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Pariel's proposal OKs driling: at rYucca Mountaln

dmpns - -'--.‘..a; v . 4 .'.-

éﬂmkmﬁ'“” 2 293 million for drilling work st ° partment of Bacrgs frogrems for 'I'huuoydmoulbnalom
Reviow-Journe! Washington Buresy Yuces Mountain but provide no the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1. way to go. Although stiffers sey

WASHINGTON — Yucca money for similar work at poten- The depariment in conducting the’ ﬂuMHdemnd'!‘uh-
;. Mountain in County should  tial sites in Washington, Texas and  mearch for a place to bury the na- nology Committee will probebly

become the mation's top nuclear Lloyd’s home state of Tennessee.  tion’s most dangerous nuclear approvs the plan, Nevadams or oth-
wasts dump, a congressional sub- Lloyd’s Houes Science and wasts, but last year congressional er opponents coudd kill it in anoth-
m“-;hmmgm : Technol::y -ubeox:;nltm ap- ¢:rm¢:i|t :,cugon succeeded in ba; ergmmmea.onthe floor,

P'M arilyn PMUdt Pml voice vote - ring do{ngdﬁm!‘m or Senate. -

. Lloyd, D-Tenn., would authorize as part of a bill suthorizing De- Nevada, Washington snd Teras. Plense see NUCLEAR/MA

nmrsaay; March 26, 557
®Donrey of Nevads, e,

-




Bepubll-: k 'toxl end Texae. :

fice in Washinglo D Cj

i 47" don'tiwhat'to: say-that ' this Y
Ppoliticization‘Jeaves Nevada low::
man -pn: the. totem pale,..but your'
state obviously' has: little: political
O“t in waﬂhlnm 3§ ..‘ S‘,,Jt a(.l!v 3

l

s o Rep Sld Momson. a’ AR
. Reviaw-Journel. %’ W “can, also 'said the nuclear-pqwer:. e Morrison,” who; 8’ aqtlvely in-
Nevada can expect *to get “the ‘industry ‘would ‘be” willing ‘to pey  volved in'the nuelee: weste debate,
nation's first nuclear waste ‘dump $25 billion to wh:cheve; state: ac-' eald the search *for ’ the: nuclear
because the state’ lacks “political cepte the dump site, T waste ‘dump: has,beoome extremely
:} .clout” in Congress, a congressman ; “Nevada . is “one ‘of* three etatee htmzed...f*"' . ",\ ,
fromeeehmgton etate aaxd 'I\xeev under considerationfor:the dump. ‘; .
e KRN Lo elte. The other two are Washing;, ewry,?.Motriaon eaid ftmn hla-'
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Frorn 1A sion made by Energy Secretnry {bthat the ntmg proceee should: be}
‘ ﬂwen on the House eubcomrmttee John Herrington last year to aban-: ' scientific, ‘but- if it's: going to be
‘ "that last week passed a recommen-’; don the search for ‘an Eaetem re'-,f political, we should Just as well be.f
dation that’ Yucca Mountain,” pository, = »' i it oyt fblatently polmcal." AT s
bout- 95. miles- northwest of Las:':""“The department end the (Reav ‘i Morrison. said these’ pohtxcah
Vegas, be the only site considered.””" gan) ' administration’: ‘opened ‘the coneideretmne were behind the;
~ That measure, written ‘by- the ‘. political door, and ‘now the’ ‘Con-" | | subcommittee’s move to ask Neva-]
ubcommittee chairman whose dis- * gress has gone through "that'door.”’ da “to name its price” for. aeeept-
. trict includes the proposed site for . making political considerations the - ing a repository, : -~ wmnzyrs J
. a temporary nuclear waste reposi-:: decidmg factor in the sita-selection /> Some Nevada' officials-have la
tory in Tennessee, ruled out any. - process,” he said; ‘abwi; il F 12 ¥i'beled this proposal and another of-l
studies for possible dumps in Ten<: - "Nevada- officials,’ most notably :: fered in the:Senate last week that!
- nessee, Washington and Texas.-" - Gov. Richard Bryan, have decried - “eould amount to a $5 billion m-%
~ " Rep. Marilyn Lloyd. D-Tenn.. “this “politicization, * 'saying . the _ment to Nevada as a “bribe.” - '
. said Yucca Mountain is the site " gearch was intended/to be based 57" 7 Morrison said he has di sed
. - most technically suitable for a re---. solely on scientific considerations.s’ ywith: the 'nuclear power' i
" . pository. Her measure called for - State officials have called for: a - the idea of giving Nevada an mcen-

]

Wednesday, Apnil 1; 1987

—alel

. ®Donray of Nevada, Inc.

