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1745 Klines Mill Road
Quakertown, PA 18951
(215) 5414303

* July 29, 2003

Dr. Niles J. Diaz, Chairman S
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commrssnon .
Washington, DC 20555 ’

Dear Chairman DiaZ'

~As residents of Mtlford Townshrp, Pennsylvama, we are wntmg to ask for your consuleratlon in
~ - acobalt-60 food irradiation controversy. As you are aware from a letter sent to you by U.S. .
. Senators Arlen Specter and Rick Santorum (dated July 18™), there is strong public opposition in

our community tothe nuclearirradiator %esenators’-letterelequemly—expressed the township ————— -
constituents’ desire to delay approval of an operatmg license until we have had the opportunity : :

1o formally present our health and safety concerns in an evrdentlary hearing before the NRC.

Unhke nuclear power plants CFC Loglstlcs proposed madlatlon faclhty is not locatedina
heavy industrial zone. The plant, currently a cold food storage warehouse, is situated about one

" mile from an elementary school and a middle school, within hundreds of yards of homes in a

densely-populated new. housmg development, and v1rtually adjacent to the Quakertown

‘. \.w..»’
‘ f

In aﬂvaﬁCe of an ofﬁcral heanng req . ml)ers o"f’the local citiz nsf' gtoup formed’ts”
fight the 1rradiator, we W1sh to appnse you ’of th’e fc llowmg Senous safetytconcems
o The NRC Reglon I ofﬁce in ng of Pruss1a appears to be p01sed, aﬁer Iess than 6
months, to license CFC. Loglstlcs to possess as much as’'one million curies of cobalt-60
which will entail the regular shiprnent of very large ‘amounts of Co-60 to and from the
facility. Just one of the dozens of Co-60 “pencils” scheduled to go into the irradiator is
sufficient to contaminate an area larger than either Phlladelphla or Washmgton, D.C.
e - Food irradiation facilities are considered under the Atomic Energy Act as ultra-hazardous
operations, which are not insurable by govemment or the pnvate insurance industry
(Section170). =" "=
e - Food irradiation facllmes are consrdered as potennal terronst targets under the statute
creating the Office of Homeland Security. - -
e Cobalt-60 is recognized by the Intematxonal Atomlc Energy Agency asa pnmary
‘ingredient for “dirty bombs.”
‘e The NRC does not currently require cnmmal background checks to be completed for
uradnatlon fac:hty employees We are outraged that such a facxhty could be opened in the
Umted States after 9/11 with only mirimal security’ precautlons Mllford Township has

“& 'Neither the NRC hor the company seekmg the license has consilted wrth Pennsylvama
. state pohce and local emergency responders from adjacent townships and counties about
" the fac,hty s dangers State pollce oﬁiCers are equlpped only w1th Level One splash
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protectlon equipment (i.e., gloves and mask) wh1ch is uSeless to protect them from
radioactive contamination.. - =~

e The irradiator will be placed ina densely populated area in Eastern Pennsylvama with a
very high water table, which is dependent upon wells for drinking.

¢ If an irradiator loses its cooling water (its main form of shielding), lethai doses of
radiation will prevent emergency responders from coming near the facility, the cladding
surrounding the rods could be compromised, and radiation could enter the water supply.

e This is a first-of-a-kind irradiation facility that has not been tried on an industrial scale.

~ There are several important public safety issues that the NRC admitted it did not address
at a public meetmg on July 16th. For instance, the wall of the irradiator pool holding one
million curies is 6.5 inches thick and may be vulnerable to severe damage from the

dropping of licavy objects weighing miore than two tons tharmove over and fntothe —~

irradiator pool dozens of times a day. No other irradiator has this feature. Given this fact
the NRC and the irradiation unit’s designer admitted at the public meetmg that:
1. no drop tests have been performed on the pool, -
2. no statistical studies have been completed to detenmne the probability of
heavy objects falling onto the lip of the pool, - : '
3. no hydrological or seismic analyses have been done. Note that our commumty
lies in the New Madrid seismic zone. A minor earthquake was sustained as
recently as 1998. The worst earthquake ever to hit the United States occurred
on December 17, 1811. While its epicenter was New Madrid, Missouri, the
event was strong enough to ring church bells in Philadelphia. Scientists
estimate that the probablhty of an earthquake with a magmtude of6to 7
occurring in this selsmlc zone within the next 50 years is higher than 90%.

In view of these conmderatnons, we request that the NRC refram from issuing a license until:

(a) security, emergency planning, and response needs are properly addressed with local
- jurisdictions, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvama, Nuclear Regulatory Commnssxon,
and Office of Homeland Security;- -
- (b) the NRC ensures that mdependently-conducted and certlﬁed drop tests are performed
on the 1rrad1ator pool and undertakes necessary selsmxc and hydro]ogxcal reviews.

[POR—— =T e s [, P e bl

irradiation facilities as soon as possxble In closmg, we ask for your support and any assistance
you can prov1de so that we may address these issues of cntlca] importance.

J&Z—»

cc: Cheryl Windsor/Vicky Franc1s U S. NRC Hothne Program (via email and fax)
Jeffrey Vey, Milford Township Manager

Respectfull Y
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Jack and Linda Sutton - Z C oL
Michael and Gail Thomas '




