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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WM DOCKET conTHBLNeTON. ©.C. 20555

" CERTER Reply to:
5 1050 East Flamingo Rd.
’ oe AS:4 Suite 319
87 UJ:23 t.as Vegas, Nevada 89119

Tel: (702) 38B8-6125
FT5: S5S98-6125

TO: Mr. Robert E. Browning, Director, HLUWM
FROM: Paul T. Prestholt, Sr. On—-Site Licensing Representative
DATE: December 18, 1987

SUBJECT: Newspaper fArticles

Please find enclosed more information that appeared in
our local newspaper that is of interest.

PTFP:z:nan

cc: Mr. Greg Cook
Ms. Sue Gagner
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Senate negotmtmg committee t 1ch'g facilf " Se Han-y Reid; D-Nev saia tudying only Yucca Mountain
cided Thursday to. rework the nasi s four Ne legoti “rav 37" as a site for the dump ignoreg the
tion's nuclear: wastq’ programt to. bers Conmss T " public healthi’ and © 1982 Nuclear Waste' Policy | Act

make’ Nevada' the first” and =0 catmg Rep, Barbara Vucanovich, R-Ni -gandoonﬁmthamevada
: ! P ﬂllll'l!.d 3 m dliig"i‘ .

Urpris " concerns. although ignored, on”
' r. .- Capitol Hill, will eventually dis~:
theu' back yard."f-%’eu“m o527 qualify Yucca Mountain,” hs said.
Gov. Rxchard _Bryan called "We wxll contmue to. v:gorously
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Johmton said be 1
that ;“Nevadans are not particular- :
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progressed during the week. Both
sides proposed early to target Yue-

ca Mountain near the Nevada Test ¢

Site for advanced tests to deter-
mine whether it could become
home to thousands of tons of ra-
dioactive fuel rods from nuclear
powet plants. .

mise released Thursday, the Ener-
gy Department would be directed
to drill an exploratory shaft and

: evaluation of repository safetr :n
front of concern as negotmt:ons

ligkt of the detonations conducted
at the Nevada Test Site. -~

The bill also would give Nevada
“special consideration” for nt.ng

federal research projects. ‘

That provision drew the most

- comment during the wrapup ses-

‘gion Thursday. ‘Lawmakers from

: .»6tates in the running for the lucra-
.. Under the outlme of the oompro- ) g for the

-tive superconducting supercollider
.raised objections.

“Why should & state qualily to

».be the home of the supercollider if

conduct other “gite characbenza 'Jthey qualify to be the home of nu- .
:ahon nork at Yucca Mountain. 1" clear waste,” argued Rep Tun Val- :
1At the same time, it would ter- ,_;’entine, D-N C. ipiByw Vgt

minate all studies being done on -
- the Washmgton and Texas loca

- tions.

If Yucea Mountam is found sci-
entifically unsuitable, the Energy .~

" Department would report back to

Congress. If it passes muster, the’

department would seek licensing

from the Nuclear Regulatory Com--

-mission. * ;-
The bill also edopts a provzsxon
oought by Udall paming a special

negotiator who could: strike a deal

with Nevada or another state that
mxght accept nuclear waste if the
price was right. The deal would °
have to be approved by Congress

If a finanmal agreement ¢annot
be worked out, Nevada would re-
ceive $10 million a year after sign-
ingforﬂ:e repoaitoryand&o mil- "
Jlion per’

’N aef’and ﬂso 6n*the"i>6tenm1

,oncenudearwasteh'-trom eNuv
Burisl, S e Hofuils .”‘ gt

ly aeveral were de- gy
tailed :ggthe outhne ot‘theegree
‘mént, Hecht snnoiinced the ego-’

4%Udall, kowever, countered it

_,,;.would be “a slap in the face to the

:p&o‘ole in Nevada not to do this

Thursday‘e agreement addressed
concerns of negotiatars from Texas
-and Washington who wanted their
states removed from consideration

a8 possible dump sites. ... . .-

Xt also soothed lawmakers from

}the South and East who feared an

interim “monitored retrievable
_storage” (MRS) facility would be-
‘come. the de facto permanent
dump e '.','.“’ - o

. “Negotiators worked that out by
“clogely tying MRS authorization to
‘licensing for the permanent dump
“in Nevada. The MRS would not be

