and the individual delays from the header to each cold leg. A DIV

control block divides the BIT to HDR volume by the total flow rate. The transport time is then

used as input to a DLY control block. The same function is performed for each of the header-to-
loop segments. The fluid is assumed to be at an initial boron concentration of zero ppm.

RCS Boron Transport -

The RCS is broken into several regions for boron transport:

1) the cold leg between the SI point and the vessel (DELAY)
2) the downcomer and lower plenum MXING)
3) each core section (DELAY)
4) core bypass (DELAY)
5) the outlet plenum (MIXING)
6) the hot leg, SG tubes, loop seal, RCP, and cold leg between the RCP and SI point.

(DELAY)

The model used to represent the transport through each region is noted in parentheses above.

The upper head concentration is assumed to be zero for the duration of the transient.

The technique used in each "DELAY" region is as follows:

1) Total "boron flowrate' entering the region is computed by summing the inlet fluid flows

times their respective boron concentrations.
2) Total fluid flow entering the region is computed by summing the inlet fluid flows.
3) The total "boron flowrate" is divided by the total fluid flowrate to get a mixed boron

concentration.
4) The masses of the volumes in the transport region am summed.,
5) The total mass is divided by the total fluid flow to get the transport delay for the region.

6) The mixed boron concentration is propagated to the next region using the transport delay.

The technique used in each 'MIXING" region is as follows:

1) The net 'boron flowrate" in a region is computed by summing the inlet and outlet fluid flows
times their respective boron concentrations.

2) This represents the rate of change of region mass times concentration (dCldt) which is then
integrated to determine C(t).

3) The concentration (c(t)) is then calculated by dividing (C(t)) by the region mass (M).
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For the steamline break event, the peak core heat flux is sensitive to the timing of the initial
boron increase in the core (i.e., the transport delay from the safety injection system to the core
inlet) and is not sensitive to the exact shape of the boron buildup curve. Core inlet boron is only
a few ppm at the time of peak heat flux. Dominion's model and vendor models predict
comparable times for the introduction of boron to the core as shown in benchmark calculations.

d) Moving control rod banks are assumed to travel together. The BWR plant qualification
work shows that this is an acceptable approximation.

Dominion Evaluation

Control rod motion in the Dominion RETRAN point kinetics models is simulated by a reactivity
input calculated from a time-dependent control bank position and a function generator containing
integral bank worth versus position. For cases with automatic rod control simulated, the bank
worth model is typically associated with the D-control bank only, which is the only bank in the
core at or near full power.

For cases with reactor trip, the integral worth assumed is that associated with all control and
shutdown banks at the power dependent insertion limit, less the most reactive control assembly
in the core, which is assumed not to insert. The shape of the integral worth curve is based on a
conservative bottom-skewed power distribution which delays the reactivity effects. This integral
worth curve is checked for every reload core.

e) The metal-water heat generation model is for slab geometry. The reaction rate is
therefore underpredicted for cylindrical cladding. Justification will have to be provided
for specific analyses.

Dominion Evaluation

The rod ejection accident is the only non-LOCA transient analyzed with RETRAN where the
metal-water reaction is applied. Dominion's RETRAN hot pin model was benchmarked against
a similar vendor model and produced consistent temperature transients for consistent transient
pin powers. These results are discussed in Reference 4, which documents Dominion's rod
ejection methodology in its entirety.

f) Equilibrium thermodynamics is assumed for the thermal hydraulics field equations
although there are nonequilibrium models for the pressurizer and the subcooled boiling
region.

Dominion Evaluation

The current version of REIRAN-02 in use at Dominion (MOD005.2) allows for multiple
nonequilibrium volumes. In Domninion RETRAN models, the nonequilibrium region option is
generally only used for the pressurizer, except when applied to the reactor vessel upper head in
main steamline break analyses. Toward the end of the transient, the upper head, which has
experienced drainage, flashing and phase separation during the cooldown, will begin to refill due
to continued operation of safety injection. An equilibrium model in the head can produce
nonphysical pressure oscillations. While this phenomenon generally occurs beyond the time of
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interest for evaluating core performance, the nonphysical behavior is avoided by using a
nonequilibrium model in the upper head. This is physically reasonable for the head geometry and
the limited hydraulic communication between the head and the upper plenum.

Section 5.3.3 of VEP-FRD-4 1-A presented comparisons of RETRAN pressure predictions to
plant data for a cooldown and safety injection transient at North Anna. The nonequilibrium
pressurizer model response was in good agreement with the observed plant response.

g) While the vector momentum model allows the simulation of some -vector momentum
flux effects in complex geometry the thermal hydraulics are basically one-dimensionaL

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion RETRAN models do not currently use the vector momentum option. As discussed in
the response to Limitation A, incomplete fluid mixing between loops is modeled for steam line
break based on the Indian Point in scale model mixing tests performed by Westinghouse. This
is done by dividing the downcomer into two azimuthal sectors and specifying cross-flow
junctions between the cold legs and downcomer sectors with form-loss coefficients to give the
proper steady state mixing flows.

hl)Further justification is required for the use of the homogeneous slip option with BWRs.

Dominion Evaluation

This limitation is not applicable to Dominion PWR RETRAN models.

h2)The drift flux correlation used was originally calibrated to BWR situations and the
qualification work for both this option and for the dynamic slip option only cover
BWRs. The drift flux option can be approved for BWR bundle geometry If the
conditions of (n2) are met.

Dominion Evaluation

Don-ion RETRAN models specify the use of the dynamic slip option on the primary side and
zero slip on the secondary side of the steam generator (SG) tubes. However, two-phase flow is
not normally encountered on the primary side during non-LOCA PWR transients. The exception
is for steam line break, where the pressurizer may drain during the cooldown, and the upper head
may flash, resulting in some carryunder to the upper plenum region as the head drains. The RCS
pressure response obtained in Dominion steam line break analyses, including the effects of
pressurizer and upper head flashing and drainage, is consistent with that obtained by vendor
models as discussed in VEP-PRD41-A.

Dominion does have a multi-node steam generator secondary model overlay that uses dynamic
slip modeling. This model is not -used in licensing calculations, but it is occasionally used in
studies to confirm that the standard steam generator models are providing conservative results.
The standard model features involve a single-node secondary side model and the associated heat
transfer response and levl-versus inventory correlations that are used to model low and low-low
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SG level reactor protection. The multi-node model treats the horizontal flow between the lower
downcomer and tube bundle as bubbly flow.

Reference 9 presented comparisons between the multi-node and single-node SG versions of the
model for a complete loss of load and for a 200%/minute turbine runback transient at full power.
The response comparisons for pressurizer pressure and liquid volumes, RCS temperature, and
steam pressure showed essentially identical responses for the two models. The most pronounced
differences were in predicted changes in steam generator level and inventory, as expected.

i) The profile effect on the interphase drag (among all the profile effects) is neglected in
the dynamic slip option. Form loss is also neglected for the slip velocity. For the
acceptability of these options refer to (n3).

Dominion Evaluation

Refer to the response to Limitation h2.

j) Only one dimensional heat conduction is modeled. The use of the optional gap linear
thermal expansion model requires further justification.

Dominion Evaluation

The core conductor model in Dominion RETRAN system models does not use the gap expansion
model. Dominion's hot spot model for calculating the hot pin thermal transient in rod ejection
analyses models rapid gap closure following the ejection with an essentially infinite gap thermal
conductivity, as described in Reference 4. Qualification comparisons of the hot spot model to
vendor calculations are presented in Section 4.3.2 of Reference 4.

k) Air is assumed to be an ideal gas with a constant specific heat representative of that at
containment conditions. It is restricted to separated and single phase vapor volumes.
There are no other non-condensables.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion PWR RETRAN models do not use air.

I) The use of the water properties polynomials should be restricted to the subcritical
region. Further justification is required for other regions.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion models have not been applied in the supercritical region. Dominion notes that this
restriction has been substantially reduced for RETRAN-3D [Reference 10], and the NRC staff
has approved RETRAN-3D for ATWS analysis, with a caution for evaluating calculations in the
region of enthalpy > 820 Btu/lbm and pressures between 3200 and 4200 psia. Dominion has not
yet formally implemented RETRAN-3D nor applied it to ATWS analyses.
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Also note that the design basis for the ATWS Mitigation System Actuation Circuitry (AMSAC)
for Westinghouse PWRs is to limit the maximum RCS pressure to less than 3200 psig
[Reference II]. Therefore, analytical results which yield supercritical conditions in the RCS are
not anticipated for Dominion's nuclear units.

m) A number of regime dependent minimum and maximum heat fluxes are hardwired.
The use of the heat transfer correlations should be restricted to situations where the
pre-CHF heat transfer or single-phase heat transfer dominates.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion PWR RETRAN system models use heat transfer correlations in three areas:

* Reactor core conductors
* Primary (RCS) side of the steam generator tubes
* Secondary (steam) side of the steam generator tubes

For all non-LOCA accident analyses, the core- heat transfer remains in the single-phase
convection and subcooled nucleate boiling regions. The event that presents the most severe
challenge to subcooled nucleate boiling on a corewide basis is the locked reactor coolant pump
rotor event presented in Sections 15.4.4 and 14.2.9.2 of the North Anna and Surry UFSARs,
respectively. For the locked rotor event, the heat transfer mode remains subcooled forced
convection at the core inlet node and nucleate boiling at the mid core and top core node
throughout the event.

Similarly, subcooled forced convection is the dominant heat transfer mode on the inside of the
steam generator tubes for all non-LOCA events.

On the secondary (steam) side of the steam generator tubes, the heat transfer mode is typically
saturated nucleate boiling (Mode 2) for non-LOCA transients. Exceptions occur when:

* a steam generator approaches dryout, such as for the North Anna feedline break accident
* a steam generator blows down, as in the main steam line break event.
* there is no flow through the single-node secondary side of the steam generator, such as

during a loss of load (turbine trip) with feedline isolation.

These cases will be addressed in turn.

For cases where significant steam generator dryout is anticipated, Dominion uses the RETRAN
local conditions heat transfer option in conjunction with the single-node steam generator
secondary side model. Dominion has performed analyses to evaluate the physical realism of the
modeling results, including a steam generator tube noding sensitivity study. The behavior of the
model is such that nucleate boiling heat transfer (RETRAN Mode 2) is predicted for nodes below
the collapsed liquid level. For nodes above the collapsed level, the model predicts a rapid
transition from single-phase convection to steam (RETRAN Mode 8).
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For the steam line break calculation, Dominion uses a set of overlay cards to predict a
conservatively large heat transfer coefficient on the secondary side, in order to maximize the
RCS cooldown. This is done using control blocks.

For nodes below the collapsed liquid level, the overlay model applies a separate heat transfer
coefficient to the secondary side of each steam generator conductor based on the maximum of
the following, independent of which regime the RETRAN logic would pick:

* Rohsenow pool boiling
* Schrock-Grossman forced convection vaporization
* Thom nucleate boiling
* Chen combined nucleate boiling and forced convection vaporization
* Single phase conduction to steam (Dittus-Boelter)

This maximum coefficient represents the heat transfer for the "wet' heat transfer surface in the
steam generator.

To better represent the variation of the film coefficient for the conductors at different elevations,
a model was developed to calculate a collapsed liquid level and apply the maximum "wet"
coefficient below this level and the forced convection to steam above this leveL This provides a
realistic and smooth transition in heat transfer capability as the steam generator inventory is
depleted.

For cases with no flow calculated through the single-node secondary side (e.g., turbine trip with
no condenser dumps and assumed feedwater line isolation at the time of turbine trip), the heat
transfer on the entire secondary surface of the tubes will rapidly transition to forced convection.
vaporization with a very small heat transfer coefficient. This behavior is non-physical, because a
significant portion of the tube bundle remains covered with two-phase mixture and would remain
in the nucleate boiling regime. However, the results are conservative and Dominion's experience
has been that this calculational anomaly only occurs for brief periods of time such that the key
results (e.g., peak RCS pressure) are not significantly impacted.

In summary, the limitations of RETRAN's regime-dependent heat transfer models are considered
in Dominion licensing analyses. Appropriate assumptions and approximations are made to
ensure that the accident analyses are conservative.

nl)The Bennett flow map should be used for vertical flow within the conditions of the
database and the Beattie two-phase multiplier option requires qualification worL

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion RETRAN models are not used for conditions involving two-phase horizontal flow.
The models use the RETRAN application of Baroczy's correlation for two-phase friction effects,
as opposed to Beanie. For steam generator tube rupture calculations, break flow is calculated
using a junction loss coefficient computed from Blasius' smooth tube frictional pressure drop
assuming single-phase flow. This model overpredicts the actual observed break flow in the 1987
North Anna Unit 1 double-ended rupture.
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n2)No separate effects comparisons have been presented for the algebraic slip option and It
would be prudent to request comparisons with the FRIGG tests (5) before the approval
of the algebraic slip option.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion RETRAN models specify the use of the dynamic slip option on the primary side and
zero slip on the secondary side. Refer to the response to Limitation b2.

n3) While FRIGG tests comparisons have been presented for the dynamic slip option the
issues concerning the Shrock.Grossman round tube data comparisons should be
resolved before the dynamic slip option-0s approved. Plant comparisons using the
option should also be required.

Dominion Evaluation

Refer to the response to Limitation h2.

o) The nonequilibrium pressurizer model has no fluid boundary heat losses, cannot treat
thermal stratification In the liquid region and assumes Instantaneous spray effectiveness
and a constant rainout velocity. A constant IJA is used and flow detail within the
component cannot be simulated. There will be a numerical drift In energy due to the
Inconsistency between the two regions and the mixture energy equations but It should
be smalL -No comparisons were presented involving a full or empty pressurizer.
Specific application of this model should justify the lack of fluid boundary heat transfer
on a conservative basis.

Dominion Evaluation -

VEP-FRD41-A [Reference 5] describes that the Dominion RETRAN pressurizer model uses the
non-equilibrium model to ensure accurate modeling of transient conditions that may involve a
surge of subcooled liquid into the pressurizer or to ensure appropriate treatment of pressurizer
spray and heaters. While a wall heat transfer model, including vapor condensation, was added in
version MOD003 [Reference 2], Dominion continues to model the non-equilibrium volume walls
as an adiabatic surface.

