NUCLEAR WASTE CONSULTANTS INC.
8341 So. Sangre de Cristo Rd., Suite 14
Littleton, Colorado 80127
(303) 973-7495

October 14, 1987

009/2.3/NWC.009
RS-NMS-85-009
Communication No. 205

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Division of Waste Management
Geotechnical Branch
MS 623-SS
Washington, DC 20555

Attention:
Re:

Mr. Jeff Pohle, Project Officer
Technical Assistance in Hydrogeology - Project B (RS-NMS-85-009)

USBM Report on Shaft Sinking at Hanford

Dear Mr. Pohle:
Nuclear Waste Consultants thought you would be interested in the enclosed.
Mr. Gerry Winter of Williams and Associates may have already sent you a copy
of the newspaper article from the August 30, 1987 edition of the Lewiston
Tribune. Following receipt of the article, NWC requested a copy of the letter
report (letter of D.R. Forshey, USBM, to R.E. Browning, NRC, dated August 19,
1987), which was forwarded to us by Mr. Ernie Corp of the U.S. Bureau of Mines
in Spokane.
If you have any questions about these materials, please contact Mark Logsdon
or me immediately.
Respectfully submitted,
EAR WASTE
NSULTANTS, INC.
Barbara Basse
Att: Copy of Lewsiton Tribune article of August 30, 1987
Letter from D.R. Forshey, USBM to R.E. Browning, NRC
cc:

US NRC - Director, NMSS (ATTN PSB)
HLWM(ATTN Division Director)
Mary Little, Contract Administrator
HLTR (ATTN Branch Chief)
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Sunday, August 30, 1987Lewiston Tribune3C

Engineer says Hanford
would fail dump test
Associated Press

SEATTLE

-

A

federal

mining engineer says the
Hanford nuclear reservation
would probably fail a key nuclear waste dump test, that a
3,300-foot shaft be leakproof.
"In terms of the repository,
I don't think the technology
exists to seal the shaft." said
Ernie Corp of the Spokane office of the U.S. Bureau of Mines.

He commented in a telephone interview after the bureau's report was released
Friday. Despite Corp's observations, however, the report
avoids the key issue of whether the shaft could be sealed to
isolating highly radioactive
wastes for 1,000 years.
"I was told ... we do not
address the question of a nuclear repository. We only address the feasibility of sinking
the shaft," said Corp.
His remarks put a new
twist on the bureau's report to
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission that it is "technically

