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‘Nobody wanﬁs mgke dump

By Chris Chrystal . N hold more and more waste whde the government_
" United Press Intemational e puts off building the dumps. '
- . All three proposals have met adamant opposition
~:WASHINGTON (UPI) — The nation deeperately “In Congress among senators and House members *
needs a high-level nuclear waste dump, but plansto - from the affected areas. .. .. {
build one are stagnating because “nobody wantsit” - “Nevada doesn’t want it Sen. Harry Re!d, D-
- Energy Secretary John Hemngton complained toa  Nev, told the subcommittee. “It's inconcexvable to
Senate panel Thursday. - e iz " put it next to where guclear bombs go off.” . ]
:  His agency Is under the gun of federal law to << -Sen. Jim Sasser, D-Tenn.,objecﬁngtoafacihtyin &
U provide disposal for dangerous radioactive waste’ ~Tennessee, said congressional auditors have con-
' . from more than 100 nuclear plants starting in 1998, _" “‘cluded the “Energy Department hasn’t given Con-
- but faces delays because of the national controversy grees enough lnformation to decid whether lt’s'
over where to dump the puclear garbage. ' B ) i e
* “We're not complying with the Nuclear'Waste ‘-"?
Pohcy Act, and that's distressing,” Sen. Alan Sim- _
pson, R-Wyo,, told fellow members of the Environ- proven RGP v A - ;
ment and Public Works subcommittee on nuclear ‘Sen. George Mxtchell, D-Main whose state llas ‘
: regulation at a hearing. "’ =5 L 2. ._. two possible sites for the second dump, pledged to
. ‘Current plans call for opening the first hlgh—level * “do everything in my power to stop the DOE from
" dump in the year 2003 in either Washington state, mnming the search for a second repository.”- -
- - Nevada, or Texas, then bnilding a seoond dump in . > Mitchell said the law doesn’t require building a -
the East around the year 2025. . AT, second dump, nor is it technically necessary for the _
“first dump to be considered il agter receiving ]
-~70,000 tons of waste. . =7 B >

' Westerners, as Simpson po t, »
unsafe “to generate waste in the East and haulitto
, * the West” Also, they don't believe it’s fair they

' should be stuck with the only dump, if a second one - " five-year delay in opening the first dump, erigically °
. . iso’t built. R ' expected in 1998, and plans to stash the waste in a

\_/ E Easterners also shuna durnp and their represent
~atives tend to favor delays in planning & secon
rep“:?t?y iy nacd & vackts ek Facility
. "*#*We desperately need a nuclear waste S
* the United States and the truth is, riobody Wants In. éstimaited at *525 million. . e 33 e
The program i stagna ting ;Herrlngto n sald. # 7 foruﬁgflrdmg theo?ulxix: ap%r?izzun:e‘l!:t kﬁdws:h as gh}:

" “"Asked whether hie supports legls}ation introduced 4 PS,
by Sens. Bennett  Johnston, D-La_; ‘@ind James Mec-
Clure, R-Idaho, offering $100 million a year “bait” to
the state or Indxantribewﬂlingtoa gtthedump, E
. Herrington said he is reserving judgment, but -

P W) _t’.'—'r

June, which won't allow enongh time for action °

- added, “T think something ike hat Is going 10 be ¥y fie fiscal year ends Sept. ) because of Jnly q
neceesary d August recesses.’ ép vir, o ts ; :

..Meanwhile, to comply with the Iaw, the Energy
Department Js planning 'y temporary facility at
- Clinch River near Qak ‘Ridge, ‘Tem.,*{o begin "g'thoosé a second dump ‘site, and another ;s blllion to
" collecting, cooling, packafing and sto:;ing the'waste % "build it. ‘ : St o

}n 1998. "% S ERIEY bl i -ﬁ feiag w‘i o ' ]

Objections to the proposa! center dround fearsa 7 dump sites have jumped frorn $100 million apiece in

“so-called: temporary facility would be expanded to 1981 to §1 billion this year “just for punchlng holes.”
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