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TRAVELERS '— .

These are five Nevada

legislators who re-"

cently toured Europe-
an nuclear waste
storage facilities. At
top, from left, Sen.

Tom Hickey, As-

sembiymen Matt
Callister and Jim-
Schofield At bottom, ;

from 'left, are As-"
semblymen Gaylyn -
Sprlggs and Jack Jef- .

trey. .

Nevadans see EurOpean nuke waste'metho

PAATS

' 'SUN Staff Writer

' Goy.: pressed 3 with the Asse salt dome i

~By Mary Manning 'Garry Carothers. . West’ Germany,: which ‘will hold

ALour with 18 other state legislators " siorage facilities is a smart move: i
for $55,000 of U.S. Departnient of jn the short run, with less‘ ‘_ns-

“Reprocessing - nuclear. . wastes 'actual’ nucleay, fuel ' rods. "The)i
* Four of six Nevada lawmakers voffers a' more practical solution don't want to. do’jt: without*tes*
who went on a 10-day European and a’ monitored retrievable; ting,” he said.: "Everybody is'just
getting it going.‘every y's Jpsﬁ

testmg ’%% o %L #

Aterthe April 26, 1936_nu'clear‘

Energy money said they are nlrorer  portation, she added, - LIat
opposed’ to locating a nuclear - ““They're a.lot further . along '
waste dump at Yucca Mountain. & than we- thought,” Spriggs said, {ﬁ;‘gé?{?:::ﬁ?scm: y;;:nﬁ
‘Assemblyman Gaylyn Spriggs,: referring -to European -govern- _public’ ‘opinion” opposed: nuclea

R-Hawthorne, said salt seems tO‘wmcnts grapphng “with* ’b“ry"‘g e power, SAS” a “Mﬂn,‘howevelg
bethec‘eal'fﬂvorlte after touring ! iho“sands of tons o‘ nuclear ‘he Said thesolted Stam needs,
facilities in France, West Germa "waste. " "moré ; exchanges “of *d an o
ny and Sweden. - 3 However, Sweden approved a’ - knowledge, such s th 3
" “The (US) government should ' referendum to shut down’its 12 ‘tour.”. 2
take New Mexico up on its offer,” “nuclear reactors by the'year 2010, - " N,

said Spriggs, whose district in- said Assemblyman Jim Schofield, " - “We're’going to be’ faced W}}hj
cludes Yucca Mountain, 60 miles: D-Las Vegas. “And they don’t re- . making the decisions,” he said. *It,
northwest of Las Vegas. However,: ‘ally> have an alternative,” he’ didn’t change my mind about Ne-
New Mexico’s congressional dele- +added. - L BT vada. I don’t think anybody ream

gates are opposing that 1dea-m schofield said he was most im- e See SOME, Pngoaa‘ rm,cl




B Some Ieglslators stlll agams_t dump in Nevada

11134. COntmued from Pago 19 ?* talking to officials."“l wanted to
el wants it here, and if they do, xt’ hear from the folks,” he said. "We
for socio-economic reasons.”

" -Schofield found the constant- any body but those on the tour.”

- The tour didn’t change his mind

: mn" traveling on the lo-day tour gruel-‘i ‘about opposing the dump in Ne-

el mg. ‘ ; wvada, Nevada is one of three sites
Assemblyman Jack Jeffrey. D-« ‘selected by DOE as a finalist to .

- B2 Henderson, said he' was disap- ‘become the nation’s first nuclear .
ek, fpointed that lawmakers ended upi rqpq;itpry.‘_frhe_ ,_oti_gei' Sites a}re

? never had-a chance'to talk to ,
<. Callister, D-Las Vegas,’ said the.
“tour was helpful, but he'is' more
-convinced ‘than’ ‘eyer .that. the
* dump shouid never come to Ne-

.

