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‘ By MGTY Manmng % . . A A

SUN Staff Writer
The U.S. Department of Energy

plans to ship 340,000 cubic feet of

the nuclear fuel thorium, a low-

level radioactive material used in. -

breeder reactors, from a defense :
plant in Ohio to the Nevada Test :
Site, a DOE. apokwman said Fri-
day.  eesaey R

DOE?'to ship 6-f_oot h,'gh"football f'leld 'ofcythonum;from Ohlb"

@ AR v-._cd’,msi%s&ﬁ‘ Ty ok g ot
Truck shipments are expected - Truck companies‘are. lured by rece‘}vesvcontamlnated Ilons,

~to start 'in‘April: or'May, DOE QDOE and must follow-US. 'Depart-z soil *tools; filters, ‘rubber gloves. |
: spokesman Chris West'said. The.;‘ment.:of * Transportation “routes,’" andtestvltsl:bugmounting fﬁgup to?f .
‘Nevada: Test Site 'has accepted: :usually: interstate’highways,  he 500,000 ‘cubig~feet a - year,-West: =

, off-site defense: nuclear: wastw ; said. However, thethoriumis low-" said:*“This is olng t dd'
?smce Aprjlfls'w he’ paid. é e, 0 A 2 lot to:

‘lllmgl enﬁugh dthat. é’i [:’e:sou cansit,” he: addedﬁi-?#a‘éa o TR
The: radloactive the l ‘-handle it, and ‘not<havean ‘ex-! ' oy materi '6-: DE
. shipments expected; at ":)er :le:: :; posure: problem mm*mdlaﬁom”~*acumo?W7 m%yea“a’:’?gz’s '
~ site would cover one football field: ;ha added. T s redf'é}ﬁﬁDQE’mFemald,th 0

5 10 a depth of 59 feet, West said. - 'L"l’he fmt mte’ ™.SeaNUC PegeSA. o

"} Continued from Page 1A
fant called the Feed Materials

oduction Center, near Cincin-
nhti, after President Jimmy

Carter stopped’ breeder reactor
- explained. The 92-acre mp at - like steel towers used In the early

research In the 1970s. .
- ALl thorium, residues and
byproducts will ba shipped to Ne-

vada's site either in steel drums

encased In “six-pack” cartons —

2,200 packs containing 13,200 bar- -
Is — or in 15,000 batrels shipped

parately, West sald,

}All of the thorium is in solid
form, he said, since liquids have
nbt been buried at the test site
since the low-level storage facil-
ity opened in the early 1060s. Rey-
nelds Electrical and Engineerlng
Cp. operates this test site’s re-.
pository, he added.

shipments from 16 defense facil
ities across the country, such as

!}The test site receives -

contaminated materials from na- .

tibnal defense lahorataries,

Much of it arrives by truck at |

the site in catdboard or plywood

boxes, West said, Other shipments -
pte packed into steel barrels, the
w,ay Fernald’s thorlum will ar-

e, he noted.

{ It costs DOE $3 million a year.

~"Nuclear fuel will be Sentto Neva‘da*‘rést SiteT’

to run the low-lebeiCatte, but de.  eould l;e pechyered for reprocm-.
fense contractors pay the Nevadu ing ot re-uae A1 80, or mo years,
 Operations Office, West sald, " } West sald. %

Nuclear wantes: are buried at |- -. In addition,” iest site workers
the test site in s#veral ways, West are burying contaminated debris

Frenchman Flat keeps radlo. © atomia bambydays inan old ntcle.
active materials in trenches 700 * ar weagom grater that has 7 mll~
feet Jong, 60 feet syide and 21 feet ; lon cublo feed in i, he said.
deep covered with dirt, or pits 750 . .~ The sita’ly also holding 17,500
feet long by 100 to 600 feet wide - cuble feet of fransutanic waste —
and 28 feet deep, .- mu 7t a:radioactive ' label that places
There have been’’d ‘milllon ' materials’ between the high and
cuble feet of radioactiva mateﬂc low’category, with longer radio.
als buried at the:test site, "  activity then "low-level — aw.
All of it is marked on the sur- ' ing shipment. to the Waste J
face of those pits,"and:the In-  tion~ Pllot iject in Carlabad.
formation is computerized so it - NM, West patd, ©~ ‘




