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U.S. NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR ROCK MECHANICS

ACTIVITIES REPORT

July I, 1983-September 30, 1983

This report covers continuing activities of the U.S. National Com-
mittee for Rock Mechanics from July 1 through September 30, 1983, under
the provisions of t'.S. Bureau of Mines Contract JO 199030. It is sub-
mitted pursuant to the provisions of Articles II and III of the contract.

International Society for Rock Mechanics

MANUEL ROCRA AWARDS. miTe annual request for nominations was received
from ISRM for the Manuel Rocha Medal 1985. This request has been sent to
rock mechanics faculties of American universities to solicit their nomi-
nations. The criterion for nominees is acceptance of their doctoral dis-
sertations in rock mechanics during 1982 and 1963.

The ISRM has selected an American nominee as the recipient of the
Manuel Rocha Medal 1984. The award will be presented at the 1984 ISRM
Council meeting in Cambridge, England.

ISRM DUES.
bership fees for
increase in both

The ISRM Secretariat has issued a new schedule of mem-
1984. The schedule represents about a 30 percent
national dues and individual membership fees.

Meetings

The executive secretary and members of the National Research Council
staff met with the Bureau of Mines Technical Project Officer and Contracting
Officer on September 15, 1983, concerning the proposal for continuing con-
tract activities for the period October 1, 1983 to September 30, 1984.

Technical Society Participation

SOCIETY REPRESENTATION. The American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME) nominated a representative for membership on the committee following
a one-year lapse in active participation. The Society of Petroleum Engi-
neers of AlE (SPE/AIME) advised the committee that its Board of Directors
will meet in October 1983, and will make a decision on SPE's future partici-
pation in the committee's activities.

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS. All ten technical societies and organizations
actively participating in the USNC/RM have made annual contributions for
1983, as requested.
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Panel Activities

PANEL ON DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES. In response to de-
cisLons made at the panel meeting hold in Junoe 193, action has been taken
to broaden the solicitation of candidates for the annual rock mechanics
awards and to publicize the names of the winning author and the titles of
thetr papers All participating technical societLes have been requested to
publish calls for nominations for awards beginning in 1984, and to publish
the names of award winners beginning with 1983 award winners. The response
to this request has been supportive of the awards program.

Abstracts of the papers selected for awards will be published in the
proceedings of the annual U.S. Rock Mechanics Symposium; this requirement will
become effective in 1985. The organizing committee for the 25th U.S. Sym-
posium, to be held in 1984, has agreed to publish abstracts and brief cre-
dentials of the 1983 award winners. The ISRM has also been requested to
announce the winners of these awards.

PANEL ON SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING OF ROCK MECHANICS. The second annual
review of progress in rock mechanics has been completed and will be prepared
for publication during the next quarter.

Future Plans

The bibliography on hard rock excavation and related rock mechanics
subjects, a joint effort with the U.S. National Committee on Tunneling Tech-
nology, will be submitted for publication during the next reporting period.

The proceedings of the First Binational Symposium in Rock Mechanics,
entitled "Rock Fragmentation and Comminution in Relation to the Geometric-
Mechanical Properties of Rock Masses," will be submitted for publication
in November 1983. The symposium was sponsored jointly with the Sociedad
Nexicana de Mecanica de Rocas, A.C.

Reports

No reports were completed during this period. However, ZSRM News and
other rock mechanics information were included in a quarterly distribution
to U.S. members of ISRM.

Board on Earth Sciences

As aresult of reorganization of National Research Council activities
within the Comnission on Physical Sciences, Mathematics, and Resources, the
Board on Earth Sciences now has overview responsibility for the U.S. National
Committee for Rock Mechanics.

Financial Status

The committee has received all funds anticipated for the October 1982
through September 1983 contract period.
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