Wl spending $93 mxlhon to stucb' the"’-f_

‘4T think the department opened
a political door when they dropped
the search for a second-round re-
pository.” "

“Morrison \vne xefemng to a deci-

et b st ioam

revamping ‘of ‘the: Nuclear Waste,

- site, .Policy Act. Morrison said that he;. the industry;would ‘be’ willing to !

. Mornson eald he dlsagreed wnth - once agreed with'those officials, ““" pay:‘even” more than the federal

singling out Nevada.'- ~% -~ ““But.when we. talked' about re-. - government for the dump.’* :

: .~ :*It's gone -from" bad to worse.-"*vxsltmg the policy act, it used to be - i “Twenty-five: billion dollars'is-
: v ‘Political. preeeuree have takem 47 (states) {o three (states) because . what- the: industry feels they ¢an'’;
a ;i over” he said. ‘the other states had a ‘not-in-my- ;. affordito” ‘get the ‘repository,” in- 3

backyard attitude.” " . . {

“Maybe . now, the- polntxcel?'&

. changes havegnede the odds, closer

to49to1,” -‘Morrison said, .. .

" My feeling ‘all. along has: Y ,‘%delegaﬁo%,,

“cluding ‘the *dump’s’ oopet;uctlon

‘tivé fo take the repository. He said

eoete Morrison said.: {
~ Morrison said “one of Nevada's:+
pmbleme is tbat_ym‘ heve a emnll'j‘
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F|‘°ﬂ'| A sirinen i -‘ i .'ered for the permsnsnt dump “ " . welcome the highly"éoﬂ%rov’ersial'
- Lloyd's proposal would also sk “I think she knows the (House) » reposltory »
N'evsda officials to tell Congress’ n speaker (Jim Wright) is from Tex- i » Utility customers who depend on
~what “conditions” would cormnce ~as' and the majority leader ('l‘om nuclear power. are, paying for the'
them to accept the high-level waste = Foley) is from Wsshmgton, 20 she ' troubled waste program, and they
dump for spent nuclear fuel rods. ... decided to take us on,” B:lbm)n will save “billions of dollars” if a.

.‘Earlier Wedneeday, two senators sa:d; “But she's got a tlger by thsg dump is found quickly ,— freemg
introduced legislation offeringe tail. Tee 3y money to pay off Nevads, the re-
atates $100 million a year and more .. Bilbray conﬁdently predicted I port suggests, - -.
“in bonuses .to: amccept .the .dump. " that neither the - Johnston cash: |, According to a spokesman.
- 15§ That bill's primary authot, Sen. J.”’ , award bill or Lloyd’s one-site plsn Lloydwss influenced by a Stanford -
»i7 -y Bennett, Jobnston, D-La,;; also. m’ll be approved by Congress. . ., i University scientist who suggested

", 1" hinted again that he believes Yuc- :::: The ultimate fate of Lloyd’s pro- 0 her panel nst week that all work
Y ea Moqntain is the best place’ for posal is questionable. For one”.’ focus on Yucea Mountain. .
1’ the dump, saying “scientists have ' othing, Congress for ‘several years: . Geochemist and professor emeri-:
111 pointed out Nsvada is a very likely : has failed to approve the DOE aun-* tus Konrad Krauskopf noted then
o site” _ thorization bill to which it is at-~ that the Texas site sits on top of an
t 2} The resction of des lawmak- .. tached. For another, an aide to the : aquifer tapped by farmers, and the
A 2,4 ers to both.Johnston’s bill .and .; House Science..and Technology Washington site is atop aquifers
w4} Lloyd's targeting of Yueea Moun. . Committes said the vots was lsrgs- ;. leading to the Columbia River.

