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S . UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

_ Reply to:
47 1050 East Flamingo Rd.
> R Suite 319
'37 '\BR a ‘ Las Vegas, Nevada 89119

Tel: (702) 388-6125
FTS: S598-6125

T0O: Mr. Robert E. Browning, Director
FROM: " Paul T. Prestholt, Sr. Dn-Site Licensing Representative
DATE: April 21, 1987

SURJECT: Newspsper Articles

Please find enclosed more information that appeared in
our local newspaper that is of interest.
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. CARSON CITY (UPI) R&so~
- lutions opposmg a nuclear dump
_-___" in the state, ‘yet” supporting the
"t Nevada Test Site where nucléar
- weapons'aif‘e t&ted, were. ap~
B proved by the Assembly Monday
‘i, Assernblyman Len Nevin, D-
e Sparks, said, “Nevada will niot be
-%'bought. Neya A will mot be black-
s + matled,” in referring to federal
legxslatlon to offer any state hun-
it dreds. of milhons .0f dollars to
;1 becomé. d' repositor fo; ‘ntclear
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Assemblyw “Myma_ :
liams, D-Las Vegas, said the reso-'
- lutiori Sends 2 rnessage to Wash-,
. -lngton, D.C., that the “health and.
. . safety of Nevada Is not for sale.”:
appAJrowed l:y tthf seAts:sond resolution”

v e Assembly oppos-"

,lng location of a nuclear gmggozt
..+ Yucea Mountain north of Las;
i . >Vegag), izt 5o ta '
g f. Assemblywoman Ga l n
- Spriggs, R-Hawthorne, saudy lge-
: vada was “burying its head in the
" ‘sand,” since it Is a prime site for
- the nuclear - waste. She said Ne-
:vada should prepare ftself to deal
with this issue. She observed, “It's
- all right to blow the stuff up but
“not to bury | S Ry
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-."§fHist's rendition of a cow killed

R by nuclear fallout will be featured -

- U1 billboards from Olympia to,
- “E’u’ér%t' to unify Washingtor resi-,

) ,dé‘ﬁts' who oppose- the Hanford .

" Wulear Réservation site as the .

%attéi’s nuclear waste dump. .
. Seattle business leaders Mark

. ‘and Sharon Bloome unveiled the - -

) billboards Monday, saying they

~are the first: project of a new "
group called “Héart of America--

Northwest,* formed to give the
- public an avenue to continue the
figlrt that began when a referen-

duft *opposing the dump at Han-

- ford was approved by 84 percent
-of thé voters last November.

. .- The billboards say, “Hanford
Dump: Don’t be Cowed,” and the
Blotithes said the artwork was

“ chosen from about 75 submissions
beciuse Washingtonians are being

f'cowed” or intimidated by US.

Energy Department officlals who

~ad A

“are consulermg the Hanford site
for the natlon s nuclear waste re-

pository.

show an upside down cow with its

legs in the air and a radiation

warning symbol on its side. Nucle-"
* despite ranking fifth in all catego- -

ar fallout surrounds the animal.

The Bloomes, who said they
want to give those who oppose a .
permanent waste dump at Han-~

ford a forum to bring their con-
cerns together, said they hope the

The hlack and white murals ,
created by Liza von Resenstiel, :

billboards will help their group .storage‘ facmty

gain support from the public and’
businesses to hélp the state fight

off the nations uuclear waste
~dump. -

.. The sta"-‘ h..s fi.od 2 s.r'cs of
legal action against the Energy
De ent’s selection process
that put Hanford in the top three

ries combined. " _

_The central Washington feder-
al nuclear reservation is one of
three sites being considered for
the permanent radxoacuve waste
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?ahrump dévelopmg

By Mary Manning
SUN Staff Writer
.. PAHRUMP — This languid

desert town that grew from two

- ranches with acres of cotton fields

* to home for 6,500 residents has big
plans, rancher Tim Hafen said.

Hafen, a member of the Burean

“of Land .Management Advisory

. Board, said in 10 years Pahrump
expects 20,000 residents to be
drawn to the valley between Las
"Vegas and Death Valley by its-

» Space, climate and avaﬂab!wa—
" ter supply.

