August 13, 2003

Mr. Kenneth Putnam, Chairman
BWR Owners Group

Nuclear Management Company
Duane Arnold Energy Center
3277 DAEC Rd.

Palo, IA 52324

SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF NEDO-33091, "IMPROVED BPWS CONTROL ROD
INSERTION PROCESS" (TAC NO. MB9642)

Dear Mr. Putnam:

By letter dated June 6, 2003, the BWR Owners Group (BWROG) submitted for NRC staff
review Topical Report (TR) NEDO-33091, "Improved BPWS Control Rod Insertion Process."
It also requested, consistent with the NRC’s Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation Instruction
LIC-500, "Processing Requests for Reviews of Topical Reports,” that the NRC provide an
estimate of the review hours, as well as target dates for any requests for additional information
(RAIs) and for completion of the safety evaluation (SE) for the TR.

The NRC staff has performed an acceptance review of the TR. We have found that the
material presented is sufficient to begin our comprehensive review. The staff expects to issue
RAIs by December 30, 2003, and complete its review by December 30, 2004, and estimates
that the review will require approximately 500 staff hours.

Section 170.21 of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations requires that TRs are subject to
fees based on the full cost of the review. You did not request a fee waiver; therefore, staff
hours will be billed accordingly. To enable us to complete the review on this schedule, close
and frequent communications between our technical staffs will be required.

Sincerely,

IRA/
Alan B. Wang, Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate IV
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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BWR Owners Group

cc:
Mr. Joseph E. Conen

Vice Chairman, BWR Owners Group
DTE Energy — Fermi 2

200 TAC

6400 N. Dixie Highway

Newport, Ml 48166

Mr. J. A. Gray, Jr.

Regulatory Response Group Chairman

BWR Owners Group

Entergy Nuclear Northeast

440 Hamilton Avenue Mail Stop 12C
White Plains, NY 10601-5029

Mr. H. Lewis Sumner
Southern Nuclear Company
40 Inverness Center Parkway
P.O. Box 1295
Birmingham, AL 35242

Mr. Carl D. Terry

Vice President, Nuclear Engineering
Nine Mile Point - Station

OPS Building/2nd Floor

P.O. Box 63

Lycoming, NY 13093

Mr. Thomas G. Hurst
GE Nuclear Energy
M/C 782

175 Curtner Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Mr. Thomas A. Green
GE Nuclear Energy
M/C 782

175 Curtner Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Mr. James Meister
Exelon

Cornerstone Il at Cantera
4300 Winfield Road
Warrenville, IL 60555

Mr. William A. Eaton
ENTERGY

Grand Gulf Nuclear Station
P.O. Box 756

Port Gibson, MS 39150

Mr. Mark Reddeman

Vice President Engineering
Point Beach Nuclear Plant
6610 Nuclear Road

Two Rivers, WI 54241

Mr. Richard Libra

DTE Energy

Fermi 2

M/C 280 OBA

6400 North Dixie Highway
Newport, Ml 48166

Mr. James F. Klapproth
GE Nuclear Energy
M/C 706

175 Curtner Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125
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