) tamwasqmcksnd negative. . . .‘;lyaprotest. y Nt 'But at Yucca Mountain the re--
2270 Repy- Barbara - Vucsnovich. R' ey 1 would saytfts"intent of this’ pository would be 600 meters
Nsv.. atrged Lloyd in: a'letterito . very dramatic . action is to focus ;- above the water table, in a sparsely |
1 “put ‘this proposal: where it most’ - attention and say, ‘We're frustmtn : populated  area.-already partially’
logically. ‘deserves . to- be. in.: the ed, the. nuclesr/wssts program .is contammsted by fallout from nu-:
3. wastebasket.,” it o wopess v not working,’” said the aide, who clear . testing, the scientist said, -
225 In aft Wevv”’\fuéanbvich“smd spoks on condition of anonymity. | drawing from government:studies. °
. § it was a'simple casa of other states -, The aide. said the staff on the’ 3 He added that it would be'cheaper

 ganging| op. on»dea to‘ pmteet Energy subcomemittes became con- - to build the dump at Yucca Moun-
; themselves it ol oo a0 ‘vmced Yueca Mountain is the saf- | tain than at the other two sites —
.. “As lotig as,they do ﬂs ‘to- . est dump nite after “hearing thstt a conclusion drawn by DOE. " .,
havs (the.dump), they’rs ‘going eo* ;- repeatedly” from DOE and scien- * . “For, all. thess , reasons, - Yucca
5,4, support pitting it'in Nevada,” shs . tists who have testified at eongres- i Mountain would ‘be . the .obvious
rsaid.“Whomd Neveda is the: onbn sronsl hearings; ! .- ... -+ choice if & single, site were to be
“krone: thatshonld- be: selected?.Wev' 1. In a report sxp!aming:ts action, ¥ picked for characterization and
L have to-rhake thém prove. that”.i}"; the subcommittes said Yucca ! b { probable ultimate acceptance,"
o Sou ReED,, Jim, Bﬂbmy,@-Nwwuid, "Mountain “is the best site for host- * Krsuskopf said. L

* ¥ Lioyd’s. p!an is,“obviously a ploy"minga repository and it is already in <. - The scientist * said (Jongress

L1 tokill nozpm build & tempoZ7an ; isolated . afen; tontaminated *; should be willing 1o scrip the Yuc-
L dump 1ri Tennesses, To' .A,thfough nuclear weapons testing.” *cs Mountain site if it is proven

" win“favors,ibevsuggestedﬂ Lloyd . report further suggested Ne- / unsafe — “an obvious ‘weakness”

; -4 ‘also proposéd to-kill the studies in” - ‘iiads should be asked “to deﬁns the " in proceding with studying only
ths othst two states bemg consid- : conditions under which it would one sito. ‘
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Nevada ofﬁcig o é‘%ﬁned pro-:
We that would single out

‘xer waste” reposxoory saying that
. some pohtxcmns in Weshingto

,w* &

" make Nevada the only site under ©

! Review-Journal 72 5 _"‘ o LA

..3:

Nevada as the best site for '8 nucle-,.

n.,.
began g up_on the |’
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ﬁlt kind of sounds’ ¥'7%
. like & conspiracy. I-5"
| think it's clear that ..
.they are trylng to target

l}-&‘f

program." Rishal

¥, March 26, 1987 o

- it (the nuclear dump) is ‘safe
end we can assure that it works,
! then Pm suré the governor could
xﬁndmmewaytoputthemoney:
. into economic’ development“and
1, build the second industry that our
state badly heeds,” Dickinson said. .
f. Dickinson said he agreed with

i Lloyd’s contention that Yucca-

. Mountain -is the best site for the -

:_ nuclear waste dump, but he said .

