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Abstract: This Final Environmental Assessment (EA) summarizes the environmental analysis of
the Mother Lode Project, a precious metals extraction operation proposed by the U.S. Nevada
Gold Search Joint Venture (USNGS) in southern Nye County, Nevada. The project would involve
the construction, operation, and abandonment of an open-pit mine and processing facilities on
public iand administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The proposed project is
described in a Plan of Operations submitted to the BLM Tonopah Resource Area, Battle
Mountain District, which is responsible for reviewing the plan to determine compliance with BLM
reguiations governing surface mining under the General Mining Laws (43 CFR 3809) and the
implementing regulations (40 CFR 1505) of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). As
part of BLM’s review process, the Draft EA described the projected impacts of the proposed
mining operation on the natural and human environment. Based on public input and the design
of the proposed facilities, the environmental analysis emphasized the following affected
resources: air quality; groundwater and surface water quantity and quality; soils and reclamation
potential; vegetation and wildlife; cultural resources; socioeconomics and community resources;
and aesthetics.. The analysis considered the No Action Alternative and two facility location
alternatives.

This Final EA Is considered a supplemental document to the Draft EA. The minor revisions to
the EA arising from public comments are incorporated as errata in Appendix A of this Final EA.
The Final EA documents the comments received during the public review period. It also
documents the BLM's Finding of No Significant Impact and the Agency Preferred Alternative for
the Mother Lode Project, including the mitigation measures stipulated in the BLM’s Record of
Decision.
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SUMMARY

Introduction

This Final Environmental Assessment (EA) summarizes the conclusions of environmental
analyses of the proposed Mother Lode Project, a precious metals mining and processing
operation near Beatty in southern Nye County, Nevada. The proposed project would involve the
construction, operation, and abandonment of facilities for extracting and processing gold ore.

U.S. Nevada Gold Search Joint Venture (USNGS) proposes to mine approximately 600,000
tons of ore per year. At this mining rate, gold production is estimated at approximately 25,000
. ounces of gbld per year. The project would have an estimated 2-year life of operation, based
on current estimates of potential reserves.

Major project facitities would include an open pit; waste rock disposal area; stockpile areas for
topsoil and sulfide ore; leach pads; and ancillary support buildings (maintenance shop and
trailers, office, laboratory, and recovery building). The surface disturbance would total

approximately 75 acres of public land.

Alternatives to the proposed action were analyzed in the Draft EA. Alternatives considered in
detail in the analysis included the No Action Alternative and two facility location alternatives. An
altarnative of backfilling the open pit was initially considered but was subsequently eliminated
from detailed analysis in the EA for a combination of economic, technical, and environmental

reasons.

The proposed Plan of Operations for the Mother Lode Project addressed in this EA is projected
to have a 3-year life, including construction, operation, and reclamation. USNGS’ groundwater
permits from the State Engineer cover a 7-year period; however, if USNGS proposes to extend
their operation beyond the initial 3-year period, the project expansion would be subject to
additional environmental analysis by the BLM.

The BLM Record of Decision for the Mother Lode Project is on file in the Battle Mountain District,
Tonopah Resource Area Office of the BLM.



Public nvolvement
A public scoping process was conducted prior to preparation of the EA in order to solicit public
input on the important issues and concerns associated with the proposed project. This process
included mailings of public scoping documents to agencies, organizations, and individuals; a
public scoping meeting in Beatty on February 1, 1989; a 30-day written comment pericd; and
maeetings with local, state, and federal governmental officials and representatives of community

services. The scoping process identified the following environmental resources for analysis in
the EA:

Cultural Resourcas
Visual Resources

* Water Resources
) Socioceconomics
) Air Quality

. Wildlife

[

[ ]

In addition to these resources, impacts to geology and mineral resources, soils, vegetation, land
use, visual resources, noise, and transportation were also evaluated in the Draft EA.

The Draft EA was circulated for review by federal, state, and local government agencies and
interested individuals, and a public meeting was held in Beatty on June 1, 1989. The majority
of the comments madae at the public meeting were specific questions about the proposed project
and reclamation plan, and concerns about potential impacts on water raesources and Beatty's
economy. Letters of comment were received from federal and state agencies (through the State
Clearinghouse), and from several individuals. Written letters of comment and specific responses
are included in Appendix B of the Final EA. This Final EA reflects both verbal and written
comments received during the public comment period.

ndl |

Based on the EA and the results of the formal scoping process and public review of the EA, BLM
has concluded the proposed Mother Lode Project will not result in significant impacts to the
environment. An environmental impact statement will not be prepared. The major factors used
by BLM in determining the Finding of No Significant Impact are summarized below.
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The Mother Lode Pi'oject would result in impacts to ecological resources in the project area,
including wildlife and vegetation. Impacts to human resources would include visual impacts
and both beneficial and adverse sociceconomic impacts. The proposed development would
occur in a region in which mining is an important and acceptable land use; with the
implementation of project atternatives and recommended mitigation measures, projected impacts
for the Mother Lode Project are not judged to be significant. Specific impact conclusions for

affected resources are summarized below.

The proposed project would meet the standards of BLM regulations governing surface
management of public lands under the General Mining Laws (43 CFR 3809). Implementation
of the project as described in USNGS' Plan of Operations, including mitigation measures
identified in the EA, would not result in undue or unnecessary degradation of public lands.

Alr Resources

The proposed project would generate air pollutant emissions and resutt in increased levels of
particulate and other poliutants in the atmosphere around the project. However, projected
emissions are predicted to be very small and would meet applicable State of Nevada air quality
standards. Air pollutant emissions and control technologies are subject to review and approval
by the Nevada Division of Environmenta! Protection (NDEF); the required permits have been

issued by NDEP.
Geology and Mineral Resources

The proposed project would extract economically viable gold reserves. It would not interfere
with future resource recovery efforts except in very limited areas. Proposed designs for the
mine and other facilities recognize and account for seismic and other geologic hazards in the
area.

Water Resources

Water withdrawal for the Mother Lode Project would result in short-term local drawdown in the
immediate vicinity of the water supply wells; no impacts are projected to other users or to
sensitive resources. No long-term adverse impacts to groundwater quantity or quality are

S-3
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anticipated. The proposed groundwater monitoring program is designed to mitigate potentiiai
impacts of groundwater withdrawal.

There are no perennial streams on the project site; no adverse impacts to surface water would
occur from the proposed project.

Soils

Construction and operation of the proposed project would disturb approximately 75 acres of
soil resources. Loss of soil resources would resuit from accelerated water and wind erosion
and buried suitable topsoil material. Top soiling and revegetation would reduce the long-term
impacts associated with sail erosion by increasing revegetation potential and promoting long-
term stabilization of treated areas.

