
Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

'JAM- 25 1996

Dr. William Travers, Director
Spent Fuel Project Office
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Dear Dr. Travers:

On June 1, 1995, representatives ofthe Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
(OCRWM) met with you and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff to discuss
OCRWM's Petition for Rulemaking (PRM) related to double containment requirements for
transportation of certain plutonium bearing materials. The PRM seeks an exemption from the
double containment requirements for canistered high-level radioactive waste in vitrified glass
form. At the meeting, NRC staff suggested that the existing rule includes a provision for the
Comraission to reach a determination of exemption for the canistered waste. NRC staff advised
that a determination under the existing rule would be more expedient than seeking the PRM.

Since the June meeting, OCRWM has had further discussions with your staff regarding the
suggested approach. Based on the June meeting, additional discussions between our staffs, and
evaluations we have conducted, we have decided to seek a generic determination on exemption
from double containment requirements for canistered high-level radioactive waste in vitrified glass
form in accordance with 10 CFR 71.63(bX3). OCRWM will also request that the PRM remain in
place, but inactive, while the determination request is processed. The need for the PRM will be
reevaluated by OCRWM once a determination is made by the Commission.

OCRWVMs plan is to revise the technical document previously submitted with the PRM to
support a request for determination. The approach is expected to require development of canister
specifications. This action will require coordination with other elements within the Department of
Energy who are responsible for producing waste canisters. We will assess the extent of revision
needed, and develop a schedule for revising the document and fornially submitting our request for
determination under 10. CFR 71.63(b)(3). We anticipate malting the formal request during the
second quarter of FY 1996.
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If you have any questions concerning the planned approach, please contact Priscilla Bunton at
(202) 586-8365.

Sincerely,

- - - A l~~~a -t
Ronald A. Miler, Director
Office of Program Management
and Integration

'Office of Civilian Radioactive
Waste Management I
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cc:

R. Loux, State of Nevada
R Price, NV Legislative Committee, NV
L. Meder, NV Legislative Counsel Bureau, NV
M. Murphy, Sye County, NV
D. Bechtel, Clark County, NV
P. Niedzielski-Eichner, Nye County, NV
B. Mettam, Inyo County, CA-
V. Poe, Mineral County, NV
F. Mariani, White Pine County, NV
H. Estes, Lander County, NV
S. Green, Eureka County, NV
J. Hoffman, Esmeralda County, NV
J. Regan, Churchill County, NV
L. Bradshaw, Nye County, NV
L. Pitts, Lincoln County, NV
W. Barnard, NWTRB, Washington, DC
T. Burton, NV Indian Environmental Coalition, NV
R Holden, National Congress of American Indians
J. Greeves, NRC
J. Holonich, NRC
C. Haughney, NRC
L. Barrett, DOEIRW-2
S. Hanauer, DOEiRW-2
A. Brownstein, DOE/RW-36
P. Bunton, DOE/RW-36
S. Gomberg, DOE/RW-37
S. Rousso, DOEIRW-40
J. Williams, DOE/RW-46
W. Lake, DOE/RW-46
3. Lytle, EM-30
R. Craun, DOE/YMSCO


