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Hot digglty dogl Our Republl-; -
can delegation In Washington, '™ ‘
after several years 'oftryingto™ W
¥ convince us that k.

. nuke Waste vg{a‘s f

‘less hands to
_pushthe deadly i
waste down our 'zﬁ
throats. Problem
»’Is that the polsonf
may be far past ourpolitical: “1¢ j
esophagus and ready to enter our:

gut - ) e ey 1'- ~s~§,*.a q--‘j,a L?,."4¥

C

vl

1§ elong with Representative .,
ot  regurgitate the toxic waste before ;

..and state? Orhave they rotled - » u)«
g -over.and played DOE’s game fori »

that information would become =
.| public prior to the 1986 electlon.

‘been warning us'about this fo “e

Vucanovich beableto he|p us

-itdoes great damagetoourcity - -

~such alengthy period of time that »
. their threat of fawsuit Is now be!ng 1
seen as only a facade that will - .x

keep them from belng overly eme !

‘| barrassed during.a critical elem.f;

. What brought about this sud—
_den changein attitude? It ceuldn't
be the results of another polltlcal
poll, becauseayearagoapoll i

”| showed them that Nevadans don't
| want their state to! become a nuke

ST e S

‘waste dump.( i

+ Some Inslders tell us that n !
: recenﬂy became known outside ot
- DOE that Nevada was the prlme
location for the nuke wasteand:

But what is so new about that? ¢
Both Gov. Richard Bryanand’ 3
Congressman Harry Reid have !

o B

pasttwoorthreeyears.ia AN

g b Ry

Ry

| Civillan Radioactive Waste ™ /1.
{:Management Office. Rusche’s ar- e
| rogance and high-handed trea'i |

| ‘elected officials told any com

: ,state ashisguineaplg.::

Faur Certalnly Paul Laxattshould T~}
have known that DOE was runnlng
“roughshod over his state simply:
. by watching and listening to.+-
. Benard Rusche, who heads up! the

“'ment of Nevada citizens and+’

-tent observerthat heand his.:
agency had long ago plcked our;

£ (See WHERE I STAND, Page 2A)
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is DGE Secretary John Herrington, who owes his present jobto 3%
aul Laxalt. !tiageington 'a California friend of Laxalt and social %2
uddy'of some of the senator’s key staff, moved into his present job A0
the White House when Donald P, Hodel ] was pushed from %27 § et Al
Eto become Secretary of the Interior. Herrington didn't qual!fy Sl
i fiedd DOI and Hodel had previously served in the agency. - =
vadans, and several people in Washington, believed the top
! aterior job should have gone to Assistant Secretary Bob Broad-
,ben‘ *~ho had been in DO for four years. One positive word from
y President Reagan would hav clinchea the job for the i
2 Valuable servmeas he‘,’flg“ﬁti'fp?rot

%eva n frotn Boulder City preboe : , ‘ e
-l-iﬁe word didn't come Irom Laxalt. Hodel moved from DOE to . g higl:-lev DS uke waste “g“iliff ﬁu é' 3

=hQl and John Herrington from the White House to DOE. Bob - Sawyer‘tg‘Benard Rusche of DOE: “J ust don ﬁ}"ea us
nGmdbent was given the word that be was needed back inNevada bnnch of country bumpkins. Don’t treat u
1 against popular Gov. Richard Bryan. Broadbent, no fool, - we Jon't know what we’te talking about, %g
_‘% Jook at the polls and made a wise decislon Healsoknewhe vlctim Yon Te no 'golng to dump lt wltho
adreachedadead end in Washington, 8o he returned hometotake # - By 50
& ke post within Clark County. Herrington and the Washington : - '
ﬁcture were happy and Broadbent was back homemsafe,
ﬂle e‘“peo lejell u right up front whether or not they agree ith -
e asmore ends in Clark County thanhe had in ™ 7551 ]
ashington and he no longer has to count on a single senator for

) Gov. Grant Sawyer, now the ¢
2 eNevhda Coininlssion’on n Nuclear Projects; Already in'the
==-books as one of five two-term Nevada governors and the

Nevadan'to gver serve as chairman of the Natlonal Gove
: Conference. A5 § dynamic governgr, be ItmL e
I Tesponslve to ol citizéns; bul (oday B%{'

-

“%promotion SR o ket g Tl Ay A'locélv&agtéusustnat_nécht'sspeed on o
*§ohésn’tSecretary" ' gton Mkeepmgomsedor E ‘beat way tomov; ‘hf"‘;,‘fg Wa;tffgg:i’ thf “8, W’V‘ ,Sﬁsz’M’ :

ahistor fully informed of the tactics Rusche has been using and the_ '} quickly.

dea **-'plans his agency bas for Nevada? Maybe Herringtonisa _ i }x”bn §ééénd thought, m'ayie Chic be given ai

7mi_setter White House stafferthanhelsan executive and was -} and our ZERO ghould go to Rep. Tony o, D-Calif
nofant about nuke waste plans for Nevada uiitil recent days. ' ;: | ‘hisbest to'ruin airborne sightseelng over'Gran'd Can
itsh hardrto believe, but ut yery posslbl o L }oday's editorial ;;X;; : *

17 4 ’V"l’f e¥ » ENCENES

afy _§o What’s the truth behlnd the sudden concern now belng shbwn e A e R e
fiby Laxalt, Hecht and Vucanovich about nuke waste coming to 415 3}{‘

,N evada ? None of them would consclously do anything to hurt th
‘Hitvér State. But unconsciously, they have been'playing i gamé v+ -
entimes ihisnaméd statesmanship. The three of them have"? 'i’t &
nade the political rounds in Washington, hodding thelr collective * %
~heads In agreement as bureatcrats told them that becémlng a“?f
Fouke waste dump would only hurt a little bit and, besides :
E'W lt‘tbtb ircomfxy"fhe' ’_" _ ‘_1__,”‘ atriotism W
R - ‘l 3 -';‘