The North Anna Unit 2 Natural Circulation Tests conducted in July 1980 measured the effect of
convective heat losses from the pressurizer with all heaters secured. The observed effect was
about 5 F/hr liquid temperature cooldown and about 38 psi/hr pressure loss [Reference 12]. The
significant plant response for UFSAR non-LOCA transients occurs within the first 30 minutes of
the event initiator. Therefore, pressurizer wall heat transfer is a phenomenon that is not
significant over the time frame of interest for UPSAR non-LOCA analyses.

Section 5.3.3 of VEP-FRD-41-A includes a RETRAN simulation of a North Anna cooldown
event, demonstrating the adequacy of the RETRAN pressurizer modeling assumptions compared
to actual plant response. Both the observed data and the model indicated that level indication was
lost for a brief portion of the transient. Overall, the RETRAN prediction of pressurizer pressure
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and level indicate that the non-equilibrium pressurizer model adequately describes the behavior
for large swings in pressure and level. In addition, the model predicted the time when level
indication was lost close to the observed data. Therefore, the RETRAN non-equilibrium
pressurizer model is able to perform accurate predictions of a draining pressurizer.

Reference 9 included a RETRAN simulation comparison to the 1987 North Anna steam
generator tube rupture event. Figures 71 and 72 demonstrate that the RETRAN non-equilibrium
pressurizer model provides good predictions of pressure and level behavior over a wide range of
actual accident conditions. The model closely predicted the pressurizer level recovery near 1700
seconds.

RETRAN has been used to analyze the North Anna main feedwater line break (MFLB) UFSAR
event, which reaches a pressurizer fill condition. The REIRAN analysis was benchmarked to the
licensed LOFrRAN analysis and showed good agreement for pressurizer pressure and water
volume. The codes predicted similar times for the pressurizer to reach a fill condition and similar
RCS conditions long-term after the pressurizer is filled. Dominion RETRAN simulations for the
MFLB event do not exhibit any unusual pressurizer behavior or numerical discontinuities when
the pressurizer fills and remains filled.

The results of RETRAN comparisons to plant operational data in References 5 and 9 and to other
licensed transient analysis codes demonstrate that the non-equilibrium pressurizer model is
adequate over the expected range of pressurizer conditions that occur in North Anna and Surry
UFSAR non-LOCA events analyzed with RETRAN.

p) The nonmechanistic separator model assumes quasi-statics (time constant - few tenths
seconds) and uses GE BWR6 carryoverlcarryunder curves for default values. Use of the
default curves has to be justified for specific applications. As with the pressurizer a
constant IJA is used. The treatment in the ofi normal flow quadrants is limited and
those quadrants should be avoided. Attenuation of pressure waves at low flow/low
quality conditions are not simulated welL Specific application to BWR pressurization
transients under those conditions should be justified.

Dominion Evaluation

The non-mechanistic separator model is not applied in Dominion PWR RETRAN models.

q) The centrifugal pump head Is divided equally between the two junctions of the pump
volume. Bingham pump and Westinghouse pump data are used for the default single
phase homologous curves. The SEMISCALE MOD-i pump and Westinghouse Canada
data are used for the degradation multiplier approach in the two phase regime. Use of
the default curves has to be justified for specific applications. Pump simulation should
be restricted to single phase conditions.

Dominion Evaluation

VEP-FRD-41 -A describes that the plant-specific pump head vs. flow response for first quadrant
operation is used in the Dominion RETRAN models. The homologous curves in the model
represent single-phase conditions. The RETRAN default curves are not used. The pump

RETRAN 1 of 27



Response to NRC RAI - VEP-FRD-42
03-183

coastdown verifications in Section 5.3 of VEP-FRD-4l-A -demonstrate- the adequacy of the
centrifugal reactor coolant pump model versus plant-specific operational test data. Changes to
the RCP coastdown model were made in Reference 9 to provide conservative coastdown flow
predictions for loss of flow events relative to the actual coastdown measured at the plant. The
latest Westinghouse locked rotor/sheared shaft coefficients have also been implemented.

r) The jet pump model should be restricted to the forward flow quadrant, as the
treatment in the other quadrants is conceptually not well founded. Specific modeling of
the pumps in terms of volumes and junction Is at the user's discretion and should
therefore be reviewed with the specific application.

Dominion Evaluation

The jet pump model is not applied in Dominion PWR RETRAN models.

s) The nonmechanistic turbine model assumes symmetrical reaction staging, maximum
stage efficiency at design conditions, a constant LJA, and a pressure behavior dictated
by a constant loss coefficient. It should only be used for quasistatic conditions and In the
nornal operating quadrant.

Dominion Evaluation

The non-mechanistic turbine model is -not applied in Dominion PWR RETRAN models.

t) The subcooled void model is a nonmechanistic profile fit using a modification of EPRI
_recommendation (4) for the bubble departure point. It is used only for the *oid
reactivity computation and has no direct effect on the thermal hydraulics;
Comparisons have only been presented for BWR situations. The model should be
restricted to the conditions of the qualification database. Sensitivity studies should be
requested for specific applications. The profile blending -algorithm used will be
reviewed when submitted as part of the new manual (MOD03) modifications.

Dominion Evaluation

The Dominion PWR RETRAN models do not use the subcooled void model to calculate the
neutronic feedback from subcooled boiling region voids.- Dominion models use a moderator
temperature coefficient except for the steamline break event, which applies an empirical curve of
reactivity feedback versus core average power. This curve is validated as conservative on a
reload basis using static, 3-D, full-core neutronics calculations with Domninion's physics models
[Reference 15]. Dominion experience has indicated that the calculated DNBR's for the limiting
steamline break statepoints show a weak sensitivity to the effects of void reactivity. The profile
blending algorithm approved for RETRAN-02 MOD003 resolved this limitation [Reference 10,
page 291.

u) The bubble rise model assumes a linear void profile; a constant rise velocity (but
adjustable through the control system); a constant ISA; thermodynamic equilibrium
and makes no attempt to mitigate layering effects. The bubble mass equation assumes
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zero junction slip which is contrary to the dynamic and algebraic slip modeL The model
has limited application and each application must be separately justified.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion PWR RETRAN models use bubble rise in the pressurizer, reactor vessel upper head,
and steam generator dome regions [Reference 9. Table 1].

The upper head applies the bubble rise model to provide complete phase separation to account
conservatively for upper head flashing during a main steam line break (MSLB). Complete
separation ensures that only liquid will be delivered to the upper plenum during transients that
exhibit upper head flashing. The effect of upper head flashing is seen in the abrupt change in
slope in the reactor coolant system pressure following a MSLB. Dominion's RETRAN model
predicts results that are similar to the licensed FSAR MSLB analysis in VEP-FRD-41-A (Figure
5.47).

The single-node steam generator secondary model is initialized with a low mixture quality so
that the steady-state initialization scheme selects a large bubble rise velocity. The initialization
models complete phase separation as a surrogate for the operation of the mechanical steam
separators and dryers in the steam generators.

The pressurizer model applies the maximum bubble density at the interface between the mixture
and vapor region. The use of the bubble rise model in the pressurizer has been qualified against
licensed transient analysis codes and plant operational data as follows:

* VEP-FRD-41-A RETRAN analyses show pressurizer conditions -similar to the vendor FSAR
analyses for several accidents: uncontrolled rod withdrawal. at power, loss of load event.
main steamline break, and excessive heat removal due to feedwater system malfunction.

* VEP-FRD41-A, Section 5.3.3, RETRAN simulations show good agreement with pressurizer
response operational data from the 1978 North Anna cooldown transient.

* Reference 9 RETRAN simulations show good agreement of transient pressurizer conditions
compared to the 1987 North Anna Unit 1 steam generator tube rupture event.

Implicit in the agreement between plant operational data and RETRAN is that the bubble rise
model accurately predicts conditions in the pressurizer over a wide range of temperature,
pressure, and level transient conditions. Therefore, Dominion has justified appropriate use of the
bubble rise model through adequate benchmarking against physical data and other licensed
transient analysis codes.

v) The transport delay model should be restricted to situations with a dominant flow
direction.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion RETRIAN models use the enthalpy transport delay model in the reactor coolant system
piping and core bypass volume, where a dominant flow direction is expected. Flow reversal is
not normally encountered in these volumes during non-LOCA accident analyses. For accidents
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that produce a flow reversal or flow stoppage, the analyst may use the transport delay model if it
adds conservatism to the results (e.g., if RCS pressure is higher during a locked rotor event with
the model activated).

w) The stand alone auxiliary DNBR model Is very approximate and Is limited to solving a
one-dimensional steady state simplified HEM energy equation. It should be restricted to
indicating trends.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion PWR RETRAN models do not employ the auxiliary DNBR model.

x) Phase separation and heat addition cannot be treated simultaneously In the enthalpy
transport model. For heat addition with multidirectional, multijunction volumes the
enthalpy transport model should not be used without further justification. Approval of
this model will require submittal of the new manual (MOD03) modifications.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion PWR RETRAN models do not use the enthalpy transport model in separated volumes.
The enthalpy transport model is used only -for the reactor core and the steam generator tubes
primary side. The restriction is met.

y) The local conditions heat transfer model assumes saturated fluid conditions, one-
dimensional heat conduction and a linear void profile. If the heat transfer is from a
local conditions volume to another fluid volume, that fluid volume should be restricted
to a nonseparated volume. There is no qualification work for this model and Its use will
therefore require furtherrjustification.-

Dominion Evaluation

As discussed in the response to Limitation n, Dorminion restricts use of the local conditions heat
transfer model to loss of secondary heat sink events. The model predicts a rapid transition from
nucleate boiling to single-phase convection to steam on the secondary side as the tube bundle
dries out.

Nodal sensitivity studies were performed to show that the default tube bundle noding provides an
adequate representation of the primary to secondary heat transfer. The single-node secondary
side is initialized with a low mixture quality. As a result, a high bubble rise velocity is calculated
by the steady state initialization routine. This drives the RETRAN calculated mixture level to the
collapsed liquid level and conservatively maximizes -the rate of tube bundle uncovery as the
inventory is depleted. The fluid condition on the inside of the tubes remains single phase, and
thus the restriction is met.
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z) The initializer does not absolutely eliminate all ill-posed data and could have differences
with the algorithm used for transient calculations. A null transient computation is
recommended. A heat transfer surface area adjustment is made and biases are added to
feedwater inlet enthalpies in order to satisfy the steady state heat balances. These
adjustments should be reviewed on a specific application basis.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion's RETRAN user guidelines contain appropriate guidance and cautions about the
potential impact of the feedwater enthalpy bias term on transient results. The guidance for
initializing the models for other than the default conditions instructs the user to run a null
transient and check the results for a stable solution, and to check the calculated heat transfer area
on the steam generators to ensure that primary and secondary side conditions are properly
matched.

Technical Evaluation Report (TER) "Items Requiring Further Justification"

The RETRAN-02/MOD002 TER, page E2-54, includes two items that require further
justification for PWR systems analysis. Dominion responses to these items are provided below.

i) Justification of the extrapolation of the FRIGG data or other data to secondary side
conditions for PWRs should be provided. Transient analyses of the secondary side must
be substantiated. For any transient in which two-phase flow is encountered in the
primary, all the two-phase flow models must be justified.

Dominion Evaluation

These restrictions were addressed in the evaluations for Limitations h2, m, nl, u, x, and y.

ii) The pressurizer model requires qualification work for the situations where the
pressurizer either goes solid or completely empties.

Dominion Evaluation

Refer to the response to Limitation o. Dominion has shown that the non-equilibrium pressurizer
model is adequate over the expected range of pressurizer conditions that occur in North Anna
and Surry UFSAR non-LOCA events analyzed with RETRAN. Specifically,

* The UFSAR main steam line break events analyzed with RETRAN show a response for a
drained pressurizer that is consistent with vendor methods [Reference 5, Figure 5.47].

* The North Anna UFSAR main feedline break event (case with offsite power available),
which results in a filled pressurizer, shows a response that is consistent with vendor results.

* Comparisons to the North Anna Cooldown Transient [Reference 5, Section 5.3.3] and Steam
Generator Tube Rupture [Reference 9, Section 3.21 shows reasonable agreement with plant
data for the case of pressurizer drain and subsequent refill.
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Technical Evaluation Report "Implications of these Limitations"

The RETRAN-02/MOD002 TER includes "implications of these limitations" on page E2-55.
Dominion responses to the eight implications are provided.

i) Transients which Involve 3-D space time effects such as rod ejection transients would
have to be justified on a conservative basis.

Dominion Evaluation

See the response to limitation a and Topical Report VEP-NFE-2-A.

ii) Transients from subcritical, such as those associated with reactivity anomalies, should
not be run.

Dominion Evaluation

See the response to Limitation b.

Ill) Transients where boron Injection is important will require separate justification for the
user specified boron transport model.

Dominion Evaluation

See the response to Limitation c.

iv) For transients where mixing and cross flow are important the use of various cross flow
loss coefficients have to be Justified on a conservative bask

Dominion Evaluation

See the responses to Limitations a and g.

v) ATWS events will require additional submittals.

Dominion Evaluation

See the response to Limitation 1.

vi) For PWR transients where the pressurier goes solid or completely drains the
pressurizer behavior will require comparison against real plant or appropriate
experimental behavior.

Dominion Evaluation

See the response to Limitation o and "Item For Additional Justification Item Vi". Dominion notes
that the RETRAN 3-D pressurizer model -has been explicitly approved for filling and draining
events [Reference 10].

RETRAN 16 of 27



Response to NRC RAI - VEP-FRD42
03-183

vii) PWR transients, such as steam generator tube rupture, should not be analyzed for
two-phase conditions beyond the point where significant voiding occurs on the primary
side.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion meets this restriction with the exception of the main steam line break event analysis,
which produces a limited amount of flashing in the stagnant upper head volume. Refer to
Domiinion's Evaluation of Limitations F and U for justification of the use of the bubble rise
model with complete phase separation for the upper head volume in the reactor coolant system.

viii) BWR transients where asymmetry leads to reverse jet pump flow, such as the one
recirculation pump trip, should be avoided.

