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" By David Koenig 3
- Review-Journal Washington Bureau _s‘

-

Appropriations Committee agreede
Wednesday to a one-year cut in-
funds for testing at Yucca Mountuin

waste dumps.

Sen. Paul Laxalt, R-Nev.,, hal!ed v

. the vote as “a significant victory for -

Nevada,” and a rebuke to the federal -
Energy Department for its "sloppy

ined. - :
Rep Harry Reld, D-Nev sa:d

work and arrogance’in conducting

Laxalt invoked the i images of the' vowed to fight to keep the selectlom
Soviet nuclear disaster at Chel'nobylx o
and the space shuttle explosionas!. .
and two! other potential nucleare examples of technology gone wrong, :

process going full-steam..’

- ropeasre o

 scenes deal worked out by Laxalt and;
-three other senators. ™7

' {m Please see-DUMPS

PN [e— s i, .-.L.- f ?‘hl& L five AT T

— — Dumps —

| From 1A
" by the full Senate. And, because the
Houee rejéected — by a 351-68 vote
' ~— a propossal to cut funding for the
« pelection process, it must also be ap-
proved by a conference committee of
Senate and House members. :
* The Reagan administration want-
ed $769 million for the repository

!program and the House approved

. $690 million, so the Senate appmpri--
" ations figure is well below both. -
" Western lawmakers have stepped

.progmm ‘since May, when Energy
' Secretary John Herrington suspend-

; nuclear waste dump in the East. But

 two other attempts in. Congress to

“derail the West-only dump search
failed, and the battle shifted to the
- Senate Appropriations Committee.

. Laxalt originally proposed that the

' committee make even deeper cuts in

:the repository, selection program.

ust 14, 1986 .
f Nevada, Inc.

©Donrsy 0

posing to cut all money for studies of
. an Eastern dump, while approving
' money to study the Nevada, Wash-
ington and Texas sites, according to
two sources familiar with the issus.:

Thursday, Aug

e b

Laxalt made an emotional, table-

. up their attacks on the repository -

. ed the search for a second high-level :

e .;.':':,‘_f e ‘.w.@f;_,—v!

poundmg apeech at the close of the eommittee ‘the Reagan administra-

committee's discussion. Laxalt said tion will fight for full fonding of the
the Energy Department selection repository program, said Robert Ai- -
process is flawed because “the work _ ken, the Energy, Depertment’e Sen'--.

has been sloppy, it has been arro- ate lisison. .- 2
gant” and “makes no sense.” - .
Laxalt, who is bucking the Reagan ° -mittes meeting, saying, “I feel pretty’

administration, with which he is 80 | good about it. I think we've won a:
closely identified, said he has “at- ' significant . v:cwry for Nevida tov'
“tempted to be a good soldier in this, day.” -

but it hasn’t been easy in Nevada to - Reidsaid,“lt’eahe!pandl’mglad

-tell my people that we must be a I participated in it. But we have a”

responsible member of the union.” long, long ways to go-to keep the
- Although Laxalt said Nevada has . poison out of the state of Nevada.” -
been “targeted” so far, he believes - Reid said the committes’s action -
that if the state got the dump aftera - won‘tetopthe site selection process, .
S;r selection process, e, will go
ng.
But Laxalt said he doubted “thet
you're ever going to have storage of

1

thebattleagnmstthed\mphae
" Reid has used the muclear wasto "

} "a very, very ‘minor vnctory in the get for the federel nueleer waete pr
i the search for a hlgh-level nuclear ; state’s fight against the dump.’ i
"WASHINGTON — The Senate: waste repository. > 1 * * ++ e 3

The funding:cut, part-of a fiscd
& . . 1987 spending’ bill=for: the*Energy
he: - Under the deal, the committee rec- | 3 D

epartment,! must still be approved:
was pleased by the vote, but called lt! nmmended cuttmg next year'e bud-; ;

& .