; %ybe our Goi’i" delegaiion ' ‘goﬂce_djl_)
fothér Republicas office holders and frlends of President Reagan %" :
' viéi‘e fighting like hell to keep their states from getting dumped on,:
¢ DOE. Statesmanship argiments and | patrioticappeéals dxdn:t g

to maké much of an lmpresslon on thé GOP delegation from ¥ *

exas or’}he Requlican governor of New Hampshlre. . Somehow

a“or - another, huclear waste fror commerclal power plants gnd &
oréign tountries didn’t ring patrioticbélls; They sounded more
ike Nevada Democrats Richard Bryan'and Hafry Reid, as'they’
ezapped tokeep their states from \becoming & dumping ground
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.‘Governor optlmlstlc

‘?\‘ B
‘ . &ependent ‘studi of the sites un un-
¥ agiiet 6 58, der’consideration . o < ¥ id g
'laid Thurs-~-« #The - Nevdda’ ﬂ'te 187100 miles
; -day that he is convmcedthe federal. northwest of Las Vegas at Yuoca”
* - “government will choose Nevada as a~ Mountain., If ultimately approved by
- "site for the nation’s first high-level . Congress! the ;groyind would become i
© " nuclear ‘waste repository-ind is ex-~*a bui
. “ploring an eppeal to the .US. "Bu-
. -~ preme Court to obtain funids for an’;co
el independent ltalae ttudy of its‘poten-
Tale tlal danger. - :
-1 ‘Bryan said in-dn mter\new hat
- the Department of Energy’s refusal
.", last-week to provide $1-million for
*.:"the state study is added evidence
" "“that’ Nevada will be selected over
"+ “Texas and Washmgton for the‘répos either by train or truck froxp cooling '
L dtery. 55 oo : ponds next to nuclear power plants. ?
I Nevada's three Repubhcan con- - "Weregomgtopursue the funding
: " gressional Jelegates ‘also said Thurs- ‘because’ Nevadaris -are enhtled to a'
'+ »day that they were prepared to take -ythorough evaluation ¢f the site, espe-'
: - .egal action to ensure the DOE com- cially in light of the ‘events in Cher-.
Ca ;phes with federal law zovemmg “the ¢ nobyl” ‘Bryan said in reference ¢
. |- selection ‘of & site. However, _they “the April 26 explosxon of a Soviet
. " ihave 86 far refused to join Bryan and t'nuclear reactor. +4 § ¥ Uiyt gl
z *'Rep. Harry Reid, D-Nev.,in absolute ~.4“Regardless of B safe we tiytox
 <: .-opposition fo the’ repository. 7%’y be, accidents do happen, and there’s:
“ThmgsinNevada seein to be pro-’ .evxdence that ‘some _governmento .
gressing much more rapidly than in jagencies | underestimate the risk of u
the other two states, and with the ireposxtory The DOE is &n advocate
*; . -vefusal to give us the funding for & . for the repository i end so it is impar-,
study, there is mounting circumstan- % B ‘tant that the state be able ta perform %

. -

fuel would reinain lethal for’ at least |
10000years - @*1*» ':-r) e

Officials gre concerned not. on!y‘
with the fuel's longtime :storage in, |
.ground that ‘might -shift gver .the
years but with the risk of transport--.
ing it. The fuel would be shipped

tial mdence that Jeads fhe to ques- -its ‘own studies'to_ enstre the inter
tton how ob ct;ve the selechon pro- ‘ests of Nevadana gre Jooked after. °
: -.*"The DOE has béen” exceedmgly
An" appeal the Supreme Com'é Jificult | to'work ‘with on'thé national
ould be Nevada's second dttempt to “Jevel. Historically, there’s been an at-
i "gbtain funding through court action. “ititude that Nevada's ’h‘irast ‘waste-
! /The DOE's :latest “denial of funds #land and fhat “People bist here don't
¢éames several monthsafter the 9th *“care “what ‘they™ dump “Hiere.*Now, *
| 4 7U.S. Circuit ‘Court 6f Appeals fuled - they've stonewalled furiding § for ‘the !
: :-thatCongress lntended states to te-'“study.” , .
celve ‘federal money for t;heu' "own " tlous.” %
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X ﬁ.Washmgw Patate: and v’l‘exas.- If ao.{~
e ‘ ’3"'“9”“ B”’”“ “the finalists: would be the same-sites .
i WASHINGTON - Nevada's" the Department’of Energy favored m§
: three Republicans in Congress: vowed ¥ ’dmft environmental .assessment. re- re-
» Thursday to sue the federal: govemif & issued Jast'year. §5 da". " .&«!,3‘
" fnent to prevent it “from railroading, e In their} statement, s tlm Nevada
. -. &nuclear dump into Nevadawisw#Republieans said they have'cooperat: &
¢ &' Sens. Paul Laxalt and Chic Hechtted .with ‘stats’and: Tedera){officials
" and Rep. Barbara Vucanovich’ ‘also ¥ dunng the 'dump-sjtadelecnon pro-. 'ré
- #aid they will tell President Reagan i cess mﬁmg e e -/‘3‘(5 ‘,;1‘
.+ directly of their complaints about tho ~“Inf, recent’ ‘months. however, we !
fedeml Department of Energy, which™® havo become increasingly’ eoncemodﬁ.
! 18 conducting the search.for a place ; r (rover the' way the DOE has conducted ; i
' 0 bury the nation s lngh-}evel nuclo‘m xtaelfndunng»cmical p hases*of : the
" ay waste. Bt <rs$hselgction,,process. “they. saul.z
:We plan to prepare for tho pm */4What ‘we~have’ encountered Intpes's
dent our own detailed’ report, ‘which’ cent months is an arbitrary and emh
will point out the ways in'which the - pricious bumucracy which ‘has ig-¢
. DOE has failed to comply with both! mored our’ legitxmate concerns and :
* the letter and the spirit of the riucle-"" has frustrated:us 'on every: front 5, il
ar waste law,” the lawmakers'said in Y SWell, wo'vo.had it,"% the. lawmakf-;.
istatement issued by Laxalt’s office.”  ers: ‘said, 8 "’_pledged,f,;o.‘zi_l;' 0 -OVer’,
‘In the statement, the la % their hes T S 1Y BT
Eld they have learned Yucca Moun:* " "The law!pakern smd they wlll'?‘pm*'
in'in Southern Nevada will’ soon“paro“fontl}dbpnmdent our own m
dfﬁcnally be named one of three final @ Mtailed - “which; will -point:
{ts for a. hngh-level x}uglealﬁwagw 2