thgmg 'm,

Nt peyEg g,

Hanford, Wash., and Deaf Smith

' County, Texas, - s

Assemblyman“iMatthew

vada.
Calhsters district contains
many Nevada Tat Site ‘workers

S ..J

who are worried that a “com-*
" prehensive nuclear test ban be-
tween the superpowers will close:
the nation’s’ nuclear weapons/
proving ground. “They are desper
ately concerned about jobs, but'
jobs created by the dump’ "are!
 vastly less than those there now, ‘
Callister said. - :
“When we're taiking about i'e-i
. pository: jobs, “we’re:not talking?
about a safety net for people fac-’
ing a test ban,” he noted, “I think
the DOE favors reprocessing. It’s|
.the nuclear industry which thinks,
it's too expensive.”’ h
Callister said that every coun-’
try they visited is considering re-:
processing, so not to waste poten-
tial fuel for nuclear reactors. °
“Most European countries say
" those who benefit frdm‘cheap mh

8

clear energy ve to pay the price,”,
Callister said. “They have a sense|

of accountability.” ..« . .~ =

"3
.. Assembly Speaker Joe Dini, D-,

Yerington, and Senate Majonty

. Leader Bill Raggio, R-Reno, were.

' invited to go along on the Europe-
' an trip, but declined.
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Nuke site *
leglsla’uon
revnewed

: Assoclated Press

WASHINGTON - Am:d Te-
newed charges that federal efforts
to find a site for the nation’s first
high-level nuclear waste dump
were based more on politics than

science, & House subcommittee

Thursday began work on a bill that
would sgt up an independent panel |

to reviey the site selection process.
- The |compromise legislation
would qllow congressional leaders
to appomt e three-member com-
mission to study the Department
of Energy's implementation of the
1982 Nuclear Waste Policy Act.

The measure allows the commis-

sion “broad scope” in conducting
its review, but .requires that the
panel, at a minimum, examine the
need for a second repository and
review the possibxlitxes of creating
a public corporation to implement
‘the waste program and & perma-
nent advisory councxl to oversee
the program. % ,
- Under the measure, the commm-
sion would have gix months to

complete its work and make rec- !

ommendations to Congress Con-
gress would then have six months
.to approve any changes and, if it
‘;dxdn’t act; the Energy Department
£could then proceed ith
. program.

The eomproxmse bill drew qulckv'

. cntlcxsm from some members of
the subcommittee of the House In-

terior Committee, who said the :
deadlines may be unworkable and .

the revised measure narrowed the
scope of the commission’s review
from that envxsxoned in the ongl-
nal proposal.-

JY1 am lpecxfically concerned
‘about the life of the commission

ntv

|

bemg reduced from 18 months to !

six months,” said Rep Barbam
ijucanovxch R-Nev.
.Please see DUMPIQB

AT Ay ER A R 2

Friday, Oetober 6, 1987 .
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From 1B

“Basrcally. 1t reqmres the com-

‘mission to look to the future of the

Nuclear Waste Policy Act and pro-

vides no obligation to go back to

enactment and see where 1t all

went wrong,” she said.
-~ Rep. Philip Sharp, D-Ind.,
'voxced similar concerns and
charged that in picking three pos-
:sible sites -for the repository the
. Energy Department “clearly ma-
- nipulated the data, especlally in-
volvmg the Hanford gite.” -

The Energy Department has se-

: lected three sites for further study'

* the Hanford nuclear reservation in
south-centsal Washington, Yucea

a.Mountam,

: ty, Texas. | .

+ Sharp s&:d the department had
played a “pohtical game” in select-

ing those sites and “while it may
have had short-term expedlence. it
dxdn’t pay off.”-

Rep. Wayne. Owens, D-Utah,
saxd DOE's selection process might
_have been based more on pohtxcs
“than on scientific data.
¢ “We in the West are concerned
-that we will get all the waste and

r-the East gets all the power. sald

iOwens. - -

¥ The bulk of the waste stored in”
the underground repository will be

..aused fuel from nuclear power

iplants. '

aod Deaf Sxmth Coun- .