Dominion Evaluation

This caution does not apply to Dominion PWR RETRAN models.

11. RETRAN 02/MOD003-004 Restrictions

Section 3.0 of Reference 2 presents six restrictions for RETRAN02/MOD003 and MOD004 code
versions. The Dominion evaluation for each is provided.

1. The RETRAN code is a generically flexible computer code requiring the users to
develop their own nodalization and select from optional models in order to represent
the plant and transients being examined. Thus, as specified In the original SER (Ref. I),
RETRAN users should include a discussion In their submittals as to why the specific
nodalization scheme and optional models chosen are adequate. These should be
performed on a transient by transient basis.

Dominion Evaluation

VEP-FRD-41-A documents the NRC-approved RETRAN analysis methodology employed by
Dominion. The topical report included I-loop and 2-loop RETRAN models, their nodalization
schemes, and specific comparisons to licensed FSAR analyses and to plant operational events.
Reference 9 notified the NRC of modifications to the RETRAN models, including development
of a 3-loop model and the primary and secondary systems nodalization schemes. The Dominion
3-loop models include discrete noding for every major geometry feature in the reactor coolant
system. The steam generator secondary model is a lumped volume; Dominion experience has
confirmed the adequacy and conservative nature of this model.

Analyses from the qualification set were provided in References 5 and 9 to demonstrate the
adequacy and conservatism of the model nodalization and selection of model options. Dominion
meets the NRC SER restrictions and has justified the model options over the range of conditions
expected for non-LOCA transients for North Anna and Surry. The RETRAN user manual and
training describe the limitations for the selected optional models to ensure appropriate use within
the qualified range of application.
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Dominion has qualified its RETRAN models against plant operational data and other licensed
transient analysis codes sufficiently to justify the nodalization schemes and -the model options
that are used for non-LOCA transients analyzed with RETRAN.

2. Restrictions imposed on the use of RETRAN02 models (including the separator model,
boron transport, jet pump and range of applicability, etc.) In the original SER (Ref. 1)
have not been addressed in the GPU submittal and therefore remain In force for both
MOD003 and MOD004.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion treatment of the RETRAN02/MOD002 SER restrictions is provided earlier in this
attachment.

3. The countercurrent flow logic was modified, but continues to use the constitutive
equations for bubbly flow; i.e., the -code does not contain constitutive models for
stratified flow. Therefore, use of the hydrodynamic models for any transient which
Involves a flow regime which would not be reasonably expected to be in bubbly flow will
require additional justification.

Dominion Evaluation

Refer to the response to RETRAN02/MOD002 SER Limitation h2.

4. Certain changes were made in the momentum mixing'for use In the jet pump model.
These changes are acceptable. However, those limitations on the use of the jet pump
momentum mixing model which are stated In the original SER (Ref. 1) remain in force.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion PWR RETRAN models do not use jet pump models.

5. If licensees choose to use MOD004 for transient analysis, the conservatism of the heat
transfer model for metal walls in non-equilibrium volumes should be demonstrated in
their plant specific submittals.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion RETRAN models do not use the wall heat transfer model for non-equilibrium
volumes. Domninion RETRAN comparisons to plant transients show that adiabatic modeling of
the pressurizer walls is adequate (see response to RETRAN02/MOD002 SER Limitation o).
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6. The default Courant time step control for the implicit numerical solution scheme was
modified to 0.3. No guidance is given to the user In use of default value or any other
values. In the plant specific submittals, the licensees should justify the adequacy of the
selected value for the Courant parameter.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion RETRAN models use the iterative solution technique. This technique allows the
results of the time advancement to be evaluated before the solution is accepted. If a converged
solution is not achieved in a given number of iterations, the time advancement can be reevaluated
with a smaller time step. The Courant limit default value of 0.3 is applied in Dominion models.

The default value limits the time step size to less than 1/3 of the time interval required for the
fluid to traverse the most limiting (i.e. fastest sweep time) control volume in the system. This is
considered a very robust method for ensuring that the Courant limit is not exceeded.

Dominion user guidelines require that time step studies be performed for each new RETRAN
analysis to ensure that a converged numerical solution is reached. This practice eliminates the
impact of variations in the selected Courant limit input constant.

III. RETRAN 02/MODOO5.0 Restrictions

The Dominion treatment of each limitation from Reference 3, Section 4.0, is described.

1. The user must justify, for each transient in which the general transport model is used,
the selected degree of mixing with considerations as discussed in Section 2.1 of this SER.

Dominion Evaluation

Dominion does not use the general transport model. A description of the Dominion boron
transport modeling for steamline break analyses is provided in the response to Limitation c in
Section I.

2. The user must justify, for each use of the ANS 1979 standard decay heat model, the
associated parameter inputs, as discussed in Section 2.2 of this SER.

Dominion Evaluation

Section 2.2 of the RETRAN-02 MOD005.0 SER specifies the following parameter inputs:

a. power history
b. fission fraction
c. energy per fission of each isotope
d. neutron capture in fission products by use of a multiplier
e. production rate of 239 isotopes
f. activation decay heat other than 239
g. delayed fission kinetic modeling
h. uncertainty parameters
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The Dominion RETRAN models use the following assumptions in the calculation of decay heat:

* An operating period of 1,500 days with a load factor of 100% is input to the Dominion
RETRAN models.

* The model assumes 190 MeV/fission. The reduction of the Q value to 190 MeV/fission from
the default RETRAN value of 200 MeV/fission is conservative since, in the 1979 ANS
Standard, decay heat power is inversely proportional to Q.

* There is no neutron capture component.
* Decay heat fissioning is solely from U-235. The assumption that all decay heat is produced

from U-235 fissioning nuclides is conservative.
* The RETRAN actinide correlation is that of Branch Technical Position APCSB9-2

[References 17 and 18]. The RETRAN input of the breeding ratio LJDUF (i.e., the number of
Pu-239 atoms produced per U-235 atoms fissioned) is 0.77 and only impacts the calculation
of the actinide contribution. The greater the value of UDUF, the higher the predicted decay
heat fraction.

* A value of 1.0 is input for the RETRAN model for the decay heat multiplier.

The results of a RETRAN calculation with the 1979 decay heat model and the assumptions listed
above were compared to a vendor calculated decay heat curve based on the 1979 ANS standard
with 2-sigma uncertainty added. The results indicated that the decay heat fraction calculated with
RETRAN is higher than the vendor calculated decay heat. Therefore, the Dominion application
of the ANS 1979 standard decay heat model is conservative.

3. Because of the Inexactness of the new reactivity edit feature, use of values in the edit
either directly or as constituent factors In calculations of parameters for comparisons to
fonnal performance criteria must be justified.

Dominion Evaluation

The editing feature provided in RETRAN 021MOD005.0 is not used as a quantitative indicator of
reactivity feedback and is not used to report analysis results.

DOMINION RESPONSE TO OUESTION lb

As required by the VEP-FRD-41-A SER, Dominion provided RETRAN model decks to NRC in
1985 as described in Reference 13. Therefore, Dominion satisfied the VEP-FRD-41-A SER
requirement. The SER Conclusions section for VEP-FRD-41-A states 'The staff requires that all
future modification of VEPCO RETRAN model and the error reporting and change control
models should be placed under full quality assurance procedures." Dominion has complied with
this requirement. Dominion does not interpret the original SER restriction to require submission
of model decks after changes are made, especially for changes to plant inputs. Reference 13 was
provided to NRC staff on February 26, 2003.
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NRC RETRAN OUESTION 2

2. Doppler Reactivity Feedback (page 8 of the submittal dated August 10, 1993)

a. The Doppler reactivity feedback is calculated by VEPCO's correlation of Doppler
reactivity as a function of core average fuel temperature and core burnup. Please
provide a technical description of how this correlation is derived, including the codes
and methods used. Discuss any limitations or restrictions regarding the use of this
correlation.

b. Discuss the method of calculation and application of suitable weighting factors used
to acquire a target Doppler temperature coefficient or Doppler power defect. Indicate
the Updated Final Safety Analysis (UFSAR) transients that use this method.

DOMINION RESPONSE TO OUESTION 2.a

The North Anna and Surry Version I RETRAN models use a Doppler feedback correlation that
is derived from data that models the dependence of Doppler Temperature Coefficient (DTC) on
changes in fuel temperature, boron concentration, moderator density and fuel bumup. Through
sensitivity studies using the XSDRNPM computer code [Reference 14]. the DTC at various
conditions was determined. XSDRNPM is a member of the SCALE code package.

The data gathered for North Anna and Surry was used to develop models to predict DTCs. A
procedure to -calculate a least squares fit to non-linear data with the Gauss-Newton iterative
method was used to determine fit coefficients for the collected data. The model values and the
percentage difference between the model and XSDRNPM values were determined. The model
was also compared to 2D PDQ and 3D PDQ quarter core predictions. The PDQ code is described
in Reference 15. The largest percentage difference between the model and the XSDRNPM and
PDQ cases is within the nuclear reliability factor for DTC in Reference 16 over the range of
conditions of interest to non-LOCA accident analysis.

It was shown that the effect of burnup, boron, and moderator specific volume could be represented
as multipliers to the base DTC versus fuel temperature curve. The Doppler correlation has a core
average fuel temperature component, DTCTr, and a burnup component, BURNMP. Since during a
transient the burnup may be assumed to be constant. the burnup multiplier of the Doppler
correlation is also assumed to be constant. To separate the reactivity feedbacks into a prompt and
slower component, the impact of boron concentration and moderator density changes on the
Doppler are assumed to be accounted for in the moderator feedback modeling, as these are slower
feedback phenomena. Hence, the Doppler reactivity feedback is dependent only on changes in fuel
temperature, which provides the prompt feedback component. The boron concentration and
moderator density (specific volume) multipliers in the DTC correlation are thereby set to 1.

The DTC correlation is qualified over the range of core design DTC limits for North Anna and
Surry and is described by the following equation:

DTC(pcm/0F) = DTCTf * BURNMP * WF
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where
DTCTf, the fuel temperature dependence, equals A*TPoS + B*Tr + C
Tf is the effective core average fuel temperature in SF and A, B, and C are correlation
coefficients
BURNMP, which models bumup changes, equals DTCSDTCTIsg47
DTC,,r is the reference DTC at the burnup of interest at hot-zero-power with 2000 ppm
boron (pcnmPF)
DTCTfs47 is the solution to the above DTCTf equation at 547 TF.

WF is the user supplied weighting factor term that allows the user to adjust the design
information to bound specific Doppler defects.

DO0MINION RESPONSE TO OUESTION 2.b

The Doppler feedback can be adjusted to a target DTC at a given fuel temperature by changing
the weighting factor. For FSAR analyses in which the Doppler reactivity feedback is a key
parameter, the target DTC used in RETRAN is either a least negative or most negative DTC. The
RETRAN Doppler weighting factor is set so that RETRAN will initialize to the Reload Safety
Analysis Checklist (RSAC) DTC limit at a core average fuel temperature that corresponds to the
conditions at which the RSAC DTC limit was set.

To set the weighting factor to provide a least negative DTC, the DTC correlation is solved for the
Doppler weighting factor, WE, for the appropriate core average fuel temperature and least
negative DTC values. This value of the weighting factor is then entered in RETRAN control
input. Likewise, to set the weighting factor to provide a most negative DTC, the weighting factor
is solved using the DTC correlation with the appropriate core average fuel temperature and most
negative DTC value.

All non-LOCA UFSAR transient RETRAN analyses, with the exception of the rod ejection
event, apply an appropriate weighting factor to acquire a target Doppler temperature coefficient.

The rod ejection event requires additional Doppler reactivity feedback. This additional feedback
is calculated as a PWF (power weighting factor), and the Doppler weighting factor calculated as
described herein needs to be multiplied by the PWF before being input to the RETRAN model.
The application of the power weighting factor to rod ejection analyses is described in Section
2.2.3 of Reference 4.

RETRAN 22 of 27



Response to NRC RAI - VEP-FRD-42
03-183

NRC RETRAN OUESTION 3

3. By letter dated August 10, 1993, VEPCO discussed the expansion of the North Anna
RETRAN model from two geometric configurations to four geometric configurations.
The model options increased from a one-loop and two-loop reactor coolant system (RCS)
geometry with a single-node steam generator secondary side, to one-loop and three-loop
RCS geometry with either single- or multi-node steam generator secondary side. Please
discuss the process used for choosing which of the four configurations to use for a
particular transient, and identify which model is used for each of the North Anna and
Surry UFSAR, Chapter 15, transients that were evaluated using RETRAN.

DOMINION RESPONSE TO OUESTION 3

Historically, choosing between the I-loop and 2-loop RCS RETRAN models was based on the
expected plant response from the transient and on the importance of modeling differences
between RCS loops. For example, a steamline break affects the conditions in the faulted steam
generator RCS loop different from the other loops. When advances in computer processor speed
and memory eliminated the need to collapse symmetric loops, Dominion developed 3-loop RCS
models and retired the I-loop and 2-loop models. Some UFSAR analyses of record reflect 1-loop
and 2-loop RETRAN analyses because the events have not been reanalyzed since the
implementation of the 3-loop models. RETRAN analyses in the UFSAR use the single-node SG
secondary model. Dominion uses the multi-node steam generator secondary model for sensitivity
studies to confirm the conservatism in the single-node SG secondary. Subsequent to retirement
of the I-loop and 2-loop models, licensing analyses have used the 3-loop RCS geometry with a
single-node steam generator. Dominion anticipates that this will continue to be our RETRAN
analysis model going forward.