Vegetation

Impacts associated with the proposed project would include vegetation removal and loss -or,
reduction of plant productivity. Approximately 75 acres across two vegetation types would be
affected by construction activities. The project would result in the loss of approximately 2 AUMs
of grazing preference. This would not represent a significant impact to livestock grazing in this

area.

Vegetation cover and productivity would graduaily be restored on disturbed areas fcllowing
reclamation and revegetation.

Wiidlife

The proposed project would affect local populations of small mammals, songbirds, and reptiles.
No major impacts to other wildlife species or regional wildlife populations would be expected.

Approximately 75 acres of wildlife habitat would be impacted resuiting in loss of prey species
which would affect local populations of area predators and raptors. Habitat would be restored
following project abandonment with revegetation of disturbed areas. Impacts of habitat loss to
big game species would be minimal. No impacts to federal or state-listed threatened or

S4
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endangered wildlife species are expected to occur. Crucial habitat for the desert tortoise does.
not occur in the project region.

Potential impacts to waterfowl and other wildlife species resulting from cyanide poisoning at
the heap leach solution ponds is a concern. USNGS has committed to netting and fencing the
ponds to mitigate impacts to waterfow! and other wildlife.

Land Use and Recreation

Land Use. The mining and processing operation would be consistent with federal and Nye
County land use plans for the area and would be compatible with surrounding land uses.
Approximately 2 AUMs of grazing would be lost. This would not be a significant amount. Post-
mining land use would return to rangeland/wildlife habitat for the portion of the site excluding
the open pit.

The proposed project is located within the Bulifrog Herd Management Area for wild horses and
burros. Open water would attract these animals; however, fencing should eliminate potential

impacts.

Recreation. The proposed project would not significantly impact dispersed recreation on public
lands. The existing use is light, and the region has abundant acreage of public open-space

lands.
Aesthetics

Visual Resources. The proposed project would introduce high levels of visual change; however,
the visual contrast would not exceed acceptable levels in an area designated for activities which
require major modification of the existing visual conditions. The visual effects of the project
would be reduced by application of mitigation measures designed to reduce the visual contrast
of the Mother Lode mine and waste disposal area.

Noise. The nearest sensitive receptor is over 4 miles from the project site. Noise from generai
operation of the Mother Lode Project would rarely, it ever, be perceptible at these sensitive
receptors.



Socioeconomics

Population. The proposed project (including workers and their families) would increase area
population by approximately 93 to 128 people during peak construction activity, by 61 to 85
persons during the overail 1989 construction ‘period, and by more than 125 during project
operations. Thesa increases would generats the beneficial and adverse effects described below.

Economy. The proposed project would reinforce the mining industry in Nye County. The
project would increase employment in Nye County. Nye County would experience an increase
in revenues from property, net proceeds, and sales taxes directly paid by USNGS and indirectly
from mine workers who own property and spend their earnings in the local communities.
Community facilities and services could improve duse to the increased population base, it new
revenues are allocated for community facilities such as parks and recreation, library, schools,
and road improvements.

Employment. Nye County mining employment would increase moderately, generating minor
secondary employment increases in other sectors of the economy. The greatest employment
increase would be a total of 89 direct and indirect employees during the peak construction
activity during the third quarter of 1989. During operations, 45 permanent workers would be
added at the project and an estimated 9 jobs would be created in other sectors.

Flscat Etfects. During the 2- to 3-month construction period, the project would resuit in short-
term, negative net fiscal effects on public service providers faced with an increased demand
for services. Over the long term (during operations) increased property tax, sales tax, and net
proceeds tax revenues would provide positive net fiscal effects for Beatty and Nys County.

Housing. The proposed project would generate an increase in demand for short-term rental
housing during construction that would exceed the available supply in the Beatty area. Over the
longer term operations period, USNGS would provide housing for their operations woriforce.

It ilitt n . The construction and operations phases of the project would
intensify existing water supply and sewage problems in Beatty. A pipeline (which USNGS is

providing) and a transmission line are required for the water supply system. An additional rapid
infiltration bed, required to meet existing sewer system needs, is projected to begin operation
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in summer 1585. The capacity of these services must be increased to serve the project-related ‘
demand for these services.

The proposed project would increase school enroliment during operations by approximately
67 children in Beatty and exceed capacity in grades 1-8 until new classrooms become available
in fall 1989. Service agencies may face short-term increases in demand with no commensurate
increase in staff or resources. The Beatty Medical Clinic and the sheriff's department wouid
require additional staff to serve the increased population associated with operations. The
demand on the fire department and social services may also require increased staff. USNGS
has committed to providing a helipad at the Medical Clinic and a part-time librarian to help offset
the impacts on public facilities and services.

Community recreation facilities in Beatty, particularly the ballfields and pool, are aiready at
capacity; therefore, the increased population associated with the proposed project would further

affect these resources.
Transportation

Truck traffic to the project would be minimal and would not be expected to affect traffic or road
conditions to any measurable degree. The proposed project would increase traffic levels in the
site vicinity, particularly during peak hours at shift change times. The resulting traffic levels
would be well below highway capacities, however, and would not significantly reduce current
levels of service.

mm { Cumuylat

The BLM conducted a cumulative impact assessment to determine potential impacts associated
with the Mother Lode Project and other “reasonably foreseeable future actions® (40 CFR 1508.7).
A discussion of the analysis Is presented in Chapter 4 of the Draft EA. The assessment identified
the following potential cumulative impacts.



Alr Resources

No significant cumulative air quality impacts are projected to occur from the Mother Lode
Project. Particulate emissions would be highest in the immediate vicinity of each project and
would not result in cumulative air quality impacts.

Water Resources

Significant cumulative water resource impacts are not projected for the Mother Lode Project
together with other potentially interrelated projects due to the presencs of hydrologic boundaries
which separate the groundwater source for the Mother Lode Project from the aquifers used to
supply water for the other projects. In addition, the estimated radius of the drawdown from
groundwater pumping of each of the interrelated projects would not intersect one another.

Operation of the projects would not be expected to cause cumulative water resource impacts
to sensitive areas such as the Ash Meadows springs, Devils Hole, local springs in Oasis Valley,
springs near the Park Headquarters in Death Valley National Monument, or the Town of Beafty .
municipal water supply.

Vegetation and Wildlife

No significant cumulative impacts are anticipated to vegetation and wildlifs. Vegetation and
wildlife habitat loss would be short-term and, with the exception of the open pits, the habitat
would be reclaimed following completion of mining activities. Potential adverse impacts of
cyanide-laden waters to waterfowl and other wildlife would be mitigated by making these areas
unavailable to wildlife, in compliance with Nevada Department of Wildlife permit stipulations.

Land Use and Recreation

Impacts to land use and dispersed recreation on public lands would be site-specific and not
interrelated with the Mother Lode Project. There is abundant open-space land available in the
region.