==The’ subcommxttee after bnef 3
rde bate over the size of the commis-~

e sion, ‘agreed on a three-member
‘panel and approved an amendment
hat Wolld give the group subpoe

‘powers. But the ‘committee de-
"layed consxdenng & 'string of other
l"mnend.rnents until next week.®

> The original measure, proposed

X

o

.-by Rep. Morris Udall, D-Ariz., es- |

“eentially ‘would have nnposed an’
£18-month moratorium on DOE in-
ryestigation of the sites while the '

i

rcommission assessed the selectlon2

jprocess. . - e

= Under the - compromxse, ‘DOE
swould be allowed to proceed with
“some work, but would be prohiblt-
t¢d from drillmg exploratory shafts’
*at the three sites. The department
has said it would be’ techmcally
impossible to sink tﬁe shafts in the
mextsrx months, *7 v ! 5

2,323

nrlva RS km-\:‘ .
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Nuke waste transp'oria'hon research center seen for LV ™

The Clark County Regional
Transportatxon ‘Commission ap- ~
proved a draft resolution Thurs-
day to place a transportation re-
. search center for nuclear waste in
-Las Vegas. "
The center would operate un-

»der the University of Nevada sys-

tem.

ing US. Department of Energy
funds for developing the center. A

permanent location for the facil-

The' state Nuclear Waste K
Project Office has committed us- -

ity has riot been declded

~+In other action, the commxssxon
heard a representative of the
state Department of.Transporta-
tion present plans for three and 10
years. - ..

Commission Chairman Ron
+Lurie asked DOT Deputy Director
Ron Hill what could be done about
unscrambling Expressway traffic
near downtown on and off ramps.

-Hill said the state doesn’t know
what to do about traffic conges-
tion there, but plans to hire a
consultant.

The commission also_ approved

553 million from the 1981 boxid“ o
-issue -for ‘use on seven new
projects, including Decatur:.
Boulevard between Cheyenne AV- "
.enue to Rancho Drive ($310,000 for' -
 design and right of way), College -

Drive railroad crossing ($230,000),
traffic signal at Sunset Road and
Valle Verde Drive ($100, 000),

lion), Boulder City curb and sidé-
walk repair ($90,000), City of Mes-
quite project ($10,000) and various
Clark County projects ($2.6 mil-
lion). )

2L v e

~Vegas Drive overpass to Oran. - |
.Gragson Expressway ($1.6 -mil-
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Nye sues state,

By Caryn Shetterly - e
SUN Staff Writer :
Nye County filed suit Wednes- .

day against the state and Gov.

. Richard Bryan over the creation

of Bullfrog County, alleging it

i'violates Nevada’s separation of
* powers provision and denies basic

privileges guaranteed to citizens

~ by the state and U.S. constitutions.

Bullfrog County also is named
in the suit, which was filed by Nye

County District - Attorney Phil-
Dunleavy in Esmeralda County -

.. ffog’s constitutionality and enjoin -
" 'defendants from performing:

duties -connected with the new
county: until that determination. -

Bullfrog opponents insist the

suit will be an appropriate pun-

ishment for lawmakers and state -
officials who support the state S.

18th county.
“In one fell swoop the Clark

County legislators and Gov. Bryan :
“made a laughingstock of the state
of Nevada,” said -Nye County

Commission Chairman Joe Gar- ;

Bryan over E

~atall the dollar bllls in Nye Coun-

L ty” St e ""yﬂ,@"}“l'\”’

Those who defend ‘Bullfrog's: ¢

-county.

EIR LT T T ST gy

ullfrog creati

asks the court to determine Bull— grms not to send us thexnuclear co-creator Paul May. D-North f.as

'

waste dump, but in his:left’hand f»Vegas SRR

e

he’s got a devil’s pitchfork'poking -

creation, however, insist.they see'/
no gaps in the constitutionality of >
the bill that gave life to the new !
. ] f{f{t‘ Al 23

“I'm not saylng there’s. not a:
case to be made on the other side, %

"but I know there’s enough on our |
*-side to defend the statute,said !