" “There's no one, reason tor
Pahrump'’s growth,” Bafen told -
- the advisory council. “There area’
lot of small industries bere.”

Nye County Commissioner Pat .
Manldns said Pahrump will need
a new landfill for garbage nnd an’
a!rport some day.

An hour’s drive west of Las
Vegas. Pahrump serves as a
' bedroom community, Hafen said,
The eommnnlty a!so attracts sen-

_hew identity

“Yor citizens and “showbirds” trav-. “vices ‘such as'.ievzer.!sldewans

:.eling in recreational vehicles.
With $500 down, $100, & month,

- another $1,000 to'$2,000 for 8 wa- -

_ter well and .a septic tank, & re- -
tired person with a mobile home .
can live quite’ comfortably on &,

nxedlncome.lhfenpointedeut. -
County’s 45,000 land *

: FromNye
owners, ahwboasts!ﬂlﬂo!

owners live out of state, savlng
, the, eounty irom pmlning ser-

Pahrump lures Nevada Test Site workers

. . communitylnsouthem Nevada, if
shortages — but not until the year; . Las.Vegas asks for water, be.

Continued from Page 18

2050, Hafen said. Pakrump’s resi-
dents use 1,500 acre feet of water
a year, Hafen said, compared to
20,000 acre feet spread on crops,
mostly alfalfa shipped to Japan.
(An acre foot is the’ amount o!
. waterthatccvmuneau'ejoa
depth of one foot) ] ¥

* gin in Nevada, 15,000 acres was
harvested, Hafen said. Now, agri-
, " culture covers about four acres.

But it will bé water-hungry Las -

Vegas which may change the

- - -- course of Pahrump, Hafen sald. -
. . Pahrumpis in a closed basin and .
’ cannota!iordtolgnouthelargut

PO

"Organized -
resistance
to waste site.
,remaissmall

-and ligh

ung VA, LR
“In fact, Pabrump got’ lpeclal‘m;
powers in the 1985 Legislature to}
‘et it rule at home, preven *
- strict zoning laws,- Hafen
However, the townls developlng '3 k
master plan. 1
‘Most subdivisions l!ready are
restricted from available waterk
‘Tights, be added, =it abi
Like most western’ desertu
towns. Pahrump faces water *
Ges PAHRUMP, Page 8

added.
* According to some water stud-
ies, there may be seven million

-gere feet of water in the top 100 .

leetotthevalley‘snnsoil. :

AE Currently.l’ahmmprnnswlth
.a Town Board, énly one of three
Nevada towns operated in this

way. Hafen said Round Mountaln -

andFemleya!soboast'rown

Pahmm has the powers ofa
third-class dty. ke said.

With the growth rate at 10.
percent a'year, Hafen said .

Pahrumgp supplies about §123 mil-
lion of the §261 million assessed
valuation in Nye County, That's 47
pereent of the county’s tot.a!.

By Mary Mannin:
SUN Staft Wmerg;3

PAHRUMP

Fuwe"Unlike other

" and their families live there,

: cott.onwuung.

t:"_:_ O

W

Pabrump started on two®.
raaches, the Pahrump and the -
Manse. It actually developed:~

+

from the fringes inward, becauses , -

the Pahrump Ranch owned most!
avallable land. Hafen sald. 2
. Whlleseniorsllketheslcwer
paoeo(hhmmp,ithasltsm
school, kindergarten through 12°
grades for 1,050, Hafensaid. . |

At 35 miles from the Nevada
'l‘ostsma.man)vt&st:it.evmrkers,l

Hafen said. There is a daily bus,
runtothenuclearweaponspm—»v
ing ground. . LU
Whatever happens tos
Pahrump, Hafen said it will gever »
hethe:amewmmxmitynwhen'

!Hs\f‘&

:

Monday, Apri1 20,1987 .

