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 Clouding'the
- dumpissue -

. 1 just read Mary Manni;zg's“Don
-dero: Fight dump With numbers” -::i

(SUN, Jan. 17) I find it distressing . ‘'
_that & Clark County eommissioner -
“and a trained reporter are both soiill- ~ ~
_informed on a subject they are willing
to have boldly printed in a newspaper.
THLE e TE iy PELSETL Y
In the article, Dondero Is seeking
support from the hotel industry to
fight the dump, as she believes its
location in Nevada will somehow pre-
/ vent tourists from coming to Las
- Vegas. The article moves quickly to . .
describe a situation in South America "' : 1

whete two men in search of junk :

“tnetal found a stainless steel cylinder '
- containing eestum-187.:P'm fiot cer-.
““tain why the teporter tried to tie this
™ situation ‘to the location ¢f & radio- "~
L-Active repository in Nevada unless it
~‘was to foster the perdéption that one ™
= Jeould dig around in the dump and find
#hall -kinds Bf phdioactive fhatetial to
;:warrrhorn{i oA "f" Jrip
o B oo PR G ol iR 1
&Y% 1 ,mzs@?&at.}bg edinmissioner .
“%and the tepartet ‘goild betefit*the ¢
;publie they serve if they first fvail
i ‘themselves of factual data sbout the .
* ‘emplacement of radioactive material
‘¥in a tepésitory and then $pend their
“time and energies tducating the pub-
Z1ic 4S to those facts The public de-
%served to be well informéd ¥nd per-"
fnitted to ke intelligent Becisions -
;-based on'fact, not hysteria-motivated - it
*articles @tid speeches by 8 tom- =TV
¢ - missioner who hasn’t taken the time ~ < -
* _tolearn about the subject about which
*she purports to be so knowledgeable.
L L e DALE HEDGES



abandon’ plan'"

by depanment scientist Jerry Szy-
. manski on his theory was released’
Thursday by Gov. Richard Bryan.
Bryan called it an “indictable of-
fense” that the Energy Department
had the report in November and
failed to make it public before Con-
gress voted in December to make
 Yucca Mountain, 110 miles north-
" west of Las Vegas, the only site
studied for the dump, .- 77 -...
~ Furthermore, he contended, the
department knew as early as 1984,
but chose not to make public, Szy-
" manski’s’ belief" that - earthquake
and 'volcanic dctivity ‘at” Yucca
* Mountairéould cduse potentially..

nund Wi

highest order, he sai :
:‘lt s a CYA (covg:' gom ass) pro-

* gram,” Bryan said. 5320 75 5

%+ Carl Gertz, head of the ‘Jeparf-‘_

ment’s nuclear waste management -
"program in Las Vegas, disputed the
_remarks Bryan made at a news

conference in Las Vegas.

The department always intended
to release Szymanski’s report but
not until it had undergone a thor-
ough review by other scientists, he
said.

“We are reviewing this theory,
Gertz said. “It’s always been in the
scientific forum.”

Gertz said his predecessor, Don- -

ald Vieth, asked Szymanski in
1986 to compile his theory in a

: . » D ..
" igye
at.Y M‘Q\‘miam e it urisuits
" able for'a hxgh leve] nuclear waste
* dump the department should

v o an

Ianday. January 32 98&_

Rene Gennanler[ﬁevlew-.!ouma{ >

REPORT RELEASED - Gov. Rlchérd Bryan discusses a report
released Thursday that is critical of Yucca Mountain as a site for a-

high-level nuclear waste dump.

report. When Gertz replaced Vieth
last year, Gertz said, he also en-
couraged the scientist to complete
his work.

“If it's not the right site, we
don’t want to build it there,” he
said.

