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Nuke waste delay requested

—. tmm*« »"

'_Assocfated Press e

“'SANTA FE, NM. = Storage of
radioactive weaste in an under-.
ground repository in southeastern -
New Mexico should be delayed un-

til more is known sbout the possi-
bility that water could seep into
the facility, a scientist recomxnend-
ed Wednesday,

“The concern about a ‘wet’ re- leak underground. + -
pository is valid and real,” geolo- Some fear that someone explom~
gist Lokesh Chaturvedi wrote in a  tion for oil or gas hundreds of years
report to a state task foree on ra- __in the future could bring the radio-
dioactive waste. > TN 7T active material to the surface, éon-
"Chaturvedi is mth the Envu'on- taminating the land and people.=:2"

e evel waste for experiments to ‘see
how well the repository performs ;
have been scheduled to begm in |
,.October :

" about WIPP because of predictions
that seepage of brine into storage |

‘storage drums and cause them to

,<;~ \‘- FH anu:-v\n. T vh-w-ﬂ;*—xr

A

“Scientists are raising warnings

rooms will eventually corrode the

menta! Evaluation Group, & feder- ™ *w “EEG Director Robert "Neill t31d
_ally funded body that monitors the *the task force that a pressurized
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant for the waste slurry — & mixture of water

state of New Mexico. -+ -

“The pilot plant, located in thxck
salt beds 2,100 feet under the
ground east of Carlsbad, is the na- "
tion’s designated repository for
highly radioactive garbage pro-
duced by defense contractors and

i, and radioactive material <= ‘could

.ing brine have been identified by a

“exist "100- to '200 years ‘Bfier the
reposxtory is permanently closed.
“The potential problems of seep-

number of scientific groups, in-
cluding the EEG and the National

Academy of Sciences Panel for
. WIPP. .
- “Consu!enng that the WIPP re-
pository is a much needed final
‘solution to the defense (radioac-
"tive) waste disposal problem, de-
laying "operational ‘timing by
months to even ;g few years to

laboratories. Shipments of high-

xna‘ke “it “&"safer Yepository will be '}
hm'edxwreoommended.‘m :

. 'i»c
"Besxdes @ ‘delay in the perati
\ofWIPP Cha hxrveﬂi”eommex;
?he’])epa?ﬁnen%%f Enérgy
’-change"its“ﬁesign"l& Yntlude ® ‘ﬂxf-
*ferent fill ‘round the" containers, ;
*and permit only “valid ‘and genu-*

~ine” experiments for the ‘first five
fyears ‘of the plant’s op: Ay O
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Laxalt: Reid |
at fault for

% E{m\rogel
vaeview-\loumal Cap ,tu ure
- CARSON [CITY ,-ﬂ,An

Laxalt ‘Thursday that .
.-,Sef ‘Harry‘?%!?e%g ‘deserves’ ﬁ

“blame for the Tederal decision’ ;ﬁat

‘‘earmarks’ Nevada zor _

‘«WI‘Q
)

‘ Reagansbestfnend andyetNeva-
.da has been’ smgled goué f:‘{}the
: PR i L o
%ﬂm fn‘ct is Harry blew it
and everybody “in “Washington -
knowi it,” Laxalt said. “He is look- - -
ing for a patsy to ‘blame, but 14.:¢isI
notgoingwbePaulLaxalt. A
aLaxalt said it was largelybecause o
of his efforts in 1986 that Congress
studies ‘at Yulcca Moun-
the proposed nuclear reposi-
ttz:;’tite al’;outfllo miles northwest
of Las Vegas. * )
“Harry Reid knew it was & spec
taa:larvicto‘ryandhetnedtotake S
- ¢credit,”:Laxalt - gaid. '“Lanlt o

t‘oou!dn't haV'e' done it W‘ lne {;: |

—

t:‘f :
‘l

s ngress é&S’{,M

tI.ﬂ:xal o s Demo-

cratxc eolleag\m who cut the “nas-"
'ty deal” that “essentially -has .
brought the nuclear dump to

! 4, B
TR W

a Please see LAXALT[SB

% oY
.T‘;‘ﬂﬁq'}:“\-’y RERIAY 9%

PPN

From'1p s
*his face,” Laxalt gaid.~

;% Since his fétireient, ;uglt saic
he has tried to'avoid second-guess:
ing his former colleagues. He- mj

i i Soiaiih Skt _'{-‘ T 4.:’«_ R (

“he ‘declinéd interviews®when re
.porters asked him to'comment on!
the repository deal in December.