Socioeconomics

The increase in population associated with the interrelated projects would result in cumulative
socioeconomic impacts in the Beatty area. Short-term adverse fiscal impacts are anticipated
due to the immediate need for increased public services prior to the arrival of increased tax

revenues.

Housing demand is expected to exceed the available supply of housing during both the
construction and operation phases of the interrelated projects. Bond Gold and USNGS would
both provide housing for operations employees to help offset these impacts.

- Public services and facilities anticipated to be impacted by development of the interrelated
projects include:

Police and fire protection
Judicial system

Medical services
Schools

Water and sewer system

The financial requirements to meet these increased demands would come from
intergovernmental revenues, which would lag behind the service demands, and from voluntary
funding or advance financing by the operating companies.

n r 1 tivi

The Agency Preferred Alternative is Alternative 2. This alternative would disturb approximately
75 acres of federal land; approximately 159 acres would be removed from use by livestock and
wildlife within the fenced area for the project. The visual impacts would be reduced somewhat
compared to the other alternatives by the location of the leach pads and waste dump in an area
partially screened from view by Bare Mountain.

The Bureau of Land Management approves the Plan of Operations for the Mother Lode Project
with the following list of mitigation measures to prevent undue or unnecessary degradation of
federal lands and to provide for reasonable reclamation.
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Water Resources

Mitigation Measure WR-1: Characterization of the waste rock and sulfide stockpile is currently
underway to determine the potential for acid runoff. if tests indicate a potential problem, then
a bed of crushed limestone would be constructed beneath the piles in compliance with Nevada

Division of Water Resources stipulations.

Mitigation M -2: Pump tests have not been conducted in the area to quantify
drawdown estimates. In order to veriy the estimates and to ensure that if a change occurs it

can be identifled, a groundwater monitoring system will be implemented. On-site water supply
wells will be monitored. An additional well completed by the U.S. Geological Survey in Crater
Flat will also be monitored. (e.g., Well USW-VH-1 or USW-VH-2). The monitoring will continue

through project operations.

The State Engineer has granted groundwater permits to USNGS, subject to monitoring (see
Letter 7 in Appendix B). A groundwater monitoring plan for the Crater Flat basin will be

submitted to the State Engineer by September 15, 1989 for approval.

Vegetation
Mitigation Measurg V-1: Establishment of noxious weeds in disturbed areas will be monitored

during construction and operation. In the event that weeds (e.g., Russian thistle) begin to
inundate the project site, BLM will be consulted to determine effective means of control, if

deemed necessary.

Mitigation Measuyre V-2: Final slopes on waste dumps and leach pads wiil be graded to a slope
of 3 horizontal to 1 vertical. Waste dumps will be resoiled prior to revegetation.

Cultural Resources
Mitigation Measurg CR-1: Specific cultural resources mitigation will be recommended by the

BLM in consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). These measures will
become stipulations in the Record of Decision.

S-10



Visual Resources

Measure VR-1: To the extent practicable, the shape and form of waste dumps will be designed
to repeat natural forms in the area. The project would be less visually obtrusive and would thus
generate less impact if natural, curvilinear forms are used in the waste dump by rounding off the
*shoulders® of the dump and changing the dump profile from a plateau to an irregular ridge

form.

Measure VR-2: Natural colors in the project area wili be employed to the extent possible. This
should include use of dull, non-reflective paint on structures in colors mimicking those seen

naturally in the area but in slightly darker tones.

Measure VR-3: If, as anticipated, the waste rock from the mine ccntrasts strongly with naturél
surface and vegetation colors in the vicinity, the final “layer* on the face of the dump should
employ darker material approximating dominant natural colors.

Socioeconomics

Measure SE-1: Provision of current project information to local governments is a critical
mitigating factor to enable planning agencies to respond effectively to projected changes in
demand for housing, public facilities, and services. USNGS should continue to work with Nye
County and Beatty and provide county officials with current estimates regarding employment,
project startup and completion dates, company housing policies, school-age children, and
anticipated recreational needs of the workforce and their families.

Additional Project Commitments

In addition to the previous mitigation measures stipulated by the BLM, USNGS has committed
to include the following provisions in their Plan of Operations for the Mother Lode Project.

1. USNGS has committed to blasting during daylight hours to reduce noise impacts during
darkness.
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2. USNGS has committed to the partial filling of collection ditches to praciude bird aocess;. :
USNGS has also agreed to increase the height of berms on the collection ditch side of
the pads to control spills during heavy precipitation events.

The reclamation plan is considered an integral part of the Plan of Operations; concurrent
reclamation is to be incorporated where feasible.

S-12
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The following changes to the Draft EA have been made in response to minor changes in the
project design and in response to public comments. The revised text has been underiined to

indicate where changes have been made.

P 1.3, Table 1-1
Fish and Wildlife Service, add Compliance with Migratory Bird Treaty Act
ion 2.1,4, Fourth Paragraph

Change to read: Gabbs, roxi ly 160 mil Wi f ther Project, was
selected as representative because of similarities between it and the project site in terrain,

elevation, and population.

Change to read: On the other hand, Lehman Caves, approximately 200 miles northeast of the
Mother Lode Project, is in an area relatively unaffected by industrial or urban poliution sources.

Page 2-12, Third Pgrggrgph

Change to read: ... Devils Hole to Lathrop Wells. East and west of the fault the western
boundary of the Ash Meadows flow system ... (Sharp 1889; see also Figure 1 of Appendix A).

-1 ion 2.3.1 First Paraaqr.
Change to tgad: - 8 portion of the water supply could be developed here. Depth to

n rint f rea i roximatel feet. Farther east in Crater Flat, alluvial

material and volcanics were found {0 total depth (approximately 1,540 feet) which have water
bearing potential. rater Fi r ter was encountered at roximately 700 feet.

Page 2-12, Fifth Paragraph

Change to read: Based on Czarnecki and Waddell (1984), the transmissivity of the geoloagic
igl rater is approximately 7,500 gallons per day per foot, ... (Sharp 1989; see
also the Water Resources Technical Memorandum in Appendix A).
-1 n I

Change to read: The closest private well to the project site in _Crater Flat (Permit 48436) is
located approximately 8 miles to the southeast.

Page 3- -1

Change to read: Crushers and Screens TSP = 864 Ib/day
PM-10 = 212 Ib/day

irst Lin

Change "85° percent to ‘85" percent.



hadl N
Page 3-4, Second Paragraph
Change *19° micrograms to “44° micrograms.
Change *1 microgram" to *lesg than 1°; delete "*and 0.1 microgram per cubic meter.®
Page 3-5, Table 3-2

Change to read:

Maximum !mpact Point USNGS Impact Total Impact

Particulate Annual 5.1 10

Particulate 24-hour 442 52
Beatty Town Center

Particulate Annual 0.02 5

Particulate 24-hour Q.27 10

P -1 irst P
Reference to Section 3.12.4 should be .nanged to "Section 1.4.2.1 on page 1-14 of Draft EA."

