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UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

Reply to:
1050 East Flamingo Road
Suite 319
Las Vegas, Nevada 89119
Tel: (702) 388-6125
FTS: 3598-6125

John J. Linehan, Section Leader, HLOB, Mail Stop 4-H-3
Paul T. Prestholt, Sr. On-Site Licensing Representative
ppril 19, 1988

Newspaper Articlels)

Please find enclosed more information that appeared in
our local newspaper that is of interest.

cc: Greg Cook
Sue Gagner

8804260356 88
\.*ﬁ
PERE 880419 r

- WASTE
WM-11

| J0L Z
pco | /\/ﬁp('/



b s Monday. Apriua. 1988[Laa Vegas nevlew-Journausa

Bl P Y TRt S tiel ' Gl ok s oo "'55;1:;@3

$cientists's

’“ffa R o ?r‘}‘.» ST T R R FOVDRYE ek g (Y
By Laura W‘"W : [ Raxr" the nation’s first high- evel radlpf
Revtew-JoumaL hew actwe waste dump. - "VL o igE

EY

Y St
The coffee was ﬂowmg and 1007 - The scientists, s izing in gen
sclentxsts were gabbing, BuL tlun ologz ‘and" hydrology. ‘showed  up
was, not idle chatter over java.::: ;. faithfully every day at 9am. in the
" Intead, it was a serious gather- Aladdm Hotel’s Imperial Room 4.
in eek of scientists from the i - They wanted coffee and they got.

stawc wid federal governments as it. Each day, hotel workers replen- N

well as the private sector;.- +4.:>" ished the five-gallon coffee con<

+ They met for some 30 hours over tainer within the first hour, Th%

four days to scrutinize and ques-~ contamer was refilledseveral tunes
tionessumphonsmadebytheUS. aday b ;
Department of Energy in a 7,000-~ - Four mauve-colored walls” sur~
page, 28-pound document that will rounded the scientists'as they sat.

be used to determine whether Yue-~ in rows at tables” covemd mth*"'

csMountamishsafeplacetobuM whxtetableélo Pigs
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Three pro;ector sc?;eens lined the

front of the room wherg officials - :
with the Energy Deparfment, Ne- "
vada’s Nuclear Projects .Agency.
and the US. Nuclear Regulatory.. .
Commission were positioned. "™

Speaker after speaker made de-
tailed. presentations, filled with
equations and complicated graphs
about what lies. beneath- Yucca

‘Were. served W
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they’re fmttmg us through," eeel S
But when it was finally’ over,
most agrged_that Nevadans were
served well by the workshop. -

. “If T were a citizen of Nevada, I

would be very happy,” said John

Trapp, an official with the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission in. Wash-

ington, D.C. “DOE has been very : -
open at this meetmg The program

Mountain, 110 miles riorthwest of* is“so_damncomplicated and the,
Las Vegas, After each dissertation, 'DOEis trying to do what it can.”
the scientists qmzzed one another < "+ The four-day workshop cost the ’

and probed for_ more .information,,-;
3 t muttered | during

a ‘brief bxeakﬂhxs s’ cx-uell w‘
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Energy Department $13,500 in nu-_
_clear waste funds generated from a
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Nevadans can take some comfort

i in knowing that the meeting was
“ashowofgoodfaxthbytheDOE
 that it’s respondmg to the NRC’s

; concerns,” said Martin Mifflin, a

 geologist working for the state.

Mifflin’s comments were nearly
echoed by Terry Naumann, a geol-
ogist at the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas, which has a grant from
the state to study volcamsm ‘at
Yucca Mountain,

*  “Everybody’s having an oppor-
tunity to be heard and that's a step
forward,” Naumann said. “You can
see there isn’t too much agreement

ing we have enough data. =%
" InthBSothUmon.hesaxd.
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therewouldnotbethesametype

*of public scrutiny. “I'm not saying

theSothswouldloadthestuffm
shoeboxes and stick them in a clos-
et,” Nogumann said. “But there
wouldn’t be the checks and bal-
ances we have.”

Although the workshop was

'open to the public, average citizens

did not overrun the meeting.

Several of the scientists agreed
that the workshop was filled with
so much technical information
that even they had trouble digest-
ing it all.
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" Nuclear Regulatory” Commission,
which had challenged the adeq\'ﬁcj
of the Energy Department’s seven-
year, $2 billion plan-mmdy:&w
proposed Yucca Mountam d

slte S l-_ nq-'. e .,:“ 3
The comnnssxon, charged thh
licensing ‘the underground

tory that will be’ desxgned ﬁold.
* 70,000 metric tons of nuclgar
waste, wants the Energy Depart-"
‘menttodomoreto:pcludeth'eoi
_ ries that suggest Yu Mountain
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PEIIAR . Although the department made
. It was staged at 5o irging ofthe. strides at the workshop,” Trapp- -

“gaid, “DOE’s work is just starting.
We've given them a homework as-
signment and they’ll get the grade
when they turn it in.”

" Energy Department officials said
t.hey plan to take what they learned
“at the meeting and revise their
study plan by this summer. :

.+ The state’s nuclear waste experts

who have joined with the Nuclear . -

Regulatory Commission in criticiz- =
ing the department’s study plan :

o also had kind words in reviewing
2 tax gmd wx conaumers 3 of Eucl * xsn’t the plaoe to bm 484 um&g L.g Please ooa WORKSHOPISB Fanier
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