. the government should do more'

- Tennesseé congréssman that would payment dunng the coursé of the mxdxee to confirm that theory.:

Nye County’s Administrator Jan

.+ consideration for & nuclear waste :_~- Later in the day, a ouboommxtte Wellman, who would have the nu-_
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But other Nevadans applauded
. an offer made Wednesday by a se-
- nior Louisiana senator for as much_

cepts the nuclear waste dump. :

s.. Gov. Richard Bryan oondemned
both proposals saying they are a-.
; further attempt to force Nevada:
< into "accepting the' repository re-
gardless of safety considerations.: ”
,: It kind of sounds like a conspir-_
- acy,” Bryansa)d. I ST

3+ 1 think it's clearthattheym
i’. mgwhrgetus‘r"“ BooLo
Tt s fair to say the U. 8. Deparl;-

l

e e st

‘? even before the studies ere com-"
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an said.

pohtxcxans in Washingfori putting -

?' atlons

= The reaction to Wednesday’s
events came after two setbacks to
Nevada’s efforts to avoid a nuclear’
waste dump at Yucca Mountain, .
" the site the Energy Department

During & morning press confer-’

“ence, Sen. W. Bennett Johnston,
" Democratic chairman of the energy "

offer the first state that accepts a
nuclea: waste dump e $5 bdhon

’ ment of Energy’s site selection pro- R
T cess has been 80 corrupted that-»gressman from Tennessee who -

: that Nevada is the_best sxte. ‘ Bry- <1

e g
% “This is just another example of :

f the Housé Science and Technol- -
“ogy Committee passed a measure .
that would stop all work at possible
dump sites in Washington, Texas
and Tennessee. Funds for the Yuc-.
ca Mountain site would be all that -
remain, for the Energy Deparb-
ment's repomtory program. -

."*.“On the ‘one hand the federal
govemmem‘. is trying to bribe us

“into taking the dump,” Lt. Gov.
... of a dump for so long now that if it *

" Bob Miller said Wednesday. - ..
" “And then with the other hand,

there is this bullying from thée gov-:

™ ernment and people like Represen
tative (Marilyn) Lloyd.”" - .
is the Democratic con-.

!‘”"" T v

 sponsored the legislation naming

" the country,”: . g e
<~ Miller said both the Lloyd and.

gl requirements, passed by Con-

dumptobeoemﬁedsafeforupto

- 10,000 years. " .- »

" “These proposals are at best | pre-

mature, and at worst irresponsx-

ble,” i S LA N Lo
Bob Dickinson, a Les Vegan

cioeely involved with the nuclear

Dickinson is with the Nevada Nu-
"clear Waste Study Committee,

Department work on Yucca Moun-

=
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- Johnston proposals sidestep feder- <

“clear waste dump in his backyard if
- it was located at Yucca Mountain,
said public opinion in the county’
has opposed the dump. But the
county commission has refused to'
take a stand on the issue. . ..
v He said the nuclear dmnp oould
represent millions of dollars in new
jobs and an increased tax base for:
the financially strapped county. -
.“We've lived with the powibxlxty:

happened, it would just be a fact of .
life for us,® Wellman said. “The .
enticement they sre dangling out”
there isn really going to change
anyonel mind” . N
- A spokesman fora Nevada actxv-‘ :
ut group, Citizen Alert, con-

} pleted, they have a!ready decided " . Yucca Mountain as t.he best site in  demned both measures saying they
- gingled out Nevada, and that*

Lloyd’s bill “is & big, fat lie.”- s =%
Bob Fulkerson, executive direcs
tor of the grass roots environmen-

v political considerations ahead of  gress in 1982, for the nuclear waste tal group, said Lloyd’s proposal
- ecxentxﬁc and techmeal oonsxder-;

represents that “game view that

- others in Washmg'ton have ex-

pressed that Nevada is “a vast de-
sert wasteland available for use as:
the nation’s dumping ground.” "~ .

He said both the Johnston and.
Lloyd proposals demonstrated the

" has labeled the most technically~ waste duinp process said be was -frustration the nuclear waste pro-
smtahle for a nuclear waste dump. ~ disturbed by the Lloyd proposal, gram has brought to Congress. -
but he supports Johnston’s offer.

“It shows the deep state of chaos

and disarray that the program is
in,” he said. "Clearly these propos-

committee, announced a plan to' which supports continued Energy als are coming from parochial in-

terests, and they are just short-

_ term political solutlons.