Page 3-16, Last Paragraph, Last Sentence

Change to read: ... with the concurrence of the State Historic Preservation Office, determined
National Register eligibility.

Fi ragr
Change to read: Ten prehistoric lithic scatters, aithough not eligible for National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) nomination on their own merit, demonstrate eligibility as a district.
These sites all contain an abundance of ... streamside environments.

Delete: Additional survey and evaluation of these sites is necessary prior to a final determination
of eligibility.

P =17 P r

Delete entire paragraph.

Insert: Three prehistoric quarry sites are also eligible for NRHP nomination.

Page 3-17, Third Paragraph

Delete: Once NRHP eligibility ... pursued.

Insert: Effects to these properties are currently being determined by the BLM in consuitation

with the SHPO, and suitable mitigation options, if necessary, will be pursued. The BLM will
address cuitural resource impacts and associated mitigation in the Record of Decision.
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‘ Page 4-4, First Paragraph

Change to read: studies conducted for the proposed repository (PIC 1988) estimate that .
approximately 18 workers would reside in the Beatty and Amargosa Valley area.*

Bage 4-7, Fourth Paragraph

Change to read ...In the northemn Amargosa Desert with a static elevation of approximately
: 'V' = M‘. Th U er L.oge pf. O ' sifele r r

uf rwnth t tn levation of roximate! 3250 feet above sea level from mterbedded

a!luvnal and volcanic materials in Crater Flat (Hydro-Search Inc. 1989)

Bage 4-8, Second Paragraph

Change toread: The Oasis Valley/Fortymile Canyon groundwater system is indirectly connected
to the Amargosa Desert flow system through Oasis Valley and uitimately the Amargosa Narrows

near Beatty (see Appendix A, Figure 1) and farther south and west ... Malmberg and Eakin
1962).

4. nd Paraagraph

Change to read: groundwater is generally moving from north to south. Sarcobatus Flat is
in in tha rface o lea ! Groundwater in Sarcobatus Fiat flows

m toward Death Valley (Malmberg and Eakin 1 962).
4. n ragraph

Change to read: ...amount of pumping involved in this mine project and the long distance to
sensitive areas, ...are not anticipated.

Page 4-10. Fourth Paragraph

Change to read: ...alluvial valley-fill aquifers utilized by the mines. Beatty currently utilizes wells
completed in volcamc rocks of the Bullfrog'Hills for its water supply. Additional wells in the
alluvium of Oasis Valley also contribute to the town’s overall groundwater resources. Neither of
these two sources is impacted by the existing or proposed mines. Areas such as the Amargosa

Farm area ... existing and propose_d mines.

Page 4-11, First Paragraph

Change to read: The Yucca Mountain project is expected to use about 350 acre-feet of water

per year ¢ over a 60-year prOiect (DCE 1986) MMMMMM
~ t . » -,

Acoordmg to lmpact analyses : (DOE 1986)

4. ragraph

Change to read: 2) Bond has drilled one new municipal water well which produces
approximately 200 gpm of good quality water.

Page R-5

Add: U.S Department of Energy (DOE), 1988. Site Characterization Pian, Yucca Mountain Site,
Nevada Research and Development Area, Nevada.
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DRAFT EA COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

The BLM received 12 written comment letters on the Draft EA. The comment letters were

from:

VONDINALN -

Desert Survivors

U.S. Department of the Interior, Nationa! Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service
George and LaRene Younghans

Nevada State Clearinghouse

Nevada Division of Historic Preservation

Nevada Division of Water Resources

Nevada State Fire Marshal's Office

Nevada Department of Wildlife

Nevada Division of Environmental Protection

Nevada Division of Conservation Districts

Nevada Department of Minerals

B-1
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Letter 1

LawOmes
ORRICK, HERRINGTON & SUTCLIPFPR
L1 ]
333 South Hape Sivent JP
Low Angrien, Calliarnis 9907) RTER Y S
taphons OLF 6007000
Diseaplas 0T 400-0000 A N
Sen Prosgtorn Coltasnss S001Y v Wk, Plow Wosh 0ORS Sarsomenn Cobinonss V10N
] 990 Lontngien favous 9 € apetnd 0B
Ninphane 009 3935100 Tobphuny §LD Fo-2000 Inlngians (9004 007 V09
Wsters Darwrt Dol Moaber

June 7, 1909

Mr. Theodore Angle

Azes Manager

BSugesn of Land Menagement
Tonopash Rosoutce Arod
P.0. Box 911

Tonopah, NV 89049

Re: Draft PA for Mothng Loda Project

Desogt Survivors submits the following commants to
the Deatle Eaviconmental Assessment Los the proposed Mother
Lode Project (May, 1989).

The Dralt PA Cails to sddress the sionificant
aspects of our January 24, 1989 letter, and is bholly
lnugoquatc as an environments) review document for thina
project,

Fitst, we pointed out that the evaluation of
alternetives wps suffering from secious misconceptions, and
rast anslyzing slternstive project Cacility locations is

mply not encvugh. The Draft EA f£ails to remedy this glaring
[datect In the eavironmental snalysis for the project. At a
minfeum the Pinal EA must consider in detajl), including a
breshdown of costs and benefits, water-saving alternatives to
the proposed oparations and the visual impect alternative of
backEilling the open pit.

Second, we pointed out that a thorouyh, indepemical
analysis of watar rosoutce Impacts is nocossary hute,
tncluding (1) » detailed description of each proposed use ot
water and an estimate for the water needs of each proposed
use, (2) an analysis of alternatives to each proposcd usce of
water, (J) a precisa dascription of the watar source or

sources to be utlldized, (4) a plon showing tho Jusign,

.

Response to Letter 1

The proposed project is designed to usa a minimum amount of we* -;
therefore, an analysis of water conservation alternatives wa L
deesed necessary. A cost benafit analysis is not part o(‘\..e
decision criteria; theretore, this type of analysis was not

included in the BEA.

An alternative of backfilling the open pit waa discussed in Section
1.3 of the Draft EA. An additional reason for not backfilling the
pit ia to preserve evidence of minaeralization in accordance with
surface management requlations [43 CFR 3809.1-5(c)(S)]. Please
reofer to the response to comment 11-2 for additional discussion ot
backetilling.