“'built if the Yucca ‘Mountain mte

*does not get construction epprove.
clear Reg Com- J

3 {
amped _;mclear meste

""éf. on program “comes ‘after years of con-

sy siice” Corgress” passed a =

to bury puclear. § ,aste under the slawin 1982 setting up & framework
cean. v S S AR 'todmposeot‘thenationl

highleve! ‘

eharged Yehemenﬂy the En-

;tates
tiatou "hleo eccepted 10 t’i:rgyDepartment wasbreahng the
‘emendméits he’ ‘placed on &r ‘earli- 1aw en lmecting politics into the
‘er nuclear waste bill. The amend- “gite gelectxon ‘process.” Last - year,
ments “ded] with nuclear ‘waste ~ the " department ‘announced it .
package licensing and transporta- “Would.not move towards pickmg 2
tion improvements. .. 7. .second dump that was lpecxfied in
One amendment requirea an "the law, - et
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- Besndes Reid, those attend-
* - ing included: Gov. Richard; ¢
. Bryan, Rep. Jim Bilbray, - , _ ..
State Democratic boss Beecher Avanm, Clark™ -
" County leader Laura Kelly Smith and former *™* -~
Gov. Grant Sawyer, the outgoing national com-*

q' Ry

;0 party in the coun
“-+ - This past Sunday, a small:_|
- group of high-level Demo-x |
crats met secretly at the Las.
- Vegasoffice of Sen. Harry. ..
Reid to map out a concerted
strategy for the upcoming :»
1988 campaigmﬁg‘&mm& »

- Yes, unity is

u") 1"{.&.&, )

- pEe 'v“ AR ok S

aser ol

teewoman.. ..

ww

key lolh!s o  vacated by Sa

mitteeman,

It didn’t take very long to see the fruits of the
one-and-a-half-hour clandestine rap session. .

On Tuesday, the likeable Laura Past, who
apparently ran into some heated opposition from
Bilbray, annmmced she was not seeking re-

stepped down

& TR b

B AR T Ty

. Word also leaked out that the steady Avan
g ‘was on solid footing for his own re-election bid
— =3 N . 3’;"{ AR
¥ ‘u e And then, the most interesting development of 57z Reno lawyer Bill Prezant, the only othet< =»/:f =
8112 « all came about Thursday.™s
n i Charlie Waterman, the former county chaire 4
O & man and onetime Reid grch-rival, held a newa~*
: - conference to amnounce his candidacy for the'i:

-z important national committeeman post being s i Democratic honchos, who were immensely loyah

’ toCannon.Theydecidedtheycouldnolongerhxa« a0 1
..~ support his candidacy, -

WyeriFtagnt:.
.. Waterman told reporters Rei(L— of all peopl -
.. — had asked him torunforthejob iy e
v That'strues v vgP § o pr e id :
- _Twoyears ago, Reid led an unsuccessful

B charge to dump Waterman as county chairman.
Waterman was re-elected but voluntarily:

this year,

e Do mERy niags v i
- electionas the party’s natlonal commits

5wy, ine ad

AO J"f’: ‘flh Forag

f.“ffn W Ry "?‘ :

YA poxsbyion yew,

"' But thistime, the senator outright supported
Waterman’s campaign when the matter came up
for discussion among the Democratic bigwigs.

Just how Reid buried the hatchet with his
former nemesis is an intriguing story in itself.
- Former Sen. Howard Cannon was everybody’s

1227 first cholce for national eommitteernan, accord
¢ ingto sources who attended the meeting,

" toretire from politics with that job under his *:

~ though, when he refused to step aside. Cannon -

EReld in past political battles, .

e red g w‘( f%ﬁ{r -

Democraiie bugwugs meet m secret to plan ’88 strategy“
lthere . SSe thirn;f;he l;emucrataknowhow to v,
do well, it's bury the hatchet.; .
*. That's probably why they’re the majority}

tfy,_, L G RE 1:#»-;1-?
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Cannon, the party’s senior statesman, wanted
belt, but he didn't want to have to fight for it.” -~

,.;

. “announced candidate, derailed Cannon’s plans, il

then took himself out of the race.
That put Prezant in the doghouse with the :

= Inaneffort tofind somcone lormidahle S Ll
enongh to defeat Prezant, the only logical choiee um
was Waterman, the same guy who had batlcred

Waterman, who still has his shareof enemies
inthe party, gladly accepted. =~
Hence, you have the birth of a new era of unity

in Democratic circles,

Just how long it lasts is anybody’s guess.

They’re calling them the “Benedict Arnolds”

of Nevada's losing war against the high-level

9’ Cf'.ne\

- Sen. Bennett Johnston of Louisian A
:' “a"blll‘*—l.-?‘*‘m v g 1;’;, T .