Brenda Erdoes, the principal dep-

o

District Court in Goldfield. It in-
“cludes 37 causes of action and _

R e e e =

' are furious over Bullfrog
xlst it will take funds meant for .
- Ythe’local government most af- °

cia. “On one hand, Bryan is hold- uty,
ing out his right hand telling Con-

legislative counsel who gave ; 1
the‘go-ahead to Bullfrog County e

- Nye sues state, Bryan ,over-‘-B,;ullfrog

*““Gontinved from Page 1A
blll from Tom Rickey, D-North
Las Vegas. The county, a 144-

- E:! are-mile area cut out of Nye

nty, was conceived to get as
much money as possible from the

federal government should a high- -
;level nuclear waste domp be lo-

cated near Yocea Mountain, .-
Bullfrog has no residents, And

' Bryan recently appointed a three-

member county commission,

" which held its first meeting Tues- .

day in Carson City - Bullfrogs

’ !xmnty ‘seat,

Nye County representatlires
and in- -

fected by the dump. May has esti-
mated as much as $25 million will .
rcome to Nevada if the repository
1s Jocated here. - -

S 'Officlals in the governor’s and

‘ hmmey general'’s offices, as well

ki Bpllfrog County Chairman
@ Melner, are expected to

_served with the lawxult Thuraday.

“Bryan leaves for the Far East ™

_Thursday. A spokesman said the _

governot is not surprised by the
suit and stands by assurances:
from Attorne % General Brian -
McKay  that Bullfrog Coun a
creation fs constitutionally
fenns;bile. dhels
elner, too. sald he eonfldent
Bullirog will prevail,
The suit -maintains Bullfrog
" County takes taxes away from
Nye County; doesi’t rovlda
{ug’ic:a school, assem lyorsena
a
the right to vote and to elect
~ county and judiclal officers; im-

— poses an tnequal tax rate, and has.i;

no office. In whlch to file mlnlng
e sult also ail
sult also alleges Bryan's
- appointment of officers in Bulle’
frog County violates the state cone
gtitution’s provlsion for sepata.
tion of
Fifth Judlclal District Judge

r!cts' denies pesidents

Beko a former N

" disttict attorney, sald n’.m Bullfrug
‘case ‘won't see the Goldfield”
~cotirtroom tntil at least Jannary,:

_ He said his Jetter to an i
:dicated no opinion on
Cmmty'a cm;atutlonamy. if ;

/The judge alerted Bryan to

slblg troubles should anti-nucleay

 activists use Bullfrog County as &

 protest sita, The county hasno co
, 10 sheriff and no police

“officers to arrest protesters, Beko

pointed out, and because ithasno.
; residents, no qualified ‘ electors
couldbeselectedasjumsunec-
, mryn : : ' A "
1477 was ust calllng atlentlon to.
<tha judicial " aspect, especially

"“with the problems at the Test

- Site," Beko sald, “f don' think my

mrtlnllty should be a questjon,
t If somebody wants to pay 100

William Beko, who wrote a Jetter - bucks  and file a

" two months ago to Bryan warning
_him of udlcFol vacuums within .

Bullfrog County, would presida- «requlre the -

-over the case, Beko's jurisdiction
‘incindes ‘Nye, Esmeralda and
o.Mineral counties,

challenge it wouldn’t m met
challenge would’
evada Supreme

* A perempto!

-Court to assign another judge to
"the case, Such challenges ave als

= loved In any clvil action. -

lo;m

oJ-“t v

.*:f ua 51

' 'May, an assemblyman, gdf éen«
torial -support’ for, the’ Bu'llfrog

. See NYE SUES Pago BA.-
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Legislators call trip -
to European waste
plants worthwhlle

nhursday. October 8,

By Leura W'ngard
Review-Jouna! -

Four of the six state lawmakers
who made a $15,000, 10-day trip to
Europe at the expense of the feder-
2l government to examine nuclear
waste disposal methods have de-
fended the trip as worthwhile.

' The two other legislators who
traveled to Europe, Sens. Tom
Hickey, D-North Las Vegas, and
Ken Redelsperger, R-Pahrump,
could not be reached for comment.

Both were joined in Europe by

their spouses and went on vacation
at their own expense at the end of
the 10-day tour. . -

“It wasn't a junket, but I antici-
pate some people will perceive it
that way,” said Assemblyman Mat-
thew Callister, D-Las Vegas.

