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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

MAR 4 1991

- - - oo o

Mr. John J. Linehan
Deputy Director
Division of High-Level
Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety .
- and Safeguards /
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Mr. Linehan:

Thic responds to your December 14, 1990, letter from J. Linehan
to D. Shelor regarding two observations made by the U.S, Ruclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) during a quality assurance audit

of the Sandia National Laboratories (SNL), conducted at
Albucuerque, New Mexico, during August 20-24, 1990. The
observations are noted in Section 5.10(2) of the NRC Observation
Audit Report No. 90-7 for the Yucca Mountain Project Office Rudit
No. 90-04 of SNL and are identified as Observations 5.10(2) (1)
and (2), as discussed in the next two paragraphs.

Observetion 5.10(a) (1) stated that Yucca Mountain Project -

\ Administrative Procedure AP-5.8Q, "Reporting and Resolution of

' Quality Concerns,® has not yet been developed and implemented by
the Yucca Mountain Project. Thus, it cannot yet have been
implemented at SNL. In response, the U.S. Department of Energy
has been developing the Quality Concerns program. The program
has undergone several iterations as & result of management input.
It is anticipated that the procedure will be implemented by
April 1, 1991. e

Observation 5.10(z)(2) concerned whether audit and surveillance
checklists are considered as quality assurance records., In
response, the Office of Quality Assurance (0QA), Office of
civilian Radioactive Waste Management, made a policy decision
that the checklists associated with andites and surveillances were
not OQA records. The policy would apply to all levels of the
program. The SNL program is consistent with this position.
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If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact
ne at (202) 586-1462. _

Sincerely,

Linda J. Desell, Acting Chief

Regulatory Integration Branch

Office of Systems and Compliance

Office of Civilian Radiocactive
Waste Management

ce: :
R. Loux, State of Nevada

M. Baughman, Lincoln County, NV

D. Bechtel, Clark County, NV

§. Bradhurst, Nye County, NV

P. Niedzielski-Eichner, Nye County, NV
K. Hooks, NRC



03/12/91 10:18 202 586 9608

RW-20 / RW-30

i —— » — -

@oo1

= 57 14 dpweeis br RAKS. Ae BN

COWpNeLASIFEY

§. BEERT AROVE. CAMSFCATEN LEVEL. URCLATRIFES. OF OFWCLL. Ui Cie Y

4 MERLACE COFTANS WLARDMDATAY

FZ” Gaevopin har Msgsage Jwrir et o
Sy dmpiiyy siipe w Snvwagrtef ]

Cows =

US. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

TELECOMMUNICATION MESSAGE

2. U WAEN OUmED

- ——

j TS GO ARWT
e mvwrse sl b inttrwciinne . | COSSIS OF PACES
0 O
s, PRECEDONCE DELIONATION (X~ Gupaaem $os!. S. TYPL OF BESMADE . O e CESINES
bt SO COMMICATION CIRCTER LXE
SON NORMLA: USE GMERGENCY LS5E OMv. Y D.,,,,._
acron Dt 7 Priweer L owasen [ $asx Dm“-
wo Dewn i Doxuing) D usan U._“'“ ""I - o y
. ON ‘ 7. OPFGAL BUSWESS vy

-y W e Pime—

BE BRIEF - ELIINATE UNNICESSARY WORDS

16. QRCIKATOR 0% supurets Bves. aorer

11, DERVATIVELY CRARSFED NS!
e, Myriby Symie’ § Tel. ko)

(ori Hocaluss i i
~ e o Syt St ——— s
DOE/HQ M .::?[ Dﬂ:fvmmcmxf-r""' !

- -1
Declassify o0 S OADS

fhe F g-v9¢- 2732

Cerivatwrly Clsuifeed by .W Oucoanty i
- Do v " ey 1 )
Yok sy e Gesermnd Sk & Gt St , ] i
Ty el Loy
< [t ifypo Tt b 405 famve e B 184 .
DERIVATIVE DERVATVE \ Z |
CLASSIFER CLASSWER | -
e e Te Bve~e 1nE Tl i

¢ 25, ISERT BELOW, CLASSFICATION LEVEL, UNCLASSIFIED. OR OFFICIAL USE DMLY

—

Jo YNCLASIFIED



03/12/91  10:17 B202 586 9608 RW-20 / RW-30

LY ; v - N ." l'.

Department of Energy
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Mr. John J. Linehan
Deputy Director
Division of High-Level
Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
- and Safeguards /
U.S8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Mr. Linehan:

This responds to your December 14, 1990, letter from J. Linehan
to D. Shelor regardlng two observatlons nmade by the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC} during a quality assurance audit

of the Sandia National Laboratories (SNL), conducted at
Albucuerque, New Mexico, during August 20-24, 1990. The
chservations are noted in Section 5.10(a) of the NRC Ohservation
Audit Report No. 90-7 for the Yucca Mountain Project Office Audit
No. 90-04 of SNL and are identified as Observations 5.10(a) (1)
and (2), as discussed in the next two paragraphs.

Observation 5.10(a) (1) stated that Yucca Hountain Project -

. Administrative Procedure AP-5.8Q, "Reporting and Resolution of

" Quality Concerns,® has not yet been developed and implemented by
the Yucca Yountain Project. Thus, it cannot yet have been
implemented at SNL. In response, the U.S. Department of Energy
has been developing the Quality Concerns program. The program
has undergone several iterations as a result of management input.
It is anticipated that the procedure will be implemented by
April 1, 19¢1. ~

Observation §.10(2) (2) concerned whether audit and surveillance
checklists are considered as quality assurance records. In
response, the Office of Quality Assurance (0QA), Office of
civilian Radioactive Waste Management, made a policy decision
that the checklists associated with audits and surveillances were
not 00A records. The policy would apply to all levels of the
program. The SNL program is consistent with this position.
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If vou have any questions regarding this matter, please contact
me at (202) 586-1462.

Sincerely,

Linda J. Desell, Acting Chief

Regulatory Integration Branch

Office of Systems and Compliance

Office of Civilian Radioactive
Waste Management

cez:
R. lLoux, State of Nevada
M. Baughran, Lincoln County, NV
D. Bechtel, Clark County, NV
&. Bradhurst, Nye County, NV
. Niedzielski-Eichner, Nye County, NV
Fooke, NERC