Gertz said tha: although the re:
port is dated November 1987, he
did not receive it until Dec. 22

3
~
B

Robert Loux, head of the state’s
Nuclear Projects Agency, said his
office received a copy of the report
from Szymanski on Dec. 24. A
“cursory review” of it by his staff
indicated Szymanski had a vahd
theory, Loux said. '

Brvan portraved Szymanski as®a

“whistle blower” who took consid--.
Planca gan DIIMDIAA
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- From 1A

erable risk in giving a wpy of the
report to state officials, who have
contended that Yucca Mountain is
unsafe as & nuclear waste dump.
The governor elso called him a

longtime government  employee '

with a doctorate in geology. Sever-
el times, Bryan referred to Szy-
mansh as “doctor.” ,

' Szymanski, however, eaid he

does not have a doctorate. He has a -3+

“Imaster’s degree from the Universi-’
“ty of Warsaw (Poland) in engifieer-
‘ing, geology and geohydrology. He

;etebutneve,reompleted Szy-
f'ménskieaxd.’# e, i’h zy
#His first job:

PP At p .
FE SRS, S RPN A S

: government was in 1983 when he

went to work with the Energy De-

partment’s office in Columbus,
Ohio. He was assigned to the de-
partment’s Las Vegas office in
February 1984. ¢

Szymanski said he was told this
week that Bryan, who is a possible
candidate for the U.S. Senate this

© year, intended to release the docu-

ment. T e
Iy | eouldn’t ltop them. I told
»them I-didn’t ‘bélieve politics

LAY

-ghould be involved,” he gaid. wiw - utudy into Yucca

close the nexne of hls fridnd.
__ “What I was hopmg for was that
this would receive the proper tech-
nical review,” he gaid. . .

" “Whether my theory is incorrect
is anotker story. The picture is not
as rosy as some paint it. There are
risks (at Yucca Mountam) and

‘ they are consnderable

. PENAS IS S ltl-?}. ;A.s_;'
o ‘He eaid ke wanted the Iederal
governmenttohalt
tain’s suit-

% Bzymanski said he mailed d copy "ﬁbﬂltyforthedum!ﬂmtﬂhhlﬂhe-
“ has ‘done work toward his doctor- - ofhzsreporttoefriendofh:swbo «ory could be investigated further,

7works in Loux’s
!iéb*’kﬁ A txri’ﬂf mﬁ

.....

.#He wanted

1y agwm P Lt yem:awfwmnd try to coniceal

“But, “Szymanski d,*he fpever
ﬂ:mght i the Ene?ggﬂeparhnent

‘concerns.
HiRein boagwiihe b IS ST

o _“Weﬂl

htstle‘]alowe

‘W iuc f‘.
’know ﬁh’at_ £
mmd.i i/t

ma “The_ governor alsg expreseed
:~concern that

&'are other’ documen

yearonthed:"’b.'
laid, l;quqver. ﬂhd I
been a congressman, - ";ny .
position would have' r

t the scientist might be 3 ing in the non';,m,es, nnd thepad ﬁm&w

* fired by the

v '.t Lo e e wnﬂ-’

“In the eyes of Nevada, Jerry Szy-_:

co 1o Mlaidde B eede iR laj erwreows

.Depertment.
‘“We'll want to hear what happens
' ::ld poor Dr.. Szymanski, ‘Bryan

Reid, D-Nev.," laid, ‘unseat Sen. Chic’
eaidhedoesnotknowifthereport

- u—.u.ﬁmm:m Leiadzani: W d oo b

Sy

OW

:;.Bryan,
rdeateintheraeethisyea:

EarE NSRRI Ry & SPTY L e AR

t, R-Nev., -

“likel: Uemoetatic ean- ‘”gresswoman would ’hﬁ'v"e’ £16™¢om-
“the to Tment on the “feport until,

f’e re

oexved and read it. <33y
i 1 e=Laurg WIngatd

1.5 billion_ 7 |




Nevada congressional delegation not surprisex
i: SUN ST Wett - - R ::m:;mm.m&%;ﬁgmgm&%;mm‘myg« g

. Of problems since Day One « "%, .- v 2. i 1" This new information is further support formy’ DOE scient

" §- 7 Nevada's senators and representatives in Wash-*" Ren James Bilbray, D-Ney., called upon DOE; “to - ,contention that thera "arél severe safety problems.. 7Tn the eye
" ington’ reacted without surprise Thursday to 4 move onto angther site,* and criticized the agency - assoclated withi deép geological disposal of high" fe said -