i By Davld Koenlg
Review-Joumal

7%the ‘ways §n ‘which''the’ DOE; basgs
w'y..iiq ‘believes the federal agency, erred in )
The Department of Enﬂ'g}‘ a8 declaring ‘Yucea'Mountain *prelimid”.,
not announced the finalists, nor re- - narily suitable” a-as a dump before'it |
léased the environmental: reports 1o - aver eondufted nderground tests to |
"accompany the recommendation’to ' study the ‘area’s mck a;ompos:tion
Reagan, but a spokesman*% said-“and water flowsite. % (il £
. Thursday that “all along-jtsibeen i?Ginger ngmpokesman ,for the
very, very likely that ‘(Yucea, Mlpm ;,;-‘:Depamnent ‘of Energy,! said the an-:
ﬂam) would be one of them.”>"""-"""" nouncement'about rthe thres*'final.
% According’ to’a. congrese onal*-‘mmwill Be 'mada “4very soon,™ but«
source, the other two sites — which, *that no \ has yet Been mads,
if Reagan concurs, wouldundergoexo' t As for «it's“charge  that the
tensive underground testing ~ are in l ' W Please see. DUMP/4B

. i RIE
ST to mahng"dea a nuclear garbage
“dump ‘13 three years late'in coming,”, a
" he'said:YHad all of Nevada's' alected»-
A gglclals,;r;ther ‘than’a’! mmonty.
_ “-been ‘united-in opposition ‘earlier.in
e @’%ho *sefection : process as sin tother
i »;',‘the DOE, onvbehalf of the cihzens of* atates, we’might not'now. ‘be%faeed
Nevada, to enjom the agency‘fmm c—\mth the 'unacceptable; distinction:of
ecomlng, the2 natnon s nucleur,
d“mp.”_&)“l_ts }“" 3 c& ;a\,a\\ i"‘ o
: “ Reid'said-he hoped the’ fumre
;‘P°"‘ directly toReagan i l:he"latest position’of his Republican colleagues
in anjescalating ‘war ofswords be- 4e:'would be: meaningful enough that
‘tween ' Nevada officials" and the De-#,we';ps ; Nevadana ! can. fight - off -the:

Pﬂmnentof e drans cofhundreds -of thous;
waste. domp gelectim‘z%fm B mnﬁd&%oﬁtopn% mc!mc:1:&'};';lwﬂa“;“lae1

The three: GOB‘hmkm*wm‘g‘thm 120 ities” %’é:ge:&g:{{
often cntic,iged%;, ) “‘_N,evada* X :ﬂBob‘I.ohx. i pf‘theigovera.‘

'{"and hem. Ha Re:; hard Bryan* no:’a.;f(f{e:‘hof nucle;lrrwasto, reaid’ lt;
arry. 0 oppags+, i+ appes: & Repy Tape
ing ‘consideration’‘of a:z”Yucca 'ginmngto"aeg that D(‘)el?}nl:aa alre‘::-y

Mountam site, but have recantly be-+;.made up their mind in favor.of Yucea
M oumtain.F A S )

“Reid calleg the Republwans ‘mu,. S‘i“i{ag at'the polls that show.80 percent ]
 ment Thursday “a long overdue deci." of the: public ‘opposed to’ putting &

"/».. sion to take a stand in ‘Nevada's be-‘r NPOSltory ‘in"iNevada,”+ i eaitl.
B half” = - ity By ertalnly' they’re’ poming
EEA (3 unfortunate thelr opposmon "glround.;’* ’-g’;f\‘ : 3 31
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* bers joined Democratic Rep. Harry Reld’ and'Gov

By MARY MANNING

' SUN Staff Writer * 35
“Fed up” with the Department of Energy‘s handleié;

ing of the nation’s first-high-level nuclear‘.Waste g

repository, Nevada Republican congressional mem«42y

: .taLAcqp;l!iting 'Ofﬁcev sharply,

- Richard Bryan Thursdayinvowing totak tbeN,. 22427 congtatulate: my, . elected:cd ea'gnes*omﬁ ey &
to court. S f ST f“*hm -overdie: dec¢isi 1otake gis;andfgnjzmmuaf% gy, _Department’s high* level'?
Sens. Paul Laxalt and ’Chic Hecht, and-; . ’%ehalf,"Beid said""in‘ls nnfortunate,”honger thats X nucl awﬂa,Sept 30 report urging-|

o ———vana,
PRy .

24

" Barbara Vucanovich, all R-Nev.,"issued 'a*press

geney: ne-thore than three potentialyt
A legal chaﬂenge'by“qny‘ot thé states could be?
vajor. setback 74t said; 7l X At 1l

AQalso blasted PQE" eneral optlmism ind

‘their "opposition: tos ;naking ‘Nevada™a: nuclepr
release “after receiving reliable information'that ;> garbage (dump ls“thtee“years Tate inr comingi e
the Department of Energy will soon issue a repart “Had ‘all “of Nevada’s elected ' officials;ira
naming Nevada - and' two ‘other states'as prime: ﬂf‘ithanamlnonty,beenunlted in opposition earlierin‘ 41" ‘
candidates to receive the first high-level radloao-" "the' selection process as in other sfates”we'might} raff“’envlronmentai assessments,  without - solid, g
tive waste repository.” b

'not now be faced with the unacceptable distinct!ow‘i'“pclenmx nformation to: backnp site evaluations
“ Y “*‘«Jﬁ"ﬁ‘ "*H'*u R e TR L Nl i},"jgﬁ‘w‘ﬁ%‘éi#%}él\ﬁ?ﬁnﬁ‘lﬂv_ya B ik .r‘“x;' , oL .~;:

C | C
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4 DOR, which’has miade it'appear they,don’t give a .
£ ddmn aboutNevada evada Repu!;licans saldl, . .-
" in-their stafement."%; #-«". k! ,.Aws’ﬁw il ol oM DU
'.'The+'thrée GOP":lawrnakers said ‘theyhav eg
. become mcreasingly concerned”. by the way|
" conducted’ jtself’ dunng critical pam - of. thej
- selection protess.'DOE offlcials abp admj AR
* Congress that data supporting‘eal‘ gmdenml‘i X
 been destroyed; ™y it A r“s"‘" ¥ "'-‘”'
" “What we have encountered n recent month! 2
_ arbitrary and capricious ‘bureancracy: which’ .ﬁa§ el
* ignored our legitimate concerns and has’ frustrat
. uson every front,” the trio said in- theintatemenu
(See BEPUBLIC.ANS, Page l}A).

anden T hvn‘:’ R IR VA, «.ft.."‘S‘ v

. "We oﬁjece; si;::n;ly ta the attitude tak by tixe’- o

bumaucra ln th
Y ‘w‘ c?ag;,., 42 5

(Continued e
. Governor B
‘sistently’ complaiped::
- has not. followed its own fol .
the Naciens Waglb iepastio $ o
[- Jom e e g 'he;;aNevédaf ‘independent studies s

| pm_ea:cl;a ;ﬁ::he DOE don't feef - ‘Yucea' Mountain. . Rusche: told’;
" compelled to cooperate’ withffg:{am’ g’t:;:s \;e.gual(s’lags:th:;
. Nevadans who understandably" >“money when 1t met; OE's’

" have’ demanded nent’ ins%x Ll ;,ﬁ M AALRE
 formation from ¢ fémthenw guidelines.’, " ‘Mfmﬂ
| will ’go. over their h 2 We plan.. t° Pﬁpafe ed""

' Nevada'Republicans sald.+ e Zospresident qur own detail rer-
1 Laxalt, Hecht and Vucanovich] éwhichiwm'wm out: th;':”"m v
" said they plan to take the issue to > which the DOE has failed to

: President ‘Reagan -and.to-'make’ -ply ‘with: both the letter and the
- ¢lear’ to, the adminietration.“that s splrlt of the nuclear waste law,?

Nevada is fed up with stonewalF mﬁthe Republlcan lawmakers sald.
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_ ;-.By MARY MANNING
’ SUN Staff Writer RN
The Department of Ener) -:ltas'once'
again denied Nevada's reqhest’ for';$1’
million for on-site ‘technicalstudies at;
Yucca Mountain, the possnble ite»lli:ﬂ!
nation’s first high-level n
pository, a state official said- gsday. i
Nevada Nuclear Waste Projcst,Di
tor Robert Loux met with DOE hes
quarters officials last week, hours’ after
Benard Rusche, director of DOE's Ofﬂcei ?

v;i-"

of Civilian Radioactive Waste Manage-
ment, told' a state Commissionemy

Nuclear Waste the court-ordered ﬂmdlng“‘ f
issue would likely be resolved- thit: day.+ !

_’
“They did not do'so,” Loux said:" W“jfa illion for_yunning’ Loux’s office

“In effect, they thumbed theirnoses at!:
us,” he said. “They admitted they never
had any intention of approving the‘grant %
request before site characterlzatlop .

i.
hegan §

=

‘a
l

n

l

.1 K ruling” that'the state.was ‘entitled - to?
g‘federal sﬁe-’(‘charact

rl Las Vegas; »is.one of three sites atithe top
M ¢ of the hst..t‘br sthe nation’s!first-~and;
i possibly only\+-radioactive waste dumpp
. to. keep! contamiugtgd hw&atu Jor more i
| - than 10,000 years, . &

i (Centinded, rruml’age 1A

bel‘i’DOEu:‘he;gquh:rters ofﬁcia_lﬂ
believe that by the time the state’
zalidn fundir:g blE " < could’ challenge the'latest: denial‘-l*
es: northwest iof 215 - ‘court, Yucea Mountain' would;
":already™be ¥in'. tbe snte'ycharac-‘

) «terlzation*

¥ Last Deeember Nevada »won'a “court :

Yugea' Mo;mtaln, 60

““We were pug’oﬂ repeatealy by vk
m‘m’gﬁfyfm by g 1 Yuceu Mountain, at the edge ot 3
“Haowever, (DOK’ spol:,esman fthe: top-secret Nevada Test Site,
htis West said'the fede;al agen- *‘ 810“8 ‘with' Hanford, Wash., and
¢y has: not¥closed  the .door" onf' #:Deat“Smith ‘County,}Texas, 8!‘8:5
mnding state‘studies. ¥It was’ 3 ' DOE's ‘prime’ «:holw? for an;un-3
tdemal.’&he sald 2505 derground ‘nuclear'irepository.j
E ‘headquarters” does? notl ¢, Final environmental

1 the state;deserves technlcal ; o delayed several times in'the paste
udy: funds until — and it 5t i2 year, are scheduled to be released }

c(eclared asone. of, thefdump ,"f!!°“!°',"§¥11.¥ ” 9‘,"-":‘”.“3”-‘.‘925
alists, West saldm‘rhls;iyea

OE" has. given:Nevada} ssst

Woweveg‘ Lou:u.speculated
#Tuesdayithat:; tol.avpldhpohtlcall
, from the: leading states,
‘the president may‘not’order thcg
9 three top sites or the environmen--.
tal“assessments until’ after*Nov-
! ember” elections. -7y Il 2

m} Jorvcer;ain studies”such- as,

WNevada entire congrwslonal
delegatlon sent a‘letter'to Preslv
dent Reagan last month, asking to
. stop  further *work on- picking’ ay
‘nuclear repository site until selec-¢
tion: 'crlte(l was clearly un-
derstood by all-the states.