By touring nuclear waste dispos-
g} facilities in France, West Ger-
many, Switzerland and Sweden,
Cellister gaid, the legislators are
better informed now about the
U.S. Department of Energy’s ef-
forts to study Yucca Mountain,
100 miles northwest of Las Vegas,
as a possible site for the nation’s
first high-level nuclear waste

. *It was very enlightenjng and it
certainly wasn't & junket of tour-’
jsm and fun,” said Assemblyman
Jim Schoﬁeld, D-Las Vegas “We

were in 16 dxfferent au-ports pop j
#* . lators be allowed to 'make the trip,

ping on and off airplanes.”

.Assemblyman Jack Jeffrey. D-;

Henderson, said the daily sched-
ules for the legislators went from 7
a.m. to 11 p.m. “They pretty much
kept us on the go. We were either
traveling or tounng facxhtxes, Jef-
. frey said. -

Assemblyman Gaylyn Spnggs

R-Hawthorne, said she isn’t wor-

ried about justifying the trip to the '

constituents in her district, which
includes Esmeralda, Lincoln, Min-
eral, Nye and Bullfrog counties. -

-Yucca Mountain %is in my dls-
“trict and . it affects ‘my people, .

Spriggs said. *> oL
- 8Six of the seven members ofthe

Legislature’s High-Level Radioac- . -

t:ve Waste Committee went on the '
-tour sponsored by the National

Conference of State Legislatures in
Denver. Sen. James L. Gibson, D-
Henderson, was unable to go be-
cause of his wife’s ill health.

In all, the U.S. Department of
-Energy spent $55,000 to send to
Europe 22 legislators and state of- =~ -
ficials from Nevada, Washington, -

Texes, Tennessee and the National
Conference of State Legislatures. -
.Energy Department revenues

“collected from a tax assessed on-

nuclear power .plants were used to
fund the trip.

Assembly Speaker Joe Dlm, D- -

Yerington, and Senate Majority

1987

Leader Bill Raggio, R-Reno, were

invited to attend the European trip
but declined the offer. Both, how-
ever, defended the other legislators
for going on the 10-day tour. -
“] wasn’t that close to the sub-

ject, so I didn’t go,” Dini eaid. “I

don't know if they needed to send
that many, but it wasn’t at state
expense.”

Ongmally. the Energy Depart-

‘ment had given the National Con-

ference of State Legislatures

" ‘enough money to send to Europe

two legislators from each of the ;

four states Involved in federal nu-'v

clear waste disposal studies.

But when Nevada and Wnshxxig— "

ton officials asked that more legis-

the Energy Department provided "
addmonal funding for the tour.
‘The department’s top three sites
for a high-level nuclear waste
dump are in Nevada, Washington
and Texas. A site in Tennessee is
being studied es the possible loca-
tion for & monitored retrievable

“storage facility for nuclear waste.
Reggio blamed the news media ~
for creating the public percepticn R

that the tour was a junket. “Th

seemstobeakneejerkreactlon-—{;"'v"';_ i
especmllywhentheinpistoEu—; L

Spnggs un outspoken opponent
' ~Please see TRIP/2B

-
Trip
“From 1B

" of eritics who reject puttmg the
. dump in Nevada, said the trip
changed ker mind. : '

-Rather than Yucca Mountam.
she now believes the salt mines in,
'New Mexico would be the best,

. place to bury the Lg%hm b{

<Fadioactive waste. AN

_,,The legislators toured a d:sposal

facility .in  West Germany where..

'5 huclearwasteisstoredincalt.Cal-:

‘X lister, Schofield and Jeffrey said '

©. S'they also believé storing the waste -

' in salt mines needs to be studxed
further.

The federal government also.

. should consider reprocessing the

. muclear waste, making it Jess radio-

~ active and reducing the amount of

waste that has to be buned. ‘

!