*t " goveriment'report saying Yucca Mountain is en-"" for not releasing the stndy when Congress was  Jevel puclear waste, especially at Yocea Mountain®- . *It's pat
= Suitable fof a nuclear dump, but with resolve 10 - gehating the Issue in December. .- ¢~ *' " Hecht said.- RSt r e s e e eareer to le
start a fresh battle to keep nuclear wasté out of -~ “DOK's own scientist has confirmed our worst *; , “That is why I have been nrging Congress to  that should
Yucea's voleanic tuff; NI suspicions,” Bilbray said. “I want to hear why DOE, consider safer, more effective alternatives, such as ' Herrington

.- J3% Serl. Harry Réid, D-Nev!, said the release of & * kept this report under wraps, I want to know what  reprocessing t wasteand burning it asenergy,"he - | “I'm cert
'» " DO cfentist’s document showing Yncea Mountain plans DOE has for alternative sites, and I want to - 'added.# * . ; .- AR e e TN lurking in ¢
g unsnitable as thé nation's nuclear dump proves the - know ‘what othey” reports” aré’ lurking In desk - }-} Reid said he plans (6 aek F4 Kay, director of we probabl
» department’s disregard for the Inw and for Nevada. drawers that haven't seen the light of day yet® * DOE's Civilian Radioactive Waste Management Reid added
-~ “This s another example of how the DOE has - Bilbray added, “A sin of omission Is stili a sin." _program, on Jan. 26 why the DOE disregarded its ! R Ba
a dumped on Nevada,” Reid said of the study that was - Sen. Chic Hecht, R-Nev,, sald the new study lends ~scientific finding and continued to suport Yucea avai, .o f



] By Mary Mannlng
‘SUN Staﬂ erter

"_gmgemment ‘seientist -
that raim serious questions about :

hg suitability of Yucea Mountain
ithess ite for 'the nation s first .

svember,’ a»month before Congre\ _
“chose» YuccatMountain, about 60

o miles northwest of Las Vegas.

*the national’tuke*dump.
Sgymanskl the governor
added expressed concerns to
DO orsas-early as 1984, -

. 1

*this'DOE-gener-
,report?so ‘incriminating —
rt ‘the. fact- that it 'sup- -
. ports'state "conclusions that the
f site i¥nnsuitable®- is the fact that
i DOE"'vapparently‘ failed to make
eﬂggress*’aware*of its' contents




Bryan charges
DOE quashed
Nevada study |

- Continued from Page 1A

- debate over the merits of singling

=" out the Yucca Mountain site as the
only .one to.be evaluated as a
repository location,” Bryan said.

_; of Texas and Weshlngton sites were
.5 eliminated by Congress.” &% ' - ..
;"wi:” }:“This"1s bureaucratic ar-
" ¥ rogance of the highest order and
. 97 has enormous implications when
Yiewed in concert with other DOE
isdirections dnd ‘convenient
‘omissions with regard to the Ne-
ada site,” he added. °. - §& v
- Szymanski gaid in his report
,; that underground preasure from
; 'ngomg volcanic and seiggdc e~
i tivity ‘may force corroswa watér
within_the’ .mountain “through
A cracks” and fissiires,” eveitually
;% leading to, the repos1tory ‘where
* nuclear containers ould be tor-
ﬂ' roded, although DOE regulations

;_' * . say they must last 10,000 years.
I "~ %%“To Ine, the indictable public
: o offense is that while Congress was
Lo narrowing the focus to one site,
v"DOE_by: their, ‘silence has ‘com-
-+ mitted an act of public ir-
L responsibmtyv eBryan said.
S “They’ve put ;i “all: thelr 9huclear
- eggsjn one basket in Nevada ,,,,,
. The DOE tellsadxfferentstory
: ~. Nuclear Waste Project Manager
.- -3 Carl Gertz said the Energy De-
""1partment asked Szymanski to pre-
. -%v’pare the report in November “1
+S'received the report with his cover
letter on Dec. 22,” Gertz §aid. ;&%
1 However, the draft Yéport. the
‘governor handed ut _at the press’)
:conference in tLas’ Vegis !vvas

