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SUBJECT: DRAFT RS-002, “PROCESSING APPLICATIONS FOR EARLY SITE
PERMITS”

This memorandum transmits, for the use of your staff assigned to review early site permit (ESP)
applications, draft Review Standard (RS)-002, “Processing Applications for Early Site Permits.” 

The draft RS-002 was first issued for interim use and public comment in December 2002.  Two
additional sections were released in April 2003.  The public comment periods have closed for
the entire document, and the staff has sent comment responses to the Nuclear Energy Institute
(NEI), Exelon Generation Company (Exelon), and Entergy Nuclear (Entergy).  The staff is
finalizing responses to comments received from Paul Gunter of the Nuclear Information and
Resource Service (NIRS), as well as to comments received from Sandra Lindberg of Clinton, IL,
who is affiliated with an organization titled “No New Nukes.”  While the staff has not yet issued
response letters to these two commenters, the staff has tentatively concluded that no additional
guidance to the staff will be required as a result of these comments and the staff’s planned
responses to them.  The New, Research and Test Reactors Program (RNRP) will inform you if
additional guidance to the staff is determined to be necessary as a result of finalizing the
responses to these commenters.  In addition, we will forward to affected branches copies of the
staff’s responses to these commenters when they are available.

We do not consider it feasible to incorporate all the public comments and process for staff
approval a final version of RS-002 prior to expected receipt of the first prospective ESP
application.  Therefore, we are issuing the attached version of draft RS-002, which contains the
following changes from the December 2002 draft RS-002:

• The two additional sections, 15.0 and 17.1.1, that were released for public comment and
interim use in April 2003, have been included.

• A new Attachment 5 has been added.  This attachment consists of the staff’s responses
to comments on the draft RS-002 made by NEI, Exelon, and Entergy.  Both the
comments and the responses to the comments are included in Attachment 5.

• Editorial changes have been made for clarity (highlighting and strikeout removed,
reference citations renumbered for sections from which references were deleted,
font changed to comply with current NRC publishing standards, and obvious
typographical errors removed).

• Text that referred to RS-002 and/or its sections as “Standard Review Plan” or “SRP” has
been revised to correctly refer to the document as an RS. 

Until the final RS-002 is issued (likely to occur early in 2004), staff reviewers of ESP
applications should use the attached version of draft RS-002, including the staff’s responses to
public comments in Attachment 5 to the document, as primary guidance for review of assigned
sections of any ESP applications submitted for the staff’s acceptance and review.
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For any questions on this matter, please contact Michael Scott, ESP Project Manager, at
415-1421.

Attachment:  As stated

cc w/o att: TRQuay
JNHannon
PTKuo
EVImbro
MTschiltz
SRichards



Various -3-

For any questions on this request, please contact Michael Scott, ESP Project Manager, at
415-1421.

Attachment:  As stated

cc w/o att: TRQuay
JNHannon
PTKuo
EVImbro
MTschiltz
SRichards

Distribution:
Public
RNRP Rdg.
MScott
NGilles
SKoenick
JLyons
JLee
LDudes
LBrown
AStubbs
BMusico
DBarss
CMunson
SKlementowicz
CHinson
KNaidu
GBagchi
KCoyne
PPrescott
KHeck
RPichumani
YKim
KCampe
DGordon
TKenyon
JHWilson
AKugler
AFernandez
RWeisman

DOCUMENT NAME:  C:\ORPCheckout\FileNET\ML032030402.wpd
ACCESSION NO: ML032170007-Pkg.

OFFICE PM:RNRP SC:RNRP D:RNRP

NAME MScott LDudes JLyons

DATE 8/8/03 8/8/03 8/8/03
OFFICIAL RECORD COPY


