
CIMARRON CORPORATION
P.O. BOX 315 * CRESCENT, OK 73028

August 19,2003

Mr. Kenneth Kalman
Low-Level Waste & Decommissioning Projects Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Materials Safety & Safeguards
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Re: Docket No. 70-925; License No. SNM-928
License Amendment Request - Conditions 22, 23, and 27(e)

Dear Mr. Kalman:
Cimarron Corporation (Cimarron) recently conducted a review of license SNM-928. In an effort to
streamline and simplify the license to reflect current site conditions, Cimarron requests amendment
of several license conditions.

Condition 22
There is no longer a need for license conditions 22. The work addressed in this license condition
has been completed. Cimarron therefore requests that license condition 22 be deleted.

Condition 23
The work addressed in license condition 23 has been completed except for one item contained in
condition 23(d). License condition 23(d) includes the statement,

"The licensee shall periodically monitor the disposal area for subsidence, erosion,
and status of the vegetative cover for at least 5 years, andpromptly repair any
problems noted Any additional measures necessary to prevent recurrence of
determinedproblems shall be undertaken ",

Cimarron requests that license SNM-928 be amended by deleting all of condition 23 except the two
sentences cited above.

Condition 27(e)
The wording of this license condition can be interpreted to mean that NRC requires ALARA
committee approval of any change to any procedure related to the Radiation Protection Plan (RPP)
or Decommissioning Plan (DP). It is our understanding that NRC intended this license condition to
apply to the plans themselves and not to the implementing procedures. However, license condition
27(e) states,



"The licensee is authorized to make certain changes to the NRC-approved
Decommissioning Plan (DP), Radiation Protection Plan (RPP), and associated
procedures without NRC's approval, if these changes are consistent with the
ALARA principle and the decommissioning process. All changes shall be approved
by the Cimarron ALARA Committee, subject to the following: "(emphasis mine)

In addition, Condition 27(e)1(b) states,

" ... Make changes in the procedures presented in the NRC-approved DP, RPP, or
applicable license conditions; and ... " (emphasis mine)

During the NRC inspection conducted at the Cimarron site during June 25 - 27, it became apparent
that there was disagreement among NRC personnel regarding the interpretation of this license
condition. The disagreement was based on interpretations regarding the application of this
condition to specific procedures which are subordinate to the RPP and/or DP. NRC has already
established that procedure changes do not require approval as license amendments. The purpose of
condition 27(e) is to authorize the licensee to amend the license by modifying certain documents
without NRC approval, provided those changes meet criteria stipulated in other sections of
condition 27(e). Since NRC has never formally approved (or incorporated into the license) any
procedures subordinate to the RPP or the DP, there is obviously no need for the licensee to perform
a 27(e) evaluation to change these procedures under condition 27(e).

During the June 25 - 27 NRC site inspection, NRC staff agreed that it is appropriate for personnel
with expertise in the implementation of these procedures approve changes to these procedures.
They agreed that it is not appropriate for representatives of management, who are unfamiliar with
technical details related to instrumentation and the performance of surveys, approve changes to
such procedures. Consequently, it is most protective of health and safety, quality, and license
compliance, to ensure that procedures subordinate to the RPP and/or DP be approved by the
Radiation Safety Officer and/or his/her authorized designee. Cimarron agrees with NRC staff and
requests that license condition 27(e) be amended to prevent future misinterpretation by removing
the phrase, ", and associated procedures" from the first paragraph, and by removing the phrase "in
the procedures presented" from section 1(b) of license condition 27(e).

If you have any questions or comments, please call me at 405-282-5680, ext. 120 (Cimarron) or
918-223-2522 (Cushing).

Sincerely,

Jeff Lux
Manager, Planning and Regulatory Compliance

xc: D. Blair Spitzberg, NRC Region IV


