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NUCLEAR WASTE Report Panned by State



It's important to see the big picture
surrounding creation of a national
nuclear- wates dump, Bob Loux.
stressed this week. Loux, Executive
Director of Nevadas Nuclear Waste
Project Office, has been looking at
issues involved with the waste dump
since 1979. In his view, planning
for the facility that will be in place
for. "thousands of years" is In the
hands of "the federal agency with
the worst track record of any agency
in the federal government."

The Department of Energy,
Loux reminds us, is made up of "the
same people who brought us above
ground nuclear weapons testing, and
more recently, the collapse of
Ranier Mesa. These are the guys
left over from the AEC weapons
days who feel the public is better
off not knowing what they're up to.
"And it is an agency, he charges,
that is overwhelmingly guilty of
"best case planning."

"If the federal government had
approached NASA the same way the
DOE is approaching nuclear waste
disposal, we'd still have John Glenn
in orbit without a way to bring him

not that seismic records have only
bet ept at the site for a few years
and are "far too short" to allow for
predictions of what will occur
during the next 90 years. There is
substantial evidence that earthquakes

Bob Loux

the west is politically weak. There
are not a' of Congressional delega-
tions from the west.,

"That area (Yucca Mountain)
of southern Nevada and California
had volcanos everywhere 35 million
years ago," Loux observed. 'But the is
salt beds in Texas and Mississippi
have been stable for three or four
or five hundred million years."

Yucca Mountain is located on
the rim of an old buried volcanic
caldera, and while DOE has conclud-
ed that there is little chance of a
volcanic eruption in the area, Loux's
study contends that documents used
to prepare the DOE study point to
the possiblility of a volcanic event at
Yucca Mountain.

Loux says Nevada has funded
all its own research on the nuclear
dump issue to date. But he is hopeful
a pending lawsuit will allow the
state to tap into federal funds that
are being used to study the technical
questions at issue in the debate.

. The state filed the suit after a
plea from its entire Congressional
delegation failed to elicit cooperation
from the feds, Loux said. A letter,
signed by Senators Laxalt and Hecht,
as well as Congressmen Vucanovich
and Reid, asserts: "the problem is
that the Nevada Operation Office,
acting on guidance from Washington,
has informed the state that they
can conduct independent field work
only to monitor and evaluate the
Department of Energy's activities,
but no if that work involves collec-
tion of primary data."

What this means, according to
Loux, is that "if you're out there
with a DOE guy and he picks up a
rock and analyzes it, that.s OK'
But we're not allowed to pick up
that rock. We're not allowed to
collect our own data. They're telling

larger than those predicted from
historical seismicity may be anti-
cipated at the site," Bell asserts

Yucca Mountain would never

"THE MOST EXPOSED INDIVIDUAL WILL PROBABLY BE THE
MAYOR OF CALIENTE."

down," Loux asserts. He acknow-
ledges that his comments are strong,
but he argues Nevada has been
"fairly agressive" in challenging the
DOE "for good reason." His office
has recently released a 747 page
report detailing its objections to the
DOE's assessment of the impact
of a proposed high level nuclear
waste dump at Yucca Mountain in
southern Nevada.

Among the issues the Nuclear
Waste Project Office report raises
is the contention that the Yucca
Mountain repository will be in a
major seismic risk area." Loux noted
that the Nevada study included
information pointing to the possib-
ility of an earthquake in the range of
between 6.9 and 7.3 on the Richter
scale on the Bare Mountain fault
near Yucca Mountain.

John Bell, a geologist with the
Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology

have been considered at all if DOE
had taken an objective look at the
site on the basis of geological sta-
bility, Loux said this week. His
comments are echoed in a letter
written by Governor Bryan to the
U.S. Secretary of Energy.

"The information contained in
the draft Environmental Assessment
strongly supports the argument that
the selection of the Yucca Mountain
site...has been predetermined for

"IF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAD APPROACHED NASA
THE SAME WAY THE DOE IS APPROACHING NUCLEAR WASTE
DISPOSAL, WE'D STILL HAVE JOHN GLENN IN ORBIT WITHOUT
A WAY TO BRING HIM DOWN."

some time," the report states. Loux
expanded on that contention this
week by pointing out that "the
whole east coast is much more
geologically stable than the west, but

us how in depth we can go and whewe
we can go to get our data."

One of the issues Nevada wants
to look at is the question of the rela-
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