Lem!tmupbeataﬁertbecom? '

and that Nevadans should not thin[

—_—e

- gram by almost half; ‘to $380 mxlhon A
Reagan administration . officials |- i Sen. ‘Mark Hatﬁeld. R-Ore.; chmr- -
‘man of the panel, “said the- effect?’
“1 "would be to'stop all work at Yucea®
-The Appropriations Commltteeg Mountain, Hanford, : Wash.;"and:
decision = agreed to without-an ac: j Deaf Smith County, Texas, while aky

. and said the safety of land disposal of ; b tual vote —' reflected a behind-the- lowing general research to continue.
] radwactwe waste should be re-exam-

But an Eastern senator, Warren -
Rudman, R-N.H., countered by pro- -

this sort in the continental United

- States anywhere.” The vehement re-

action to nuclear waste in the East
shows “that this may be polmeally

- unacceptable, and perhape thet’e  jus-.

tified,”. he said. -
He said a one-year delay will allow

dump as an issue in his campaign for +
the Senate, criticizing the state’s . -
three Republicans in Congress for.. .~
not atating outright opposition tothe <~ -
consideration of Yucca Mountaini+ !t
Reddsaidtbemovetocutﬁmdsw.,:f‘
won't be seen as a Republican victory;;! .. *

. and let the three Western states do | Santini.

the courts to sort ‘'out 23.lawsuita ' by Laxalt, and thus won't hurt his

filed against the federal government : campaign against Republican Jim; . .

U T RN
independent,research into safety ot ! _ Rep. Barbera Vocamovich, R-Nev, .
their sites. . called the Senats commtwee’s vote .’

Despite the setback in the Senate “exactly what I wanted to see.”

~»
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Nevadans optlmlst|c on Laxalt
mﬂuence to halt nuke research
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By Ed Vogel W ";' in en apparent move to push the"

. repository to Yucca Mountain, Bry-

Review-Journa! Capital Bureau

CARSON CITY — Nevada lead-
ers expressed cautious optimism
Wednesday that the political clout of
Sen. Paul-Laxalt, R-Nev., will ulti-
mately stop nuclear waste research at
Yucca Mountain and two other sites.

Laxalt on Wednesday pushed an

emendment through the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee that with-
: draws funds the U.S. Department of

Energy needs to continue research at
Yucca Mountain, 100 miles north-

- west of Las Vegas, and sites in Texas .

- and Washington. The government

‘

_ bas named the three aresas as finalists
for for the nation’s first hxgh-level
- ‘nuclear repository.

“It is a step in the right dlrectlon »
Gov. Richard Bryan said. “It gives us
time to strengthen our legal case and
make Congress more aware of what
went into the site selection decision.”

* “The effect may be to put pressure
on Congress to set a new direction,”
added Joseph Strolin, a kty member

of the Nevada Nuclear Waste Pro;ect E

Office. =~
:The nuclear waste oﬁice whlch

- monitors Yucca Mountain develop-

ments for the state, has accused the
federa! government of zgnonng laws

an also has been particularly critical
about the government’s decision to

‘postpone research in the East ona -
“. second repository.

About 85 percent of the nation’s
-high-level nuclear waste is generated
at nuclear power plants in the East.

Nevada has no nuclear power plants.
Afier Yucca Mountain was named

“@ repository finalist in My, the state

filed five lawsuits in federal court in
‘San Francisco challenging the Ener-

gy Departmentu selection proce-‘

dures.

Strolin said the state wants Con-

gress to throw out its present reposi-

‘tory research and begin again with a

program that is fair to all states.

He warned residents not to be-
come overly optimistic about the lat-
est development. Strolin pointed out

‘the vote only came in & Senate com-

mittee and the full Senate still must

"approve the action. Then the House
of Representatives must back the‘

termmat:on of the studies. - ..

Earlier this month, the House vot-

- ed overwhelmingly o continue re-"' it was not the agency’s policy to com- - '

pository research.

: Democrat Bryan, who earlier -

urged Republxcan Laxalt to use lus

power to keep Yucca Mountain from

" becoming a repository finalist, salut-

ed the senator’s effort but empha-
sized he still wants Laxalt to come
out unequivocally against the dump.

Laxalt has said he would withhold - .
“his judgment until the actual reposi-
“tory site is selected. A decision on
" the reposxtoryoute may be made in

1991 1 :

-Former Rep Jun Santxm, D-Nev.,
now a Republican candidate for the
U.S, Senate, said he is confident that

" Laxalt has the power to kill the pro-

jectinthefullSenate o
*“This clout (Laxalt’s) got the job

‘ttemd and now’ there is beautiful

light at the end of the tunnel,” said
Santini, in a prepared statement.
“There appears to be no insurmount-

-able difficulty in getting the commit-,
tee decxs}qn through the entu-e Sen- :

ate.” ..

