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Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Vogtle Electric Generating Plant
Withdrawal of Request for Relief Contained In

Answer to the Order Establishing Interim Inspection Requirements for
Reactor Pressure Vessel Heads at Pressurized Water Reactors

Dear Ms. Vietti-Cook:

On February 11, 2003, the NRC issued Order EA-03-009 modifying licenses relative to
the inspection requirements for reactor pressure vessel heads of pressurized water reactor
nuclear power plants. In its March 3, 2003, Answer to the Order with respect to the
Joseph M. Farley Nuclear Plant (FNP) and the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant (VEGP),
Southern Nuclear Operating Company (SNC) requested relief from the requirements
IV.C.3(a) and IV.C3(bXi) of the Order in accordance with the procedure specified in the
Order. NRC granted the request for relief on behalf of FNP by letter dated April 25,
2003. Although the same rationale for the relief to FNP exists with respect to VEGP,
VEGP has not received a letter from the NRC granting relief.

On June 16,2003, a telephone conversation was held between SNC and the NRC
regarding SNC's request for relief from the requirements of the Order. In the discussion,
SNC informed the Staff that VEGP had not received relief from the requirements of the
Order but that relief would not be needed until 2005 for VEGP. The Staff responded that
the request for relief on behalf of VEGP was premature because the requirements as
stated in the Order could change between now and 2005 and cause VEGP's request for
relief from the Order to become unnecessary. Therefore, the Staff requested that SNC
withdraw the request for relief from the requirements of Order EA-03-009, with the

i understanding that the request should be resubmitted at the time the inspections required
/ by the Order are performed at VEGP in the event that such relief is still necessary.
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SNC understands, based on the discussion during the public briefing of February 24,
2003, regarding Order EA-03-009, that notwithstanding that the time for filing an Answer
to the Order has expired, SNC will be entitled to renew its request for relief from the
requirements of the Order as they apply to VEGP at the time the inspections required by
the Order are performed. Accordingly, subject to SNC's right to renew the request for
relief at the time of the inspections, SNC hereby withdraws the request for relief with
respect to VEGP and, if necessary, will resubmit the request for relief at the time the
inspections required by the Order are conducted at VEGP.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me.

This letter includes no new commitments.

Sincerely,

re y Gasser

JTG/DRG/daj

cc: Southern Nuclear Operating Company
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