C

2 Tlxe!'presldent;’wnen‘"me- en
vlroumental.amsmem ‘are-re-
leased] is*expected to; make,.,a
‘forma). recommendationthat

"iYucca*'Mouutalm ‘undergo-site-
-characterization; involving de-;
 tailed studies/to find 'out if: itx:an’
safely isolate’ nuclear-wastes fot

:'?more than 10,000’ yeaz-:;,’r iuclndlngj

£ plutonium *‘wl ‘»8 ;hal

i"*aml n"garthquake *iaults. ipre:
.lllmlnary state” studls suggest

?":The“?state‘ songhtthe: federa
‘monjestafter® zarly WOrk ralsecl
f’serlous‘ concerns about the site’ as
“a'nuclear rcposltoty, Loux said.]
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“too. hot to handle'

.-_’. MR 2 § VTR M, '{“;‘ .g
Nt R: ..,_,An abrupt grotesque change [
Bemard C Rnsche came to town last week to talk about ’t;re.nation’a ﬂrst i L nstead of nuclear—loaded trucks and.trains’ mmbling past’ downtown Las Vegas

. level nuclear waste dump. -~ SRR B R g
To most people,;tusc:e is n(;tl a ho;!u;ehol(;l ;mne, bu;{ nearllylv‘ g N'tevada residents e r gl st i
- who turned out to hear him will not forget him soon.‘He wa out on'them when y : & SRS SRR
)  the nuclear shouting stopped and it was time fof. them to, speak. 2t ="sifin; Ly 2 Camll?cm ha? t:!ee“n on'the’road in’ seven stam from Minnesota to Maine to North
_ Since President Reagan appointed him In 1984, Rusche has led the Department of %t -Q?h:a & all d:' gov:rnm;g: scrutiny to become the second radioactive dump . |
£ Energy’s Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management in Washington " D.C.. S5 T ihi ‘t‘f mni (1"10t undreds) of people shouted Rusche, out of town. =~
Rusche came to his current job as a consummate Washington bureanc!:at. whlrled i X ah ca;agr?s onalrepresentatives ‘of second-site’ states ”“%"‘”?"Y done s,
. in the revolving door between the nuclear industry and government.” < %, 743 5 ?z.’\a’ . the idea for'a second repository from DOE's mind.’:: '
He served as nuclear reactor director for the Nuclear Regulatory Commtsston %
s from 1975 to 1977, corporate health and safety director-at DuPont Company from
: 1977-78,-and was on leave of absence as nuclear waste” dlrector for General Pub!
 Utilities Corp.’s Three Mile Island recovery operations.: " . jfev 'fwﬁ% L 2T
‘Rusche calls the shots on which site in which: atate becomes the country’s
}radloactwe garbage can this time, At least he whispers into:the ears.of En
3 Secretary John Herrtngton and President Reagan what’s the best_slte. ao,

235 e e

b Yucca Mountain: prlme target !

From what trickles down from the White House' these days." Nevadas Ynccav AR
Mountain. 60 miles northwest of Las Vegas, Hanford, Wash., and Deaf Smith County,>7:5.
,Texas, are in the running for the nuclear crown. Nevada Is a political favorite. ]2 3

"Rusche admitted to the Nevada Commission on Nuclear Projects; chaired: bylza,
L >former Gov. Grant Sawyer, that political clont definitely helped a targeted state ﬂght B
Kthe prospect of becoming the nation’s nuclear one-holer, " G
% If that happens, Nevada sits on a very hot spot, since it may get far larger amounts ;
%of radioactive uranium, plutonium and the rest of the muclear fuel family.::: i
# Rusche himself told the commission a state with a strong eongresslonat dele atton L
"~ 3stands a better chance to save a state from recelving the dump. = it%7 s :

¢\ Texas put up its political Teflon shield. Connecticut: natlve-tumed-'l'exan Vice'

"fPreSIdent George Bush helped, and wiggled to the bottom of the top three, Texas]
rdoesn't have scientific quality assurance programs in place, All work ; at Hanford has s
.,stopped on Rattlesnake Mountain near Hanford, '’ -

In Nevada's case, scientists will pause for filve months”at the. mostf/at Yocca)
‘-‘Moumam before contining to gather evidence about how safe-voleanic fuff i ol
contain nuclear wastes, - R I W e 1
%" Its time for Nevada's Senators Paul Laxalt and Chic Hecht, wtth Rep. Barb B
“WYueanovich — all Republicans ~ to join Rep Harry Reld, DnNev.. In the biggest!™- o
battle the Silver State has ever faced. BT *‘ R S

and:the Strip for: 50, years aftert1998, if: Yucca® Mountain ‘transmogrifies from a-'
wilderness prince to a‘'radioactive. toad that stream of contaminated garbage could ! i
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Tan the president’s First Friend Laxalt change Nevada s place tn nuclear NC y?
Alflintelligent Nevada residents certainly hope so. s/ i sty sty - i
With tourism as the Silver State’s No. 1 industry, carloads and trainloads of visitors 3
have no business sharing the.roads and the rails with DOE's nuclear: waste. -
‘WsRusche coated this bitter nuclear pill by sweetening the funding pot, It's golng to.
costifrom $600 million to:$1 billion-to build' that: ‘underground, radioactive mine,:
< i?" 3ging in workers and demands for new servicel to any community wtlling to take*
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We J::inlgers:;md big stakw. just as much as Rusche does.” 'e e telling him to k
ers co

ming and rofl that hi h~level"nuclear stuff’ somr

PN Py,

re else. | %

YY B AT

RV Y20y ST D
T T AN e e Ml M s e ki AR i . N e S

. " 'S ’
Gt co :



PROTESTING DUMP S|TE Bnll Rossi Sr.. on% 'of several
| “picket sign Thursday outside (*s Vegas". Ci

“protestors from the independent group Citizens' Alen. carries a-' ,
govemn( process of: selecting a-nuclear

hegy,\w were

O e %

<unhappy:; with the
[:heposw

site. e
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Locals; doub_;" d.candor on kemsat,

AT ttiod A Jlty.é:’ e
;;.%epomo'ﬁ’l‘hé‘amde ;d
;\ber.wo d}bold as” myfc ‘&k

By Jay D. Evensen
ﬁeview-douma ‘
Wlnle protesters held mgns and
'*: banted i in mon,afederalo(ﬁ
al pledged Thursday to be responfiw