Tables 3a and 3b below show the selected RCS model type for each UFSAR event analyzed with
RETRAN for North Anna and Surry, respectively. All analyses use a single-node steam
generator secondary model. Note that some UFSAR non-LOCA events have not been analyzed
with RETRAN. Future applications of RETRAN may involve analyzing these events to remove
the dependence on the vendor. Those analyses would be performed in accordance with
regulatory requirements and limitations in the RETRAN SERs and VEP-FRD-41 -A.
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Table 3a: North Anna UFSAR Chapter 15 Event and RETRAN Model

Event IjS t RETRAN Model

Condition la: Events of Moderate Frequency

Uncontrolled Rod Cluster Control Assembly from a Subcritical 15.2.1 I-Loop
Condition -__
Uncontrolled Rod Cluster Assembly Bank Withdrawal at Power 15.2.2 3-Loop
Uncontrolled Boron Dilution 15.2.4 H -Loop
Loss of External Electric Load and/or Turbine Trip 15.2.7 3-Loop
Loss of Normal Feedwater 15.2.8 3-Loop
Loss of Offsite Power to the Station Auxiliaries 15.2.9 3-Loop
Excessive Heat Removal Due to Feedwater System Malfunctions 15.2.10 2-Loop
Excessive Load Increase Incident 15.211 I-Loop,

Accidental Depressurization of the Reactor Coolant System 15212 I-Loop
Accidental Depressurization of the Main Steam System -15.213 3-Loop

Condition III: LOCA and Related Accidents __ _.___

Minor Secondary System Pipe Breaks .3.2 3-Loop
Complete Loss of Forced Reactor Coolant Flow X __V___15.3A4 I-Loop_

Condition IV: Umniting Faults
Major Secondary System Pipe Rupture 15.4.2 3-Loop
Steam Generator Tube Rupture 15.4.3 2-Loop and 3-Loop
Locked Reactor Coolant PnumpRotor 15.4.4 2-Loop and 3-Loop
Rupture of a Control Rod Drive Mechanism Housing (Rod Cluster15A.6 I -Loop
Control Assembly Ejection) __,_ -

Note that the Rupture of a Control Rod Drive Mechanism Housing, Complete Loss of Forced Reactor
Coolant Flow, and Locked Reactor Coolant Pump Rotor analyses have been performed with the
RETRAN 3 Loop model as part of the transition to Frarnatome fuel. These evaluations are currently being
reviewed by the NRC and are therefore not incorporated in the current North Anna UFSAR.
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Table 3b: Surry UFSAR Chapter 14 Event and RETRAN Model

Event |Section REAR Model

Condition II: Events of Moderate Frequency

Uncontrolled Control-Rod Assembly Withdrawal From a I-Loop
Subcritical Condition 14.2.1

Uncontrolled Control-Rod Assembly Withdrawal at Power I-Loop
14.2.2

Chemical and Volume Control System Malfunction 14.2.5.2.3 1-Loop
Excessive Heat Removal Due to Feedwater System Malfumctions 14.2.7 FW Temp. Reduction - 3-Loop

Excess Feedwater Flow - 2-Loop
Excessive Load Increase Incident 14.2.8 3-Loop
Loss of Reactor Coolant Flow 14.2.9.1 I-Loop
Flow Coastdown Incidents
Locked Rotor Incident 14.2.9.2 3-Loop
Loss of External Electrical Load 14.2.10 3-Loop
Loss of Normal Feedwater 14.2.11 3-Loop
Loss of all Alternating Current to the Station Auxiliaries 14.2.12 3-Loop

Standby Safeguards Analyses

Steam Generator Tube Rupture 14.3.1 2-Loop
Rupture of a Main Steam Pipe (DNB) 14.3.2 3-Loop
Rupture of a Control Rod Drive Mechanism Housing (Control 14.3.3 I-Loop
Rod Assembly Ejection) .

Feedline Break outside Containment Appendix 3-Loop
. , ~~~~~~~~~14B _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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References used in Dominion Responses to RETRAN Onestions

1) Letter from C.0. Thomas (USNRC) to T. W. Schnatz (UGRA), "Acceptance for
Referencing of Licensing Topical Reports EPRI CCM-5, RETRAN - A Program for One
Dimensional Transient Thermal Hydraulic Analysis of Complex Fluid Flow Systems, and
EPRI NP-1850-CCM, RETRAN-02 - A Program for Transient Thermal-Hydraulic
Analysis of Complex Fluid Flow Systems," September 2, 1984.

2) Letter from A. C. Thadani (USNRC) to R. Furia (GPU), "Acceptance for Referencing
Topical Report EPRI-NP-1850 CCM-A, Revisions 2 and 3 Regarding
RETRAN02/MOD003 and MOD004," October 19, 1988.

3) Letter from A. C. Thadani (USNRC) to W. J. Boatwright (REIRAN02 Maintenance
Group), "Acceptance for Use of RETRAN02 MOD005.0," November 1, 1991.

4) Virginia Power Topical Report VEP-NFE-2-A, "VEPCO Evaluation of the Control Rod
Ejection Transient", NRC SER dated September 26, 1984.

5) Virginia Power Topical- Report VEP-FRD-41-A, "VEPCO Reactor System Transient
Analysis using the RETRAN Computer Code," May 1985.

6) Westinghouse report WCAP-9227, "Reactor Core Response to Excessive Secondary
Steam Releases," January 1978.

7) Westinghouse report WCAP-8844, "MARVEL - A Digital Computer Code for Transient
Analysis of a Multiloop PWR System," November 1977.

8) Westinghouse report WCAP-7907-A, LOFIRAN Code Description," April 1984.

9) Letter, M.L. Bowling (VEPCO) to USNRC, "Virginia Electric and Power Company,
North Anna Power Station Units 1 and 2, Supplemental Information on the RETRAN
NSSS Model," Serial 93-505, August 10, 1993.

10) Letter, Stuart A. Richards (USNRC) to Gary Vine (EPRI), "Safety Evaluation Report on
EPRI Topical Report NP-7450(P), Revision 4, 'RETRAN-3D - A Program for Transient
Thermal-Hydraulic Analysis of Complex Fluid Flow Systems:' January 25, 2001.

11) Westinghouse report WCAP-10858-P-A, "AMSAC Generic Design Package," October
1986.

12) Letter from W. L Stewart (VEPCO) to H. R. Denton (USNRC), "Virginia Electric Power
Company, North Anna Power Station Unit No. 2, Response to the Additional Request for
Information Concerning Low Power Natural Circulation Testing," Serial No. 427A,
August 25, 1983.
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References used in Dominion Responses to RETRAN Questions (continued)

13) Letter, W. L Stewart (VEPCO) to Harold R. Denton (USNRC), "Virginia Power, Surry
and North Anna Power Stations, Reactor System Transient Analyses," Serial No. 85-570,
August 21, 1985.

14) ORNL-NUREG-CSD-2-Vol 2, Rev. 1, `XSDRNPM-S: A One-Dimensional Discrete-
Ordinates Code for Transport Analysis," June 1983.

15) Virginia Power Topical Report VEP-NAF-1, 'The PDQ Two Zone Model," July 1990.

16) Virginia Power Topical Report VEP-FRD-45A, "VEPCO Nuclear Design Reliability
Factors," October 1982.

17) Branch Technical Position APCSB9-2, "Residual Decay Energy for Light Water
Reactors for Long Term Cooling:' 1975.

18) EPRI Report. EPRI-NP-1850-CCM-A, Volume 1, Rev. 4, "RETRAN-02: A Program for
Transient Thermal-Hydraulic Analysis of Complex Fluid Flow Systems."

19) Letter from W. L Stewart (VEPCO) to Harold R. Denton (USNRC), "VEPCO Reactor
System Transient Analyses", Serial No. 376, July 12, 1984.
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Virginia Electric and Power Companiy
(Dominion)

North Anna and Surry Power Stations



I

Response to NRC RAI - VEP-FRD-42
03-183

PDO Code and Model Review, Topical Report VEP-NAF-I "PD0 Two Zone Model"
VECOsumittal datedtober I1,1990

NRC PDO OUESTION 1

1. By letter dated December 2, 2002, VEPCO stated that the accuracy of the PDQ model is
verified each cycle during startup physics testing and during routine core follow. Please
provide representative results from a recent refueling outage (comparisons between the
startup physics test data and the PDQ predictions) that demonstrate the accuracy of this
modeL

DOMINION RESPONSE TO QUESTION I

The following results are from the N1C16 startup physics tests in October, 2001.

N1CI6 STARTUP PHYSICS TESTING RESULTS (October, 2001)

Parameter Measured Predicted Difference (P-M) Nueliabil
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _F a c to r

Critical Boron Concentration (HZ, 2109 2133 24 ± 50
ARO) ppm
Critical Boron Concentration (HZP, 1917 20 ±50
reference bank in) ppm 189_197_2__
Critical Boron Concentration (H:P, 1405 1429 24 ± 50
ARO, EQ XE) ppm
Isothermal Temperature Coefficient -2.87 -3.29 -0.42 ± 3.0
(HZP, ARO) pcm/TF .

Differential Boron Worth (BZP, ARO) -6.59 -6.46 -2.0% 1.10
pcml'ppm
Reference Bank Worth (B-bank, 1393.2 1396 0.2% 1.10
dilution) pcm

D-bank Worth (Rod Swap), pcm 944.6 979 3.6% 1.10

C-bank Worth (Rod Swap), pcm 760.4 779.3 2.5% 1.10

A-bank Worth (Rod Swap), pcm 356.6 348.4 -2.3% 1.10

SB-bank Worth (Rod Swap), pcm 930.5 969.8 4.2% 1.10

SA-bank Worth (Rod Swap), pcm 1012.5 1003.4 -0.9% 1.10

Total Bank Worth, pcm 5397.6 5476 1.5% 1.10

HF? ARO EQ XE FAH (BOC) 1.405 1.378 -1.9% 1.05

HFP ARO EQ XE FQ (BOC) 1.654 1.601 -3.2% 1.075

HFP ARO EQ XE Axial Offset (BOC) -2.5 -3.0 0.5% NIA
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NORTH ANNA UNIT 1 - CYCLE 16 STARTUP PHYSICS TESTS
ASSEMBLYWISE POWER DISTRIBUTION

29% POWER

N P N I L K J H C - r D C a A

ffi ............ ~~~~~............. .................. ...... ................... ................

* PRUCICTKO . . 0.246. 0.275 . 0.242 . . vFlr8cD1

1 . 3ISU2t . .0.249 0.2 sO 0.246. * lUxD .
.rcr Dirrzure. . 1.0 . 1.8 . - 1. .'.PCT DIPXrRENCE.

0.331 . 0.643 . 1.03 . 0.s36 . 1.045 . 0.467 . 0.331
a 2 0.336. 0.656 * 1.061 . 0.844 . 3.062.0.674.0.336. 2

1 ..0. 0.1. a~o 1.0 . 4.3. 2.2.
.............................................. .....................

. 0.365 . 2.179 - 1.299 . 1.170 . 1.Sol . 1.16 . .2L 9 . 1.183 . 0.36.
3 . 0.381 . 1.200 . 1.313 . 1.177 . .3S301 l.1?S . 1.312 . 1.196 0 0.37 . 3

4.3. 1.8. 1.1. 0.6. 0.0. 0.6. l.0 . 1.L. 2.0

0 .368 . 0.898 . 1.333 . 1.323 . 1.305 * 1.243 . 1.304 . 1.324 . 1.335 - 0.SS7 . 0.36S5.
6 . 0.381 0.919 . 1.35s . 1.335 . 2.309 . 1.244 . 1.303 .1.31 . 1.343 . 0.908 . 0.369 . 4

- 3.6. 2.3. 1.9. 0.. .3 . 0.0. -0.1. -0.4 0.. 1.2. 1.1.

................... ............... ...... : .... '-........................................................

0.356 .204 . 1.346 . 1.221 . 1.262 . 1.163 . 1.236 . 1.168 . 1.261 . 1.220 . 1.339 . 1.197 . 0.355
5 * .367 .3.259 .2.370 *1.226 1.265S 1.163 1.233 1.164 1.2S8 - .222 .1.3S3 1.212 .0.361 .

3.1. 4.6. 1.3. 0.6. 0.2 0.0. -0.2. -0.3. -0.3. 0.1. 1.4. 1.2. 1.9.

... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ....... . ....'2 .... 1 31,........."
-0.665 . 1.321 . 1.334 . 1.266 * 1.017 . 1.145 . 1.071 . 1.143 . 1.017 . 1.265 . 1.332 . 1.319 . 0.665

6 . 0.668 . 1.334 * 1.338 * 1.252 * 1.012 2 1.139 * 1.06S . 1.133 . 1.012 . 1.261 . 1.333 . 1.330 .- 0.677 . 6
0.5. 0.9. 0.3. -1.1. -. 5. 0.6 5 -0. -0.4. -0.3. 9.1. 0.8. 1.9.

oe 2U . o1070 . 1.166 * 1.317 * 1.174 . 1.145 .1.038 * 1.005 .138 .1.168. 3.174 .1.316 . 1.167 . 2.074 . 0.259
7 0.25C . 1.060 . 1.166 * 1.306 * 1-164 * 1.135 * 1.027 0.993 . 1.013 . 1.135 * 1.163 . 1.294 . 1.195 . 1.108 . 0.267 . 7

-1.0. -0.9. -1.7. -0.8. -0.9. -0.9. -2.1. -1.2. -1.9. -1.1 . -0.9 -1.. 0.7. 3.2. 3.1.
................................... ............................................................................................................-

. 0.234 . 0.53 . 1.320 . 1255 * 1-243 * 1.074 * 1.00S * 0.996 * 1.005 .1.074 .1.243 . 1.255 . 1.320 0.653 .0.284
8 . 0.232 0.845 . 1.298 . 1.244 * 1.232 * Ss.0CS 0.994 * 0.984 . 0.991 . 1.063 * 1.233 . 1.251 . 1.333 . 0.879 . 0.293 . a

- . -1.0. -1.0. -1.7*- -0.9. 0.9 -00.9 -1.1. -1.2. -1.4. -1.0. -0.7. -0.3. 1.0. 3.0. 2.9.
................................ ............................................................. @.z.....