«,dated,u er 9873 L0
‘ﬁﬁad B
‘rc'report_,pver to DOE inYdte De:
cember. It was typed |n Novém:")
:ber, ‘then revised i “December, >
;When he added equatlons, he said.
{¥121f the governor thinks Wé are
trying o’ auppress ’“;he q‘xeport,
égerry Junderstati derytan 4'e iew
& rocess,” |
.,'- ;Sr: think ﬁ, % ')'"3\ "3? 2‘,
. +'¢'don’t ‘think he nde“d it fo"be
. Oreleased in this form,” he ‘said.-
-1 “It’s the only one that comes to
this kind of conclusion. We have
'i thousands of reports or aspects of

&Y

"t.-'

r

- -R-Yucca Mountain 5% oty o . "l

v

:' The governor pointed out that

- DOE has historically disregarded |
‘the same concerns expressed by
.-Szymanski, when state and Nucle-

* ar Regulatory Commission repre-
.+ sentatives raised issues of
groundwater flow, earthquakes
and VOlcanlc actwity at Yucca

c‘ Mountain Bt ity ?i-,.
L Nuclear“Was %mc Offxce
Dxrector Robert Loux said state

. ;Scientists saw ‘gvidence 1 water
g passing through uch grécks ‘at
4+ 9. Yuéca Mountain in 1984 on'd field
. Wtrip with the Nuclear Regu!atory
g COmmlss]on.gDOE “and

" 9 Szymanski. HighhoamE g b

' :sclentist said he has ‘not had -any
-~ g'pressure from DOE ‘officlals. -
* «1*There is nothlng of that sort,” he

. s.vsaid ’”“ g' & h’& b‘;&*{
2. ~The study is under review by
T DOE scientists, Szymanski said.
*Asked why the report was not
made known to Congress as it
 deliberated on choosing a single
& dump site, Szymanski replied, “I
.+ -think it is the usual way of dealing
with scientific matters. Other sci-
“+:.entists look at it. This is the prop-
.- er way to deal with “Scientific
S & matters ey «"*W. tt!. 2 *.-},s SN
.+ The Nuclear Waste Project
_;'. Committee plans 10 -meet’ lm-
"..» mediately and decide actions, pos- -
. " -a;sibly a criminal Jawsuit, to rec-
. yommend to the governor and the
o 9f1egislature, sald Chairman Grant
s.Sawyer. - SRR
h i.Sawyer noted that the 1982 Nu- 4
jiclear Waste Policy Act, amended
1987, requires that DOE ¢ cooper-
.ate with states and Indian tribes.’
‘Lln this case, DOE did not fiotify |
the state, although Nevada' Jof-.
,gﬁcials raised the Same concerns,
g.'he added.” - AR

.
e

;.. When phoned at his office; the |
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* . nuclear'age. Alfirst, l'msurellwaaunlnlenttonalbu(utlmawnt ;f

by and the hole grew larger, the powers that be were forced 104 &
. cover up the mistakes of the past and the ongolng present. Jha ' 3
;- yesult is 8 bureaucracy which has as its Very rature the prcpgmlly::

"r.i ) distort, confuse and ie whenevar nemssqar; e ,ms.jg;,‘&,‘m i
“+ . Risnosscret thatlocating the nation's radioactive waste dump '

Sk * 48 one of thosa potitical problems ssemlingly without e solution.. ' . 4
EN & Congress finally decided to ram It down our threats in Nevada tr‘l‘ i

r e " some deft maneuvering by & few politiclans whose backyards * .5

. - . scemed most sullable for housing the 10,000-year death lhreat. H ‘-J

L The only citizens to scream, of edurse, are Nevadans becausa the |

. rest of the country s thankiul to have escaped this nu| a pped
o ; "o buﬂel. . ; e n“ -, H“l 1"5.\. “':
S * Now comes the news lha! &DOE cc!entllt - one omployed by u .