[
A
i




Nye Coﬁunty suit contests

By Laura Mngurd
"Review-Journal

. Nye County followed through
-Wednesday on its threat to chal-
‘lenge in court the creation this

‘year of Bullfrog County, but: the B

.top_official in Nevada’s newest
hcounty said Nye County needs to
‘learn it is powerless to ﬁght the
‘state on this isaue. et

I think what Nye Co\mty :
outrage since the Legislature in

"doesn't understand is it isn’t sover-
‘eign. The Legislature has the au-
thority to create counties and to

‘take-them away,” said Mike-

* Melner, appointed chairman of the
“Bullfrog County Commission by
‘Gov. Richard Bryan. = - o®
* “The Legislature could do i dway
*with Nye County if it wants,” said
‘Melner, a Reno attorney, -; -3
% The precedent also exists for the
t Legislature to take away from one
!county to create another. county,
*he said. In 1909, the Legislature
cut Lincoln County in half to form
’Clark County, Melner said.~#+
" Even so, Nye County:District
Attomey Phil Dtmleavy filed a

lawsuit . Wednesday in the:state -

‘District Court in Esmemldu:Clmn-

b

ty, contending zero-populatxon
Bullfrog County violates 37 provi-
sions in the state and U.S. consti-
tutions.

The lawsuit against Bryan, the
state and Bullfrog County also
seeks a temporary injunction to
stop the Bullfrog County Commis.
sion from taking any actions until
the legal dispute is resolved.

Nye County officials have voiced

June created the 144-square-mile
Bullfrog County by carving out a
chunk of Nye County.

Bulifrog County, with its county
seat 270 miles to the north in Car-

-son City, encompasses Yucca

Mountain -— one of three proposed
sites for the nation’s first high-
level nuclear waste dump. Nevada’s

"18th county was approved by the
_Legislature and Bryan as a way to

give the state control over millions
of dollars in federal funds that
would be available should Yucca

- Mountain, 100 miles northwest of

Las Vegas, be studied as a dump
site,

is a dictatorship, with the governor

-~ Dunleavy aaid, “Bullfrog County

Thursday, October 8, 1937/Las Vegas Review-Journal/3B

having the exclusive nght ‘o a
point and remove commissioners.”
He argued that Bryan’s authority
ignores the republican system of
government established by the
U.S. Constitution that allows vot-
ers to elect their representatives.
If people eventually move to
Bullfrog County, Dunleavy said, it
would be two years before an elec-
tion were held. .
Dunleavy said other flaws in the
Bullfrog County legislation are
that it failed to form a school dis-
trict, set up no court system to

allow a trial by a jury of one’s peers

and made no guarantee of counsel
for people arrested in the county.
Furthermore, Dunleavy said,
taxes collected by the state and
distributed to counties such as
sales, gaming, cigarette, liquor and
gas taxes would be going to Bull-
frog County at the expense of the
state’s other 17 counties, .- -
But John P. Comeaux,’ executive

director of the state Taxation De- -

partment, said almost all the taxes
collected by the state dre given
back to the counties based on their
populations,

Bullfrog’s birth

“At this point, there is no prob-
lem because there is no population
in Bullfrog County.”

Eventually, if government con-

tractors: working at Yucca Moun- .

tain begin to buy goods and pay
sales taxes on .those purchases,

Bullfrog County would qualify for .

one-half of 1 percent of the aales
tax revenues, he said.

Melner, who had not seen a copy
of the lawsuit, said the issues
raised by Dunleavy are “practical
problems that don’t make it (Bull-
frog County) illegal.”

Dunleavy said' he also expects
the state to challenge whether Nyo
County has a right to be suing over

: Bullfrog County’s creation. “But

we're the direct victims of this rab-
bery,” he said.

Scott Bodeau, the deputy attor-
ney general who will handie the
case, said it was premature to com-

- ment on Dunleavy’s remarks,

Bryan could not be reached for
comment. But his press secretary,

Karen Zupon, said the action came

as “no surprise” because Nye

County has been threatening for .
~ months to file a lawsuit.