.0.259 . 1.076. 1.137 * 1.316 * 1.174 * 1.148* 1.033 0 .1.033 1.145 .1.174 * 1.317 .1.186 . 1.070 . 0.258

S . 0.25S 1.069 l . 1.13 * 1.310 * 1.172 . 1.139 * 1.025 .40.991 . 1.024 * 1.133 . 1.167 . l.J19 . 2.201 . 1.097 . 0.264 . 9
.- 0.6. -0.5. -0.S. -0.5. -0.2. -0.8 -1.2 . -1.4. -1.3. -1.1. -0.6. -0.2. 1.3. 2.5. 2.4.
............................................... .................................................................................... .

0.66S . 1.31 . 1.332 . 1.245 . 1.017 . 1.143 . 1.071 . 1.145 . 1.017 . 1.266 . 1.34 . 1,321 . 8.665
10 . 0.665. 1.326. 1.330. 1.259 2.007. 1.123 .1.053 2 2.127 . 1.003 1.255 . 3.339 . 1.344 .0.491 . 10

0.1. 0.6. -0.1. -0.5. -0.9. -1.7. -1.7.--1.6. -1.4. -0.9. 0.4. i.3. 3.8.

.0.355 . 1.197 . 1.X33 . 1.220 . 1.261 . 1.163 . 1.236 . 1.163 . 1,262 . 1.221 . 1.346 .. 204 .0.356 .
-1 . 0.356 . 1.203 . 1.337 . 1.211 . 1.246 . 1.147 . 1.211 . 1.148 . 1.229 . 1.19B . 1.361 . 1.235 . 0.366 .

0.3. 0.5. -0-1. -0.7. -1.2. -2.3. -2.0. -1.9. -2.6. -1.3. 1.. -2.6. 3.0
.......................................................................................................

.0.365 0.397 . 1.33 . 1.324 . 1.304 . 1.243 .1.305 . 1.323 .1.333 .0.893 .0.368

12 . 0.373 0.897 . 1.329 . 1.307 . 1.276 .1.218 . 1.286 .1.303 .1.334 .0.333 . 0.407. 12
2.4. -0.1. -0.7 . -1.3. -2.2 . -2.0 . -1.5. -1.1.- 0.1. 4.5 . 0.6.

..................... ............................ .......................... ...... ... ......

0 .36 . 1.183 . 1.293 . 1.164 - 1.302 . 1.170 . 1.299 . 1.179 . 0.365

13 . 0.367 . 1.179. 1.23 .1.149 . 1.270 . 1.143 . 1.292 .1.180 . 0.372 . 13
-0.3. -0.3. -1.0 . -1..--2.4..-0.7. -0.5. 0.1. 1.9.

......................................................

0.331 . 0.647 1.045 . 0.336 . 1.093 . 0."4; . 0.331
14 . .342 . 0.644. 1.037 0.834 . 1.077 .0.653 .0.332 - 14

