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UNITED STATES Ot-)xNMENT

Memoranaum
TO : Brig. General Delmar L. Crowson, USAF DATE: APR 24 1964

Director of Military Appl' ion

FROM : Harold L. Price
Director of Reg

SUBJECT: USE OF NUCLEAR PER PLANTS FOR NAVIGATION OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT

Several months ago you were kind enough to obtain an
- understanding with the Air Force that nuclear facilities

would not be used by SAC as practice targets. We have
recently encountered a similar but slightly different
situation and would like again to take advantage of your

Iill!I help, if we could.

Oli March 5, while making an inspection of ....2 Carolinas
Virginia Test Reactor at Parr, South Carolina, our
inspector noted a military, single engine jet aircraft
apparently using the CVTR containment as a check point.
The aircraft made a 600 turn after buzzing the containment
at an altitude of 300 feet. The inspector was led by

lI i;the licensee personnel to believe that this is a common
occurrence,

In many of our reactor hazards evaluation one of the
*4;; accidents assessed is the possibility of an airplane

crashing into the containment vessel. For a typical
reactor in an isolated location, this sort of accident
is normally considered to have been an extremely low
probability. The type of action described above,
however, would appear to very substantially increase
this probability. Although reactor containments are
readily visible and identifiable and therefore become
desirable check points, we feel that such use of them
introduces an unnecessarily hazardous situation and
we would appreciate any effort you might make to have
this and similar practices discontinued.
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Prepared by:

G. W. Wiltrout:mh

May 14, 1964

NOTE TO: General Cro:_on

T.ROUGH: Colonel tWolf r. Kato' 

FRO'. : Glen Wiltrout

;. SUBJECT: USE 0 NUC1JUR PCI1ME PLANTS FOR NAVIGATION

II~ ~ ~~~~~~AR

OF 1-MIA.Y "U.27T 

You received and forwarded to re to handle a emo dated April 24,
l94 (coy attached) from Harold L. Price, Director of Reulation,
on the&xuoject. I proceeded to handle this matter infornally with
YILC as was done in the SAC case involving the ic Roc' Point uclear
Plant in !'chigan. Rowever, LC representatives indicate that it
would be almost iossible to run do.n any information concernir.g

1I I!|01 a sin-le engine jet ircraft flying near the Test Reactor at Parr,
South Carolina, unless more positive identifyin. r=berc or other
chbaracterictics o the aircraft were reported. .C Xadvises that
all three services are now flying single engine jet aircraft nd
the flight culd have originated from almost any point within
flying range of Parr, S. C. KLC is willing to cooperate if more
positive info can be obtained.

IiiL. I have contacted Yr. Dave Low, Director, Division of Ccmpliznce,
Regulatory Staff, nd he will attempt to get better information
and on more than one over fli~ht. Mr. Low coked that we hold the
April 24 memo in abeyance until he can furnish better information.
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Cy rmeo Genegdrowson t HLPrice,
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