APR 22 1988

Dr. Charles G. Interrante, Program Manager
Metallurgy Division - Corrosion Section
National Bureau of Standards

U.S. Department of Commerce

Gaithersburg, MD 20899

Dear Dr. Interrante:

We have reviewed the NBS Financial Status Reports for August 1987/January 1988
for FIN A-4171, "Evaluation and Compilation of DOE Waste Package Test Data."
Our comments are presented below.

1. The information presented appears in accord with expectations.
However, as discussed with you, at one-third of the period of
performance which ends September 30, 1988 funds expended amount to
48% of the amount authorized. You have assured us that the rate of
expenditure projected henceforth has been reduced so that the total
will not exceed the amount authorized.

2. While we understand that preparation of these final financial reports
usually will not be completed in time to be released with each
monthly letter report (MLR), we require certain information on a
timely basis to properly monitor the FIN. We request that the fol-
lowing items be included either as part of your MLR or as a separate
enclosure with it:

a. Total cumulative expenditure

b. Expenditure for the month reported

c. % of total FIN amount expended

d. Total cumulative work hours charged

e. Work hours charged for the month reported

f. Any unusual large amount expended, i.e. travel.

If the exact amounts expended on unusual items are not readily available for

the MLR, estimates may be used or a note included to indicate the nature of the
unusual items and the amount stated in the next MLR.
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Actions resulting from this letter are considered to be within the scope of
FIN A4171. No changes in costs or delivery of contracted products are
authorized. Please notify me immediately if you feel this letter will result
in additional costs or delay in delivery of contracted products.

Sincerely,

O O

Charles H. Peterson
Materials Engineering Section
Technical Review Branch
Division of High-Level Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material
Safety and Safeguards

cc: Dr. Neville Pugh, Director
Metallurgy Division

Dr. Dale Hall, Group Leader
Corrosion Group, Metallurgy Division
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