3.4 -0. -0.7 -0.1. 2.3. 0.6. 0.2.

~~~~~~~~................ ... 0 34,................... ... ....................................... .......................................................................mnaraNlnK . . 0.242 . 0.275, - .246 . . £VUAERC
15 CGVIASTON . . 0.243 .0.276 . 0.251 . .rCt nnnnCt. is

.1.235 . . 0.3 . 0.2 . 1.8 . - . 1.3
................ ........................... ..................... .................................

a r x K L S J N G F I D C 1 a

HAP NO; Nl-16-01 DATE: 10/10/01 POWER: 29%

CONTROL ROD POSITIONSt 7-0O2) - 2.108 CORE ILT:I

D BANK AT 150 STEPS F-WIKN) a 1.546 NW 1.0037 | NE 1.0031

F7Z) a 1.283 SW 0.9922 j SE 1.0010

3?JR1tJaP a 5.0 300/3170 A.O. - -6.233
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NORTH ANNA UNIT 1- CYCLE 16 STARTUP PHYSICS TESTS
ASSEMBLY WISE POWER DISTRIBUTION

74% POWER

a P N a. 1 a H 0 Z t D C a A

........... .. ... ... .. .. I. . . . . ..... ........... . .

PRZDCTD . 0.271 . 0.311 . 0.267 . . PR Dm
1 . Hf8URED . . 0.272 . 0.311 . 0.269 . . N213U210 .

.PCS DFFERDCZ. . 0.4 . 0.1 . 0.9 . .PCS nXrvnZ.

. 0.139 . 0.660 . 1.082 . 0-921 - 1.074 - 0.657 . .339
2 . 0.342 . 0.64 1. . 0..27 1.087 - 0.678 . 0.344 . 2

* O.8. 0.6. 0.6. 0.7. 1.2 . 3.1 . 1.6.
... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ....................................

.0.34 . 1.140 . 1.258 .. 164 . 1.297 - 1.162 . 1.258 . 1.143 . 0.372
3 . 0.376 . 1.152 . 1.267 . 1.169 . 1.300 . 1.160 . 1.268 .1-152 . 0.375 . 3

2.0 . 1.1. 0.1. 0.4 . 0.2. 0.6. 0.9. 0.8. 0.8.
.... ... ... ... .... ... ... . . ... .... ... ... ... ... ..............................

. 0.371 . 0.880 . 1.273 . 1.285 . 1.275 . 1.227 . 1.274 . 1.285 . 1.282 . 0.879 . 0.368.
4 . 0.381 . 0.392 . 1.233 . 1.292 . 1.278 . 1.230 . 1.274 . 1.286 . 1.287 . 0.8 . 0.371 . 4

2.5 . 1.4 . 1.2 0.. 0.3. 0.2. 0.2. 0.1. 0.4. 0.8. 0.7.
...................................... ................................ I.......... .... .......

.0.361 . 1.159 .1.27 . 1.196 * 1.253 * 1.172 * 1.227 . 1.171 . 1.253 . 1.195 . 1.231 . 1.154 . 0.360
5 . 0.369. 1.199 . 1.02 . 1.16 . 1.255 . 1.174 . 1.227 . 1.172 . 1.254 . 1.199 . 1.2S6 . 1.164 . 0.362 . 5

2 .2. . 3.5. 1.2. 0.2 0.1. 0.2 0.0. 0.1. 0.1. 0. . 1.1. 0.9 . O.S

...... -274 ...... 2.. .173.... ."'',... 1290... .''72 .. 0:7'-.0.673 . 1.274 . 1.291 . 1.256 . 1.103 . 1.176 . 1.100 * 1.173 . 1.103 . 1.255 . 1.290 . 1.272 . 0.473.
6 . 0.672 1.279 * 1.291 * 1.244 * 1.101 2 1.173 * 1.098 . 1.171 . 1.104 . 1.255 . 1.292 . 1.281 . 0.682 . 6

0.0- 0.4. 0.0 .-0.9. -0.2. -0.3. -0.2 . -0.2. 0.1. 0.0. 0.2. 0.7 . 1.3.

- 0.283 . 1.094 1.174 . 1.282 . 1.175 * 1.175 .1704 * 1.053 * 1.074 7 l.177 * 1.175 . 1.2U . 1.176 . 1.09 . 0.2U4
7 . 0:27 : 1:081. 1:152: 1:270: 1:167 I.169 * 1:077: 1.0U0: 1.079 * 1.173: 1:11: 1.269 . 1.184: 1.125 . 0.2S0 . 7

:I-.3 .- 2.3 I1.9 . -0- * -0-.7 -0-6* -0-7 * -0. *_0- * -4 *-0.4 . -1.0 . 0.7 2 z4 2.2 .
.... .:....:................................. :... ............

0.3119 0.I 1.310 . 12 35 . 1.231 * 1.101 .1.051 . 1.049 . 1.053 * 1.101 * 1.231 . 1.235 . 1.310 . 0.935 . 0.319
* . 0.315 . 0.923 . 1.282 2 1.22) . 1.226 * 1.097 . 1.048 - 1.04) * 1.04 * 1.09 1.228 . 1.235 . 1.321 - 0.951 . 0.324 . 8

-1.3. -1.3. -2.1. -1.0. -0.4 -0.4 -0.6 -0.5 -0.5 -0 5 0.. 0.0 0.8 1.7 1.6.
............- 9....114 .. .. ...... ...6"""I4 .... 1.0' ... .O"283 '

.0.2U4 . 1.098 1.174 . 1.282 * 1.175 .1.177 * 1.084 . 1.053 * 1.084 . 1.175 . 1.175 .1.282 . 1.174 . 1.094 . 0.2S13
9 . 0.281 . 1.089 . 1.166 . 1.276 . 1.178 . 1.173 . 1.078 . 1.046 . 1.078 . 1.169 . 1.174 . 1.281 . 1.186 . 1.112 . 0.284 . 9

.- 1.0 . -0.9 . -0.8 . -0.5 . 0.2 . -0.3. -0.6 . -0.7 . -0.6 . -0.5 . -0.1 . 0.4 1.0. 1.6 . 0.5 .
............................. ........ -..... ... ........................................... . . . . . . . .

70.43 . 1.272 . 1.290 . 1.255 . 1.103 . 1.173 . 1.100 . 1.176 . 1.103 . 1.256 . 1.291 . 1.274 . 0.673
10 . 0.671 . 1.275 * 1.287 . 1.252 * 1.098 2 1.163 . 1.09 1.166 . 1.09 1.2U . 1.303 . 1.291 . 0.692 . 10

0-.3 . 0.2 . -0.2 . -0.3. -0.4. -0.9. -0.9. -0.9. -0.6 . -0.2 . 0.9. 1.4. 2.8 .
............ ............................... .. ....... ......... ..... ....... ....................................................

0.360 . 1.154 * 1.231 * 1-195 . 1.253 .1-171 . 1.227 . 1.172 . 1.253 . 1.196 . 1.237 . 1.159 . 0.361 .
11 . 0.360 . 1.155 . 1.278 * 1.190 . 1.243 . 1.138 . 1.211 . 1.158 . 1.234 . 1.184 . 1.302 . 1.176 . 0.368 . 11

-0.1. 0.1 . -0.2 . -0.5 . -0.8 . -1.1 . -1.3 . -1.2 . -1.5. -0.8 . 1.1. 1.5. 1.9 .
..... ..... ... .......... .. ... . . . . . . .. . .. . . . .. .... .. ...... .. .............. .... ... .... ...... ....

0.361 . .879 . 1.282 . 1.285 . 1.274 1.227 . 1.275 . 1.285 . 1.278 - 0.880 . 0.371
12 . 0371 . 0.677 . 1.214 . 1.273 . 1.256 . 1.209 . 1.241 . 1.275 . 1.282 . 0.914 . 0.330 . 12

0.7. -0.3 . -0.6 . -0.9 . -1.S. -1.5 . -1.1 . -0.8. 0.3 . 3.9. 2.3.
... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .....................................

i0.372 . 1.143 . 1.25 . 1.142 . 1.267 . 1.14 . 1.258 . 1.140 . 0.368
13 0.370 . 1.132 . 1.247 . 1.:46 1.270 . 1.155 . 1.24: . 1.140 . 0.375 . 13

-0.5 . -0.5 . .. -2.2 . -0. . -0.8 0.0 - .4
0..... .33. . :.. . .... 0 . S....... ...................................

14. 0.343 . 0.653 . 1.04 . 0.916 . 1.0 . 0.1 . 0.33: .14

14 0 O3U 063 3. I 0s . 9.16 .1.06 . OC1.033 14
- 1.2 . -0.7 . -0.9 . -0.5 . 1.3 . 0.1 . 0.0 .

srxqDARD . .0e.267 .0e.311 . 0.271 . . avnxa7R
15 . DzvIATI - . 0.263 - 0.310 .273 . .PC? DIFFERENUC. 15

-0.694 - . -1.4. -0.4. 0.9. . - 0.3
................ ................... .................... ..........................................

p N U11 L X J N a r E D C a A

St2OLXRY
14KP NO: N1-16-02 DATE: 10/11/01 POWEX:R 74%

CONTROL ROD POSITIONS: F-QIZJ a 1.848 CORE TILT:

D BANX AT 192 STEPS F-DHuN) * 1.451 NW 1.0014 1 NE 1.0039

FEZ) - 1.184 SW 0.9933 SE 1.0014

BUN!U? a 24.0 fW/XT A.0. - 0.080
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NORTH ANNA UNIT 1 - CYCLE 16 STARTUP PHYSICS TESTS
ASSEMBLYWISE POWER DISTRIBlTION

-100% POWER

a F S M L x a H K a 2 D C L a

. . . . . .... ...........w* *......... Zoa44 ..... .. *.r... -..... .*.*.*w . w. *....

P REPDICTSD . . 0.283 . 0.330 . 0.279 . . PREDICTED
1 -. ZASUR£D . . 6.283 . 0.314 0 0.281 . - iaa2a - -

.FCT FCRrNCE. . 0.1 . 1 . 0. . .?CT 0IpF2R.nc.

0 0.342 . 0.462 . 1.087 0.963 2 1.080 0.660 . 0.342

2 . 0.343 .0.662 1.085 . D.961 . 1.0O9 . O.682 . 0.349
0.2. -0.1. -0.2. -0.2. 0.8. S.3. 2.0.

, ~~~~~~~~~~~. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .I ................................. ...

* 0.371 1.318 . 1.239. 1.156 . 1.291 1.154 . 1.239 . 1.121 . 0.373
6" 3 .0.304. 1.122 2.238 1.150: 1.279 - 1.1SS. 1.251 - 1.135 . 0.3B4

. 3.. 0.4 -0.1. -DS -1.. 0.1. 1.0. 1.3. 2.9.
... ....... ,,,............................................. ..........................-

0.372 . 0.71 . 1.255 .1.263.. 1.265 . 1.217 .1.263 . 1.264 . 1.2S9 . 0.870. 0.37e.
4 . 0.379 . 0.878 . 1.254 . 1.262 1.262 . 1.213 . 1.266 . 1.269 . 1.268 . 0.876 . 0.371L . 1.6 0.8 -0.1. -0.1. -0.3. -0.2. 0.1. 0.4. 0.7 0.6 0.4.

.... ... ... .... ... ... ... .... ... ... .... ... ... ........... I.....................................

. 0.362 . 1.133 . 1.263 . 1.35 . 1.253 . 1.173 . 1.228 .1.173 . 1.258 . 1.18S .1.2S5 . 1.128 . 0.361.
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NRC PDO QUESTION 2

There do not appear to be any limitations or restrictions associated with the use of PDQ Two
Zone as described in VEP-NAF-1. Please justify that PDQ Two Zone is applicable over all
ranges of operation expected for North Anna and Surry.

DOMINiON RESPONSE TO QUESTION 2

Use of the PDQ Two Zone Model is limited to North Anna and Surry cores containing fuel that
is similar to existing 17x17 and 15x15 designs. The range of applicability is stated in general
terms in Section 2.1 of VEP-FRD-42 Rev 2:

'These models have been used to model the entire range of cores at the Surry and North Anna
power stations, including evolutionary changes in fuel enrichment, fuel density, loading pattern
strategy, spacer grid design and material, fuel clad alloy, and burnable poison material and
design. Some of these changes were implemented as part of various Lead Test Assembly
programs, and have includedfuel assemblies from both Westinghouse and Framatome-ANP. The
predictive accuracy of the models throughout these changes demonstrates that incremental
design variations in fuel similar lo the Westinghouse design are well within the applicable range
of the core design models. Each model has sufficient flexibility such that minor fuel assembly
design differences similar to those noted can be adequately accounted for using model design
input variables. "
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Limitations associated with the PDQ Two Zone models stem primarily from consideration of the
source of collapsed cross section data (primarily CELL2, a pin cell model) and from practical
considerations involving the level of complexity that can be accommodated in PDQ. Based on
these considerations, the scope of benchmarking that has been performed to date, and the range
of core designs successfully modeled in the past, the PDQ Two Zone model should be restricted
according to the following characteristics:

1) Geometry
a) Square pitch fuel (cylindrical fuel pellets and rods)
b) l5x15 or 17x17 design
c) 5x5 mesh blocks per assembly (x-y)
d) 26 axial nodes (22 in the fuel region)
e) i4 core or full core representation

2) Fuel Material
a) Low enriched U02 (4.6 w/o U235 or less)

i) Cores with fuel up to 4A5 w/o have been successfully modeled to date
ii) Cross section behavior (enrichment trends and fidelity to CELL2) has been

checked up to 4.6 w/o Uns for burnups up to 76 GWDIT.
b) Fuel pin burnup of approximately 70 GWDJT has been achieved in PDQ Two

Zone designed cores as part of a high burnup demonstration program.
3) Burnable poisons

a) Discrete rods inserted into fuel assembly guide thimbles
i) Both annular borosilicate glass and solid B4C in alumina designs have been

well predicted throughout many cycles of operation
ii) Both SS304 and zirconium based cladding has been used

b) Modeling flexibility has been demonstrated for BP configuration (number of
fingers, boron enrichment, poison length, and poison stack axial alignment)

4) Control rods
- a) Ag-In-Cd rods with stainless steel clad (extensive validation and experience)

b) Hf metal rods in zirconium based clad have been used for vessel fluence reduction
in Surry Unit I

5) Fuel assembly
a) Modeling flexibility has been demonstrated for Inconel and zirconium based grids

of various designs and sizes

There are no cunent plans for fuel design, core design, or operating strategy changes that would
exceed the design characteristics outlined above. There are fuel products in use in the industry,
which would be technically possible, but impractical to model in the PDQ Two Zone model
(such as fuel with integral poisons). No further development is planned for PDQ and NOMAD.
Rather, Dominion plans to transition from using PDQ and NOMAD as primary design tools to
use of the CMS models (principally CASMO-4 and STM1UATE-3) as soon as practicable.
Topical Report DOM-NAF-1 was submitted in June of 2002. The NRC SER for DOM-NAF-1
was received on March -12,2003.
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NRC PDO QUESTION 3

PDQ Two Zone cross section representation has been improved through the addition of multiple
G-factor capability. Please discuss the methodologies used to determine these factors and discuss
when and how they are applied. Include a discussion of the "fictitious crod isotope" mentioned
on page 2-23 of your dated October 1, 1990.

DOMINION RESPONSE TO QUESTION 3

The addition of multiple G-factor capability was required to meet these goals for the PDQ Two
Zone model:

1) A unified set of cross section data to accurately span the entire operating range of the
cores (i.e., temperatures, boron concentration, BP combinations, burnup, etc.)

2) A system with the flexibility to model variations such as spacer grid changes, BP
enrichment variations, fuel enrichment changes, and clad isotopic changes without
requiring the generation of new cross section data.

The process used for G-factor selection can be broken down as follows:

1) Identify known required physical variables (such as moderator temperature, moderator
density, fuel temperature, and soluble boron concentration).

2) Identify significant isotopic inter-dependencies (such as the U-235 / Pu-239 interaction in
thermal absorption and thermal fission cross sections) using CELL-2.

3) Sort in order of importance and modeling complexity.
4) Develop the primary dependence tables.
5) Develop the G-factor (multiplier) tables.

The importance of a particular factor was judged by estimating the first-order reactivity impact
(essentially a partial derivative). The complexity of modeling varies according to the degree of
separability from other variables. PDQ uses a table system to represent cross sections. The first
table for a particular cross section represents the variation of the cross section using the three
most important variables. Additional tables are treated as multipliers (G-factors) on the
interpolant from the first table.

Each table has a primary variable (called the diagonal) and up to two secondary variables. The
diagonal represents the nominal combination of the three variables. Branch cases are used to
perturb each secondary variable. The tables can be considered a dual 2-D representation and not
a true 3-D representation since the secondary variables cannot be changed simultaneously.

For example, the U2" microscopic thermal absorption cross section is a function of the U235

number density, the Pu2 39 number density, and the Pu241 number density. The diagonal
represents the Um5 cross section at combinations of the three nuclides found in a CELL-2
dzpletion of a particular enrichment at nominal conditions. The branch cases vary the quantity of
Pu"9 or Pu24' at several of the nominal burnup points. In this way, the second order reactivity
impact of depleting a fuel assembly in PDQ at off-nominal conditions (such as more BP, hotter
moderator temperatures, or more soluble boron) resulting in more Pu is directly captured without
use of a "history' variable. In addition, this type of representation makes the model flexible for
modeling different fuel enrichments (typically within * 0.2 w/o of the CELL-2 enrichment).
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Important cross section effects that are not captured in the main cross section table are applied by
use of nultiplicative G-factors. Each G-factor table is constructed in the same manner as the
main cross section table. Using the previous example for U235, one G-factor for the thermal
absorption cross section is a function of moderator temperature, moderator density, and fuel
burnup. The value of the G-factor at the "reference" moderator temperature (583.4 0F for North
Anna) is 1.0. The ratio of the U235 thermal absorption cross section at other temperatures to the
reference value at 583.4 F is provided at several diagonal points ranging from HFP to CZP
temperatures. The variation in these ratio values caused by changes in moderator density (same
moderator temperature but a different pressure) or burnup is provided at the branch points.

An important factor in this method of cross section representation is that PDQ Two Zone
features a predominantly microscopic model. That is, most cross sections are represented by
means of direct tracking of nuclide number densities via depletion chains coupled with
microscopic cross section data. A total of 34 physical nuclides are tracked in addition to several
pseudo-nuclides which represent state variables (such as moderator temperature) or lumped
macroscopic effects (such as the remaining fission products or control rod insertion). Tracking
individual nuclides means that the first order effect on reactivity of a change in nuclide
concentration is directly modeled even with a constant microscopic cross section. Complex
representation of microscopic cross section dependence serves to provide accuracy at the second
and third order level -even over an extended range of state variables, and provides modeling
flexibility for physical changes in fuel design (such as grid material or grid volume changes).

The cross section modeling process described is complex and was designed to be a one-time
event. Sufficient modeling flexibility was designed in to preclude the need for core designers to
perform cross section modeling in addition to core design work. Over the 14 years since the G-
factor strategy was developed, few changes have been made. These changes have been
predominantly to extend capabilities rather than revise strategy. One such change was the
addition of cross section data to model use of Hafnium rods for reactor vessel fluence
suppression.

An important component of cross section modeling is the verification that the cross section
representation is accurate and robust. Part of the G-factor development process involved
comparison of PDQ single assembly model eigenvalues to CE.LL-2 using a wide range of state
variables and burnup. A goal of matching reactivity within 100 pcm was usually met for cases
using unrodded fuel (the only comparison to a pin cell model that can be made accurately). In
addition, comparisons to KENO calculations were made for fresh fuel over a wide range of state
variables, with and without control rods and BP rods. The KENO benchmarking / normalization
loop is shown in Figure 2-1 of VEP-NAF-1.

The "crod' isotope is one of the pseudo-nuclides mentioned above. Because CELL-2 is a pin
cell model and cannot properly represent control rod insertion, control rod macroscopic cross
sections were obtained from a KENO model. These cross sections include not only the primary
effect of a change in macroscopic absorption, but also the net change in fuel macroscopic cross
sections (including removal and fission). In order to overlay these macroscopic changes on the
fuel cross sections, the control rod insertion is treated as the addition of a nuclide named "crod"
with a number density of 1.0. The macroscopic cross section changes are represented in tables as
microscopic cross sections. When multiplied by the crod number density of 1.0, the full
macroscopic effect of the rod insertion is obtained. This model also makes possible an
approximate modeling of fractional control rod insertion (insertion into only part of a node
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axially) by specifying a volume weighted value for the crod nuclide. For insertion into the top