_ year ln ofi‘lce with flying colors, has been urged a
iy mn*’&

| 'hesnotlntemted. TR b

nuelear dumipsites s it 5%
- I'mtold
llickey. D-North Las Vegas; Sen. Dean Rhoads;*

-~ R-Tuscarora; Sen. Ken Redel y RortiW meiome _

Pahrump; and Assemblyman John Marvel. )i 54 _5
* Battle Mountati: 1 s baeDi v fon 1o

= Sources in Carson City and Washington lu:sist1 i

- the foursome secretly had been courting
- dump lawmakerson Capitol Hill, among them v
; the author ol

R AYE o3 b s:fs 35 exsluf

anumber of heavyweight Repnbllcans to
for Congress NeXt YRRt ris i ik itmivyioesr.s
But the popular DA flat out hastold friendn iy ,.s

.a._.g'

S

Las Vegas lawyer Roy Garcxa, who recently g
battled North Las Vegas police in court on behall o
of a client and won, has had his own troubles wlth P
the law in recent months, .

‘But for the moment, he seems tohave put his
problems behind him. o

they'refourstmng-slateSeruTom' b
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By Mar Mann!ng : w 1060 yeam”! AT ' :.-Th@i.&gﬂtl‘ﬁéﬂ%i’!m?pl’lb : er&‘lo'r’rs‘ ab’uut the beSt sxtes

,SUN,S';{" Welter; # “g;; st tﬁg& A Theymeasurey, attactied, to’a gﬁminaryxefforts 14: i possible; :isuited for:a nuclear waste dump,
i ' :2: billion "deﬂcit-rednctlombm ‘sites in.'l‘exas,uWashingtbn. or.in’fsaid Senstarry Reid, D-Nev,,

P By “:‘z.‘

l ""-Q td

,“;;House.;éndﬁenuleimfemwm‘vi ‘heing: hanimered:out: 1by..a'y eastern”, states Idrcaﬁsecondwre«,,,and"'Chic “Hecht, 'R-Nev.' House. -
dumpedisthe) rticlear. wastexre. - House-Senate. conference’ coMeTpostory Ry e .l itk et {27 Speder Jitn Wright, D-Texas, and. -
tpositoryiont Nmma’saX6¢w£¢,minw,mlm . provideSi birilditiy «.»'l’tho'iis‘é« ‘A" Sbriate- st ;é:Honse Democratic leader Thomgs
Moﬁhinvg‘hmmvgo{ferlngthem!mmtomd retriet'able’storage,fa- g approve the:final. blllmm‘m ¥ “'Foley, D-Wash., both were : ré-
state ll:‘lgg?a cytgaﬁto‘ bufz ']tzil;ietywaf:ethucca - Mountain ~is  ‘The propbsal was shaped miore “ported negotlators in the issue.

ba o neéd for; j

ruction. .‘;, ; ~by politlcs than byseientlfic con- %« Sea REID, Page 8A . .
‘-.&ada.\

acalady
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e agalnst tho repoaltory and con-
m,Reld,a staunch opponent of theatinue . :doing ‘everything I can to

© ;nation's:first nnelear. dump.commh keep 1t out of Nevada,”

z called the measure “a leglslative
AR

| fivada i “consclence monay: fromia s VIt blatantly rejects the law of

1 athesezpeople.arho: pit:health andg’ the-land, the Nuclear Waste Poli.
- ¥safety at the bottom of the list an
e & puts:baserpewer #palitieas atnth

LB B »n“W&‘(NéVBda,%tfe ‘ﬁ’“
- PithéY enatort sald.y " Tt's
o wdea’f." s etk o

i ’;‘L“fought side by side by mgempt,,,g  payers
5 the conference committed;: There'-‘ o

= msald R 1*'5 i

‘ s committee members to.

~{ The state will receive $10

a . desperately trying to make this:
{ partisan issue,” Bilbray-safd. \“At:

148 Hechtyis:mind ‘s heck,” sa!:j
. gl.feel it unfairly targets.Nevad

=i

T i king was. taking plaece..Com % X
“ {i gresswoman Vucanuvlc .F" “ ﬁ"ﬁ‘e‘mnmwa to drm an

- "were fighting side by alde“ %
¢ statesstox stops thise neam“mw& Other studies“at, Yucca Mountain

ecy-Act of 1982, and confirms what

wa have;said all along: Nevada

| top.” Reld satd. . Q{\“*‘é .m,ad’ was. pre-selected as the site for a
i wrsithigh-level. nuclear waste dump,”

9y R ' M?:éeea muclear, nightmare for the Con-
. Repy.] Ja}heé"Bllbi’iy"’ﬁNW.?" gress,.an.unavoidable and costly

R Nev,; fistake that: the ' nation’s tax.
“and Barbara VucanovichR-Nev;; will bé foreed to finance.”