- When Reid eriticized him -in
Thursday’s newspaper, Laxalt said
‘he decided he had no choice but to
: yespond. “He bad the temerity to!
-blame me for & nuclear waste deal
“'that was cut in Congress e few dayx

l,‘.ago by his Demo’sratxc colleagues,”

A SEER

.,overall movement. over the years €0
:put the repository In Nevada rath-
;ﬁrthantherecent seiect.
":c - X’ "‘“(‘ Tee nx:
q;t . Also_yas w_gf ecent

i€ -JomaIeoﬁmns
hich bis.

' n"wh
eadership abihties Wwere es-i
g' Sentini - -

was -Reid’s ‘oppo-' -
nent in the 1986 Senate race. ., 1
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Another view m.__m,

" Fear mongers cloud nuke dump issue

The follt;wlag is written by R Guild Gray. " for nuclear waste and or a place for reprocessing nuclear
S - . waste. : :

ka; to Thomas Zalatel, a student reporter from It's good to know that those of us in Clark County who

the SUN Youth Forum, I have been shamed into * Speak out against the fear mongers are not alone. Many,
" speaking out against some of Nevada’s most pow- if not most, living nearest to the Nevada Test Site and the *
erful politicians. With the refreshing candor of youth and &resent nuclear repositories on the site and off the site in
with opinion backed by cogent and patriotic argument, Nye County are In favor of the project. Not all of the
young Zalatel wrote, “, . . my group was In favor of siate’s newspapers have joined the parade which many of
Jocating a nuclear repository In our state.” our politicians are trying to lead with their deceitful

""" In fear of reprisal by some holding high office, I know pledges of saving Nevada from catastrophe. The words
many adults who have been standing idly by while fear below come from an editorial in the Elko Daily Free .

- v

mongers have been taking advantage of the general Press.™ " i o
public’s ignorance of subjects nuclear. It's time we let our “All the rantings and ravings w have been hearing
youth and Nevadans generally know there are a substan- gbout federal proposals to establish & ‘nuclear waste - ]
tial number of adults who may be cowed but are certainly dump’ in Nevada amount to hokum. It seems to us & ,4
not being duped by demagoguery. .. .- """ " “facility in Nevada capable of producing nuclear fuel and "
- The thoughts expressed here are not for the purpose of “using u ‘raw taterial’ other people are anxious to ‘dump’
instnuating that all who oppose & nuclear repository in “at the facllity’s doorway ouggt to be a'real money-maker. .
. Nevada dre fear mongers and rabble rousers; but they are Same scientists bave observed, by the way, the ‘nuclear
Intended to express a judgment that some are. 17 ;*7 ~waste"to be processed at such a facility s safer to handle
’,‘i ST VT e e T - thanthe uranium ore that occurs naturally - go safety is. .,
At the same time some of aur politennsare aceusing “got ¢ egitimate fsue. | G5/T77 ¢y S
. gg:osm“ or;m;"gg ?&:&ﬁ:ﬁ b é";‘ﬁ:&‘g};’:ﬁ - “MUS, Sen. Cilc Hecht, sithough he has been too timid
litical enhancement with fear mongering followed by ;oeome °“§°l;' f‘t‘;::' ofa ‘gttxglear }i’aﬁe dm‘l,xam ‘\ﬁvﬂ‘é‘e:i -
_:gllow pledges of doing all in their power to save Nevada a5 ome closer than any otuer politiclan we have noliced .
from catastrophe. v, n. - 1:. %, to telling the plain truth about the situation. = 4, g
© $uMany times a year for years, the Nevada Test Site is __ “He $2id in & recent news release that be regards -
being further contaminated. The same politicians who reprocessing spent nuclear fuel as-‘the only':clentlﬁcany 4
. fake no effort to discontinue atomic testing in Nevada sound means of handling nuclear waste. ... He added, ‘It
¢ry loudly agalnst controlled nuclear waste storage. Can U5t .g!o:sn t »mhake any ot “"t mdl‘nslte.eg(‘i the ground .
it be that the many thousands of votes of those dependent 30TI€Where when you can burn 1t up 2 SIS
upon atomic testing for all or part of their livelihoods . Dt Hecht doesn't seem 16 be drawing the popular , 4
" tnake atomic testing safe, but the lack of such a bloc of - SUPPOrt eﬁf o‘-fdg:f:gl eﬂt:uhf, é‘l’g"fh:f‘g f‘mc:ll;;‘erti .*J
votes makes eontrolled nuclear storage unsafe? " ~yn4'the demagogues scem to be doing as well in Nevada