half of a node, the crod nuclide number density is set to 0.5 in that node. Because the crod
number density and cross sections are non-physical for a microscopic model, the crod nuclide is
specified as non-depleting.

NRC PDO OUESTION 4

Table 3.2 of this submittal lists the existing nuclear reliability factors and the PDQ Two Zone
nuclear uncertainly factors (NUF). Please discuss the methodology used to calculate each of the
PDQ NUF values, and indicate when NRC approval was obtained.

DOMINION RESPONSE TO OUESTION 4

VEP-FRD- 19A (The PDQ 07 Discrete Model, SER dated May 18, 1981) and VEP-FRD45A
(VEPCO Nuclear Design Reliability Factors, SER dated August 5, 1982) are two NRC approved
references relevant to a discussion of nuclear reliability factor methodology.

In VEP-FRD-19A, a total of four cycles of data (startup physics measurements, flux map data,
and boron letdown curves) were provided for comparison between predictions and
measurements. Overall averages of vendor code differences (measured versus predicted) were
also presented. No statistical methodology was used. In the conclusion section, results were
stated to be "predicted typically within' the following percentages:

* Assembly average power, 2% standard deviation
* Peak FAllH 2.5%
• Assembly average burnup, 2.5%
* Critical soluble boron concentration, 30 ppm
* Boron worth, 3%
* Integral control rod worth, 6%

The SER for VEP-FRD-19A restates these values and provides the following assessment, which
indicates the acceptability of using "sufficient examples" which support reasonable uncertainties:

"We have reviewed the data presented to support the conclusions regarding the uncertainties in
the calculated results. We conclude the sufficient examples of comparisons between calculation
and measurement to permit the evaluation of calculational uncertainties. We concur with the
particular values of uncertainties given in the topical report and repeated in Section I above. "

In VEP-FRD-45A, a more statistically rigorous method was used to derive the NUF/NRF for the
total peaking factor Fr. Flux map data processed by the INCORE code was used to compare
measured and predicted peak pin power in monitored fuel assemblies. Comparisons were made
conservatively at points axially mid-way between spacer grids (PDQ does not model the grid
depressions or the between grid power peaking) for assemblies of greater than average power.
Flux maps from three cycles were included in the data.

The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test (the D test) was used to assess the assumption of normality for
the percent difference data. The assumption of normality was found to be acceptable for the
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pooled data for each of the three cycles based on the results of the D test. A one-sided upper
tolerance limit was defined as:

TL=X+(KxS)

where K is the one sided tolerance factor for 95% probability and a 95% confidence level
(95/95). X is the mean and S is the standard deviation of the % difference data. VEP-FRD-45A
references USNRC Regulatory Guide 1.126, Rev. 1 (March 1978) as a source for values of K
based on sample size. The NUF was defined as:

NUF= 1 + (TLJIOO)

For example, if the value of TL is 10%, the NUF is 1.10. The NRF is then set to conservatively
bound the NUF. A discussion of this methodology may be found in Sections 3.1, 3.2, and 3.3 of
VEP-FRD-45A. The statistical approach was only used for the FQ NRF. As stated in the SER:

"Only the total peaking factor NRF is derived from comparisons of predicted and measured
power distributions. The NRFs for the first four parameters are derived from analytical
engineering arguments"

"Wefind this reliability factor to be acceptable, based on comparisons with the uncertainties
which have been obtained with other currently approved design methods."

"Sufficient information is presented in the report to permit a knowledgeable person to
conclude that the NRFs established by Vepco for the Doppler coefficient, the delayed neutron
parameters, and the total peaking factor are conservative and acceptable."

The SER therefore considers engineering arguments, statistical data from comparisons of
measurements and predictions, and consistency with uncertainty factors approved for other codes
to be valid methods of assessing the adequacy of reliability factors. I The PDQ Two Zone model
NU~s were determined based on a similar combination of comparison tor measured data,
statistical treatment of the comparisons where appropriate, analytical engineering arguments, and
comparisons to reliability factors obtained with other approved models. Because VEP-NAF-1
contains comparisons with 31 operating cycles of measured data. there is greater reliance on
statistical treatment of the differences than was possible in the previous reports. Dominion
concurs with the use of these methods for determining appropriate reliability factors, and
believes that the data presented in VEP-NAF-1 is sufficient to support use -of the reliability
factors indicated.

One issue that arises in VEP-NAF-l is-the treatment of data for which the hypothesis of
normality is rejected (based on the D -test). The non-parametric method of Sommerville
described and referenced in USNRC Regulatory Guide 1.126, Rev. 1 was used for such samples
to construct a 95195 one-sided upper tolerance limit. This method effectively requires sorting of
the data by sign and magnitude and choosing the ri' value from the sorted list starting from the
most non-conservative value (n=l). The value of n is based on the sample size and is applicable
for sample sizes of 60 or greater. The Tables below indicate for each NUF the-method used to
derive the NLF, associated statistics, and any special considerations used.
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NUF Derivation Methods
Parameter Primary NUF Comments

technique(s)
Control Rod Worth - Statistics use comparisons to measured rod worth data from 31 cycles of startup physics
Integral worth, Statistical tests. Assessment of impact of reactivity computer bias included. NRF of 1.10 supported
individual banks with or without accounting for reactivity computer contribution to uncertainty.
Control Rod Worth -
Integral worth, all banks argunents The cumulative bank uncertainty is bounded by the individual bank uncertainty.
combinedarmet

Engineering A qualitative assessment of 14 plots of measured and predicted differential rod worth from
Differential Bank Worth arguments I cycles (startup physics testing) was performed. All plots are included in the report. This

is similar to the treatment used in VEP-FRD-24A for the FLAME model.
Statistics use comparisons to critical boron measurements from startup physics testing as

Critical Boron Statistical well as post-outage restarts during each cycle. Conclusions are supported qualitatively by
Concentration HFP boron letdown curves (measured and predicted) from 30 operating cycles included in

the report.
Statistics use comparisons to boron worth measurements from startup physics testing. Due to

Differential Boron Statistical and a proportionally large contribution from measurement uncertainty, comparison statistics
Worth Engineering alone do not lead to a physically reasonable NRF. Engineering arguments were used toarguments assess the level of measurement uncertainty and to support a reasonable NRF via indirect

evidence (primarily critical boron concentration).
Statistics use comparisons to isothermal temperature coefficient measurements from startup

Moderator Temperature physics testing. There is a relatively small Doppler component included, but the range of
Coefficient Statistical measured ITCs (-14 to +3 pcml°F) ensures that the comparison is valid for determining MTC

uncertainty. Any uncertainty contribution from the Doppler component is included in the
statistics.

FAH Statistical Statistics use comparisons to measured FAH from incore flux maps for assemblies of greater
than average relative power.
Statistics use comparisons to measured FQ from incore flux maps for assemblies of greater

FQ Statistical than average relative power.

ECP critical boron predictions (effectively an observation of consistency between HFP and

Doppler Temperature or Engineering HZP critical boron agreement) are mentioned as indirect evidence supporting the NRF
Power Coefficient Arguments determined for previous models (1.10). Arguments in VEP-ERD45A remain the primary

basis for this NRF. Because it was not explicitly treated for the Two Zone model, this NRF
is not listed in the report.
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-_________________ _____________ NUF Derivation Methods (Continued)

Parameter tehniues . Comments
_______________technique~s) ________________________________

Effective Delayed Arguments in VEP-FRD-45A remain the basis for these NRFs. Because they were not
Neutron Fraction and None explicitly treated for the Two Zone model, these NRFs are not listed in the report.
Prompt Neutron__ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_________________________ Additional Information for Statistically Derived NUIF Data

Standard
Number of Standard Normnallty Devlation re~ value

Parameter Meanb rvahmsDeviatlon asurmed? MultiplIer (n)

Control Rod Worth - ntegral worth, 157 1.0% 4.5% Yes 1.88 N/A
individual banks (raw data) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Crititcal Boron Concentration 54 6.3 ppm 20.0 ppm Yes 2.05 N/A
Differential Boron Worth (raw data) 30 -0.3% 4.4% No N/A N/A

Isothermal Temperature Coefficient 57, -0.8 pcn?'F 0.96 pcnP No N/A 1
Fe&H (North Anna) 1479 0.1% 1.9% No N/A 60
F&H (Surry data) 1878 0.0% 1.7% No N/A 78
Fgfforth Anna), 9046 -2.2% 28NoN/A 401
Pg (Suffy data) 9372 -2.6% 3.0% No N/A 416

Notes:
1)
2)

Difference is defined as Measured - Predicted or as (Measured - Predicted)/Measured.
The W test (Shapiro and Wilk) for normality was used for the differential boron worth because the sample size was too small for the D
test. A physically realistic uncertainty factor could not be developed based on this non-normal small sample, therefore indirect evidence
was presented in the Topical Report in support of the DBW NRF.
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NRC PDO OUESTION 5

Please discuss how the measured data used for statistical comparison to the PDQ Two Zone predicted
values were obtained. How were uncertainties in the measured data addressed in the statistical analyses?

DOMINION RESPONSE TO OUESTION 5

Measured data is routinely collected as part of plant operations. Sources of measured data for VEP-
NAF-I include startup physics testing, daily critical boron concentration measurements, criticality
condition data, and flux maps (from both startup physics testing and monthly peaking factor
surveillance). Much of the data is summarized in a Startup Physics Test Report published following
each initial core load or refueling and in a Core Performance Report published following the end of each
cycle. The Table below indicates the source of each measured value and an indication of the
measurement technique involved.

Measured Source Techniques Involved
Parameter

Control Rod Startup physics testing Dilution (periodic reactivity computer measurements
Worth - Integral (HZP) during a controlled boron dilution) and rod swap (swap
bank worth of the test bank with a reference bank previously

measured by dilution).
Control Rod Startup physics testing Dilution.
Worth - (HZP)
Differential bank
worth
Critical boron Startup physics testing RCS samples are measured by chemical titration.
concentration (HZP), daily boron Multiple measurements are used during startup physics

measurements (HFP), testing.
ECP procedure (used
for mid-cycle return to
critical; HZP)

Differential Boron Startup physics testing Derived from measured reference bank worth and the
Worth (HZP) ARO and reference bank inserted critical boron

concentrations. Boron concentrations are measured by
chemical titration.

Isothermal Startup physics testing Reactivity computer measurements during controlled
Temperature (HZP) temperature change at HZP.
Coefficient

FAH, FQ In-core flux maps Flux maps in this report are taken with movable incore
detectors and transformed into measured power
distributions using the INCORE code. Maps were taken
during startup physics testing (typically <5% power,
-30% power, -70% power, and -100% power) and
monthly throughout the cycle (typically near HFP).

Measurement uncertainty is inherently and conservatively included in the differences between measured and predicted quantities.
NUFs and NRFs derived from such comparisons effectively attribute any measurement uncertainty present to model predictive
uncertainty. This type of Straw' comparison data supports all NRFs derived in this report, with the exception of the differential
boron worth NRF. Only in the case of the differential boron worth NRF is it necessary to address the effects of measurement
uncertainty to support the NRF.
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NOMAD Code Model Review, Topical Report VEP-NFE-1-A. Supplement 1, "VEPCO NOMAD
Code and Model," VEPCO Submittal dated Novcemver 13,1996

NRC NOMAD OUESTION 1

By letter dated December 2, 2002, VEPCO stated that the accuracy of the NOMAD model is verified
each cycle during startup physics testing and during routine core follow. Please provide representative
results from a recent refueling outage (comparisons between the startup physics test data and the
NOMAD predictions) that demonstrate the accuracy of this model.

DOMINION RESPONSE TO OUESTION 1

Verification of NOMAD accuracy comes primarily by extension through comparison to PDQ Two Zone
model (Topical Report VEP-NAF-1) predictions during the NOMAD model setup process (see also the
response to questions 3 and 7). The NOMAD model setup procedure provides specific power
distribution and reactivity acceptance criteria for these comparisons that must be met. There are,
however, a few direct comparisons to startup physics test data that can be made. The following results
are from the NIC16 startup physics tests in October 2001.

NIC16 STARTUP PHYSICS TESTING RESULTS (October, 2001)

Parameter Measured Predicted Difference Nuclear Reliability

Critical Boron Concentration 1405 1429 24 ±50 ppm -
(HFP. ARO, EQ XE) ppm ________ __-.__%__

1HEP ARO EQ XE Axial Offset -2.5 -3.0 -05% NIA

N1C16 Flux Map 3 (100% Power ARO) F(Z)
Measued verus NOMAD (Excluding 2.5% Grid Factor)

I 0.900

4& 0.700

IL

O 9 18 27 31 45 54 63 72 Al 90 99 108 117 126 135 144
AxIal PosItIon (Olstance from bottom o c-mn, Inches)
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NRC NOMAD QUESTION 2

There do not appear to be any limitations or restrictions associated with the use of NOMAD as described
in this submittal. Please justify that NOMAD is applicable over all ranges of operation expected for
North Anna and Surry.

DOMINION RESPONSE TO OUESION 2

NOMAD is by design constrained by the limitations of the PDQ Two Zone Model. All cycle-dependent
NOMAD input data comes from the PDQ Two Zone model, and the quality control process used to
verify the NOMAD model for each core involves comparison to PDQ Two Zone model predictions.
Therefore NOMAD should have the same restrictions and limitations as listed for the PDQ Two Zone
model. The PDQ Two Zone model is restricted according to the following characteristics:

1) Geometry
a) Square pitch fuel (cylindrical fuel pellets and rods)
b) l5xl5 or 17xl7 design
c) 5x5 mesh blocks per assembly (x-y)
d) 26 axial nodes (22 in the fuel region)
e) 1' core or full core representation

2) Fuel Material
a) Low enriched UO2 (4.6 w/o U235 or less)

i) Cores with fuel up to 4.45 w/o have been successfully modeled to date
ii) Cross section behavior (enrichment trends and fidelity to CELL2) has been checked

up to 4.6 w/o U23i for burnups up to 76 GWDJT.
b) Fuel pin burnup of approximately 70 GWDfr has been achieved in PDQ Two Zone

designed cores as part of a high burnup demonstration program.
3) Burnable poisons

a) Discrete rods inserted into fuel assembly guide thimbles
i) Both annular borosilicate glass and solid B4C in alumina designs have been well

predicted throughout many cycles of operation
ii) Both SS304 and zirconium based cladding has been used

b) Modeling flexibility has been demonstrated for BP configuration (number of fingers,
boron enrichment, poison length, and poison stack axial alignment)

4) Control rods
a) Ag-In-Cd rods with stainless steel clad (extensive validation and experience)
b) Hf metal rods in zirconium based clad have been used for vessel fluence reduction in

Surry Unit 1
5) Fuel assembly

a) Modeling flexibility has been demonstrated for Inconel and zirconium based grids of
various designs and sizes

There are no current plans for fuel design, core design, or operating strategy changes that would exceed
the design characteristics outlined above. There are fuel products in use in the industry which would be
technically possible but impractical to model in the PDQ Two Zone and NOMAD models (such as fuel
with integral poisons). No further development is planned for PDQ and NOMAD. In addition, the
simplicity of the NOMAD control rod cross section model requires normalization for low temperature
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use (significantly below 547 T). This precaution is listed in the NOMAD Code Manual. There are no
current uses for NOMAD at low temperatures.

NRC NOMAD QUESTION 3

Please discuss the user-defined tolerances used in the Radial Buckling Coefficient model, including how
they are calculated and used in the model. Also discuss the process in place that ensures that correct
values are calculated and entered into the model by the user.

DOMINION RESPONSE TO QUESTION 3

The great majority of radial buckling effects are automatically captured (without any user intervention)
via the data handling routines that collapse the 3-D PDQ Two Zone model data into l-D NOMAD data.
Design procedures indicate that reactivity -agreemnt within 250 pcin of PDQ (HZP and {FP from
BOC-EOC) is normally achieved using the "raw" (pre-buckling search) NOMAD model. Axial offset
agreement within 2% is also typical. The buckling search can therefore be thought of as the means of
capturing second and third order effects.

User defined tolerances control the rate and degree of convergence of the radial buckling search.
Convergence is determined automatically in NOMAD by comparison of the NOMAD eigenvalue, peak
nodal power, and individual node powers to the corresponding PDQ Two Zone values.- Design
procedures specify a standard set of convergence tolerances for use in the NOMAD model setup and