An independent a t of water resource Impacts was conducted
by ENSR Consulting and Enginesring under the diraction of the bim.
Please refer to the responsas to the National Park Service comment
letter (Letter 2) for additional discussjon of the groundwater
impact assossment.
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Letter 2

United States Depastment of the Interior

MATIONA), PARR SERVICE

1R AN VALILY NA 0 KINADL. MHINUIMEN)
BEATH YALLEY, CALIMORNIA 99909

WALy aeres iu

L1027/104 pret o
JU“ 1. t‘:’
June 9, 1999 oA U5 *
- ”(7-.‘

Mr, Theodore Angle

Area Manager

Burteauw of Land Managewment
€ 0. Box 9}

Tonopah, NV 09049

Dear Ted:

The Natlona)l Park Service (NPS) wishes to thank you for the
opportunity to review and comment on the draft envigonmental
asseasment (or the proposed Mother Lode mine near Beatty, MNevada.
T™he BLM, ENSR, and USNGS age to be complimented on the adequacy
of the document, HMowever, during our review of the document we
have noted several points that require comment. 3Specifically,
our comments pertain to the observations and conclusions decawn in
the analysis of water resources.

AS you are avare, the NPS i3 concerned over the status and trend
of ground water resources in the region. It is obvious there is
not full agreement between traditional and senior ground water
users and the rash of recent, junior applicants over the nature
of the Amatgosa Desert ground water gesources. The regional
ground water systems which provide water for Ash Mesadows, Devils
Hole, and Death Valley are an extensive, complen, three dimen-
sional network which is less than adequately uncerstood. The
acceptance of sisplified or conveniently compartmentalized
interpretations which obviously support junior water applicants
could result in igreversible damsage to the system. As a sister
Federal land management agency we trust you will i1ccoynize and
join our deep conceen In this matter,

The signiticance of the lssue can be seen in the lact, as anoted
1n the EA, the area lies within one of the most arld reqions of
Nevads and Calitornia.  The ates is undergoinmg & well document od
toeng term diying tiend which has resulled in the continued fatl
vl the local ground water tablea, lenythening of (low paths, sl

Response to Letter 2

2 -~

Recognition of the complexity of the groundwater aystem has bean
central to thes hydrologic impact analysis. A hydrologic monitoring
program has been stipulated in the Dratt Environmental Assessment
and is conditional to tha i{ssuance of water rights permits by the
State Engineer (see lLattsr 7). This monitoring is deamigned to
datect potential regional impacts. In addition, local impact has
been simulated in order to address the need for {informatfion on
anticipated drawdown. The magnitude of the Hother Lode Project
water supply requirement (250 gpm for approximately 7 years) does
not result in aignificant drawvdown, thus monitoring appears to be
an appropriate approach to address the issue of reglonal
groundvater i{mpacts. .
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Letter 2 Continued

T Elevated levels of groundwater pumping west of the inferced tault
in the early 19703 resulted In the lowering of the water table
to the east. The event clearly astabilished hydialagle communleas
tion aciuss Lhe fault, The event led Lo the Feoderal Coull
ruling, resulting from the US-v. Cappaert, 426 U.S. 120 (1976),
establishing Cederal water rights at the Devils Hole detached
unit of Death Valley Natlionsl Monument.

™ The EA contalns repested statemsents that lead the reader to
believe that sufficient local groundwater recharge occurs to
provide adequate water for needs of the region. Our research
indicates conflicting data exists. Nichols (1906) determined
from a 16 year study from 1961 to 1976 near Beatly, MNevada, that
97 percent of snnual rainfall wes lost due to evaporation. He
further stated that the high evaporation rate may have allowed
for only three recharge events during the 16 year period.
Classen (1905) suggests that the last racharge to the valley-fill
aquifer in the west-central Amargosa Desert, based on hydrochemi-
cal data, resulted primarily from overland snow-melt during late
Plelistocens time. Thue, there §s no present effective local
zecharge of the ground water squifers.

Recent studies conducted in support of the site characterization
work at the proposed NMational Migh Lavel Nuclear Waste Repository
at Yucca Mt. (on the esst side of Crater Flats) support Cthose
observations, Data from current studies presented in the site
chacacterization plan for Yucca Mt. indicate there is no rechar-
ge of groundwater from rainfall. Artificial ralnfall tests
performed by the Desert Research Institute (DR1) during the Yucca
MNL. studies revealed that normal rainfall penstrates to only
appronimately one meter in porous soil. The rainfall is lost
through evaporation as the result of plant root, diurnal and
barometcic pumping (pecsonnel communication Mr. John Focdham,
DALY .

The documentation of effective zero recharge for the Amarqgosa
Desert area is reflected in the analysis for the low level
nuclesr waste site near Deatty, Nevada, In its persitting
process of the site, the State of Revada accepted data from the
applicant supporting zero local recharge of the aquifer systess
of the area.

The NPS believes that zero recharge conditions pravall over a
wide area. The nesrest avrea of any recharge is Timbeg Mt. which
18 toadequat ¢ly stawmtled aml cont alnn Basef Chacbent e face arecn Vo
provide wates for all the demands placed wpon the gsoundwates
systeas In the Beatty/Amargosa/Ash Meadows/Death Valley atea,

The same argument applies to the Kawich Peak area, leaving the

|_Atea dependent upon substant ive ground water rechasge from

4]

Response to Letter 2 Contin’u'e‘d

Local recharge ie and has been recognized to be a minor co-po.(m.
to the groundwater system in the vicinity of the Mother Lode
Project. As in much of southern Nevada, howsver, the regional
novenent of groundwater does result in recharge to the groundvater
systea from distant highlands. The movement of groundwater in
Crater Plat is from north to south indicating the arsa recelives
recharge from the Timber Nountain area. Other critical arese of
concern receive recharga from additional distant highlanda and thue
are not pecessarily subjact to impact along different flow paths
of the regional movement of groundwater. This is not mesnt to de-
enphasize the potential impact to any critical areas as a result
of groundvater development, but siwilarly, development at the
Mother Lode Project d¢ not nec rily impact areas believed to
be recharged from other aress. The proposed monitoring program
incorporates walls to the south and downgradient of the project to
allow documentation ot potential {mpact. The Nevada State Engineer
has the authority to regulata and restrict groundwater use based
on evalustion of monitoring results.
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Letter 2 Continued

contact us at any time. I would like to confirm the receipt of
your letter requeasting we send you coples of water monitoring
data acquired uader the Boad Gold monitoring plan. As soon as
data are obtained we will send thea to you in order for you to be
able to fulfill your cdbordination needs with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

USFHWS
prros, State Engineer

idy, Wilderness Soclety

Dane Flouam, Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund



Letter 3 - Response to Letter 3

United States Depustment of the latesior

FINES AN WM ANE. NERVU Y.

R VAWLS STATIUN
600 Ristthe Lone, Bullding € ' -
Reaw, Bavads 39302 R

Juae 82, 1989 . )
Tile # BiN-Y U
Jut LBty
Te: Avea Manager, Tonopah Ressurce Ates, Buteas uf land u-.;ann-t.