‘ i

EJustzdovr tf-treat us like: country'{bumpkins gsw'“‘v

& &*"&Ngvaﬂéﬁead ,have' eo&.plame:l

.mﬁe@m.-fg.gm‘ﬁ\, ST

give to Nevadans who are e You're' nott ang o dumpit (nuclear. waste).gnn >§,‘ B Jgthat‘ﬂwmmmm of Energy has -
‘o the proposed nuclear, us wlthoutiq e.hg_[laqf a ght_j et | Wil B R ddone: hgtletocpepond 40:the state’s
“Bite at Y Mountai ‘?s mﬁ’a ;“‘a,":‘ =*5““‘“' o4 % W&M@l’n& btmf’r ltbry:"l'hmi

—t la Dece "c.
SRR “ﬂ"xi ';"”w 3 "_ AR T DAV e gt A mda (& led mbt?
; P A, x ,,} eva ppamntlﬂas enti-

v-; el
[ Ben Rusche,ichairman of the Offj e mto.x'l'helr txu;aﬁoni often wen Stled totfederal Aofoqnduct 'g!\f%

bt Civilian Radioactive Waste M %’tf:;llowed (by ;ypla\mq from the' o v busin »de_pendenq stidies: sty ucceMoum% C‘
hyement, © 9 &Y BYTANRE 0T K tente ﬁ? Mol ﬂfm"mﬁ 00 Comle ‘*; jainy bty the money TR,
T'he'protésters ~ members of af ‘S&"Oui‘fnisttat asgomntothe 3 About 00: people attended he'$ heen ma gavallable. R TRE N M 1 |

independent group called; Citizens { “point where we e tnotfl':e anieivill 3 commmiou{nupng in the. Las 7/ Rusche; whose office: u;ﬁémfth'e'

RAlert i< periodically ‘¢ l'L‘amed Y'as we should be, Gov. Grant 7 gas City Gouncil chambers, ™ -'{;?DOE. ‘said the' court’s 'decision 'did..|
, ‘Dumli your pling ’notym “"“B(iwyetf‘éommiss}o chairman, said " ~The® Yicéa Mountain -site,” 100 ? ‘nof allow Nevada to receive  funding;
'{ *Although they urged the cmwd'{d *-t0 Rusche*Jus %t"treat-us like 3. miles northwest of Las Vegas, is one i 'for tests. imtil the state was offi cially -

" 3
'—-_——-‘-J-‘.-‘.., o gy ——

ogen ‘a8 one of three finalists, * -5

quist, commission members were;; 3 -country bumplnns.’You're not-poing ;Lof three primary sites under consrd&";
Pleage isee’ 'MJCLEARH 08!

o less: eandrq in thelr opposmon tp to dump it (nuclear ’Whhte)"ofx"m'“’%raﬁon"fdr‘ﬂw mtibn sﬁ;'at nuclear M

n, electlonhaabeenmad 1
will work fogether muoﬁ*bfa?}l_f;”’ ;

lmed :
thgnmfmahns Q‘?decision

toin"1B RO S R 53 thmsltes Wou]d“bﬁéﬁﬂalmabo‘ﬂ'

i " Although Mam huse&s {has F?’ :be ‘made this month,! ] ; =
¥ cemd fundmg for: studxes. 'its. tem‘gk ports that Neyada. hn:g;g?dyﬁ “"#’ ecision h‘nﬁn mtitbvmmgﬁ gﬁt e
1 :‘e:e based. xl‘?vailab:;;data !a @’:chosentfo:the Tepository'and eaid ,t.? AR e 2
volved nq driltng of site fevelop-y. was *not appropriate 2 Sopral AR Saa i ;
!:ments,* he? said,’: Massachusetta ‘13?7 ::a ¥ ’Mﬂ for th”hm ~.. mw’mm;? "Md m“
:1:: among the ?in: ﬁgnal;sti for the fo Mga the’s sm 2 ting: i
) e, i -7" LI E “: .,{‘: By I;“At “ h ¥e i:'
-~ *NevadnfGov, Richqr&*’Bi'yan “has *Atogether m:::ateas‘;en: -g:.ell‘ rked et :
g demended the release of money.re- 7-“should,” Rusche:said. #Most states'"" ;
'quosted, while ' Attorney -General . have an objective which ix to'avoid ’c
- & Brian'McKay has, met with Energy 'hemg oons:dlmdﬂaa a site'Afber the Ii
' DN IR (LT el sy »_M e \!4‘»" 'ﬂ‘-ﬁn” A PR
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1o0-send spent nuke fuel

Eéﬁtf?af’ihiers 1o Idaho’la bfo?ator‘y”

&l ,;‘ ey ,‘ Shpee :-_~1983 e A
T . A & f The time of the 5h1pments 8 clas The oontamers were removed from
© . Between i now md the end of June, : “sified by the DOE. West.said the the Climax facility in 1983 and were
. o the Department of Energy mll slnp -Nuclear Regulatory Commission also  taken to the test site’s Engine Main-
.17 spent puclear fuel,egn ine: from . prohibits’ ‘Feleasing the’ "sthedule 6 % tenance Assembly and Dmassembly A
n§ “J‘gst Site to the*[dahg ;reduce he “possibility-of lomebody facxlxty. known as E-MAD. -#74
"The shipients. - “dnside E-MAD, 13 of the ipent

- Natxonal Engineéring’ Laboratory hijacking”;
. near Idaho Fa!ls' a DOE lpokesman ~There will be six ‘elnpmenis *the fue! containers were stored -under-
i said. i v e dimst’ five carrying three spent fuel “ground in. e~ radiation-proof room.
.. The contamers, “¢alled elements containers each and the sxxth_ga_rry ««Under another .project -at E-MAD,
;7 -were used in various research. pro-{,in two, 43750 WA g 8950 onk container was placed msxdeuilo {
“+, . jects that studied storing spent nu- < Don Vreth. DOE's duector of the imade of :100 tons of concrete.~The ,
<7 wclear fuel. Theywxllbeshlppedtothe waste management project in Las fother three containers were put in’
“¢-: 'Idaho facility for & project that will - Vegas, said last month that the 17 ‘shallow dry wells zlong a railroad :
~; . test another storage method. - -»~>..~ containers would be shxpped out of track that runs bes1de the E-MAD Qi