feasible" to sink the shaft to
the 3.300-foot depth required
for the proposed dump. The
report was written by David
Forshey, a top bureau official. on Aug. 19.
Forshey did not return
phone calls Friday. Corp
drafted the letter and led the
research.
Hanford is one of three prospective sites for permanent
storage of the nation's nuclear wastes from commercial
nuclear power plants. The
others are in Texas and Nevada.
Hanford would be disqualified as a site for the nation's
first high-level nuclear waste
dump if it were shown radioactivity would seep to the surface from the 3,300-foot level
within 1.000 years.
Corp said drilling the shaft
would break rock formations
and probably let water carry
radioactive contaminants to
the surface.
"I think if anything is going
to disqualify the site, that's
it," said Corp.
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August 19, 1987
Mr. Robert E. Browning
Director
Division of High Level Waste Management
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555
Dear Mr. Browning:
We have completed the study requested by your office on the feasibility of
sinking a shaft to the Cohassett flow at the Hanford site. In reviewing the
geological, hydrological, and rock mechanics aspects of the site, it is the
Bureau's opinion that technology exists to safely sink a 3,300 ft shaft through
the basaltic lava flows of the Pasco Basin. Because of the possible adverse
water and ground conditions at the site, this opinion must be qualified in two
areas: (1) water inflows may not be preventable, thereby requiring removal by
pumping from the shaft bottom; and (2) there may be some limitations on shaft
diameter. In general, the technology exists to sink a shaft in almost any
location and physical condition. However, under the potential adverse water
condition at the Hanford site, the decision to sink a shaft will depend on
economic rather than technical feasibility.
In order of priority, the four major concerns in sinking a shaft at Hanford
are: water inflows, weak unstable ground, high horizontal rock stress, and a
potential for rock bursts. The Hanford site contains a major unconfined
aquifer at 650 feet of depth, and numerous confined aquifers existing in
interbeds and flow tops. Below the Hanford and Ringold sediments which contain
the unconfined aquifer, there are 5 interbeds and about 22 to 26 flow tops.
The permeable Vantage interbed is about 300 feet above the Cohassett flow which
ranges in depth from 2,992 feet to 3,255 feet below the surface. There are
also reports of some artesian flow conditions and the possibility of dissolved
methane gas in the water.
Under such water conditions, two methods of shaft sinking appear feasible:
large-hole drilling and conventional drill and blast with freezing and
pregrouting. Large-hole drilling using a mud-filled hole is probably the
preferred method in terms of economics and safety. A steel casing.can be
inserted in the completed shaft followed by grouting between the casing and the
wall rock. Artesian heads or high water flow rates may decrease the
effectiveness of the grout filling. This and temporary blockage of the rock
joints with drilling mud may prevent total vertical blockage of water flow.
State-of-the-art large-hole drilling technology may limit the size of the
shaft, and the sinking method suitable for the exploratory shafts may not be
suitable for larger diameter production shafts.
Conventional drill and blast shaft sinking is the most common method used for
large diameter shafts. Freezing of the upper unconfined aquifer would probably
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be required. Pregrouting and selective freezing using liquid nitrogen or cold
brine could be used at the lower confined aquifers. Expansion and subsequent
contraction of the rock joints during the freeze/thaw process could increase
the flow of water vertically through the surrounding rock. This may cause
inter-aquifer flow connections and increased flow at the shaft bottom. Some
deep gold mines of South Africa have water inflows of 40,000 gpm; and this
water is pumped to the surface with no resulting problems in ground stability
or safety.
Zones of weak rock, fractured and breciated pillow basalts, are the second
major concern in shaft sinking at Hanford. With water pressure potentials of
1,400 psi, these zones could wash out causing ground instability. This can be
alleviated by early detection of the zones and remedial grouting, or isolation
prior to shaft interception. High horizontal stress as evidenced by core
discing has been discussed as a concern. Also, a high horizontal to vertical
stress ratio (range of 2.3-2.7) has been cited as being indicative of rock
bursting. High stress is only important as it relates to the rock strength.
When stress exceeds rock strength, the rock will fail. Most rock failures are
nonviolent and are not classed as rock bursts. The brittleness of the rock,
its ability to store strain energy, the ratio of peak strength to residual
strength during failure, and the rate of mining are all factors that must be
considered in evaluating a rock's potential to burst. To assess this
potential, it is necessary to measure the post-failure stress-strain
characteristics of the rock.
In the deep mines of the Coeur d'Alene Mining District of North Idaho and the
gold fields of South Africa, it is common for the stresses around the periphery
of shafts or tunnels to exceed the strength of the rock. Failures for the most
part are nonviolent and installed supports safely and effectively control the
failed rock. In the Coeur d'Alene Mining District, deep shafts are routinely
located in areas where the horizontal to vertical stress ratio approaches two
with ground control problems routinely handled and bursting is generally not a
problem. If bursting should become a problem, the rock can be drilled and
fractured ahead of mining to relieve excessive stress buildup, although
prefracturing at Hanford may present difficulties with water control as
destress fracturing may increase the permeability of the rock mass. This may
not be desirable at Hanford because of the possibility that such prefracturing
may cause a preferential pathway for radionuclide migration. Also, the rate of
mining can be reduced to decrease the rate of energy release.
In summary, shaft sinking in the basalt flows at Hanford is technically
feasible. The largest problem confronting this shaft sinking operation is
water control. The interception of numerous aquifers will require the most
advanced methods in shaft sinking and water control technology. Other problems
such as ground control and rock bursting can be overcome much more easily.

Therefore, we believe the overall decision regarding shaft construction
feasibility must be shifted from the realm of technical feasibility to that of
economic feasibility.
Sincerely,

David R. Forshey
Assistant Director--Mining Research
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