Whllespoliticlana flexed their
cles,\the 7. Department
has not Hegun detailed, scientific

:werle o Nevaidiitrs on'the éommifte!
?tee::"WhenIWalked inta'the

1t wakcléar that they didnt lntenm

vpive: Nevada'a dime-'% {itresi

gasthanv elther’, Hanford,
afv- Deaf Smith County, Texas, Wash-.

minimum of $20 mHlon a year fors; NBton .and, Texas were named

e e e Nt e
eepstakey. .
under "@ The nuclear waste leglslatlon

- Bilbray snceessfuny*eonwﬁcé

§ a year whils;ithe dump
- construetion, . fe
} “1 was dlsgusted to lea

| there were those biick in-Nebada fronths;s dtil. a ‘delicate agree-

entxlin ¢the temporary

.retrl able .storage”
| the'same time this petty«polltlc--*

1t

r-exploratory “shaft and ;conduct!

g:nﬂmmng over, Nevada, >0 o determine if it can bury highly

glas Fuller, the senator's aide;

d that makes me very' angry.!, '
liQI will not stand by and watch'
:l*{eb&ﬂa get rolled,” said a‘ Hecht’

gg‘ss elease.. “T plan. 'to’ - to'” fight:

“y Friday, December 18, 1987 .

- unstable roek that:

; "~ int
i Bryan sald, “This will prove tobe 101 environmenit,.

“nuelear industryyyi
stridies it Yiieea <Mountain, 60" s
£miies dorthwrest of Las Vegas, to .
.ss@detét'mlne*whethez‘ dit2ls better

'Chat Qe frt
Wash. or .Chairman Grant SJ

_morethana

that%ﬁ:s‘?bm*?mired in debate for .

PR LR
‘.'::%
[RES

ca;Mountain dump ‘adonedeal’ .

radioactive spenl fuel rods frmn “suitable, the department wmld

71107 US. nuclear:reactors In.the: report back to Congress for new -

‘ . mountain’s voleatile tuft. The rods: mnstructlom, a’ proposition that
/ Ing to.Nevada,, said:he; felt}"be"‘m Nevada Gov, .Richard Bryan .

i  trayed”; by, the Houseys >
b The' $20-mitHon- & péatsto Nesx batrocity.” ...

are now kept in cooling. ponds at ‘ralsed concerns among law. | -
each nuclear plant;s... b 7 Makers In other states.

l o7 ry -
Nevada Nuc!earﬂiject?! o Tor ;':ut all ovr nuclear eges in -
rector Robert Loux Baid key conv:; ,,one basket, and If something hap-
‘cerns by staté sclentific advlseu'  pens, it sets the nuclear waste |
inclnde grommdwater. flows. and *! industty back 30 years,” Loux |
might cause, “uam “It's the same tmclear men-
dangerous radtoaedmy t leakwtallty operating ont here, that'

*Trust us, the govmment L
best,” 2

M4 }’t )rw o p
The state elalms Vuices Moum :
tain is unsuitable,,Wa're confls:: “If Nevada tsn't it, wemall in
dent we can dlsqua“fy the. aite."‘;:;deep trouble,” sald Sen, Alan Sim-
Loux said, “If Yucea mentatw pson, R-Wyo. “Where is this pro-
doesn’t work, 1t' the death blow " gram going to ao if thls does not
for the industryigit: wes. in the*gwork?" -
Jpré

W, be. ; SHYLLE The bn},y cgntah;‘; wp;ovgms

; sﬁomored ep. s Udall,
‘Ne\mda ‘Nuoldat, o Bmﬁiiii% & 'g'ﬁdz-'.‘ e'mfht :rl!:wutl!:nt%rztto

1d.HeZplek a ator to es
‘“felt terrible” abom d::hrg,e,.@-about volunteering to host either
“I'm not surprised, slnce 've been- . the permanent r eposltm'y or thﬁ
predicting this, very thing . fof“"'MRS facility,

& hm _ ;‘c":m l\;uun(t,mu, th«;' bﬂr‘: specm
ithat Nevada or other host states
B i et o feder
face- formldab!eﬁodds angd ﬁwf ”pe ar;dpﬂ:}‘;m,sm": llld:?'.
strength .to win' that buttlo reoncucting superco ’
By 1 LA S e g g
5 T8 Nevedals [ilfs. ﬁmr talka, .

C

RS) facﬂlty was reached Thurs- :