3 -.The.Nevada Test Site vied for the ‘Nevada to Idaho by July. *. - 7= - buxldmg ey e SR RpaY L
s ‘v-jproject ‘but Jost out to Idaho. If the - Vieth ‘elso daid Neva«ja'e dnti-nu- 2L {With the temoval of the 17

3314 project } " had been awarded to the gest | clear "S4mage’thad hyrt the tate’s ; fuel gonitainers, the E-MAD building
. site, lt would not have been_ neces- hanceﬁ "éet “the yréjwt.%hxcﬁkjs in the process of bemg closed until
~sary to transport.the spent nuclear “went t&ldaho, ‘and another pro;ectto 'ganother project that can wse the fa-’
.- fuel containers through Nevada and develop & nuclear reactor that ¢ould “cility is awarded to the test site. The ]
*1 Utah on their way-to_Idaho, said -be used in'#pace. The nuclear reactox_- % “mothballing”;of E- MADz;lxould be’|
o Chns West, a DOE spokesman. 5 ;. 3. project was nwarded toWashmgton ‘*completed by September. ggz;i} ¥ A3
The exact_route for sh:ppmg the _The transfer of the _gontaipers to -H,i, The project in Idaho will nse ‘the”
‘.. containers, ‘which contain 225 spent ‘Idaho” will ‘complete "a’ !I-year-g!d, 17 containers in a dry fuel storage’
. " fuel rods from a nuclear reactor, will $26.9 million atudy at the test site on demonstratlon, ,whxch will prog;de
- be decided by the Idaho laboratory, “storing ¢ommercial nucledr” | power ztechmea! information for ﬁempb-
- West said. 3357 ap st Seilpa g plant epent‘fuel {n"" ‘gramte tock "rary surface storage of nu armlstetsq
+i v nThe tentative poute is o take the formatxon. o T wi’ +- at commercial reactor sites.;
1" containers “from qhe (est irQe ;outh %5 Known as‘é e study };Ctm-ently. spent -fuel eontamers
37 % on US. Hnghway i J95,5 West “aaid % aesrgned to determme the effects’ of ‘are béing stored in’ nderwater pools’
+3 .+ . Trucks carrying ghe contamgrs in_ radiation and heat from radioactive . .cutside the reactorsbuttheyarenml*
s, i ‘shipping casks ceértified by thgj}lu-'  decay on the granite and to demon: ., tiing out of spa kq&nﬁ;;

“clear . Regulatog( .Commmsio’n'mill strete -gafe and: envxronmentally N i”Utllxtles oouldusedrys rageun '

:% then go porth on" :Intersta’te /36 . ‘sound handling, packaging and stor: ithe hation's first ¥éposi Iy fox: “the
. throdgh or pear Salt City.*In ~ age techniques, West said. 4;%: mi‘sm “fuel ¢ Btainers is built. " FE S
"._Idaho, .the -trucks.will take 1., " Besults of the study showed the RN R SRR (S 0 et iEpa ke
Highway 26 to the laboratory, vmt, 'gramte could adequately hcco ) . éfl]nder“the Nuclear Waste Policy
t an

‘of Idaho Falls. - G, -daté the combined effects of hea ct_épproved by Congress 'in 1982,
7 An" gst-west “roTxte & taIce the "radiation, he said. %7} B 77 the repository isto be openEa by'lian.
. tmh%mUS Highway 956 I-15~ " The spent fuel was delxvered to the 31,1098, i
3 -has not been decided, West said, but test site in 1979 from ;he Flonda Ty TheDOEisexpectedbytheendoq
4 < the preferred route of Les Veges and i..Powex' and Light Co. - ."‘the month to name Yucca Mountain X
“Clark County officials is to use Craig ;- Eleven of the spent fuel contamers >.on the edge of the test site and two,
!'-%-Road. ‘However, “he saxd, -another .were packaged in stainless steel can-  'other sites in Washington and Texas’
T Lroute could be chosen. 23,51 Ly isters and placed fn holes drilled in : as potential sites for the repository.
».21*“Whenever possible, they keep it “the floor of & tunne! 1,400 feet be-... If the three sites are eelected, he
¢! 'away from populated ~West “neath the desert floor from’ 980 to “will undergo further etudres S
b AR .-.;,:«.',fi g x e *M“Aﬁ d&iﬁu&m 3 PR SR T e .";ﬁ’
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oos hondho says palmcal puﬂhetﬁs o

i P&Jt-"
:&‘4 Bt

c -

I “*Q-h ‘\
et A
. evadans -
. I~ Energy official Benard C..Rusche, in
acB0 uncertain terms:Thursday, that.
bthey want ‘no nnclear dnmnntn tbe
3 Silver State. : m
it B et o &*’m e
at ‘egas City
&mg to listen to pearly 60 members of

waste here‘:a:fg:

jectsChaimsnGrant Sawyer said

¥ the biggest complaint he heard from

“'all states wader considerstion —

.Nevada, Texas, Washington, Utah and

“Louislana’ — was that DOE failed to
consult and cooperate with them. -*-

-.* Rusche, director of the Office o
. Civilian Radicactive Waste Manaze-y

; tious from the commission after arriv-
inzwmlnuteshtaonacqmmerclal
'.,A*et flight from Washipgton.~ oy

kpolitical influence-by¥Texas,shome¥
gstate of Vige President George Bush.¥

. pository?” he asked.’.. -3l 3 a
b 'Asmng.fomefulrepmentaﬁonis |
&jalwaysnlactor . Rusche replied.>>*7~
= -Rusche“told" the. commlsslon that **
lormer Energy Secretary Donald,

posiwry process- with a strong con-‘,
grm:onaldelegmon. o e 4 Y
- At the least, residents asked - for”-
more "research money, information’®
and participation In selecting the high-
level nuclear waste dump, which"

