
August 13, 2003

From: Peter Tam
To: internet:iftikhar.Abbasi@nmp.cn.com;  John J Dosa;  Steven Leonard
Date: 8/13/03 9:20AM
Subject: Nine Mile Point Relief Requests  (TAC MC0191 and MC0192)

Steve:

This is regarding your application for relief dated 8/8/03 from the qualification requirements for
dissimilar metal piping welds.  

There are two parts to this relief request - one is to use the PDI program as an alternative to the
ASME Code requirements, and one is relief from a depth sizing requirement.  For plants that
needed to perform such inspections this past spring outage, licensees needed relief from both
parts.  However, since that time, industry personnel have become qualified to the depth sizing
requirement.  Therefore, while review to use the PDI alternative is warranted, we are have more
reserved about a request for relief from the depth sizing requirement.

Are you aware of the industry’s latest capabilities to depth size flaws in dissimlar metal welds? 
We propose to discuss with you in a conference call how the relief request may be modified.

This e-mail serves solely to prepare you and others for the propsed conference call.  It
does not convey an NRC staff position, nor does it formally request for additional
information.

Peter S. Tam, Senior Project Manager
Project Directorate I-1
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

e-mail: pst@nrc.gov   Tel.: 301-415-1451 

CC: Terence Chan
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