Las Veges, Reveds
Feom: Field Supervicor, Reao, levada
Subject: Graltl Zavisoanental Assessmeal Prupused Nuthe: Lude Psvject
The Tish and Valdisfe Service (Service) has seviewed the subject document,
which describes plons (o develop & heap Jeach gold mining aperalion on
sppreviastely 15 acres of & 250 acre site santl ol Beatly, WV, e uiler the
folloviag apecific comments:

Segtion 1.2 VYable 1.4

The Sesvice alsw sequites cunplisnce with the Nigiatusy Bisd Teraty At 16 3

3-1 V,.5.C. 101=018h, vhich provides preatection fer most species ol wild bisda tn
the United States and virtually sif specices of bisds vhich covid be expectied
to bs found ot the preject sile.

Zsctien 1,4,2
3-2 l:lh sugiest 1hal coaveyess be used 10 place ove on Lhe heaps, this vill help te 3

topiove peicolotion by teduciag conpaction Lhatl eccurs when using Liuchs.
[~ Alse, ve recomnend that & 47ip ayaten be used rather than sprinkiers. Both of
these selthods will holp (o teduce o slininste the poltentiel Tur poading of
3«3 ] seiution, thus teduciag pessidie enpesurte (o vildlile. Additionslly, these

[ ales suggest thal all coellection ditches be partislly (alled vith gravel, this
will preciuds any bisd s vhile agaia, lessening svaporetion. Ve
3 -4 tacrlitate flov of solution & petforated plastic pipe is placed beasath Lhe

L precipitation evenls,

[~ 10 18 steled In (he plan that solulion poads vill be covered with & plastic
neah 8creen (O praveal bitd sccess. While Lhe Service supporis wetting of all

elininates pregusnt and botren solul lon poads vith only én emeigency huolding
t3.5 pond being cnposed. I selution ponds appedr uaavordable we secommend that

ponds be deeply excavated o reduce the susface asea, this vill aid 10 welling
vhale, sgasn, veducing evapuration. {(The Nevada State Engineer’s Offace .
1asues dam peinits which are needed (01 1opoundacnts ol givates Lhan tru avee
n Llnl ol baquid. 14 as our undesstandiag that (heae peomity ace st dotlaculs
tu ublaing,

|__ucasures will seduce asvaporetion, (heredy helpiag 1o seduce valer needs. Ve 3

atavel, & higher barm may alse be aceded (o coatrol spills during uwausual k)

solution ponds, ve sugitdt that the applicant javestigate techaolagy that ]

Cumpllanve with the Migratory Uird Trealy Act lLes bLeen addud to
Table 1-2; pleass ses Appendix A, Errasta.

Geotechnlical studles to date indicate truck dumping would not
seriously affect percolation. Proposed agglomeration of the ore
wil} sigaiticantly increase percolation rates.

Drip irrigation is included in the proposed design; please refer
to Section 1.4.2 of the Draft EA.

USNGS will partially fill collection ditches with gravel to prevent
bird sccess and will increase the barm helght on the coflection
ditch side of the leach pads.

USNGS has designed the ponds to provide minimum evapaoration while
enabling effective operation of the pump suction lines.
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Letter 4 ~ Response to Letter 4

JUN 16 80)

RITTTTIN K B N 1YL ‘ i ¢
He e

Fonopah, Nv,

Ted Angle, Area NHoaager

HE: Mraft Fuviromenlel pssessmant, Prapased Mother LOd: Pruj)ect .
et M. Angle,

ve fcel the USHCS 3kculd be waide o fulluw «ll of the mitigation 4 = 1 USNGS will comply with the groundwater monitoring requiresants of

measuies a8 specatfied in Appendin A, Pars. ¢.2. 1ao sddit lon we the State Engineer. The monitoring plen will be developed by USNGS
éfe raquesting USNGS monitor one of our wells es the well “to and the Stats Englnesr to {ncorporate any special conditions
the north of the project site’. stipulated in the vater permits. Your request will be considered
A1s0 bacause of the uacertainity of the drav dowa cone we acre ia the development of this plan.

4-1 requesting USHGS monitor the discherge of Loag Springs which
18 aleo Nosth of the project site.
1€ sn the (uture the level of surface water 1o the wells being
monitored or the discharge of Loag Springs 1s wlfecied, USNGS
e Sh0UId Le made 10 Cosse and deslet pusping wates.

Y 4

N .
P.0. DOFZ 8))

Beatty, Nv.
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Letter 5

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY SERVICES
Copliel Complen
Coasoon Clay, Nevada 89740
1203) 885-5087

June 16, 1989

He. Theodoce Angle

Aces Nanager

Bugesw of Land Management
e.0. 8ox 911

Buildiag 102 Malicacy Ciccle
Tonopah, Nevade 05049

Res SAJ wv §0910005) Pgoject: E.A. - mother Lode Gold
Nine in Nye Coumry

Oeax Ne. Aagle:n

Aggached ave the comments (rom the Nevads Depsrtment of Wild-
1ile and the Divisions of Comsecrvatioa UDistricts, EBaviroasesntal
Protection, Historsc Preservatioa/iccheclogy and Hater Resoutces
snd the State PTice Narshal’s Office conceralng the sbove celer-
enced project.

Severasl ol the sbove sentioned asgencies have ralsed specilac
concetns that need to be addressed prlor to the Buresvw of Land
Ranageasnt’s tinal decision oa this project. In those circum-
stances whete BLN, the project proponent Or the contractor will be
cocresponding with State sgencles, the State Clescringhouse would
esppteciate copive o wuch COECwwpuInivncy .

We do cosmend the ENSR Coneulting snd Engineering firm on the
Lesalt Enviconmentel Assessaent (or this project. We were pactic-
ulagly impressed with Section 4.0 -- Cumulative lmpactl Assessment.
AlLer monthy Ol (equenting vacrious BLM daatsrcts o smprloment
cumuvlotive 1mpact analywin, It e teassuting tu sco that such an
analysies can Le accumplivhed 10 an opun and honcst msnnee .

Man tvan
Bwosse

Response to Letter 5

Thank you for your coasent.
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Letter 6

DEPARTMENY OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
SIVISION OF MSI0RIC PRESSEVAION AND ARCHEOLOGY
200 §. Fold Sseves
Cagitel Complen
Cosson Ciag, licvede 89740
(7833 000-6430

Juas 13, 1989
MHEMORANDUM
10: Joha Walker, Office of Commuaity Seivices
FROM: Alice M. Bechet, Stall Ascheologist /

B.A. - MOTHER LODS GOLD MINB IN NYE COUNTY SAl
NV 289300050

SUBJECT:

The Divisioa has seviewed (he eaviicamental asssssment oad BLM cultuial
tesouices sspost -109Mp) which was ke sesult of ea lntcasive
aicheclogical/hlatosic susvey of the pioject mssa. The sepoit indicales the
preseace of hlstotic propeities aligible for laciusion In the Natlonal Reglsies
of Histotic Places uader celietia 6. This office coacuied whih BLM'S
detciminations of Naticas) Regisies eligidility on May 13, 1989,

Host of the sigailicant siles Con be  svolded; bhowever, several
$Heo--CoNV-64-4878; CiNV-64-301¢ and CsNV-64-4882--appear (o be loceied
within the aies of impact. A data tecovery plan should be prepaied aad submitied
10 tMs ollice for seview as soom 8o possidbie. Additloaally, the BLM should
demonsisaie the means by which semsinlag propestics will be avolded such
o8 thiough feacing, resiticied access of toad closwss.