- r—— ey Db e

R

R T Sy as they are in Maine, and we can't explain it. Our
There are four questions. Who can really believe the bewilderment persists” - * - { oo oo J

fear mongers’ hypothetical statements that nuclear waste ™" s A
ﬁdg‘;’ﬁeﬁ?ﬂ? uest”, rselatleis:iclldg?nrg:g g?::au:&fg: " The problem of nuclear waste isn't going to go away
earthquake In California does mot keep tourists-from 1Of 8 long time — maybe never. It appears pow that
Disneyland, the California cities or the parks, trails and Nevada will be chosen as a nuclear waste repasitory if
additional sclentific studies and exploratory work at the J

s e

A lopes o e e, e s e e auik® Yucca Mountain site Indicate a reasonable suitability of
m:: most lous state in tﬁe &eon Certalnly - Ahe site for storing nuclear waste. Instead of feeling sorry -
- -°;ﬁne-' d m entrepreneurs don't scem to be fof ourselves and castigating members of Congress, it’
' cancer ed s l.txl‘t the dermagogues’ dire predictions of fhe sseems to many of us that the sensible thing to do ks to ]
fate of tourism shosld Yores Mountaln become & nuclear £1¢3r to live with what:maybe the inevitable jn a'yf
- lateot tourism| else whe t and contemplated ,Mmentally healthy way, just as we have learned to live with
- Tepository aite; else why the current and contemplated ;o\ 0i0 Socting In gur backyard. If qur politiclans haver't

. hotel construction programs, ... § v p3A o B Chready destroyed the 'vpmibﬂitg"w th thelr vitriolic
D s, et boot . --=wychemence,jet us use the probler to-our Rdvantage. v~

i}3My -comments -here are .ot meant -t “Ignore “the “siqt may sot be too laté to get the earrots which were
* potential danger of the several tem nuclear waste_,once proposed to go with th@..reaosito;yigkf!.mk atitfd
- Bepositorles gcaltered actoss the natlon. the kéy word Is _ Let's expend the energy $ome are sing In Vituperation g,
temporary. The'problems bf temporary disposal a3 argu-" help Sen. Hecht gr’qmote his suggestions for the nuclear .
- medts for opposing a controlled permanent site In @ waste problem. By doing o, his plan, together Wwith out”
carefully and scientifically established location is part of pew engineering schoo! and the poo! of atomic scientists
the mongering. We cannot turn back the clock. We are “already available in Clark County, could make Sput_her_q":

living In an atomic age. We must find a perﬁ\'gnent'blaéé "Nevada 4 major sclénce center in the natlon. ™ """

T
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- F‘hrlbhsﬁt;(:ongms targeting

% Nevhda asthé;iation’s high-level
& :nuclear;repository;: Rep. Barbara
@ ‘Vucanovichj R:Nev4 said Wednes-
5 day*she#supportstefforts by'in
i Marshall;Islands; officials  to' be
; studled as: aipotentlal dump site.

st Waappailed by last month’

‘ hlglrelevel ;nucléar: waste re-.}
posltnry%(declslon)-i targeting Ne<:
1 vada:for: the nuclear, waste slte.' 24
lY vucanmch'sam.um it Lo i,
‘?-Thé‘!l’lllcleai'ﬁéﬁvgéte package 2
& n?hxnlné'eYﬂecS‘f’Mountaln ex-:
*clusively Wusshfiproved under
tbudgemmoﬁhaums bill in th
waning: hoursf ; Congress. Th
‘Jnuclear'dnmp 4ection was known:
Vas the: “screwNevada bill. .
Vet tndet Nuclear Waste Poli
‘Ses VUCANOVICH, Page 5A - 1

». " _the president may deal withstates",safy studies to be considered as a |
.- or Indian tribes interested ih host-'; " potential - host' site for the re-

 States, “stdte” mean the District “tian Chris West in Las Vegas said
. of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Vir-’ LDOE has assured .the State De-

;" Pacifie Isfands and lhe Marshall
- Islands.. . ¥

_»Pacmd NUKe" ‘dump S|te':

ey Act Amendments. of 1987, &  this is our chance.

