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Dear Dr. Jacobs: A-x?g-

SUBJECT: CONTRACT NO...NRC-50-19-03-01, FIN B-0287, ORNL NO. 41-37-54-92-04,
\_ "TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN GEOCHEMISTRY" SEPTEMBER (1986) MONTHLY
PROGRESS REPORT

I have reviewed the September monthly progress report dated October 9, 1986.
Based on my review, I have the following comments.

Task 1 Basalt Geochemical Technical Assistance:
° Progress to date is satisfactory.
° ORNL review of The Effect of Basalt on the Release of Tc(99),
Np(237) and Pu(239) from Borosilicate Glass Under Hydrothermal

Conditions (SD-BWI-TI-190, 1983) was received. If I have any
comments, I will contact Jim Blancoe directly.

° Comments on the ORNL topical report concerning the geochemical
—/ conditions in basalt are being compiled. I anticipate that they
will be included in my next monthly response letter. .

° Concurrent with the preparation of the final topical report
reviewing the information on radionuclide solubility for a
basalt site, please send a copy to me for my final review.

° Plans are be1ng made for a hydrochemistry data review during the
first week of December (Enclosure 1). I will call you during
the week of 27 October to discuss possible ORNL participation.

Task 2 Tuff Geochemical Technical Assistance:

° Progress to date is satisfactory.

° ORNL review of Dissolutions and Precipitation . . . (Sand.
84-0192/1984) was received. This review has been given to John
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Bradbury for comment. If there are any questions, G. D.
0'Kelley will be contacted directly. If there are any comments,
they will be included in the next monthly response letter.

Task 3 Salt Geochemical Technical Assistance:
° Progress to date is satisfactory.

° ORNL review of "Thorium Adsorption in the Ocean: Reversibility
and Distribution Amongst Particle Sizes" was received. The
\_/ review was distributed to the staff for information and
comments. If the staff have any questions they will contact K.
L. Von Damm directly. If there are any comments, they will be
included in the next monthly response letter.

ngera1:

° During FY87, document reviews need to continue to stress the
viability of the experimental strategy/approach that is either
discussed or implied in the document, the appropriateness of the
specific test methods used to obtain the reported data,
alternative interpretations of the results, and the application
of media specific work/data to other media being investigated by
DOE.

The action taken by this letter is considered to be within the scope of the
current contract (FIN B-0287). No changes to cost or delivery of contracted

-~/ services and products are authorized. Please notify me immediately if you
believe that this letter would result in changes to cost or delivery of
contracted products.

Originel Signed By

David J. Brooks

Geochemistry Section

Geotechnical Branch

Division of Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards
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__ m.u(.L Vietem

SUMMARY
As agreed on Thursday, October 16 |986 Paul. Ihldenbrand and I contacted ‘BWIP"

to convene 8 conference ‘cell’ to discuss the status -of . the : BWIP Hydrology Data Review.'

ave Dahlem.. and K.Michael Thompson.

v Contrary ‘to the outcome of the d:.scussxon-between M. Weber and J. Mecé&a on October 16,

ADOE-RL now cons:.ders that ét can suggort ‘a hxdrolog data review during December.

‘DOE w111 ass:.gn staff who are not presently working on developing the. hydrology testmg

strategy to support the data review. NRC indicated that the data review will not

1nvolve 1.nterpret1ve dxscusszons of the data, but quest:.ons may be asked to clarify

the data rev:l.ewed hy the NRC ‘team. As .an alternatzve, NRC offered to transmit these

.

c1arif1cat10n questxons to DOE within 2 weeks after the data review. -NRC ‘indicated its

' preference to conduct the data review dur1ng the first week of December (December 1-5).

"'.'_‘"':.‘Pend:l.ng conf1rmat10n of these dates by DOE, NRC will transm:.t a letter of re<l|-“3l'3t for

‘the. data revxew to DOE NRC also invited DOE to participate Am a pre-data review -

vxsit ‘to an" NRC-RES f:|.e1d site -at: Creston, Washmgton. DOE indicated that it will

-confirm the dates for the data revxew by October 22 1986.

ACTION REQUI RED

After DOE conf:.rms dates, send letter of request to DOE, mform states and tribes.

NAME OF PERSON DOCUMENTING CONVERSATION . . SIGNATURE d PATE L B
Michael F. Weber : d N 86/10/20

ACTION TAKEN

Pending; draft letter provided to WMRP for review and transmittal.

SIGNATURE ? ’J ! TITLE - OATE
%" "e - Hydrogeologist 86/10/20
$0271-101 . OPTIONAL FORM 271 (12-76)
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