‘Bryan.raps

radloactlve

,A~-sh|pments

By Laura Wingard

- Review-Journal

" 'A plan by the federal govern-
ment to ship 28,200 barrels of ra-
dioactive material to the Nevada

through Las Vegas, has angered
Gov. Richard Bryan, but he doubts
he can legally challenge it. = ..

- The U.S. Department of Energy
announced Friday that it plans to
ship the low-level radioactive ma-
terial from its facility in Fernald,
Ohio, 18 miles northwest of Cin-
cinnati, to the test srte begmmng

_in April.

-The likely route for the Shlp-
ments, which will continue over
several months, includes bringing
the trucks through Las Vegas on

Interstate 15, said Chris West, an |

Energy Department spokesman in
Las Vegas.

Although it's doubtful the state
has any. control over the federal
shipments, Bryan sard “I still
don't like it.”

Bryan said he would talk to At-
torney General Brian McKay on

"Monday to see if the state can take

any legal action against the Energy
Department. ““My preference
would bé to persuade the DOE to

" not ship it to Nevada m the first

. place. Bryan said.

X3

~1f that fails, he saxd he would try

-to_get the Energy Department to :

. change the truck route to avoxd

. for. radioactive shrpments :
" But Bryan said, when it comes

‘heavily populated Las Vegas.

West said the department pre-
fers to use the ‘interstates, consid-
ered to be the 'best ymaintained
roads in the U.S. hlghway system,

_ Test Site, probably using a route -

E

to disposing of ngclear waste, the 4

department has the attltude “If

- nobody else wants it, nge it to |

Nevada” o

"‘He compared the latest, plan to
ship radioactive material to Neva-
da to the Energy Department
choosing Yucca Mountain, 110

‘miles northwest of Las Vegas, “as

one of three possible sites for the

[

“'nation’s first hxgh level nuclear :

waste dump. :
" West said the 340 000 culnc feet

“of thonum, -a radioactive ‘metal |

~used in breeder reactors to produce

weapons-grade uranium, “will -be

_buried in a pit. at the test site’s 92-;

_acre low level radxoactxv,e weste

~dump. o T
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The dump at the test gite, also ~

operated by the Energy Depart-
ment, annually accepts about
500,000 cubic feet of radioactive

- waste from other department facil-

itres, West said. Most of the waste
is contaminated soil, tools, filters,

gloves and other matenal used in’

making nuclear weapons, he said.

The thorium, contained in bar-
rels inside barrels, is in the form of
soll: metal, powder and pellets, he
said. - £

“The department does not con-

sider the thorium a radioactive
waste end is storing it o it can be
retrieved for future use, West said.

“But we're reporting it to the state; -

as a waste,” he said.

The risk of contamination from
the shipments is so remote tha
test site personnel will not eve
wear protective clothing when they
bury t.he barrels of radxoactwe ‘ma-

- .

tenal, West saxd. S
“The thorium is currently bemg
kept at the Energy Department’s
Feed Matena!s Production Center
‘in Fernald. Edward’ leberstem,

_chairman of an environmental and °
health advisory committee in Ohio, !
- said the barrels of thorium are sit- ]

‘ting in warehouses, ailos ‘and out-

'nde in

-Bilberstein, a professor of radxol-

) ogy and medicine at the Umversrty

of Cincinnati College of Medicine, ' .

~>.said he doubts the thorium elnp
_ments would pose an envrronmen-

tal risk to the public. .
“Its not a liquid so it doesn’t
leak. It’s hardtoseeaproblem." ke

;axd. “At least it's getting out of
ere.

" 'The thorium wes stored in Ohio
because the building of new U.S.
breeder reactors has been sban-
doned due to the high cost of con-
structing them. .