“repository sités, Southern Nevada

- statewide  environmental gron

potential high-level nuclear waste
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posttion, & t

official states. - >

 Dr. Donald Vieth, dlrector of
the Department of Energy’s nu-
clear waste program in Nevada,

.
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DR.DONM.D\'IETH o wpla e
..nonmssroouopposlﬂon "'lqib
“support Yucea Mountain becomn.
communities llke Beatty, ing the nation's first high -
Amargosa Valley and Pahrump Soe ENERGY.Pmu "'
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waste dump, about €3

' Einlfanoﬂhwutoﬂas\'egasq%i »~"W3 Just.

:,;,g;myzaasﬁuummm

"-"m;lear waste repository:-

es, that doesn’t mean.

:s'oithemﬂmdawmmtheme.
:5 oth said. The dent will de-
B in 1995 aﬁa‘eightyearsol

jense study.”

OI

pulled the three western

' mmmmmmotm :

wuclear waste repository con-
- froversy. After Secretary
Rnrlngton announced the

“eholces, congressional in .

vutigawrs were told DOE didn’t -

geth denied’ any polmcal"

Mondly Aprllzo.l

keepnotaonitscmdldntede-
don’t see the or- .

Managcmem Advisory Council .

meeting in Pahromp,
He added that elected officials

and some of their polls show a 70

oppasition to Nevada be--
coming the nation’s nuclear’
gra Bryan -
and Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev, have
staunchly opposed allowing nucle- *

Gov. Richard

ar dumping in Nevada. They cite

the long service the state has,
given with the Nevada Test Site,

the 36-yéarold puclesr proving

groutds, Alrl’oreebasuandoth-.
. ﬂon whatsoeva'betweennuclear,

er military installations. .
“lntheloagmthemtry
needsnsohﬂontotheproblan,

i ‘-v- .-

and ‘there lsn‘t really a health

hanrd to it Vieth said,
. - Yocea Mountsin, a volcanic
. tuff mound, borders the 1,350-
square-mile Nevada Test Site,
larger than the state of Rhode
Istand. The United States has con-
ducted its nuclear weapons pro-
gram at the test site since 1951,
exploding at least 620 atomic
bombs and other devices. :

In tunmels drilled about 45
miles northeast of Yocea Momn-
tain, some of the most modern
‘nuclear devices, part of President
Reagan’s “Star Wars” defense
mu‘ are \mdergolng experi-

~“There’s no phyaleal eotmec-

weapons and nuclear waste,”
_Vieth said, decrying a CBS news
story that linked the two ac-
tivities,

“That’s one of the difficulties,”
he said. “There’s a subliminal
message that there's a threat
from muclear mpons lrom m-
clear waste” .

+ I Yucen Mountain becomes
the nation’s repository, Vieth said
it would perma bury about
70,000 tons of highly radicactive
waste. Under Nuclear Regulatory

Commission rules, however, that
waste must be avaflable for 50
! years in case the site failed.

\ Because the United States has

pever done anything more with its
nnelear resctor wastes than keen

spent fuel rods in pools of water,
the NRC wants to make sure a
burial ground works, before it ls
sealed, he added.. - -

Asked about Europes mclear
waste handling, Vieth sai
foreign spent fuels were reproc-
essed to recover uranium and
plutonium, then made into glass
blocks for burial.

" Radiation, he explatnel is stin

radiation, even without uraniom

and plutonium,

. However, two accidents this

the.

week. at France's nuclear power
facilities have raised serious

questions about the country’s use -
- of nuclear power, France gener-

ates 70 percent of its electricity -
from nuclear power. Uranium-

thexachloride gas escaped at one
plant, injuring seven workers and
sodlum coolant leaked at its Su-

the largest breeder re-
actor in the world.

year Congress cut fnndmg
for drllllng holes at any of the
three US. waste sites, but Vieth
said DOE has elaborate plans to

Ilttle opposltion to waste dump

sink about 20 shafts to look at soll,
rock and water, - -

In addition, two exploratory - _ :
shafts, like the ones that will con®
tain cannisters of nuclear wastes,
will be dug near Coyote Wash. -,

Vieth said DOE scientists pre-
fer to bury wastes in the walls of
any tunnels honeycombing the
1,900 acres of lmderground re;
pository.

Originally, the site m deq
signed to bury cannisters in the
floor, as it was done in the test
site’s Climax mine. Ny
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