- Don, Vleth, the Energy Depart
ment official who directs Yucca
Mountain research, was in Washing-

‘ton and ynavailable for comment.
.. Dave Miller, an Energy Depart-

ment spokesman in'Las Vegas, said
ment on political matters.
our bag, Mxller said. «

— - . . e

- “The political aspects of it are not
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nation’s -level nuclear waste dump. ...
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“'l‘hxs is a major victory for the state of Nevada - Laxalt accepted an offer from Rep“i}!qx;ry
. .~ 'The panel, at the urging of Sen. Paul Laxalt, R- - & ‘and other targeted states,” Laxalt said. “I commend - to lobby Democratic senators, starting wi ‘th Sen.
Nev., agreed to trim the agency’s ﬁscal 1987 appro- - - the Appropnatxons _Comnnttee ior recogmzmg the Bennett Johnston of Louxsxana.: :
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(Continued from Page 1A)
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« + warning that, “To reduce fnn

at this crucial juncture will

;more disillusioned with the DOE’s 'dermine our ability.- to- begin

Jd‘

: high-level waste program.

' geologic waste disposal by 1998 as

ey ss; '
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| " wThis strong vote of mo con- - Fequired by the. Nuclear Waste :|
! fidence in the Senate will force ; Policy Act-and by contracts with -
the Department of Energy to go ©ach of America’ shnuclear n

! back *to the drawing board and;utilitles.”
; Congress to take this issue up next f+1* “pg swp or delay characteriza-*

; ﬂl' §F”H")’ atd

Ii

fJanuary, when the 100th Congress .tion activities at this time is to--'

convenes,” she said.
Bryan said he would like to see-.
Laxalt go one step further and say

he opposes location of the high- ..

level dump in Nevada.

“The vote giveslus time' tof,

strengthen bur legal case,” he said’
of the lawsuit that was filed '

- turn away from the national com-;
‘mitment represented, by *the
NWPA,” he said. et

President Reaganiannouheed
'May 28 that, the topthree.can- 4
didate sites ‘for’” the; nuclear re~
pository: are ‘Yucca' Mountain, -
- Hanford, Wash., and Deaf. Smith

an
iy
"1

against the DOE the same day ' qexas Final selection Js to be . 3

President Reagan announced.:’
Yucca Mountain was one of three

selected sites. “It will make Con- _

gress more aware of what weat
into the DOE'’s site selectlon pro-

Jlm Santini, Reid’s opponent in

. the US. Senate race, also praised

the committee action, and took a

swipe at Reid’s drive to present a' f

petition signed by Nevadans
against the dump.

“The tough, effective way to
.attack locating a nuclear waste
dump in Nevada is through na-

" tional legislation — just as Sen.

- Laxalt has done,” Santini said,
- adding he hopes Reld will in-
" fluence getting the .cut through
--the House.

- State GOP Chairman’ Bob
«Cashell accused Reid and Bryan
: of grandstanding the nuclear is-
- sue, and said Laxalt’s work shows

-a Republican commitment to,

."Nevada’s interests. -

‘An Energy Department
“spokeswoman said the loss of
funds is “a tremendous and un-
- fortunate setback that will have a

"serjous impact on. our program

tand site charatetizatlon ac-

tivities.”
" Specific effects of the fundmg

' ‘cut, if sustained by the full Senate

gand a. House-Senate conference,
iwon't - be known uhtil officials
have studied details cf the legisla-
tlon the spokeswoman said.

;; Energy Secretary John Her-'f

*rington, who learned of Laxalt's

; plan shortly before the committee .|
imeeting, dashed off a letter, to- i
Chairman Mark Hatfield, R-Ore... :

made in 1891~ ~§.~‘w o

- The repository, whose ¢ost has.
“been estimated up to $100 billion,
is supposed to safelx ‘gtore’ ,
radioactive garbage in’ under-
" ground vaults for 400 generations,
or 10000 years. IR
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