_though. these .. “freeley&ssoclated #:Pacific Islands. - ...

- ment;the U.S, still ‘has responsi:a:
“ bility for. their défense. .

A

MEE T

V(@LEandvich a’dv&a’t"”’

Lt ’%

A Eénfinued trory Pabb 'ik NEvada s throat. If there is a way,”

federal “negotiator appointed by:, « They are asking fon the neces- :

ing the repository, sHe saidi;:. qslpository, she said.

“Besides the continental Unitéd { + Energy Departiént spokes.

gin Islands, . Gua;x:' Amerlcan partment . that. when ‘the nego-
“Samioa, the Northern Mariana !s- tlator has ‘been appointed the pro-:
lands, the Trust Territory-of th & tposdl “will be presented for con-
- sideration. He added that a .De-

%" +. fense Department contractor still
.Vucanovich’ explained that i ‘operates on Johnston Atoll in the

REP. BARBARA VUCANOVICH
... Furious with Congress

testing at the geologic formations
where a repository could be lo-
‘cated, Vucanovich noted. .

Congress has been studying a
.request for at least $100 million to
‘clean- up Bikini Island, con--
taminated from U.S. atomic

-statesylqare. [donsi [foreign#\. 1some of the Marshall Islands
countriés by the federal: govern-, 2}, rve previously been used for tes-

' ting nuclear weapons by the Unit-’
. During the marathon_budg; “-ed States, and the U.S. Geologic -

process last month, .VucanwlchJ?‘suwe_y has already done some
said She was approached hy -

Marshall Island representatives = {rfe weapons tests. The cleanup could
‘and the State Department..,,- yiu. -+ REld.OddS favqr take 10 years or more, since is-
. “At:the ltime, T thought'théy " [+ Yooz Mountain | landers were allowed to return in
wére crazj' she said. “The State " |+%" .~ ~ : . ‘| the late 1960s and then removed
- Department considers it a serious : |.-4:CARSON CITY (UPT) -~ Sen. | - gnce again, when evidence of radi
request.”--44 Lo shareyn o | Harry Reid, D-Nev., said |- ation contamination appeared i~
P rUnde“ﬁt ‘{the vnéw "Taw}; | Wednesday a suggestion that | their food supplies. . .
' Vucanovieh | said ‘she will::urge .| high level nuclear waste should “Certainly, there must’ Pe ex-

' PresidentiReagan to appoint &,
federal negbtiator as soon as pos- -

be buried in the Marshall Is-
lands should be studied but he
‘| doesn’t hold much hope this is

tensive further studies done on
this proposal before we know if

sible, and, that the:Marshall Iss the Marshall Islands would be a

lands pro al be considered.ie.5: | -an alternative to the proposed | guitable site, and studies done on
~Why did‘l e Marshall Iﬂﬂﬁﬁ ~dump.at Yucca Mountain i“ the transportation issues in-
rép&esent tives seek. partici- |'Southern Nevada.” . ... - .:|' yolved,” Vucanovich said.
. pationifith ject" "'l‘hey asked . . |'=th¢T wish it would’go: to: the' . .- “My purpose is to ensure that
:for wfeposll for éconontic dev ’Mdrshall Islands,” Reid. told | - the proposal gets the attention it
. velopment fedsoriy Vucanovich| newsmen. But he-said there |- deserves from the Department of
said. . “If sthe ~reffosifory : proves: | were “tremendously difficult | Energy and from the negotiator
suitable; this-thould i a \way for |x{‘transportation obstacles” in | appointed by the president,” she
the Marshall: Islahids- tbecd‘m ‘shipping nuclear waste to the | said.
émmlcally indepéhdifiéiita-ns: | islands in the Pacific Ocean. In ‘1986 Nevada, Texas and
“The negotiator js the kep,, "fshe ¥, “The odds are we will get | Washington were named for study

