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August 4, 2003

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Subject: BWR Owners’ Group Actions in Response to Pipe Ruptures in Non-U.S. BWRs
NRC Project Number 691

Attention: Chief, Information Management Branch
Policy Management, Policy Development and Analysis Staff

Per our December 2002 letter, the BWROG formed the Hydrogen Accumulation Committee to
provide detailed guidance to the BWR utilities for identification, disposition, and mitigation of
potential radiolytic hydrogen and oxygen accumulation in plant piping and equipment. The
BWROG provided the committee’s guidance document "BWR Piping and Component
Susceptibility to Hydrogen Detonation” to all the U.S. utilities in December 2002.

. The BWROG has recently surveyed the U.S. utilities regarding actions taken at each of the 34
N BWRs to address the hydrogen accumulation and potential rupture concern. The results of the
survey are as follows:

— Ali plants have reviewed the available literature (e.g., RICSIL, SIL, Information Notice,
WANO summary, and BWROG guidance document).

— To date, 15 of the 16 plants with RHR-SCM piping® and 18 of the 19 plants with RHR
head spray piping! have evaluated that piping. Remaining plant evaluations are
ongoing, but are not yet complete

- Arisk category assessment of plant equipment has been completed or is in progress at
all of the plants.

-~ To date, 13 plants have completed or are currently performing physical walk-downs of
plant equipment.

— Seven plants have reviewed plant drawings. Some of these plants may substitute the
drawing reviews for a walkdown, some may conduct a walkdown at a later date.

- 17 plants have identified potentially vulnerable equipment and are pursuing appropriate
solutions to address these configurations (e.g., procedure notes, procedure changes,
equipment temperature monitoring, configuration analysis, and equipment modification,
if necessary).

The survey results are attached.

N ! Survey response answers “NA” are interpreted to mean that the piping is not present or is disconnected.
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If you have any questions regarding the BWR Owners’ Group activities in response to NSSS
pipe ruptures, please contact the undersigned at 319-851-7238.

Sincerely,

ey =

K. S. Putnam, Chairman
BWR Owners’ Group

cc: A. Wang, USNRC
K. S. Putnam, BWROG Chairman
J. E. Conen, BWROG Vice Chairman
BWROG EOC
BWROG Primary Representatives
BWROG Hydrogen Accumulation Committee
T.G. Hurst, GE Nuclear Energy
C.B. Kincaid, GE Nuclear Energy
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