Sawyer, & former Nevada govemor.*-‘

Sunphute bysavo et wams  8aid ke felt frustrated “to the point'
While residents attended 8 pub!lc hearing lnelde. protesten set up & table cutside Las  where we may not be .s civil “ wepﬁ

Vegas City Hall Thursday. Rozz Leight of San Francisco, left, and Bill Rossea Sr ofthe ghould.”
Humbeoldt reservation in Nevada, passed out flags and anti-nuclear iterature. - “ . (See NEVADANS. l’age llA)

"ment for DOE, evaded pointed quea»:,

- Hodel Informed Texans ‘they had a“ ’
. better chance to. stay. qut .of the re-“ )

I AR T
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TR

'~ Sawyer questioned him on possible™ ] :

-“Is a strong, forceful representationa” |~
"~‘hctorwbetherastate‘otare-.‘

Rusche called a “unique experiment”<’].
with “no hard and fast rules” - - ). .
e - "After 1% hours of intense questions, +1
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. Fridey, May 18, 1508 - LAS VEGAS SUN “{fA°

FILYN; (Contluved trom Page 1) 7§} oy
9% thap 100 demonstrators chanted, “Drop
. Yout plan not 'Jm waste,” throughout Rusche’s’
* presentation and questions from the commission,
© »"Weareon
= we've been
- vant !ot‘rbee’
-.Wé are {reated that way,” Sawyer said after grilling
Rmcheonwhyﬂmdahasnotmcdndcourt-
- ordered funds for §
Mountain, 60 miles northwest of Las Vegas and a
~ Poetori ot o o 7% e Mghlevel. mclear re.
= *We have hof done as well 23 we should have,” in

“worklitg with states, Rusche admitted, He noted
that once’three candidates for intensive scientific. -

Mlaamchosenby&ugysmarylohnﬂm
' rington and President Reagan, working with DOE
- wil] be easlert 1 -+ 16 RS
:© _ “Yolt indicite we’can participate, but the de-
" chsiofi’ Is''made “ somewhers
member Thalla Dondero, chairman of the Clark
County Commission, told Rusche. .
i “Pm always at how much time we

spend talking about burying nuclear waste,” Don-
. dero

added, “There’s never going to be enough land

Nevadans tell top DOE official th
; 2717 tot 1t fo be buried iy this comtry — nevers?

treated a9 full partners and we don't ;
treated that way, and we'll raise hell if

else,” commission '
- high-level muclear dump site.

. . cor i %5
hey don’t
CRERANCNE, amy ey HIAL T

—nmever®" " ‘Rische said the were undeg review,
LXRAS m {:\‘htﬁ f‘;‘{'

Rusche answered that Congress ca re-. A LT XR
moved the waste program from *a largely . Rep, Harry Reid, D-Nev, sent & Jetter to the
economic decision,” adding he was confident DOE  commission, read by his campalen manager, Rey
Ma%mumwmmﬂnad& '

could handle more than 10,000 tons of highly . .
comes a time when enough is enough”

radloactive civilian and defense wastes ace : 1
cumulated already. _ R Rddwmg?'eabohwmdmmuhmp-"
He failed to tell the commission that DOE I  tent with our No.i image of tourtsm.” '
Assemblyma a Willlams, [-Las Vegaﬁ

|-
AN

ment-run uranium enrichment program, to recycle . o
to the Treasury

asklngthemclearlndm-ytotakeoverthegovem-, . n Myrna Wi -
A chi o recycle said she cduldn't addmsm the selentific an
Ruclear fuels, saving the government mi + technological ¢ 3
exchange, the government may drop $7 biltion owed” »:="As we've graphically seen at Chertiobyl, they':
by the puclear dlnr:&try. letting the | fust don't work,” shé said. “We'ré fooling aroend |
taxpayers pick up the tab. A federai notice was - with things we have po business g,

Issved last month soliciting opinfons, . . -~ - ... "We've heard 1984 doublespesk withont ‘one
Commissioners alsé wanted to know why,  straight aniwer today —
which is not in the running for &7 she added; il Pg < o 2 S

second possible repository, received study funds, .. Nevada Citizens Alert President Bob Fulkerson
Rusche said it was for a review of existing DOE, - criticived the DOE's demp selection process, . °
docmentsmdth,e:lzs.ooodidn’tgoforﬂeldm - “What we're left with right now s three rotten

Rnscheneverwaveredhmna"No"whenSawyer applu-wl!hhston.'l'emandﬂmda—-mtbe,

asked if Nevada had already been selected as the decision will ba based on which one Is the least °

rotten, not which one was best,” Fulkerson said.-
DmﬂadeRsea;‘chm:nd In
mental assessments this month — so Herrington formation Center in New Mexico sa hasie
andReaggncandecMehowmanys"egtom’— problem {s “the decision has been made and it was
madeprlortotbepassageo“heNuclearWuste

- . Policy Act in 1983 and it must be Justified.”

Although DOE expected to release draft environ-

" remove the senior

Pow It's time to stop It,” ' *NRC

fight”

want nuke. dump;|

:nmmm:mma.ma’,ml
DO ‘memo, expiaining site selections were
onscreening criteria in guidelines approved up
yearsago, . . .
“What's happened since then Is to fustity’ _
(DOE's) ﬁmgmm.“ Hancock said, <l ]
“I's all cut and dried, every goddamned bit of if *
sputtered ILR. Hancock, 92, of Fallon. . . 3 |-
! (DOE) going to shove it down
throats come hell or high water,” Hancock said. t
one point, a Metro Police officer was prepared
titizen, until Sawyer told M?l 0.

let the manna‘peak.
Nuclear Regulat representative
JohnDathdedmbﬂghtspotlntbehed;le ‘
open to state represef.
DOE-M 82id, explaining that NRC wil} licgnte
any proposed repository, :
M ey b
to a repository, {
has been a candidate for about lmau for a
repository,” he added. k
“Just don't treat us like a bunch of comtey
bumpkins,” Sawyer warned Rusche, “Don't treat us
with such suspicion, like we don't know what we're
talking about, when we're the ultimate victim.
You're not going to dump it without a hell of a

1
{