H questions remaia regaiding what is nscessary plaase call us.

AMB:emt

Response to Letter 6

The Bureau of Land MNanagemen
Historic Preservation Ofticer in a letter dated July 13, 1989.

t has recommended witigation to the State



Letter 7 | Response to Letter 7

OFFICE oF Connunily SEAVICES

si-g

NEVADA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

Rk Joka B. Welhar, Courdlapier

L2
__ Goveranr's Oltice

- Canmunity Services

T state s Wolalag Ollice
u-uouﬂ-
Agriculbure
Cconenic Dovelapasat
Cducotion
(aplopasnt Jacurlty O-u'hul
taman Resewrces

Aglag lervices
 weetta Divinten

X Toglistetive Covnsel Burosw
XA Masr ale

(Y N ] 89 300051

Attechnd lor rociee and commpal 18 » Copy of I Sleromentioned project.

1508 CAST ViLLIAN, 000K 100

CAnson CITT, nivADA ooN0
*83-3187

Wutioesr Vet IWoject G1iice  Canservelion snd Metural Rerewans

Pricess

Pudilc Service Commioslen

$04CC

S6ete Conmusications Bessd

Sesgtian

tew bon

Tronspertotion

W-Suresn of Wises

X O LibrerpGev. Panticotions

— GE-0ept. of Roage, Wildiilde,
snd faraatry

Wild tarse Canalsslon

AR Wrareee

X Olrecter’s 0tlice
A Stete Loads
A Cansorvation Blatricts
.4 Eavirenasatel Pretection
_ forosry
X Wigteric Preservation
ond Mctaaitegy

Stele Perny
x_ Uoter Reseow ot
§ Fire Manshal's Offsce

& Wine Jnspector

rosch E.A. - tother Lade Gold Mine in Nye Qunky

Fissss ovelusie 10 sin ropnct tu.

1) e progrents ollec? an gowr plons aad preprens; ) iy laperteace of 11 contrioutiun %o 300 end/ur ares-
wlan goote ond oo jecliises, ond 30 191 accard vith ong applicobio lovs, wddrs & roguisiions olibh ohicd yuw weo

fomliiber obin,

least il 1oun Gnoassls w0 LAMA e
10 apprugs 1000 Son bolee snd refure i lera to tals ellice.

L/ M8/ . lgre punt cusmantns I} wppilcoble, Chmcd

Ploste ¥ 3 svedr If yow Moo 0 Conaval o TN

sreject. Il you e wiedie o commpal by W Irestrited dale, plesse astliy this office. Revievers mep Swbsil-
tute thle teve oith ogiacy lelterhosd. IF (otiesbood 08 wied, plocee clln The JAL ausbar 1100ed sbeve.

Conteranie @msired (e olev)
T Candiitunel supeer | 100s bolow!
T Direspravel ol lending

iavs?l specily ressan bolow)

e cosmpal en talp preject
- regesel supper tad oo writlen
L #esitinnsl laterastion (000 bales)
QiAo Wit
Sauping oocused (n Januasy 1989, Mtedwd aiv youwl MEVIGW ummeils.

AGCT CONMDRE: tasw sddlticnel sthaols 10 sucwssery) X
Inls office has rveviewed the waler resources related section of the subject
Environmeatal Assesiment and has no porticular cosmeatl. A sligalficant record -
was developed at the administrative hearing of Jonuary 10, 1949, The prolests
te the qranting of applications 51555, 51556 and 5¥45) were overruled on June
15, 1949 and permits to appropriate waler L0 support the profect are Lo he graated
subject o wonltoring. Applications $284) through S52A50 for additiona) well
locations are notl requesting am additionsl spproprietion of water, hut pmtes(s
were Limely filed ond action on 57857 Lhrough 52850 1s veadiag.

Tl étwﬁd&__ MORAULIC CNGIN(I] ... H8S-40Q .. LT

Thank you for your comment.
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Letter 8
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Response to Letter 8

USNGS will cosply with these requirements.
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Letter 9
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and see.
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Response to Letter 9

Please see the response to comment 3-6.
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Adr: Gay McClesry -

[~ Atr quelity applicetions have been recelved;, however, USHGS clalmed o per-
cent reduction from Lhe control equipment Lhan whal IS accepted. Therefore, the
predicted particulate emissions will actuslly be much higher. (page 3-3, fagging
| sprays have ¢ sanioum contrl efficlency of 852)

10-1

Weter: Ralph Copurro -

™ NOEP, Water Quality, mede some cammenis on Lhe original scoplng document for
this project which ware to be addressed fa the draft €.A. In reviguwing the
draft E.A., 1t appears Lhal sone of Lhe camments/coacerns were sddressed or com-
mented on. Prior to coastructlon, WOEP roquasts that Lhese polats be addressed.
In addition, Best Management Practices (os defined be BLN) will need 10 be used
on al) construction., UThe Tirst ttorsge teak sres should mot ealy be bermed but
also Vined to protect agalast leskage. Leach fleld seplic tonks will need Lo be
L_spproved by the Nevads Divisicn of Health, CHPS.

10-2

Moste: Allen Blayggl -

™ The project will generate sigatficant emounls of solid wiste. Where wil)
this material be disposed of? 1 dispasal on-site (s desired, approvel wust be
obtained from the NOEP. I dispose) s Lo occur ia Beatly, what will the

|_ Impacts be to that facliity ond Nye Counly?

“0-4C

ke ,r— WIlE undergroumt tanks be used to store petrolcws or cercla Histed cheml-
10 - 5] alv? 11 so, tank constouctbon sill confurw Lo requisements ot lined ta 40
. Ld N, Pert 20, .

10-3

Wil solvents for degreasing be used? 18 30, huw will they be dispascd of ?
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Response to Letter 10

The ODraft EA air quality analysis wves based on (nformation
presented in the air quality application subsitted to the Neveds
Departassat of Environsental Protection (NOEP). This Inforsation
has since been revised by the applicant in response to questions
and CONCOTNE skpreesed by NOEP. The EA has been revised to rufle ¢
the new dets (ses ix A, Brrats). WNDEP has cevently lesuesd
the sir persit tor this projecc.

