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Tribe gets $2.7 mllllon
. for nuclear waste program 3

The Nez Perce Tribe’s Nucle- ne otiatipna The program had'
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,;“ar Waste Program has recelved *° y ba

. &$2.7 million grant for 1987, ved siz aince ;mmafgmm :l;
gram manager Ronald T. hdd caused problems with Tan-
moon said Tuesday.. - ning; Halfmoon said. plams -

The tribe: receives nmdnfmé o
m Enm will - anow c‘mzugrmn nnderg:rmsouha'« N
elght- major gmjects, bul; pd Whlch siyes affected lltates aml -
not yet resolv iasue of - tﬁbea the : rlzht 10 money to" ::
; equipment nceded for environ- study effects of a noclear waste: -
. -mental” mo torins . Halfmoan repository at the Hanford Nucle: -
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But the grant wm all . - DOE :h l'putqd,_a;‘j 1o
pmgramtoadd mpany‘?.‘;".?: m’:m ut of:nfnnds for: ’31’: - ;
;‘;a;‘:"’gd f‘n{p:{ ﬁlﬂ and economiic stu

P - such projécts should’ nof’be 5

“It baslcally is anaffirma until ‘h:m veposttory elts is ectu, l‘
of the DOE’s pmmlse to awasdog ally ch Hnn? i”m’e
certain dollar amount, and it's three sites enrrently under con~ i
important to the administration sideration. . 7:n vt ook
because when that grant award _, 1he DOE reconddemd ﬂ“h .
comee' in it's money in the mume”ly Febmary dear' . :
bank," Halfmoon said. - 10§ the way for “ﬁ':“’ﬂm“““ {
gran ) e requ '
h'l;he ant amount ls about about §1 millién for&emm R
what embalprogramex—lngandsodalm ‘
pected, and follows months of studies : S o
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ear waste problem called polrtrcal

A stoclmd 1Press

' STOCKHOLM, Sweden ~Ttis
politics, not technology, that
keeps the United States from re-
solving fts nuclear waste prob-
lems, says Sen. James McClure,
R-1daho.

. McClure wound upa two—day .
tour of Sweden’s nuclear waste
handling - facilities - Tuesday. -
“What we have seen in the past
two days makes it abundantly -
clear that the nuclear waste is-
sue in the United States is not &
technological problem but a po-
lmcal problem,” he said at a

Stockholm news conference

He said he's convinced that
the United States can meet Or
better the technical solutions to
nuclear waste disposal and stor-
age found in Sweden. “The dif-
ference appears to be that
Sweden ¢an make rational deci-
sions on nuclear waste that will

last, . while’. we. in the United - -

States cannot,” he said. . *
McClure and other members

.af-the Senate Energy and Natu-

ral Resources Committee toured °

Sweden's central interim stor-

afagel facility for spent nuclear
e
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"Is there no énd'td the Hanford revelatmns? N
“A few months &go 19,000 pages of reports were .

- declassified and reléased by the U.S. Department of B

Energy:They documented massiveradicactive i -
emissions over the decades from the plutogium- . -+ ~
ﬁtoducmg reactors at the Hanford Nuclear;" .
eservation that make the Three Mile: lsland and even
Chemobyl contaminated emissions pale. i .

- Now the Freedom of Information Act hasbeen used
td pry loose another 20,000 pages of Department of
Energy reports, and their contents don’t exactly. - B
lnspxre confidence in the managemert of our nuclear )
energy program and those who regulate it forour
protection. '

. It reveals that bxlhons of gallons of plutonium--. :
contaminated cooling water were dumped-into the soxt
at Hanford over four decades, enough to create -
mounds and divert groundwater. The net effect was to
speed the course of that contaminated groundwater §

: into the Columbxa River.

Perhaps the only good to come from all this is to ..
cause scientists to revise their estimate of the time it N

~takes for contaminated groundwater to reach the

Columbxa — it won't be 1,000 years, or 20 years as
inany maintain, but perhaps as little as one year.

“The time it takes for water to travel through
volcanic basalts beneath Hanford will be a critical
factor in determining which of the three proposed
sites. natlonally gets the booby prize of being the
nation’s'nuclear waste dumping ground.

Based on the contents of all these heretofore seécret
reports, Washington and the mighty Columbia have. -
been holdmg the booby pnze all along.

— Sandra Haarsager




