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LOUX LETTER

'JUL 1 4 19X
Mr. Robert R. Loux, Executive Director
Agency for Nuclear Projects
Nuclear Waste Project Office
Capital Complex
Carson City, Nevada 89710

Dear Mr. Loux:

On June 28, 1988, the State of Nevada formally transmitted the State of
Nevada Agency for Nuclear Projects/Nuclear Waste Project Office Quality
Assurance Manual (NWPO QA Manual), Revision 0, dated June 10, 1988, for
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff review. As a result of
the NRC staff review, 32 comments were generated and transmitted to the
State of Nevada on November 25, 1988. The NRC staff's comments were
subsequently discussed and satisfactorily resolved between representatives
of the State of Nevada apd NRC staff at meetings in Rockville, Maryland,
on February 22, 1989, and May 10, 1989.

The NWPO QA Manual consists of four sections which include the Statement
of Quality Assurance Policy, Quality Assurance Program, Quality Assurance
Procedures, and a Glossary of Definitions. The purpose of the NWPO QA Manual
is to govern activities by or for the State of Nevada Agency for Nuclear
Projects/Nuclear Waste Project Office in connection with the U. S. Department
of Energy's (DOE's) characterization of the Yucca Mountain site, Nevada, as a
potential repository for high-level nuclear waste. The specific purpose of
the State of Nevada activities will be to investigate the potential impact of
the repository on the health, safety, and environment of the residents of the
State of Nevada.

The criteria for our review were 10 CFR Part 60, Subpart G and various staff
guidance documents and consensus standards. These Included the "NRC Review
Plan: Quality Assurance Programs for Site Characterization of High Level
Nuclear Waste Repositories" (Revision 0); NRC staff technical positions
"Peer Review for High Level Nuclear Waste Repositories" (NUREG-1297) and
"Documentation of Computer Codes for High-Level Waste Management" (NUREG-0856);
ANSI/ASME NQA-1-1986; and Regulatory Guide 1.28 (endorses ANSI/ASME NQA-1-1983).

It should be noted, however, that the NRC staff does not intend to perform
inspections, audits, or observation audits for the implementation of the NWPO
QA Manual. Our review was limited to determining whether the NWPO QA Manual
contains adequate requirements and controls to address the appropriate criteria
of Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 50 and thus serve as the framework to develop
specific policies, plans, and procedures to Implement the NWPO QA Manual
commensurate with the type of activities the State of Nevada will be conducting.
The NRC staff review of the State's QA procedures does not imply any staff
opinion on the adequacy of the implementation of the Nevada QA program. In
summation, the NRC staff supports the State of Nevada's proposal to develop a
QA Manual that is consistent with 10 CFR Part 60.
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We would request the State of Nevada to provide the NRC staff with a controlled
copy of the revised NWPO QA Manual which incorporates the resolutions to the NRC
staff comments as discussed at the February 22, 1989, and May 10, 1989 meetings.

Accordingly, the NRC staff finds the June 10, 1988, Revison 0, NWPO QA Manual,
as modified by the changes agreed to by NRC and State of Nevada staff during
February 22, and May 10, 1989 meetings, acceptable and consistent with our
regulations as applicable to the type of activities to be conducted by the
State of Nevada. Should you have any questions on our review, please contact
Bill Belke of my staff on (301)492-0445.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY

John J. Linehan, Director
Repository Licensing and Quality
Assurance Project Directorate

Division of High-Level Waste Management

Enclosure: "NRC Acceptance Evaluation"

cc: S. Zimmerman, State of Nevada
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D. C 0555

JUL 14 1989

Mr. Robert R. Loux, Executive Director
Agency for Nuclear Projects
Nuclear Waste Project Office
Capital Complex
Carson City, Nevada 89710

Dear Mr. Loux: -

On June 28, 1988, the State of Nevada formally transmitted the State of
Nevada Agency for Nuclear Projects/Nuclear Waste Project Office Quality
Assurance Manual (NWPO QA Manual), Revision 0, dated June 10, 1988, for
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff review. As a result of
the NRC staff review, 32 comments were generated and transmitted to the
State of Nevada on November 25, 1988. The NRC staff's comments were
subsequently discussed and satisfactorily resolved between representatives
of the State of Nevada and NRC staff at meetings in Rockville, Maryland,
on February 22, 1989, and May *10, 1989.

The NWPO QA Manual consists of four sections which include the Statement
of Quality Assurance Policy, Quality Assurance Program, Quality Assurance
Procedures, and a Glossary of Definitions. The purpose of the NWPO QA Manual
Is to govern activities by or for the State of Nevada Agency for Nuclear
ProjectslNuclear Waste Project Office in connection with the U. S. Department
of Energy's (DOE's) characterization of the Yucca Mountain site, Nevada, as a
potential repository for high-level nuclear waste. The specific purpose of
the State of Nevada activities will be to investigate the potential impact of
the repository on the health, safety, and environment of the residents of the
State of Nevada.

The criteria for our review were 10 CFR Part 60, Subpart G and various staff
guidance documents and consensus standards. These included the "NRC Review
Plan: Quality Assurance Programs for Site Characterization of High Level
Nuclear Waste Repositories" (Revision 0); NRC staff technical positions
'Peer Review for High Level Nuclear Waste Repositories" (NUREG-1297) and
"Documentation of Computer Codes for High-Level Waste Management" (NUREG-0856);
ANSI/ASME NQA-1-1986; and Regulatory Guide 1.28 (endorses ANSI/ASME NQA-1-1983).

It should be noted, however, that the NRC staff does not intend to perform
inspections, audits, or observation audits for the implementation of the NWPO
QA Manual. Our review was limited to determining whether the NWPO QA Manual
contains adequate requirements and controls to address the appropriate criteria
of Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 50 and thus serve as the framework to develop
specific policies, plans, and procedures to implement the NWPO QA Manual
commensurate with the type of activities the State of Nevada will be conducting.
The NRC staff review of the State's QA procedures does not imply any staff
opinion on the adequacy of the implementation of the Nevada QA program. In
summation, the NRC staff supports the State of Nevada's proposal to develop a
QA Manual that is consistent with 10 CFR Part 60.
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We would request the State of Nevada to provide the NRC staff with a controlled
copy of the revised KWPO QA Manual which incorporates the resolutions to the NRC
staff comments as discussed at the February 22, 1989, and May 10, 1989 meetings.

Accordingly, the NRC staff finds the June 10, 1988, Revison 0, NWPO QA Manual,
as modified by the changes agreed to by NRC and State of Nevada staff during
February 22, and May 10, 1989 meetings, acceptable and consistent with our
regulations as applicable to the type of activities to be conducted by the
State of Nevada. Should you have any questions on our review, please contact
Bill Belke of my staff on (301)492-0445.

Sincerely,

4or John J. L ean, rector
Repository Licensing and Quality

Assurance Project Directorate
Division of High-Level Waste Management

Enclosure: "NRC Acceptance Evaluation"

cc: S. Zimmerman, State of Nevada


