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Tribe-gets $.7 million
for nudcear-waste program> t

The Nez Perce Tribe's Nucle- Aeotatipnus. The progrm a4

~ar Waste P grm has teeiWed ben funded a temorarv a

a $2.7 million grant for 17, pro sit A Ice :st ept~ ne sc

gram manager Ronald T. Half- bAd cauded pioblefit wt pl n-i

moon said Tesday.. - - ing, Halfmoon said. :

-; -The~mones irorn thei U8 .'-De- E ribe teciveu f t f

patetril of arm a the under trm o toef :

the"tib l progr m No~~ % stP tes And

eight cmto oect;.bt'. 6ei whi, 
5 ;

not rot reso~vcthe~ t4iue of tribes ,i, t 4toney to

equip~ment needd for enviro- study effects of A ciear was:t

mentai monitoringi Halmoon 
~thedrepostod Nue--

said: .. . *.. ! :.> . : ar Re~evkon.. - .. ., ,

- -. -*'.- T he t'ha fd zt -Nu

But the grant WIfl lo the tribe' :ight to fund. for ma*

program to add as rna s soy- rome0tal motoring and -

en new employees during the and econoic studies la

year and help wth planing such prVoM xIcu ud' RU-d4bedo (n

"It basically 1l en affirmation until the t o i lct

of the DOE's promise to award a they shoites Iiantoy4 1ndorze on.

certain dollar amount, and We tee ites utly under con-

Important to the administration uidetation. " 
4i!

because when that grant award Thne DOE reconuddered tla :

comes in it'S money in X stance in early Febr4yr cie&

bank," Halfmoon sad . ing the way for resolutio of. the

grant. Tbe:tribe had requested

The grant amount is .bout about SImiflln for the monitor-

what the tribal program ex- ing and social aMd

pected, and follows months of studies.
p ca

.pudearwast~e problem called poltical >;.'-

~aSoCI~td Prss 
Stockholm pews conference.

He said- 'he's convinced- that

STOCKHOLM, Sweden - It is the United States can meet Or

0olitics, not technology, that better the technical solutions -to

keeps the United States uaum re- nuclear waste disposal and stor-

solving its nuclear waste p1obO age found in Sweden. "The dif-

Iems, says Sen. James Mcxlure, ference appears to be that

s-Idaho. - Sweden can make rational deci- i

; McClure wound up a two-day. sions on nuclear waste that will

tour Of Sweden'S.-miclear waste latwhl we. sind. ie

handling - facilities - Tuesday. States cannot," hesaid. t

"What we have seen in the past McClure and other members (

two days maknes -it abundantly of.the Senate Energy and Natu- i

clear that me nuclear waste is- tat Resources Committee toured i

sue in the United States is not a Sweden's central interim stor-

technological problem but a po- age facility for spent nuclear

litical problem," he said at a fuel.
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Data could disqcua]if -
t n .t vd b t uiV r;r -iN6kfAS waste.ssite

.Is the no end to the Hanford revelations?
- if ew months ago 1,000 pages of reports were
declassified and released by the U.S.- Department of
Energy.oy: do i Saented maiveradload.v .
emissions over the decades from the-plutonium-
producing reactors at theafWord Nuclear '
Reservation that mAke the Thiee Mile island and even
Chernobyl contaminated emissions pale;'t

Now the Freedom of Information Actt l; been used;
t pry loose another 20,000 pages ofDep ent of
Energy reports, and their contents dont excitly.:
Inspire confidence in' the management of our nuclear 5
energy program and those who regulate itfor-our . ;
protection.

It revefls that billions of gallops of plutonium.-..
contaminated cooling water were dumped into the soil
at Hanford'over four decades, enough to create
mounds and divert groundwater. The net effect was to
speed-thi course of that contaminated gtoundwater
Into the, olumbia River.

'Perhaps the only good to come from all this is to
Mbuse scientists to revise their estimate of the time it
'takes for contaminated groundwater to reach the
f-olumbia - It won't be 1,000 years, or 20 years as
many Saintain, but perhaps as little as one year.

Tee time it takes for water to travel through
volcinrd basalts beneath Hanford will be a critical
factor in determining which of the three proposed
sites nationally gets the booby prize of being the
nation'snuclear waste dumping ground.

Based on the contents of all these heretofore secret
reports,Washington and the mighty Columbia have.
been holding the booby prize all along.

- Sandra Haarsager


