PRIORITY ATTENTION REQUIRED MORNING REPORT - REGION . September 12, 20

Licensee/Facility: Notification:
FIRSTENERGY NUCLEAR OPERATING CO.

Davis-besse MR Number: 3-2003-0012
Oak Harbor, Ohio Date: 09/12/2003
Dockets: 050-00346 Inspector at Site

[1] B&W-L-LP License No:

Subject: Entry into Mode 4 and Mode 3

Discussion:

The plant is expected to enter Mode 4 (280>Tavg>200) this evening and Mode 3 (Tavg*280) six hours
later to establish plant conditions for conduct of the normal operating pressure (NOP) test. For the
NOP test the licensee plans to pressurize the reactor coolant system to approximately normal
operating pressure (2155psig) and hold for seven days and inspect the incore monitoring
instrumentation nozzle penetrations on the bottom of the reactor vessel. The licensee is performing
the test to check for signs of unidentified or pressure boundary leakage. During the NOP test the
licensee plans to conduct other inspections and tests of various equipment in the primary and
secondary systems. The three NRC resident inspectors assigned to the plant, assisted by inspectors
from the Region Il office, will monitor the utility’s performance during the Mode changes and NOP test
with expanded shift coverage. In addition, a focused inspection is planned to be conducted by a
Region Ill senior metallurgist to observe the test and independently review the utility’s test data and
results. Following the NOP test, the plant is expected to re-enter Mode 5 to perform additional primary
system inspections and tests and other work activities.
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