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U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
One White Flint North
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

South Texas Project
Unit 1

Docket Nos. STN 50-498, STN 50-499
Licensee Event Report 03-004

Deviation from a Licensed Condition under 10CFR50.54(x)

Pursuant to 1 OCFR50.73, the South Texas Project submits the attached Unit 1 Licensee Event
Report 03-004 regarding the deviation from a license requirement under the allowance of
IOCFR50.54(x) on July 15, 2003. This event did not have an adverse effect on the health and
safety of the public.

There are no commitments in this correspondence.

If there are any questions on this submittal, please contact W. E. Mookhoek at (361) 972-7274 or
me at (361) 972-7849.

E. D. Halpin
Plant General Manager
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Regional Administrator, Region IV
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, Texas 76011-8064

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
One White Flint North
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

Richard A. Ratliff
Bureau of Radiation Control
Texas Department of Health
1100 West 49th Street
Austin, TX 78756-3189

Jeffrey Cruz
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. 0. Box 289, Mail Code: MN1 16
Wadsworth, TX 77483

A. H. Gutterman, Esquire
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

L. D. Blaylock
City Public Service

David H. Jaffe
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

R. L. Balcom
Texas Genco, LP

A. Ramirez
City of Austin

C. A. Johnson
AEP Texas Central Company

Jon C. Wood
Matthews & Branscomb

C. M. Canady
City of Austin
Electric Utility Department
721 Barton Springs Road
Austin, TX 78704
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W. E. Mookhoek, Licensing Engineer I 361-972-7274
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| YES {If yes compete SUBMISSION DATE} | X | NO l DATEUBMISSION
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16. ABSTRACT (Umit to 1400 spaces, I.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines)

On the morning of July 14, 2003 a Hurricane Warning for Hurricane Claudette was issued for the South Texas
Project site. Unit 1 was in a defueled state with all irradiated fuel in the Spent Fuel Pool. Unit 2 was operating in
Mode 1 at 100% power. On site weather conditions continued to deteriorate throughout the day of July 14 and
morning of July 15 as tropical storm conditions reached the site. The Perimeter Intrusion Detection System was
operating with higher than normal alarm rates due to the driving rain and high winds. At 0623 on July 15, 2003 as
conditions worsened the security officers performing outside duties were relieved from all exterior positions for their
safety due to high wind conditions. By 0840 on July 15, 2003 weather conditions had degraded to the point where
neither site personnel nor camera positions could assess alarms from the Perimeter Intrusion Detection System.
Very hazardous conditions existed outside of secure structures that precluded responding personnel to alarm
conditions. As a result the South Texas Project Unit 1 Shift Supervisor, a licensed senior operator, applied
10CFR50.54(x) to protect the health and safety of site personnel from the severe weather conditions. The
compensatory actions required by IOCFR73.51 (d)(3) for perimeter alarms were not performed. The loss of the
perimeter intrusion detection and assessment function resulted in the declaration of a Security Alert as defined in
the Safeguards Contingency Plan. A Security Alert directs the entry into the site Emergency Plan at the Unusual
Event level. The Shift Supervisor entered the Emergency Plan at 0855 on July 15, 2003 with the declaration of an
Unusual Event. At 1432, after the weather subsided the security force began recovery actions. All compensatory
positions were reestablished at 1454 on July 15, 2003. Testing of the intrusion detection and threat assessment
equipment and a search of all Vital and Protected areas were completed at 1616 on July 15, 2003. The site exited
the Security Alert and the Unusual Event at 1625 on July 15, 2003.
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Description Of Event

On the morning of July 14, 2003 a Hurricane Warning for Hurricane Claudette was issued for the South
Texas Project site. As a preparatory action the Unit 1 Shift Supervisor had discussions with the Security
Force Superintendent and other plant personnel to determine the proper regulatory actions need to protect
plant staff from the dangerous conditions caused by hurricane conditions on site. A plan was developed that
included the use of 10CFR50.54(x) when hazardous conditions prevented plant staff from responding to
alarms on the Perimeter Intrusion Detection System (IDS). Unit 1 was in a defueled state at the time with all
irradiated fuel stored in the Spent Fuel Pool. Unit 2 was operating normally in Mode 1 at 100% power.
Weather conditions continued to deteriorate throughout July 14 and 15 as tropical storm conditions reached
the site. The IDS was operating with higher than normal alarm rates due to the driving rain and high winds.
At 0623 on July 15, 2003 as conditions worsened the security officers performing outside duties were
relieved from all exterior positions for their safety due to high wind conditions. By 0840 on July 15, 2003
weather conditions had degraded to the point where neither site personnel nor camera positions could
assess alarms from the IDS. Very hazardous conditions existed outside of secure structures that precluded
responding personnel to alarm conditions. In accordance with the predetermined plan the South Texas
Project Unit 1 Shift Supervisor, a licensed senior operator, applied 1 OCFR50.54(x) to protect the health and
safety of site personnel from the tropical storm conditions. Personnel would no longer respond to alarms
from the IDS as required by lOCFR73.51(d)(3). The loss of the IDS and assessment ability function resulted
in the declaration of a Security Alert as defined in the South Texas Project Safeguards Contingency Plan.

The declaration of a Security Alert by the Security Force Supervisor is an entry condition into the site
Emergency Plan at the Unusual Event level. In accordance with site procedures the Unit 1 Shift Supervisor
entered the Emergency Plan at 0855 on July 15, 2003 with the declaration of an Unusual Event. After the
severe weather conditions subsided the Security Force Supervisor performed a preliminary walk-down of the
protected area at 1330 to verify that hazardous conditions no longer existed and personnel could safely
return to duties outside secure buildings. At 1432 on July 15, 2003, after the weather subsided, the security
force began recovery actions. All compensatory positions were reestablished by 1454 on July 15, 2003. A
search of the Protected Area and Vital Areas was started at 1508 on July 15, 2003 and completed
satisfactorily by 1616. Testing of the intrusion detection and threat assessment equipment were also
completed at 1616 on July 15, 2003. The site exited the Security Alert and the Unusual Event at 1625 on
July 15, 2003.

Event Significance

There were no adverse safety or radiological consequences associated with this event. The Protected Area
barriers remained intact throughout the event.

A reduction of security effectiveness occurred when the security officers performing compensatory duties
were prevented from performing these duties by hazardous weather conditions. However, a search of the
Protected and Vital areas was completed and no unauthorized material or personnel were identified. The
IDS performed as designed and was limited by environmental conditions only.

This event is reportable pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(iXC), 10CFR50.73(aX2)(iii), and 10CFR73.71(d).
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Causes of the Event

The root cause of the event was a hurricane that effected the South Texas Project site.

Corrective Actions

1. All compensatory positions were reestablished by 1454 on July 15, 2003.

2. A search of the Protected Area and Vital Areas was completed satisfactorily by 1616.

3. Testing of the intrusion detection and threat assessment equipment was completed at 1616 on July 15,
2003.

The IDS performed as designed during this event No actions will be taken to prevent recurrence.

Generic Implications

None

Additional Information

There have been no previous instances where 10CFR50.54(x) have been applied due to severe weather
conditions at the South Texas Project.


