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Mr. Mark J. Logsdon, Project Manager
Nuclear Waste Consultants, Inc.
155 South Madison Street
Suite 306
Denver, Colorado 80209-3014

Dear Mr. Logsdon:

Mr. Fred Ross has reviewed the report, "Review of 40 CFR 191.15 and 191.16
Significant and Special Sources of Groundwater," submitted as communication 211,
assessing the existence of significant and special sources of groundwater
at the three high-level waste sites presently under consideration. Through his
review, Mr. Ross has determined that the report contains inconsistencies among
the three subcontractor's interpretations of the definition of special sources
of groundwater and that for one site, a misinterpretation of the definition of
special source of groundwater may have lead incorrectly to the conclusion that a
special source of groundwater is present.

As established by the EPA in 40 CFR 191, special sources of groundwater for
protection under 40 CFR 191.16 exist either within the controlled area or
within an area less than five kilometers beyond the controlled area. Therefore,
40 CFR 191 criteria for identifying special sources of groundwater apply to and
are limited to both these areas. Only the assessment of BWIP, by Terra Therma,
Inc., Is consistent with this concept of special sources of groundwater. The
conclusion by Daniel Stephens and Associates, Inc., that special sources of
groundwater are present at the Deaf Smith site, is based on water use in
communities well beyond five kilometers of the controlled area. The assessment
of NNWSI, by Water, Waste and Land, Inc., appears to consider only the
controlled area and their assessment contains insufficient information to
support their conclusion that no special sources of groundwater exist at the
site.

In light of the above, you are hereby requested to have Daniel Stephens and
Associates, Inc., and Water, Waste, and Land, Inc., reevaluate their
assessments of special sources of groundwater and amend them as necessary.
Mr. Ross has been in contact with Dr. Stephens informing him on this matter
and on how to proceed. A revised report should be submitted to the NRC within
30 days of receiving this letter. Should you have any questions please contact
Mr. Fred Ross at (301)427-4539.

88132287
MN Project: 11-10, 11, 16 NM Record File: D-1021 WM/o)c/ Reds

PDR yes IUR yes WW Mite
(Return to WM, 623-SS) /NS/tN.

8712160019 871117 POR
PDR WMRES EECNWCI UPDRt-"( 9e.)
D-1021 PDR Distribution:

(Returnt WM.123-SS_



NOV 1 7 1987
426.1/FR/10/16/87

-2-

The action taken by this letter is considered to be within the scope of the
current contract NRC-02-85-009. No changes to cost or delivery of contracted
products are authorized. Please notify me immediately if you believe that this
letter would result in a change to cost or delivery of contracted products.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey A. Pohle, Project Officer
Hydrology Section
Technical Review Branch
Division of High-Level Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards
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