: 'san  “There - aremer answerg::

as the nation’s first high-level nu-
- aclea M L

the nuclear dump," he sald



e T — T T T——— T . L R 7 T————— . —~ . ~
\

Reld thmks Vtate y el
won't be able to
stop nuke dump

By Jon Ralston ' sion) to build the facility, but they
Review-Journal , essentially said they have to come
. Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev.,, said back (with a license),” said Reid, |
.Monday _that “tremendous pres- refetring to the congressional bill
_sure” will be put on the Nuclear .passed last year that limits the se-'
Regulatory Commission to license lection process to the Nevada site. §
the high-level waste dump at Yuc- The measure also would force §
_ca Mountain, making it more likely Congress to abandon- its nuclear
~that the repomtory wﬂl become a waste disposal program "if Yucca
reality. - .. : .‘«Mountam proves
“Reid also" demgrated & aneod- sditable.” "
'ment to the nuclear waste disposal i
bllkw/nsor'éd by Sen. Chic Hecht, 1
that asks Congress to give "b
’Nevada “special consideration” on 4
‘federal | projects in exchang  fi
cepfmg the, dump.
;’Hecht, r&pondmg later
'chhcnsm, “gaid the Democrat’s

ES Vegas Bevlewdouma!l'l‘uesdai/. January 12, 1988

Cahfornia earthquakes “the’ explo--
comments were “polltlcally moti-  sions at the Nevada Test Site and
vated” because he is helping Gov. potentml leakage problems will in-
¥ ‘Richard Bryan's stlll-unannounced “duce scientists to dxsquahfy Yucca

_challenge for Hecht’s seat. - ‘Mountain.“$:"

While Bryan and Hecht recently -=—Nature: Rexd, echomg Hecht’

‘have expressed optimism that the ” call for alternatives to burying the

dump may never be ‘constructed, waste underground, said he hopes

Reid said in a Las Vegas mtemew, the scientists realize “deep geologic

“I guess I'm kind of & pessimist.” - siting is not what we should do.” . ¥

" “Congress not only told them . ;.;--Transportatxon' Reid said he .
.{the National Regulatory Commis-- *.. - Please see REID[QQ

e ‘n\Rene Gcrmanie
ey, Plae ;

REID SPEAKS - Sen: Harry old. “B-Nev., aid he is, less

wm not come 10 evada.

~§ optimistic tl'.at avnuclear reposl
' '55"?4 £ ::‘;? B
-’| From 1B ~ e
i | Bopes to promote en awareness ) ot gl
. 1 among his congressional col- ...-The GOP senator also said
| ‘leagues of the dangers of “trans- ,Rexds comments should be dis-
porting nuclear waste through the .counted because he “has come ,
o atreets"ofotherstataonitsway -out very strong and said he would .
C to Nevada, - oewsdeal o opork very ‘hard for Dick Bryan
i) --Reid also scoffed at the notion rfor the Senate.” '~ syt 8 - - |
Y of Nevada receiving preferential iade ?;"I‘hat certainly casts doubts
treatment on lucrative “federal ;
rojects "because ‘of Hecht’s
endment to the Buclear ' ggste

~’

. Y
.

Vi ivated speech.’ Harry id -
| “bimesal stk cans sven b ; paxd‘piso,ooo we%f‘mﬁbfe
' l‘“‘Wh would thes "‘tg’ive‘spe"éml}was lected by the people of Ne-§
'con;iderafioﬁ)?” Reld ‘asked, jovada to, Zrepresent Nevada. I don't

f“m' what fedson?” S82602 8 45 ¢ hink he's being paid that gmount

g “Reid ixé"ﬂ:inks of .fnoney fo' campaign ‘égainst
‘"Co “#Howes" ‘us“'i “lot™ ifor %Chlc Hecht™ 204 sk oviicsts |
ltickmg the dump In Nevada; ke . 'Reid, who has said he would do

-1 added, “They don't think 'so. :.““whatever it takes” to belp Bryan
- Theythink it (the dump) is safe.” . 'beat Hecht, elready has helped
1 - Reid said that claiming Nevada the governor raise money, form &
will be “helped by the Hecht .campaign organization and hire a
“amendment is “just a lot of talk.”.  media consultant, Michael Kaye |
Do P Hecht, In"an interview later, & Associates, that he used in his'
I sazd, "It a lot better to hnve it own sucwesfu! 1986 Senate bid.

i - . B Do
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