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MEMORANDUM FOR: Robert E. Browaing, Director.
Division of Waste Management

FROM: F. Robert Cook, Senior On-Site Licensing Repb.
Bazalt MWaste Izolation Prolect (BWIPY
SUBJECT: . BWIP Site RePort For Week of November 14, 1983

LI

1. BUWIP recently initiated an extenzive test Profram for investifating
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interactions amon9 waste Package materials, includin® radioactive -

materials and actual waste forms. A coPy of Planned testing is
attached. It chould be helrPful to the staff in Preparin® for the waste
Packasoe workshob in February, 1985.

2. An information meeting was conducted by DOE on November 17, 1983 for
Indian 9rouPs—-the Yakimas and the Umatillas——- and the State of
Hashington corncerning activities of the Hydrology Working Group. The
goléagigg are items noted at the meeting: (Mivutes are beine Prefared
¥ RHO.
8. Mr. Hovis (Yakimas) reduested information concerning bromide

concentrations in the oround water. RHO (Hgnt) indicated the available

data on bromide levels would be Provided. =~ o

b. USG5 (Mever) described the history of the Working GroubP’s
activities Chis Presentation took sbout 1.5 hours). He highlighted the
various iszues which the oroup iz trying to resolve and summirized
Pozitions taken in the Past by the orour Particirpants (PNL, RHO and
USGS). He explained the reasons for all the positions which the USGS
has taken to date. These differences described by Meyer were those
identified in the USGS letter to Morgan several months aoo.

c. Mever noted it would be desirable to drill alon® the boundaries
of the Pasco Basin to investisate the hudrology of the Basin, however,
he added that such extenzive drilling would be imPractical. The
alternative hae been to enlarte the drea of interest to eliminate the
need for determining the conditionz at the Pasco Basin boundiries.

de One of the differences discussed by Mever concerned the

.discharge location for oroundwater in the Pasco Basin. He indicated

that the USGS considers that water discharges to the Columbia River.

RHO agoreed with his position, noting that there was no longer any .

e\

difference between RHO and the USGS on this item. R

€. Hovis stated that the Yakimas were still concerned about
getting data promPtly and indicated <that thes mas want to observe
testing and data collection in the future, o

f. Mever noted that there was a dx??ereﬁce in the {nterPretation
of 9eochemistry dats from the variouz strata in the Cold Creek
suncline. RHO stated that they no longer disaoreed with the USGS omn
thiz issue. i.e. they 39reed the data indicates mixine in this area
betweem strata. (The staff should get a clear understandxng oP exactly
what is now agreed uPon concerning mixing.
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8., The State of MWashinoton <(StePhens) acsked ¢the oroup what

" percentase of the datas which needed to be collected to allow them to

Produce an accebtable model had slready been obtaired. HNone of the
members could answer, nor would they estimate an ansuwer.

h. RHO {Baker) discussed recent findings from the hydrology
testing. He noted that 93= was seen via vidio to be emer9ing from the
WanaPum flowtoP in DC~19, He indicated RHO was not sure uhether the
9z iz methane or air being releszsed from the 2zone after being
introduced by the air-mizt drilling technique used on this well. .

i. Hovis reduested that DOE Provide 411 the information they have
on the Presence of 235 in the area,

J« The rePresentative of the Umatillas (Michael Farrel SP?) noted
the concernsg which they have with the pPotential BWIP rebPository. These
concerns included future contamination of their &round water suPPly
and contaminstion of their surface waters by transPortation accidents
on Interstate 84 which pasces through thelr reservation.

3. DOE indicated that their schedule for iz2suing the BUIP SCP is
Januwary 1985. RHO (Ash) has indicated interest in discussing with me
what NRC considersz should be in this document. I noted that the staff
iz currently Preparing a document which addresses this dquestion. I
consider 3 workshoP concerning the content of the SCP is {ndicated.

F. Robert Cook
Senior On-zite Licensing ReP.. BUWIP
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