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Bryan raps
radioactive

shipments
By Laura Wingard
Review-Journal

A plan by the federal govern-
ment to ship 28,200 barrels of ra-
dioactive material to the Nevada
Test Site, probably using a route
through Las Vegas, has angered
Gov. Richard Bryan, but he doubts
he can legally challenge it.

The U.S. Department of Energy
announced Friday that it plans to
ship the low-level radioactive ma-
terial from its facility in Fernald,
Ohio, 18 miles northwest of Cin-
cinnati, to the test site, beginning
in April.

The likely route for the ship-
ments, which will continue over
several months, includes bringing
the trucks through Las Vegas on
Interstate 15, said Chris West, an
Energy Department spokesman in
Las Vegas.

Although it's doubtful the state
has any. control over the federal
shipments, Bryan said, "I still
don't like it."

Bryan said he would talk to At-
torney General Brian McKay on
Monday to see if the state can take
any legal action against the Energy
Department. "My preference
would be to persuade the DOE to
not ship it to Nevada in the first
place," Bryan said.

If that fails, he said, he would try
to get the Energy Department to
change the truck route to avoid
heavily populated Las Vegas.

West said the department pre-
fers to use the interstates, consid-
erea to be the best maintained
roads in the U.S. highway system,
for radioactive shipments

But Bryan said, when it comes
to disposing of nuclear waste, the
department has the attitude: "If
nobody else wants it, give it to
Nevada."

He compared the latest plan to
ship radioactive material Neva-
da to the Energy Department
choosing Yucca" Mountain, 110
miles northwest of Las Vegas, as
one'of three possible sites for the
nation's first high-level nuclear
waste dump.

West said the 340,000 cubic feet
of thorium, a radioactive metal
used in breeder reactors to produce
weapons-grade uranium, will be
buried in pit at the test site's 92-
acre low-level radioactive waste
dump
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From 1A terial, West said.
The dump at the test site, also The thorium is currently being

operated by the Energy Depart- kept at the Energy Department's
ment, annually accepts about Feed Materials Production Center
500,000 cubic feet of radioactive in Fernald. Edward Silberstein,
waste from other department facil- chairman of an environmental and
ities, West said. Most of the waste 'health advisory committee in Ohio,
is contaminated soil, tools, filters, said the barrels of thorium are sit-

gloves and other material used in ting in warehouses, silos and out-
making nuclear weapons, he said. side in drums.

The thorium, contained in bar- Silberstein, a professor of radiol-
rels inside barrels, is in the form of ogy and medicine at the University
solid metal, powder and pellets, he of Cincinnati College of Medicine,
said. said he doubts the thorium ship-

The department does not con- ments would pose an environmen-
sider the thorium a radioactive tal risk to the public..
waste and is storing it so it can be "It's not a liquid so it doesn't
retrieved for future use, West said. leak. It's hard to see a problem," he
"But we're reporting it to the state' said. "At least it's getting out of
as a waste, he said. here."

The risk of contamination from The thorium was stored in Ohio
the shipments is so remote because the building of new US.
test site personnel will not even breeder reactors has been aban-
wear protective clothing when they doned due to the high cost of con
bury the barrels of radioactive ma- structing them.


