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Reld and‘ Bl!bray ambush
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By Jim Santint ¥ —

24 - Capitol Comments’

Well, those tough old congres-, . - weeks; I have worked closely with
sional chairmen on the leg- two nuIre waste bills, He ‘stated 1t Chairman Phil Sharp of the House

islative ranch in , Washington, D. C.¥ was,, “great news for Nevada be- Subcommitted™ oni* Energy and -
sure_took Nevadas tenderfoot caise those two congressmen are™ Powef in educating’ mémbers_on’
team”on™& rough ride. If ‘was a ~ staunch' opponents. of Johnsorls the Subcommittee of (sic) Neva:
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lesson in congregsxona] buah-
whackmg R TACCHL L REC TR
Nevada‘i“‘new congressfonal

hands, Sen. Harry Reid and Rep.-
. Jimmy Bilbray, had invested all of

- Nevada's nuke waste future stock

Sy

in Democratic Chairman Mo:
* Udall, D-Ariz., (Interior) and John -
. Dingell, D-Mlch (Energy and

Commerce)...
Last week, Reid cheered the fact

" that Udall and Dingell would be
" involved in the conference between

House and Senate that would work

out the differences b‘etwen the

‘Screw Nevada bill.’ » -

Committee led tHe charge to spe-
cifically identify (“characterize”) -
. Yucca Mountain as the only U.S.
site for permanent chsposal of hrgh
level nuclear waste. -

. Bilbray was similarly duped. In a
computer letter to Nevada voters
"dated Dec. 9, 1987, Bilbray stated;
“In the House of Representatives,
I have successfully worked with In.
terior Chairman Mo Udall.” So

much for “successful work.” - o

0 da's concerns.” So much for "edu-
% In fact," the Dingell and Udall
‘represeéntatives on the Conference -

cation." e i

' ,Jn»ﬂ 4

"and the” other democrats on_the"
Conference_ Commxttee added m-

sult 15 mjury by* wxpmg out;

as Nevada's reward for serving as

: the netlone nuclear waste garbage E

“The letter oontmuef;; “T .spoke‘-. g
with ,Chairman Sharp minutes af-- ‘

ter he had postponed a meeting of
his subcommittee because of a hos-
tile attempt to introduce a substi-

tute bill similar to Sen. Johnson's

irresponsible legislation. Chairman
Sharp and 1, rapidly (sic) agreed to

work together, and develop a legis- :

What was- .the" influence in the majority party in

lative strategy.”
Sharp “strategy?” .
Sharp led the House attack to

by-side with Sharp on the Confer-
ence Committee was Democrat Al

. Swift from Washington state. His
‘statey along with Texas, is elimi- .
nated from any further study asa :

permanent waste sxte.
So much for havmg fnends and

Congress, Reid and Bilbray were
ambushed at the Conference Com-
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In the fourth graph. Bnlbm& ‘specifically target Nevada for the mittee pass

contmued. “During the past two. nuke dump site. In addition; Sharp.., : Reid has alot- capital:;
For man} months, he has beent'out

.. front and forthright in this battl'e.

. Senate's $100 milhoxra-yeag..“lm-i,Both Reid and Bﬂbray had'a right.=
pact amstance" that was mtended‘

to expect bettet treatment from’’
thelr party eolleagues in Congrees;

It is 1mpossxb!e to recall & time
in our state’s history when Névada

_ has been victimized by such a bla-
‘tant disregard of the state’s Con--
‘gressional delegatlon m Washmg_—

ton,DC Tl

As the bhzzard of Rexd/Bilbray
press releases and computer letters -
swirled in Nevada, behind the_ *
scenes, Sen. Chi¢ Hecht did sue-.
ceed in passing seventeen amend-

‘ments to the Johnson nuke waste

brll. No panaceas, but no fanfare

e LRI NE S,

learned is the ‘one emphasxzea in
an earlier column. If our delegatzo 11
is divided on important Nevada is~
. sues, legislators from other states
will exploxt that weakness. Nuke
waste is not a Repubhcan or Dem-
‘peratic issue. It is a Nevada and
national issve. It is not a matter.of
legislative one-upsmanship. It is a
matter of “umted we stand or dx-
vrded we fall.” S .

Jim Santini is a former four-
term congressman from Nevada
.who now practices law in Wash-
ington, D.C. His column appears
in the R-J each Monday ‘
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