“‘Udall soteens stand on -

nuke dump

By Davld Koenig

Review-Journal Washington Bureau
_'WASHINGTON. — On the eve

of an important vote, Rep. Morris

Udall, D-Ariz., has scaled back his

proposal for an open-ended mora-'

torium on the search for a nuclear
waste dump.
Udall now proposes to delay the

U.S. Department of Energy’s’

_search for no more than 12 months
while a special cormission reviews

the department’s work, according'

to a draft written Wednesday by
Udall’s staff. But the proposal
would allow some studies to go
ahead at Yucca Mountain in Nye
County, and sites in Washington
state and Texas.

v

When the House Interior energy'

subcommittee meets today, Udall,
its chairman, is expected to offer
the new proposal as a compromise

- between lawmakers who want to.
shut down the search for a dump,
and those who want to speed it up.

In Nevada, the reaction might
best be described as cautrous opti-

nmism. .

- “] don’t imagine we would aban-
don support for what the House is
doing,” said Bob Loux, director of
the state’s nuclear waste projects
office. “I think we will be generally
supportive, but we might have

- some fine-tuning suggestions.”

The House has shown support

for-a moratonum on the Energy

mcratorlum

Department’s work, while the Sen-
ate — over the objection of both
‘Nevada senators — eppears ready
. to approve & bill that would speed
up the selection of a £avored site to
January 1989,
Rep. Barbara Vucanovrch, R-
* Nev., & member of Udall's subcom-
mittee, praised Udall for “irying to
be a statesman,” but reserved Judg-
ment on the proposal.
- Both Loux and Vucanovrch
complained that Udall has short-
ened the timea specxal commission

would get to review the Energy De- -

partment’s controversial handlmg

of the nuclear waste program _
Udall cut the commission’s time

s from 18 months to six months.

The three commission members .
would be appointed by the leaders’

of the House and Senate, both of
whom are now Democrats. They
ghould have some “training, expe-
rience and attainments” that quali-
-fy them for the job, accordmg to
the draft by Udall’s staff. -

The commission would study the
need for a second repository in the
East and an interim ‘step storage
facility, and whether the waste
program should be taken away
from the Energy Department.

Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev., said he
.wants the commission to have free
reign to examine “more than just
the technical aspects, and look at
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some of the polmcal decmons
made by the DOE.” The depart-
ment caused a stir last year by
shelving the search for a second
dump site in the East, and internal
department documents suggested
2“ political considerations were a

ctor.

' Andrea. Dravo, & former Udall
aide now with the American Nu-
clear Energy Council, said her

group was swayed when Udall :

agreed to let some work go forward
‘on the three leading extes S

‘“We don't like to see a morafon-
um of any kind on the nuclear.

But Reid concluded t.hrlt~—1;he‘-“"m‘e program, but the most im-

Udall.proposal is “certainly better )
~%that the technical site evaluatlon_-f;}efers that three ‘sites be

A thmwhatisgomgonmtheSe
ate. Jt's l ltep in the rnght dxrec
tion.” %

LAt least some segments of the

“portant thing to the industry is

work can contrnue, Dravo said.

-The only work that would be~
banned under the new Udall pro-

nuclear industry, which have vehe- _posal is the drilling of large explor-

mently opposed & moratorium, will

atory shafts, which would be used -

the first #ite to have a completed
2 :r.etudyplan adding to the percep-’

“gite charactenzahon plans,”
which spell out in detail how the
underground studies wrll be done.

»Yuccu Mountain was due to be

tion that if the dump selection pro-
cess is hurried Nevada will | be cho-
gen. - ,

Dravo said her industry zroup ;
jites be studied|
in detail to increase the odds that
. at least one will be found suitable.
’ But she said the industry also likes
“the bill by Sen. J. Bennett John-
“ston, D-La., to study only one site

support Udall. Industry officials “to gather seismic, hydrological and because it “wﬂl save about $4 bil-.
fear they will be put out of business other data ebout the sites. Surface lion that nuclear power companies,
unless the problem of disposing of studies would go ahead, és would _have 'paid into & special fund to
spent nuclear fuel is solved ' Energy Department reports ce.lled develop e waste dxsposal plan
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