! thé governmaent - submitted a report that suggests quite ltrongw .
1 that Yucca Mountain may not be g sultable slie o house the dump.;
. This leflow is not some guy hired by a citizéns group thal ls dnady
opposed 10 the dump In Nevada, he ls one of them. And he 828 75 i
* the government miay be asking lor lrouble In lqdng 1olocalethe ')
dump I Nevada, P ERRE AR 2

Naturally, the DOE, which Is comprised of Amertcansgond andb’

“true 8nd sworn to uphold the principles under which we ell stan

d.l,

rushes to the Congress which is dellberaung on thla very Istuoend;
" tells them the news. Right? Ll atlpdid

Wrong. & "n} i ' "’m"

f!:l

They bury the report or losa it on one of a ihousand dasks ﬁnﬁl‘l,'

- alter the Gongress handles the politically hot issua. The DOE *

. i8flowed Congress to make a deciglon that could ¢ost the mpaym
“mufti-billions of dollars and years of effort by fafling to alert them: -

to the potentia! problems, Al T SR,

- And how does DOE explainite nagllgent behavior, or wonn?l ‘.

It claims this report is but one of many and the onty oneto ¢

}ﬂ‘

" suggest slie flaws. That could mean that this Is the only guy bllna
paid by the government to look his gill horse In the mouth, Oz it 117
could mean thal the othors have not finished thelr reparts, Orit 5
could mean that this guy somehow slipped through the cracks €g

which were des!gned to eliminate any report that suggusted Yu
Mountain was not sultablg. Or It could mean he was the enly oni
to study the volcanic flaws In the area. Or it gcu!d mesn vlnu:n

anything. A .. PR "{

' DOE spokesmen, howsver, then come up with the ummata : -‘ we

“ bursacratic smokescreen fo cover up thelr lying ways. DOE Pro]oot
Manager Carl Gartz cleims the reason Congrass and tha Amaerican
peopla ware kept In the dark wes because the report was ot teally

@ report becausa it had not undergene a “pear’! review, -4 -

A lwo-Inch thick report pald for by the United Gtates govemmcnt
did not exist because the author's peers had nétreviewed i) ~i e
~ guessif Nevadans can swallow the wcnd'l ndlnacttve wiaste they

thtwl

* canswallowthat,tool e dap et gt
it sounds to me that & pser roviswls one of thoa RIflY v'uiv

bureacratic inventions which assures that only one polnt ¢f viaw wlll

aver surfece through the DOE, Thase who have the courageta. :

dissent based on sclentllic evidence will be sllanced by thelr pnrl L
. and, i they refuge 1o maintain 8 stif and closed upper ilp, will sla
¥ -nl v

longarbe hired by the agency they oftandad, o iws -+ 1o « Sick

Wtis decaltful, maliclous, un-American and dmﬂgm traliorous
. Yoourwayof life. it Is also nice and neat and very workabla, In~ 4,
" ahort, it Is the perfect potiticat coverup In a world where lles and .87,
decoll are a way ol ke, CF 8 L OO L B 1,;!
in Russla, 8 country whose democratic traditions have not et .4.
been embraced as & blueprint for our own way of life, they hava %
their own DOESs. But there, Instead of burying offensive repom. u'
they bury tho report-writer, You'd be surprised what e fewysars ba -
Siberia or the clean-up detell at chsmohyl villl doto keep thetruth
. well-hidden, . R N T I s o
s+ Nevadans are not antl-government. We bellave in Amerioa and...
resist with alt our might the ways of the Soviets, As e group, we +,"

. have probably glvan more of curselves tqward thedetanse o 3\!1
A

. ountry than any of cur slster states, Sl
" But we ere plso enIndependant psople who know s Xe whan
hear . We heardltWadnesday - gne olalong listof umnnhl

“from the DOE., R R
* f guess that's why Dick Bryan got so mad. Ha lsoneo! Ihou

tomlcllns like George Washington, Thomat Jetfarson and Abq 1

Q‘

Incotn who believa the qovemmanl should tell the lrym to lha
people. Good for him. ¥
Awondér Hf there sre any other politiclans who lllll balleve

tmth? Or maybe they bellavelnpeeuevlm g 2
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