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March 23, 1987
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Rabert E. Browning, Director

Division of Waste Management, MMSS

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Mr. Browning:
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We have reviewed your letter of December 22, 1986 requesting the Burﬁ%u of
Mines to provide an opinion on the feasibility of drilling shatts and
constructing a repository in the Cohasset flow at the Hanford site. The
“ureau is willing to render an opinion on this question, but the answer will

{ave to be qualified pending the development of more precise data on the

various unknowns. We can assume some worst possible scenarios for horizontal
stress and temperature, but the patential for high.,water.inflows can. easildy .« o
“be the major controlling factor in determining feasibility. Also, the

question of feasibility itself must be considered from both a technical and
economic viewpoint. Almost anything is feasible technically if we are

willing to spend enough money.

1 have assigned the Spokane and Denver Research Centers the primary
responsibility for carrying out this task.

In developing our response, we feel that some additional time will be needed
to review and re-review pertinent backgraound information and better clarify
some of the unknowns, This can probably be done within a 3-month time
period. It is proposed that the Bureau develop a schedule and a set of
~uestions relating to the scope and purpose of thlS study. This information
an be discussed with NRC , i
ask worlk covering “Rock Support in Underground Gecologic Repositories”. This
meeting is tentatively planned for late April.

If you have any suggestions or disagreements with this approach, please
contact me. At the present time, we have in our possession only documents 1
and 2 listed in your letter of December 22nd. We would like to obtain copies
of the other 6 documents.

DPavid Forshey
Assistant Director—-—Mining Research

WMRuqﬂFm
- 4(2[ .

~

8705220191 870828 ’ istribution:
8705220171 i qumymm
WM-10 PDR . | :

e G



NP AN

N "j;\
it

na

ROUTING AND TRANSMITTAL SLIP

LLo8 b

" Divisian o} C)Jaf-‘& Mamﬁcmmj‘

TO (vame, office symbol ot location) WiITIALS

CIRCULATL

OBLW\’T. 60 ue:)ChfeF AT

JCOORDINATION

fg%;nggnka Kranch
] 3 INITIALS

FILE

DATE

NMSS

INFORMATION

\_/ 3

u. '5 ’SE ! INITIALS RETAN

NOTE AND

NWQ?‘ ] chanfory

PER CON -
YRASATION

INITIALS

BEE ME

w%ﬁ,‘ D_C RoSES o

SIGNATURE

FROM (Name, olfiice symbof or focation

Goc. B (L

REMARKS

Cnelbsued . o o
tha usply o fhe Bmi

porction. on Ha. darerd 0T

WM Recerd File WM Project_ L0
/ Docket No. ..

PORET . . .
Xpore= (B

BSyeeves A aa%;f.,'..f
{Lovyad vden rSngi

Distribution:

L rmi— e

Y (D)
{Return to WM, 623-S5)

Do NOT use this form az & RECORD of approvals, concurrences,

disspprovals, clearances, and similar actions.

“Ys/p7

PHONHE
(3Yy-125'3
OPTIONAL FORM 4} #P0 - SI-10~81418-1 419-015 5041100

AUGUST 1887
GSA FPMR { 41CFR) 100-11.208
-

-

§ 70533019/ §7033%

LW