The referenced comments on the original scoping docuasnt were
addressed in the Draft Envir tal A t. The following e
sn item-by-iten discuseion of each of the four originsl coaments.

. One coamant concerned the effect on wvater quality of a
possible bresch of the ponds or leek of the liners. A
discusetlon of thie subject e contained In Yection J.) end
Appendix A 0f the Draft ka.

. One coament concerned planting ot topsoil and other
stockpiles. In Section 1.4.5.2 of the Oraft EA, (U {s stasted
thet topsoil stockpiles will be seeded with (Cast-qgrowing
species. Opportunities do not exist to plant other stockplles
due to thelr active mature.

. One coamant indicated that diversions need to accoamodate a
100-year, 24-hour storm event: water diversions will ove
desi end constructed In coapliance with these
Toquicreasents.

. It was suggested thet reclamation be coordinated with other
ageacies. The U.85. Soil Conservation Service hes been
coatacted end will continue to be involved, as appropriate.

Requirements of persits issued by the State of Neveda are designed
to easure laplemsntetion of Best Management PracticCes.

The storage tank sres will be conetructed in cospliance with all
tederal and state regulatiocns for groundweter protection.

once the finsl location of the sanitary vaste systes has been
determined, USNGES will obtaln the necessary approval from the
Kevada Division of Wealth.

solid vaste from the MNother Lode Project will be collected by o
licensed contractor for disposal at the county landfill west of
Beatty. The landfill hee an estimated resaining life of
spproximately 10 years.

Used solvents and used oil will be picked up by an outside vendor
tor offeite trestment and dispoeal. .

There will be no underground storsge tanks sssoclated vwith the
Kother Lode Project.
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Letter 11 Response to Letter 11
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June 8, 1989

MEMORANDUMN

' H John B, Walker, Coordinator /
FROM: Chris K, Presman, Coaservation District Specialist ’ s
SUBJECT: SAL NV 28900051 - Mother Lode Gold Mine

[~ 1, The reclamation plan covered in the Draft Environmsental 11 = 1} Please refer to the response to comment J-6 for a diecussion of the
Assessment Proposed Mother Lode Project does & good BiN's reclamation goals.
1 -1 job of identifying actiocns that are to be taken.

Houever, reclamation needs to be keyed to the future
] success of the disturbed lands Lelng able to support

wildlife and other multiple uses.

— t 1 tated - id be oNnoa 11 - 2 In addition to the economic rationale provided In Section 1.5 ot
:o b:c:l:ll u::npt::..;‘. 2:.':..'.:} u;o‘:.. b.c::‘:ﬂ u,‘c;: the Draft EA, another reason for not backfilling the pit is the
beneficlal §f 1t lessens the steepuuss of slopes end potential for USNGS to mine the sulfide depoait buneath the oxlde

reduces erosion., An area that is to receive topsoil deposit at some time in the future.

:‘“t“'.o teke & better planting 1f the slopes are not It should be noted that the economic analysis presented in Section
o stese- 1.5 of the Draft EA does not include such additional costs es
s wou permitting, water supply dJdovelopment, provision of an omploysa
11-2 :::'ol:).o‘l;l‘:?‘ ;:v:.?.|:“:.|‘|?'::.::,..“:dl;‘;‘;“:o ‘;::d:'c‘: traller court, and provielon of & municipal water pipeline tu
25,000 ounces of gold a year that requires 1.5 willion Beatty.
tons of earth to be moved the grose profit is $5.08) per .

ton. This s assuaed gold has a value of $150.00 per
ounce. 1f the overheed cost s 428 then $2.46 a ton (s
needed to process the ore and rugain capltol
tnvestments. This would leave 4 profit of $3.37 a ton
for every ton of earth moved. Thervfore a cost of 3.85
a ton to backfill has eome potentiel considerstion ia
ateas that could benetit from o litlle extia work to
L. put them back into productive habitat,
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| etter 11 Continued

Animal performance and plant production from continu-
ously grazed cool-season reclaimed and native pastures
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNON
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY SERVICES
Capltel Comples
Casoon Clty. Novada 89240
(363) 683-8487
June 23, 1989
He. Theodose Angle
Afea Menager
Bureau of Land Management
£.0. Box 911
Suilding 102 Military Ciccle
Tonopah, Neveds $9049
Re: SAI NV 389300051 Project: E.A. - Mocher Lode Gold

Mine in Nye County

Osar Mr. Angle:

Atcached is an additional comsent from the Nevads Department
of Minerals that ves received efter our previous latter to you.
loame Incupuiats 1hin vommentl fo yous chictudon mok Lo oo o woan.

ly,

R (A by

Jovm . walker, (.oon)mnoz
State Clearinghouse, NICS/SIMOC

Juw/l )
tnclosure
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Letter 12 Continued

soployee houeling, Il necwevery, pruvided the wine Lilu iu vapuunkel
beyond Lhe prevent ast inales.

This pruoject le reletively shusl-teim ax wnvinbimud tn ine
tavig Aol A L. Tiw wlnluy Company 16 compialannt ol
commuaity meeds directly etiribuledle 0 Ilw upwistlion. Tiue tu
demunetreted by the offer Lo construct & medicul bulipml, hiio »
pert-tine librarion, and supply weler LU Uoelly wuael tu Lhal wued by
Ite enployess ond thelr depondanis.

To mitigate poteatiel wildilie wortalities Lhe Molher lude
Project will enploy nellilng and Fomn:lng Tor 100 boages bumcle wsebut dou
poads. Thuse methuds have pruved wucteselul 10 wigallbcunt by vedu biny
wortalitios and are recammended by boih Lhe U.B. Viuh and Wildlile
Segvice and Neveds Department of Wildiile.

in the avent Lthet Lhe sullide ure body con Imw mined vonl -
ollectively, & now eavi tel L will Lo sepuland.
Therelore, thie probles need aul bLe addrvesed (urther ot thin tlme.

Oversll. thie dsafl Bavis tal A t addressen polent bal
caviconmentel probleas and Lhelr witiyativn. Il to logpustoannt Tus the
company Lo coatinue ite cummitment to maintelining dislogue wilh Lthe
commuality. USNGS appeets Lo heve responded Lo all requests where
Cesslble.

The Beelly ares, and dNye County ae a whole, should benefit by
additional enployment opportunities, lncr d Lan ¢ . ond
otimuletion Lo the private sector econamy.

The Neveda Daparlmeat of MineTals suppoctte Lhe Wother Lode
Project se It Lo resscaable, consletent with locel end couaty land use
objectives, and consletent with other operetions in the slale.

Sincerely,

LhH ) Vord -

Walter 8. Lombardo
Lae Vegas Oflice

wi/lw