review. Design procedures also require independent review of each NOMAD model setup prior to use in
the core design process.

L The values of the standard tolerance set are based on experience with previous NOMAD model setups
(in particular the models which produced the benchmark data in Supplement I to VEP-NFE-AA) and
represent the level of convergence normally achievable for a correctly constructed NOMAD model.
These values were set -at a level that would assure convergence consistent with -Supplement I models,
that would assure convergence as tight as reasonably achievable, but that could result in occasional
minor non-convergence events.

If convergence is not achieved for a particular case, a warning message is printed that prompts a review
of the model setup. One option available to the user is to change the rate of convergence (by changing

_ the relaxation parameters) to reduce the chance of overshoot or undershoot. Cases of non-convergence
are evaluated according to which parameter failed to converge and the degree of non-convergence
involved. A large violation of a convergence tolerance is a good indication of a model error. Based on
prior experience, non-convergence incidents are rare and of very small magnitude. Documentation for
the most recent NOMAD model setups for North Anna and Surry indicates that convergence was
achieved within the standard tolerances using the standard relaxation parameters.

There are other user-adjustable buckling parameters that are provided to accommodate the fact that the
automated buckling search is only performed at HFP. Parameters are provided to improve axial offset
and reactivity agreement between NOMAD and PDQ for lower power levels. In essence, these factors
control the portion of the buckling search adjustments that are retained as power is reduced. Once again,
a standard -set of values is provided for use in the design procedures based on prior model setup
experience. The adequacy of the standard values is verified directly by comparison of NOMAD and
PDQ results at low power during the model setup process. A review of the history of NOMAD model
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setups revealed only one change to the standard values that has been implemented in order to meet the
model acceptance criteria. Guidance for achieving an acceptable NOMAD model, including the user
actions described above are incorporated in design procedures.

NRC NOMAD QUESTION 4

The xenon model in NOMAD allows a user-supplied multiplier to be applied to the xenon or iodine
production terms. Please discuss the purpose of this multiplier and how the value is determined. Also
discuss the process in place that ensures that correct values are calculated and entered into the model by
the user.

DOMINION RESPONSE TO OUESTION 4

Iodine and xenon production multipliers were included in the NOMAD model for investigative purposes
and possible future applications, but were never incorporated into the normal model design process.
There are no current uses for these multipliers. Design procedures specify a value of 1.0 for these
values. The xenon model requires very little user intervention and is verified by direct comparison to
PDQ xenon concentration and xenon offset. Design procedures require independent review of each
NOMAD model setup prior to use in the core design process.

NRC NOMAD QUEST1ON 5

The Control Rod Model requires several user input constants or multipliers. Please discuss the purpose
of these user inputs, and the methods used to determine their values. Also discuss the process in place
that ensures that correct values are calculated and entered into the model by the user.

DOMINION RESPONSE TO OUESTION 5

The Control Rod Model is very similar to the Radial Buckling Coefficient model in that a large majority
of the NOMAD control rod information is obtained automatically from PDQ via data processing codes
without any user-adjustable input. For the remaining effects, user input constants are provided in each
of the following four categories:

A) Cusping corrections
B) Second order temperature or density effects
C) Geometry data (physical control rod overlap)
D) Worth normalization

The control rod cusping model accounts for the approximation made for control rod insertions in which
the rodded/unrodded axial boundary occurs between nodal boundaries (partial insertions). For partial
insertions NOMAD volume weights the control rod effects and applies the weighted values over the
entire node. Without cusping corrections, the differential control rod worth shape exhibits a sawtooth
behavior as the control rods are inserted in small steps. The cusping model corrects for this effect using
two alternate approximations. The first alternative recognizes that the degree of cusping is a function of
node size and insertion fraction. The second recognizes that the degree of cusping is a function of the
local power gradient and insertion fraction. User input allows for the use and scaling of either
alternative. Although cusping is not a significant practical problem due to the relatively small node size
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in NOMAD, standard input factors determined during the development of NOMAD were shown to
significantly reduce the magnitude of cusping. These factors have not been changed since their
development because neither the control rod type nor the NOMAD mesh structure have changed.
Design procedures specify use of the recommended values for NOMAD model setup.

6.~~

In the HZP-HFP operating range, control rod cross sections do not -vary significantly. The small
variation that exists is approximated by linear coefficients of moderator temperature or density. Based
on PDQ Two Zone model control rod cross section data, a standard set of coefficients were developed
during NOMAD development. These coefficients have not been changed because the control rod design

L has not changed. Design procedures specify use of the recommended values for NOMAD model setup.
In the event of a control rod design change, detailed calculations are referenced in the design procedure
that provide the techniques used to calculate these parameters.

User input is provided for the control rod ARO position and the normal operation control rod overlap.
This input is based on actual core operating limits and specifications set each cycle.

The final element of the control rod model is the ability to normalize bank worth to the PDQ Two Zone
value. Although NOMAD was designed to produce acceptable control rod worth results without
normalizing to PDQ, normalization is performed routinely for many design calculations to eliminate any
difference between PDQ and NOMAD. In this way, calculations involving data from both models is
completely consistent. In addition, normalization permits the modeling of non-physical part-length rods
that are used to conservatively skew the axial power shape for certain types of calculation. Design
procedures provide specific normalization instructions for each type of calculation. Design procedures
also require independent review of each NOMAD model setup prior to use in the core design process.

NRC NOMAD QUESTION 6

In the FQ(Z) x relative power calculations, a correction factor for gids is applied. Please discuss the
method used to calculate these correction factors. Discuss how the correction factors change as the
location of interest moves away from a grid location and provide typical values for these correction
factors as a function of axial location.
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DOMINION RESPONSE TO QUESTION 6

The grid factor is a constant multiplier of 1.025 that is conservatively applied to all axial locations rather
than just between grids. The magnitude was retained from previous models but can be justified both
qualitatively and quantitatively. A qualitative example is the power shape plot below. This is the same
plot presented in the answer to NOMAD question 1, except that the grid factor has been applied. The
predicted power shape effectively bounds the measured shape in this example, demonstrating that for
this core and at this time in life, the grid factor is conservative.

N1 CIS Flux Map 3 (100% Power ARO) F(Z)
Measured versus NOMAD (including 2.5% Grid Factor)

12

1.1

i 0.9

0.
I
* 0.7

I 0.8

0.5

0.4

0.3
0 9 18 27 35 45 54 83 72 81 90 99 103 117 126 135 144

Axial PositIon (Distance from bottom of core, Inches)

Quantitatively, the grid factor can be determined from the mean of the Fz data presented in Table 3.0.3
of VEP-NFE-IA Supplement 1. Both the measured and predicted Pz shapes are normalized to an
average value of 1.0 by definition. The Fz mean in Table 3.0.3 is the average difference between
NOMAD and measured Fz at positions mid-way between grids for flux map data acquired during five
different cycles. These are the axial positions where the NOMAD model exhibits the greatest degree of
under-prediction due to the effect of the grids on the measured power shape. The mean difference of -
2.4% is consistent with the magnitude of the NOMAD grid factor (1.025 or 2.5%).
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NRC NOMAD OUESTION 7

Regarding the method of qualifying the NOMAD model, please address why data from only a few select
operating cycles for North Anna, Unit 1, and Surly, Unit 2, were chosen for benchmarking purposes.
Are the number of data points used for the various 'verifications adequate for a statistically significant
decision?

DOMINION RESPONSE TO OUESTION 7

Unlike the PDQ Two Zone model, NOMAD is not developed sequentially by building on the depletion
from the previous cycle. NOMAD is set up directly from the PDQ Two Zone model. Consequently,
there was not a NOMAD model- available for each historical cycle as a result of the development
process. The primary use of NOMAD is for FAC (Final Acceptance Criteria) or RPDC (Relaxed Power
Distribution Control) modeling, which involves the use of load follow transient axial power shapes.

-- With this in mind, the cycles presented were chosen based on three criteria: -

1) Availability of measured operational transient data.
2) Representation of the full range of cycle designs for Surry and North Anna.
3) Quantity of data similar to or greater than presented for the approved NOMAD model

documented in VEP-NFE-IA.

The following Table summarizes the cycles used to support conclusions in VEP-NFE-IA and in
Supplement 1.

Parameter VEP-NFE-lA Cycles Supplement 1 Cydes
Startup Physics NIC2, NIC3, NIC4, N2C2, NIC3, NIC6, NIC9, S2C2,
Measurements SJC6, SIC? S2CI1, S2C13
Operational Transients NIC2, NIC3 NIC3, NJC6, N1C9, S2C2,

S2CI , NCI I
Flux Maps (Fz and FQ NIA* NIC3, NlC6, NICI 1, S2C2,
comparisons) S2C13
Estimated Critical Position N/A NIC9, S2CI I, S2C13
(ECP; Mid-cycle HZP
criticality measurements) ._.___._- __

FAC Analysis N2C2, NIC4 (Verbal - S2C13 (Graphical comparison
description of comparison to to approved NOMAD model
vendor model results) Fo envelope)

RPDC N(Z) N/A (Pre-RPDC) N CI I (Graphical
comparison to approved
NOMAD model N(Z)

.___ ____ ___ ____ ____ ___ ._____ ___ .function)

* BOC Fz plots were provided for 5 cycles (NIC2, NIC3, NIC4, N2C2, and SIC6)
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As shown in the Table, Supplement I provides more NOMAD verification information than did the
approved NOMAD Topical Report VEP-NFE-IA. There is no direct development of reliability factors
in VEP-NFE-IA and no discussion of specific NOMAD reliability factors in the SER. The NOMAD
SER cites comparisons to measurements, comparisons to higher order calculations (FLAME and PDQ),
and the NOMAD normalization process as reasons for the approval. In particular, the normalization of
NOMAD to FLAME is mentioned as a means of ensuring agreement with higher order calculations.
NOMAD therefore was implicitly considered to share reliability factors with the models to which it is
normalized.

The enhanced NOMAD model described in Supplement 1 can be supported based on this normalization
argument and based on statistical comparisons to measured data. Design procedures specify these
acceptance guidelines (comparison to PDQ Two Zone model predictions) to be met to support the
conclusion that a NOMAD model has been set up properly:

1) Peak nodal power within 0.5% (HFP depletion)
2) All nodal powers within 2.5% (HFP depletion)
3) Equilibrium Xenon concentration within 0.5% (BOC and EOC)
4) Xenon offset within 0.2%
5) Axial offset within 2% (BOC-EOC, HZP and HFP)
6) Reactivity within 10 pcm (BOC-EOC, HFP)
7) Total power defect within 100 pcrn (BOC, MOC, EOC)
8) HFP fuel temperature within 10 OR (BOC and EOC)
9) Calculation specific rod worth normalization

Because of these normalization requirements and the designed-in close connection between NOMAD
and the 3D PDQ Two Zone model, the PDQ reliability factors (based on far more data) can be extended
to the NOMAD model. This is analogous to the extension of FLAME reliability factors to the approved
NOMAD version.

Although the number of observations in the measurement comparison data presented in Supplement 1 is
not in all cases sufficient for a statistics-based determination of NOMAD uncertainty factors, the data
presented is sufficient to demonstrate consistency with PDQ Two Zone Model comparisons. The
conclusion in Supplement 1 that "comparison of NOMAD uncertainty factors to Nuclear Reliability
Factors... verify... the applicability of the NRF's for NOMAD calculations" is not clearly qualified to
indicate that the only parameters for which NOMAD uncertainty factors were directly statistically
developed in Supplement I are Fz and FQ. For other parameters, a better characterization is that
comparison of NOMAD results to Nuclear Reliability Factors verify the accuracy of the NOMAD
model and the applicability of the NRFs for NOMAD calculations.

For Fz and FQ, a total of 134 observations were available for both, and the derived FQ uncertainty factor
is nearly identical to that calculated for the PDQ model (6.9% versus PDQ values of 6.7% for North
Anna and 7.2% for Sunry). The FQ NRF of 1.075 conservatively bounds all these values.

The Table below compares PDQ Two Zone model and NOMAD statistics (differences between model
predictions and measurements) for other parameters. PDQ statistics are contained in Topical Report
VEP-NAP-1. Note that for critical boron and ITC, the sign of the NOMAD mean has been changed to
reflect different definitions used in the respective reports and allow appropriate comparison to PDQ
results. The range of NOMAD differences is bounded by the range of PDQ model differences, and the
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L NOMAD standard deviations are similar to or smaller than the corresponding PDQ standard deviations.
The moans show more variation, but are reasonable considering the sample sizes and the relative
magnitude of the standard deviations. The comparison supports a conclusion that the PDQ Two Zone
model reliability factors are appropriate for use with the closely related NOMAD modeL Note that only
the un-normalized (raw) rod worth results were presented in Supplement 1. The Table below also
includes the normalized rod worth results (see the response to NOMAD question 5).
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Comparison of NOMAD and PDQ Statistical Data

Parameter Model Number of MeanStandard Maximum Mnimumobservations Deviation

PDQ 95 1.8% 4.2% 11.5% -11.3%

Cotiol od Wortb-Rdd Swap NOMAD (raw)25 2.99% 5.1% 11.4% -7.8%

NOMAD 25 -0.1% 4.5% 7.6% -8.1%

PDQ 62 -0.2% 4.8% 10.7% -9.9%

Control Rod Worth - Dilution NOMAD(raw) 7 -0.6% 4.4% 7.1% -6.7%

NOMAD 7 0.8% 4.1% 7.2% -3.5%
(normalized)

PDQ 30 -0.3 4.4% 7.4% -6.1%
Boron Worth

NOMAD 6 -2.2% 2.3% 1.4% -4.1%

HZP Critcal Boro PDQ 54 6 ppm 20 ppm 58 ppm -30 ppm

Coucentra~on NOMAD 13 21 ppm 17 ppm 36 ppm -17 ppm

PDQ 57 -0.8 1.0 2. 6 -2.9
JIZP ITC (pm/,')

NOMAD 9 0.2 0.6 1.5 -0.
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NRC NOMAD OUESTION 8

Please discuss the methodology used to calculate each of the NOMAD NUF and indicate when
NRC approval was obtained.

DOMINION RESPONSE TO OUESTION 8

As indicated in the response to NOMAD question 7, the only parameters for which NOMAD
uncertainty factors were directly statistically developed in Supplement I are Fz and FQ. The
methodology is described briefly in Supplement 1, Section 3.1.4.1. This methodology is
ultimately rooted in VEP-FRD-45A (SER date August 5, 1982) and is the same as described for
the PDQ Two Zone model FQ NRF. The only difference is that only the peak FQ at each axial
level can be used for the l-D NOMAD comparisons rather than individual assembly FQ'S used
for the 3-D PDQ model comparisons. A full discussion of the comparison and statistical
methodology is provided in the response to PDQ question 4.

For all other parameters, uncertainty factors derived for other models were shown to be
reasonable for use with NOMAD. VEP-FRD-45A summarizes the reliability factors derived for
the PDQ Discrete model (VEP-FRD-19A, SER date May 18, 1981), the PDQ One Zone model
(VEP-FRD-20A, SER date May 20, 1981), and the FLAME model (VEP-FRD-24A, SER date
May 13, 1981). These same reliability factors were re-validated for the PDQ Two Zone model in
VEP-NAF-l. Most of the approved reliability factors summarized in VEP-FRD-45A were
approved not based on statistics, but on a combination of engineering arguments and consistency
with uncertainty factors approved for other models (see the response to PDQ question 4). This is
the approach taken in Supplement 1, except that more statistical data based on comparisons to
measured data have been provided than in the approved NOMAD Topical. Dominion concurs
with the use of these methods for determining appropriate reliability factors, and believes that the
data presented in Supplement I is sufficient to support use of the reliability factors indicated.

NRC NOMAD OUESTION 9

Please discuss how the measured data used for statistical comparison to the NOMAD predicted
values were obtained. How were uncertainties in the measured data addressed in the statistical
analyses?

DOMINION RESPONSE TO OUESTION 9

Please refer to the response to PDQ question 5. Plant transient data (not used for statistical
comparisons) was obtained either from plant computer records (delta-I based on ex-core
detectors, calorimetric power based on the plant computer heat balance calculations, and control
rod position indications) or from routine periodic measurements (critical boron concentration).
No corrections for measurement bias or uncertainty were applied to the plant transient data.
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